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Rev. ISAAC WATTS, D. D. 


n A 


THOMAS IBN 


Then in the hiſtory of my age, 8 
When men review, my days, | 
"They'll read thy love in ew ry page, 
In ev'ry line thy praiſe, | | 
Plalm Ixxi, V. g, in Dx. Warri's Imitation. 


That ye be not flothful, but followers of them, who through 
faith and patience inherit the  promiles, conſidering the end 
of their n | 


* 


Sr. Put to the Hznnzws, . 


London 
inted for James BuckLAND in Pater- noſter-Row; 


* and Tromas GirBons at No. 2, in Norton- 
Falgate, near Biſhopſgate-Street. 
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Mrs. ELIZABETH ABNEY. 


MA DAN „„ 


N your family Dr. Watts paſſed al- 
moſt half the number of his days, 
during Wien period you had the 
beſt opportunities of knowing his 
eminent worth, at the ſame time 
that, in conſort with your excellent 
parents, you afforded him every ac- 
commodation and aſſiſtance to render 
his life happy, and honoured him 

with the higheſt regards. 
'To you therefore, Madam, 1 I take 
the liberty of addreſſing the Memoirs 
A 2 of 


DEDICATION. 


of this truly venerable man, though 
the work has not in the leaſt degree 
originated from you, but from my-' 
ſelf: and I feel a peculiar pleaſure in 
putting the following pages into your 
hands, as I am perſuaded your on 
knowledge atteſts the truth of what 
I have ſaid concerning him, and as 
I flatter myſelf that you will conſider 
my endeavours to delineate his cha- 
racter, and pay a juſt tribute of ho- 
nour to his memory, as a grateful 
reſpe& from a perſon, who was ſo 
long favorred with an intimacy with 
him as myſelf, and therefore not un- 
worthy your approbation. 
That you may continue to walk in 
the ſame ſteps with the Doctor, and 
your pious parents, and that after a 
life of eminent comfort and uſeful- 
neſs you may arrive at the ſame per- 
„ fect 


DEDICATION. 


fect felicity which I can make no 


* 5 
doubt they are now enjoying with 
their God and Saviour, is the ſincere 
and fervent prayer, | 


Honoured Madam, 


Of your obedient humble Servant, 


THOMAS GIBBONS. 


Hoxton-Square, 
London, April 11, 1780. 
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N following Memoirs of Dr. Watts 
are derived from the manuſcripts 
given me by himſelf, and his Brother Mr. 
Enoch Matt: — from the various intelligence 
Thave obtained from others—and from my 
intimate acquaintance with him for ſeveral 
years before his death. In the courſe of 
the work I have largely intermixed my 
obſervations upon his writings, and inſerted 
ſeveral compoſures to his honour by dif- 
ferent authors both in proſe and verſe. 
The numerous original letters which 
conclude the volume are not only very va- 
luable in themſelves, but abundantly ſhow 
in what diſtinguiſhed eſteem the Doctor 
was held by perſons of eminent abilities, 
and therefore the beſt qualified Judges of 
the un moan of others. 


If 


— 


Dr 


vii P NE 


If it ſhould be found in this my per- 
formance, which has coſt me no ſmall 
pains, that after all I have not erected a 
monument to the memory of this uncom- 
mon;man-equal-to'hig-tranſeendent merits, 
or that I have not gratified the church and 


world, or contributed any thing to the ge- 


neral good in the account I have given of 
him, yet I ſhall ever. enjoy the conſciouſ- 
neſs that I have 'ufed 1 my. utmoſt endeavours 
for theſe purpoſes, which, perhaps with 
too forward an hope of ſucceſs, have kin- 
led my e and animated my la- 
bour. FR 


8844 


Ve to * the extraordinary en- 
dowments and, virtues of Dr. W atts's mind, 
ſo 1 have prefixed to my work a Por- 
trait of his perſon taken from an original 
| painting of him lately become the poſſeſſion 
of Mrs. Elizabeth Abney. This painting 
gave me the beſt likeneſs of him I had ever 
before ſeen. 


I ſhall conclude my Preface with two 


lines from Virgil followed with a couplet 
of my own, which faithfully repreſent the 
ugh honour in which I bold his memory, 


6 and 


r 


and my purpoſes and prayers to imitate 


his glorious example. A 


Dum memor ipſe mei, dum ſpiritus hos reget artus, 
Semper honos, nomenque tuum, laudeſque manebunt. 
Te, venerande Pater, te perſequar omnibus horis 
Tramite in zthereo: O utinam quoque paſſibus zquis ! 


While Heav'n the pow'r of mem'ry ſhall prolong, 
Shall in this boſom fan the vital flame, 

Thee will I make the ſubject of my ſong, 

And all thy virtues, all thy praiſe proclaim : 


Thee, venerable Sire, will I purſue 

In thy celeftial courſe through all my days: 

Thy ſwift, ſwift progreſs could my ſoul renew, 
How great would be the pleaſure and the praiſe ! 
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I Education 9 | 1 
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tation of the Pſalms of David, bis 
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1 tear 25. p. 82, . 13, read pia. 

For deciſive, p. 147, 1. 17, read RP 
5 For labaret, p. 171, I. 16, read laboret. Fe 
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For Hand, p. 320, I. 10, read frand. 
After Domur; p. 460, I. 25, inſert adi. 
i 11 \ 
CN > : ; 
K 6 [ 
A — — — \ 
F 7 — 5 
” n | 5 1 


— 


* s 


oo oa 1 1 


wi 


+ Aw. ' 
fe, 


o — 


* . 
— 1 . * yr 
* — 7 * 1 
: : - Fi g 42 . _—_ E * 9 
* . ö * 
* 4 - 
* 1 * * 
- - * 2 - l 
— a 2 — 3 — _ - o — 4 7 — Has es * » 
En 1 
10 „ 
0 * = ” 
* - * * — 
* o «4 . oy 


5 


3 2 — * * 
a - * — 
O0 F 
— a4 
7 
- © - 5 


. | ISA = WAT TS. 


© H A P. I. 
His Birth, Childboed, 208d Claſſical —— 
R. Haac Watts was born. at Southampton, 


Ju 17, 1674. His inclination, for 
learning made an ney diſplay of itſelf, 


1 it 1s reported of him that, while he was very 
young, before he could ſpeak plain, when he 


>, His father, My. T/aac Watts, was the maſter of a very 
flouriſhing boarding-ſchool in that town, which was in ſuch 
reputation. that gentlemen's ſons were ſent to it from 


America and the Weft-Indies for education. He was a moſt 


pious, exemplary Chriſtian, and honourable Deacon of the 


Church of Proteflant Diſſenters in that place. He was im- 


priſoned more than once for his non- conformity, and durin g 


his confinement his wife has been known to ſit on a ſtone 
near the priſon-door ſuckling her ſon J1/aac. Several 
years ſince the following verſes, ſid in the copy I had of 


them to be compoſed by Mr. Watts at no leſs an age than 
that of eighty-ſix, wer communicated to me by a very re- 


ſpectable gentlewoman at Southampton. They are entitled, 
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had any money given him, he would ſay to his 


mother, 1 book, a book, e a Rooks Fe” 
RNS hs began 
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TRE SOUL'S DESIRE OF REMOVE. 


Long have 1 fojourn'd in "Ai weary land, 
Where fins and ſorrows every where abound : | 
Soul-threat*ning dangers fee how thick they ſtand ! 
Snares and temptations compaſs me around: 
- . *Tis an unhealthy clime, where vapours riſe, 
Whoſe peſtilential influences ſhed 
Malignant fumes beneath the gloomy ſkies, 
Which wound the heart, and ſtupify tie head. 
| BE | 
When ſhall my ſoul obtain a kind remove, 
Theſe fleſhly ſhackles broke, and I ſet fre: 
From this dark dungeon? Soon I'd mount above 
To ſee my God, the man who died for me. 
8 I 3 
My guardian- angel, come, and lead the way, 
Aſſiſt my foot ſteps in the ſacred road; 
Fl follow on through realms of endleſs day 
Up to the palace of my father, God; 
Where ſolac'd with the beatific ſight, 
No evil ſhall my perfect peace moleſt, 
But with thoſe holy ones array'd in white 
Shall enter into everlaſting n 


J have now in my hands an original letter of Dr. Wates 


_ 


to his father, dated Newington, Feb. 8, 1736-7, but two - 
days before his death, in which are the following paſſages, 


which ſhow the honour in which the ſon held the father, as 
well as are ſtriking proofs of the Doctor's pious ſpirit. 
- Honouted and dear Sir, Pp 


Tis now ten days ſince I heard from you, and learned by 


my nephews that you had been recovered from a very 
EO N threatening | 


F 


DA. IS AAC WATTS. x 
began to learn Latin at four years old, in the 


N of which, as well as the Greet lan- 


Suages 


1 


N ihneſz When you are in added of life I be- 


lieve my ſiſter is afraid to let me know the worſt for fear of 


affecting me too much. But as I feel old age daily ad- 


vaneing on myſelf “, I am endeavouring to be ready for 
my removal hence; and, though) it gives a ſhock to nature 


when what has been long dear to one is taken away, yet reaſon 
and religion ſhould teach us to expect it in theſe ſcenes of 
mortality, and a dying world. Bleſſed be God for our im- 
mortal hopes through the blood of Fe/us, who has taken away 


the fling of death! What could ſuch dying creatures do 


without the comforts of the Goſpel ? I hope you feel thoſe 
ſatisfactions af ſoul on the borders of life which nothing 
can give but this Goſpel, which you taught us all in our 


younger years: May theſe divine conſolations ſupport your 


ſpirits under all your growing infirmities, and may our 
bleſſed Saviour form your ſoul to ſuch an holy heavenly 
frame, that you may wait wich patience amidſt the languors 
of life for a joyful paſſage into the land of immortality! 
May no cares nor pains ruffle, nor afflict your ſpirit! May 
you maintain a conſtant ſerenity at heart, and ſacred calm- 
neſs of mind, as one. who has long paſt midnight, and is in 


view of the dawning day! The night is far ſpent, the day 


is at hand. Let the garments. of light be found upon us, 
and let us lift up our heads, for our redemption draws nigh. 
Amen. - - 
1 am, dear Sir, FAST moſt affectionate obedient Son, 
ISAAC WATTS. 


Upon the deceaſe of his father, the Doctor preached a 


ſermon at his own Meeting, on Zech. i. 5. Your fathers, 
** where are they? And the HE do they live for- 
% ever!?“ 

M.. Watts was the father of a numerous progeny, four 
ſons, and five daughters. The Doctor was the firſt-born of 


* The Docter was now in his 63d year, 3 
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guage, he made ſuch a ſwift progreſs under the 


care of the Rev. Mr. Pinhorne, a clergyman of the 
Eſtabliſnment, that he became the delight of 


his friends, and the admiration of the neighbour- 
hood. He ſtudied Hebrew alſo under the ſame 
maſter, as appears from a Latin Ode of the 


Doctor's inſcribed to him; which we ſhall give 
our Readers at the cloſe of the chapter, with 
an Engliſb tranſlation. * The Doctor was early 


taken notice of, ſays Dr. Jennings, © for his 
« ſprightlineſs and vivacity: talents which too 
ce often prove fatal ſnares to young perſons ; 
ce but, through the power of Divine grace, he 

ce was not only preſerved from criminal follies, 
« but had a deep ſenſe of religion upon his 
te heart betimes.” As proofs, the one of his 


uncommon genius, and the other of his power- 


ful g of piety, T wil mention two 


— 


ite family, Richard was the nd Enoch the third, and 


Sarab, afterwards married to Mr. Brack/tone, a draper at 


Southampton, was the fifth in ſucceſſion. I ſpecify the above, 
as there is an after mention of them in our work. 

It may not be improper to be added, that the Doctor's 
grandfather and grandmother were perſons of reſpectable 
characters, as appears from an ode, in his Horæ Lyricæ, on 
the death of an aged and honoured relative, Fuly 13, 1693, - 
Mrs. M. W. who was evidently, from ſome paſſages in the 


poem, his grandmoi her. The Doctor, in a marginal note on 


the ſecond line of the 5th ſtanza, tells us, that his grand 
<< father, Mr. Thomas Watts, had ſuch acquaintance with 
the mathematics, painting, muſic, and poeſy, &c. as gave 
<< him conſiderable eſteem among his contemporaries. He 
«© was commander of a ſhip of war 1656, and, by blowing 
ce up the D in the Dutch war, he was drowned in his 


Fa e 
. 
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particulars concerning him, communicated to 
me. many years ſince by his ſiſter Mrs. Sarab 
Brackſtone, of which I happily took down the 
memorials in my pocket-book. When he was 
only about ſeven or eight years old he was de- 
ſired by his mother to write her ſome lines, as 
was the cuſtom with the other boys after the 
ſchool. hours were over, for which ſhe uſed to 
reward them with a farthing. The Doctor 
obeyed, and preſented REV with the CY 


couplet: 


I write not for a farthing, bur to try 
How I your farthing writers can outvie. 


About the ſame time of life he compoſed a 
copy of verſes, which falling into the hands of 
his mother, ſhe, upon reading them, expreſſed 
her doubts whether he was the author of them. 
To ſatisfy her what he was able to perform in 


poetry he wrote the following Acroſtic upon 


his own name: 


I am a vile polluted lump of ek 
S o I've continued ever ſince my birth, - 
Although Jehovah grace does daily give me, ; 
As ſure this monſter Satan will deceive me, 
Come therefore, Lord, from Satan's claws [ 
_ , relieve. me. : 


W aſh me in thy blood, O Chriſt, 

A nd grace divine impart, 

T hen ſearch and try the corners of my heart, 
I hat I in all things may be fit to do 

8 ervice to thee, and ling thy praiſes too. 


« 


B 3 What 


LY 


—_— G_ 


— — 


on > "TA <=: = 
S J 


6% _ > MEMOLKS Dir. 


What a R OE dawn was here of the un- 
common brightneſs of the Doctor's future day! 
And how remarkably were the pious wiſhes of 
his childhood anſwered in the eminent ſervices 
he did to religion, and his ſpreading wide and 
far, eſpecially by his n a the divine 
9 g 
We have gagnißed $08 we ſhould give. our 
Readers at the concluſion of the chapter the 
ap Latin Ode to his claffical Tutor, the Rev. 
Mr. John Pinborne, with an Engliſh tranſlation. 
We the rather inſert it, not only on account of 
its intrinſic merit, but becauſe it contains ſuch 
a proper and honourable acknowledgment of 
the benefit he had received from his preceptor, 
evinces what a maſter the Doctor was of the 
Latin tongue at only twentysyears of age, the 
time the poem is dated, and diſcovers what a 


large and intimate acquaintance he had with 


the firſt Roman and Grecian poets. How few 


pupils comparatively have enjoyed ſuch a maſ- 


ter] But fewer maſters, I am perſuaded, could 
ever boaſt themſelves of ſuch a pupil. 


J . 


Ad 


* 


Dr. ISAAC WATTS. 7 


Ad Reverendum FVirum Dominum JOHANNEM 
PrxRORNE tf, fdum' Adoleſcentis Preceptorem. 
PINDARICI CARMINIS SPECIMEN. 1694. 
En te, Pinorni, Muſa Triſantica * 
Salutat, ardens diſcipulam tuam 
Grate fateri: nunc Athenas, 
Nunc Latias per ameenitates 
Tuts pererrans te recolit ducem, 
Te quondam teneros et Ebraia per aſpera greſſus 
Non dura duxiſſe manu. 
Tuo pateſcunt lumine TBeſpii 
Campi atque ad arcem Pieridan iter. 


En altus aſſurgens Homerus „ 


Arma deoſque yiroſque miſeens, 
Occupat ætherium Parnaſſi culmen: Homer: 
lmmenſos ſtupeo manes | 
Te, Maro, dulce canens ſylyas, te bella ſonantem 
Ardua, da veniam tenui venerare Camend ; 5 
Tuzque accipias, Thebane Vates, 
Debita thura lyræ. 


n of & » om. 233 
— ** 


+ Mr. Pinhorne was Maſter of the Free-School at South- 
ampton, Rector of All-Saints in the ſame place, Prebendary 
' of Leckford, and Vicar of Eling in the New Foreſt, Hants. 
He was held-in repute for learning, and bore the character 
of a worthy man. There is a monument erected to his 
memory at Eling now ſtanding, bearing this inſeription.— 


Here lies the body of the. Rev. Mr. Fobn Pinhorne, Pre- 


* bendary of Leckford, and Vicar of Bling, who died 

a 5 1714. Aged 03.” - Fe 
* Tri/anton is the Latin name for the river Hanton, and 
Triſantonis portus is Latin for SourhAur rox. Hence 
undoubtedly the Doctor calls his Muſe Tri/antica. | 
Vs Vobis 
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Vobis, magna hint clariſſima nomina, ſemper 
Scrinia noſtra patent, et pectora noſtra patebunt, 
Quum mihi cunque levem conceſſerit otia et horam 
3 JO _ pagina. 


1 II. 
Flaccus ad hanc 7. rake ponatur, at ipſe pudendas 
Deponat veneres. Venias fed purus * et inſons 
Ut te collaudem, dum, fordes et mala luſtra 
Ablutus, Venuſine, canis rideſve, Reciſæ 
Hic lege accedant Satyræ Fuvenalis, amari 
Terrores vitiorum. At longe ccecus abeſſet 
Perſius, obſcurus vates, niſi lumina circum- | 
-fuſa forent, Sphingiſque ænigmata, Bonde, ſcidiſſes. 
Grande ſonans Senecæ fulmen, grandiſque cothurni 
Pompa Sophaclzi celſo ponentur eodem 
Ocdine, et ambabus fimul hos ampleRar in ulnis. 
Tuto, poetæ, tuto habitabitis 
Pictos abacos : improba tinea 
Obiit, nec audet ſæva caſtas f 
Attingere blatta camænas. 
At tu renidens fœda epigrammatum 
Farrago inertũm, ſtercoris impii 
Sentina fœtens, Martialis, 
In barathrum relegandus inum 
Aufuge, et hinc tecum rapias Catullum 
Inſulsè mollem, naribus, auribus 
5 Ingrata caftis carmina, et improbi 
Spurcos N amores. 


xi EG 
Nobilis nen 8 Caledonis ab ora 
En Buchananus adeſt l. Divini pſaltis imago 
Jeſſiadæ ſal veto! potens ſeu Numinis iras 
Fulminibus miſcere, ſacro vel lumine mentis 


- 
1 


3 


«Horde, I. . f 6. 
| Fugare 
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Fiugare noctes, vel citharz ſono | LD. 5 q 
Sedare fluctus pectoris: 
Tu mihi hærebis comes ambulanti, 
Tu domi aſtabis ſocius perennis, 
Seu levi menſæ ſimul aſſidere 
Dignabere ſeu lecticæ: 
Mox recumbentis vigilans ad aurem 
Aureos ſuadebis inire ſomnos 
Sacra . inire ſomnos ob= 
livia curis. 
Stet juxta * Caſimirus, huic nec parcius ignem 
Natura indulſit, nec muſa armavit alumnum 
Sarbivium rudiore lyra. 
Quanta Polonum levat aura cygnum 
Humana linquens, en ſibi devii 
Montes recedunt, luxuriantibus 
Spatiatur in aëre pennis. 
Seu tu forte virum tollis ad æthera 
Cognatoſve thronos, et patrium polum 
Viſurus conſurgis ovans, + [5 
Viſum fatigas, aciemque fallis 
Dum tuum à longe ſtupeo volatum, 
O O non imitabilis ales! 
85 "3 SBS 
Sarbivii ad nomen gelida incalet 
Muſa, ſimul totus ferveſcere 
Sentio, ſtellatas levis induor 
Alas et tollor in altum. 
Jam juga Zionis radens pede 
Elato inter ſidera vertice 
. Longe deſpecto mortalia. 
Quam j juvat altiſonis volitare per æthera pennis, 
Et ridere procul fallacia gaudia ſecli 
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Terrellz grandia inani˖a 
Quæ mortale genus, heu mals, deperit. 
 O curas hominum miſeras !! cano, 
Et miſeras nugas diademata! 
Ventoſæ ſortis ludibrium! 
En mihi ſubſidunt terrene à pectote faces, 


Geſtit et enn divinum effundere carmen 


Mens afflata beo! !˖ĩ „! 

— at vos heroes et arma 
Et procul eſte dii, ludicra numina. 
Quid mihi cum veſtræ pondere lanceæ 
Pallas ! aut veſtris, Dionyſe, Thyrſis ? 

Et clava, et anguis, et leo, et Hercules, 
Et brutum tonitru fictitii patris 

Abſtate à carmine noſtro. 
V. 


S 


Te Deus omnipotens! Te noſtra ſonabit Ieſit 


Muſa, nec aſſueto cœeleſtes barbiton auſũ 


Tentabit numeros. Vaſti ſine limite numen, et 


Immenſum ws lege Deum numeri fine lege ſonabunt. 


Sed nating magna „ deſtituit vigor: divi- 
no jubare perſtringitur oculorum acies. En labaſcit 
pennis, tremit artubus, ruit deorſum per inane ætheris, 


jacet victa, obſtupeſcit, filet. 


Ignoſcas, Reverende vir, vano carmini: fragmen hoc 


rude licet et impolitum æqui bogi conſulas, et grati- 


tudinis jamdiu debitæ in partem reponas. 


AN 


DR. IS AAC WATTS. 


o 
DIR 


* 


AN ENGLISH TRANSLATION. 


Preceptor of my Younger. Years. 


© : IJ. ö : 
Pinhorne, permit the Muſe t'aſpire 


To thee, and vent th' impatient fire 


That in her boſom glows ; 
Fain would ſhe tune an equal lay, 
And to her honour'd Tutor pay 

The debt of thanks ſhe owes. 

| 1 

Through Plato's walks, a flow'ry road, 
And Latium's fields with pleaſure ſtrowd 

She owns thy guiding hand-; 
Thou too didſt her young ſteps convey 
Through many a rough and craggy way 

In Paliſtina's land. 

III. 

T was thine irradiating light 


Open'd the Theſpian vales to ſight, 


And taught the Muſe to climb | 
The mountains, where the Muſes choir. 
Now tune their breath, now touch the Iyze: 

To ecſtaſy ſublime. 

IV. 


Ot high Parnaſſus top poſſeſs'd 


See Homer tow'ring o'er the reſt— 
What a ſtupendous ftrain ! 
In battle gods and men contend, 


The heavens outrageous. uproars rend, 


And ſlaughters drench the plain. 


76 te Rev. Me. Es Pune, the faithful 
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W. . 
My « ear imbibes thiimmenſe delight, | | 
When Virgil's paſtoral lays recite 
| The country's humble charms, 
Or when his Muſe exalts her voice, 
And, like the warlike clarion's noiſe, 
Sounds the loud charge to arms. 
| VI. 
The Belas bard * my foul admires, 
His tow'ring flights, his mounting fires, 
The raptures of his rage. 
Hail, great Triumvirate ! your lays, 
The world conſenting in your praiſe, 
Reſound from age to age. 
A 
When from my labours in the mine 
Of heav'nly truth and grace divine 
Too leiſure Iretire, | 
I'Il ſeize your works with both my arms, 
T ake a ſweet range among their charms, 
And catch th' immortal fire. 
VIII. 
Ki ſhall with the choir be join „ 
When virtue has his verſe refin'd, 
And purg'd his tainted page +: 
Pleas'd I'll attend his lyric ſtrain, 
Hear him indulge his laughing vein, 


And ſatirize the age, 5 
1 IX, Next 


* Pindar. 

+ The Doctor has given v us an inſtance of his improve- 
ment of part of an ode of Horace, lib. iii. ode 29. which 
has become divine'under the new moulding he has beſtowed 
upon it. It is in his Remnants of Time employed in Proſe and 
Perſe, No. 4. quarto edit. vol. iv, page 608. 

| Horact's 


Brit 
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„ | IX, _ 
Next cleans'd from his unhallow'd ſcum 
The mighty Juvenal ſhall comma ĩ§2 
And high his vengeance wield: 
His ſatires ſound the loud alarm 
To Vice, ſhe ſees his lifted arm, 
And cow'ring quits the field. 
| X. In 


Horace's ſtanzas are 


Non meum eſt fi mugiat Africis 
Malus procellis, ad miſeras preces 
Decurrere, & votis paciſci, \ 
Ne Cyprie Tyriægue merces 
Addant avaro divitias mari. _ 

 Tunc me biremis præſidio ſcaphæ 
Tutum per Ægeos tumultus "65 
Aura feret, 'geminuſque Pellux.  +_ 


That is in My, Francis's tranſlation, . 
Though the maſt howl beneath the wind, 


I make no mercenary. prayers, 
Nor with the gods a bargain bind 
With future vows and ſtreaming tears 
To ſave my wealth from adding more 
To boundleſs Ocean's avaricious ſtore. 


Then in my little barge PII ride 
Secure amidſt the foamy wave, 
Calm will I ſtem the threat*ning tide, _ 
And fearleſs all its tumults brave ; 
ext Ev'n then perhaps ſome kinder gale, 
19 5 While the twin-ſtars appear, ſhall fill my Joyful ſail. 


The Doctor's improvement is as follows, entitled, The 
OVe- "il 2ri7i/b Fiſherman. Et: 
85 „ 3 
Let Spair's proud traders, when the maſt 
Bends groaning to the ſtormy blaſt, | 
I | - > MN 
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N „„ 
In vain ſhould I expect delight 


From Perſius wrapt in tenfold night, | 


Unleſs, :Q' Bond, thy ray 


Had pierc'd the ſhades that veil him round, 


And ſet his ſenſe obſcure, profound 
Amidſt the blaze of day. 
| XI, 


>>. ao 


Demands my wonder and my praiſe : 
What thunder arms his tongue! 
Now Sopho. les lets looſe his rage: 
With what a pomp he treads the ſtage, 
And how ſublime his ng e 
XII. 
In long and 8 array 


My ſhelves your volumes ſhall „ 


Ye fav rites of the nine! 


* 


Run to their beads with wretched plaints, 
And vow and bargain with their ſaints, 
Leſt Turkiſþ filks, or Tyrian wares | 
| Sink in the drowning ſhip; 
Or the rich duſt Peru prepares 
Defraud their long projecting cares, 
And add new treaſures to the greedy deep: 
FCC ; 
My little ſkiff, that fkims the ſhores 
With half a fail, and two ſhort oars, 
Provides me food in gentler waves ; 
But if they gape in watry graves, 
I truſt th* Eternal power, whoſe hand 
| Has ſwell'd the ſtorm ſo high, 
To waft my boat, and me to land, 
Or give ſome angel ſwift command 
To bear the drowning ſailor to the ſky. 


No 


} 


DA. ISAAC WATTS. 


No motb's, no worm's inſidious 1 rage | 


Shall dare to riot on your page, 
Or mar one modeſt line. 


XIII. 


Meantime let Martiabs bluſhleſs Muſe, * 


Whoſe wit is poiſon'd by the _— No 
 Catullus' wanton fire, | 
With Ovid's verſe, that as it rolls' 
With luſcious poiſon taints our ſouls, 
In bogs obſcene expire, * 
3 
See from the Caledanian ſhore, ' 
With blooming laurels cover'd o'er, 
Buchanan march along! 
Hail honour'd heir of David's lyre, 
Thou full-grown image of thy fire, & 
And hail thy matchlefs'fong! g 
What terror ſounds through all thy ſtrings 
When in his wrath th'Almighty flings 
His thunder through the ſkies ! 
Anon, when heav'n's wide op'ning ray 
Shines all our gloomy doubts away, 
How ſoft the notes ariſe ! 
| . e 
When billows upon billows roll, 
And night o'erwhelms the toſſing ſoul, 
How potent is thy lyre 
To huſh the raging ſtorm to reſt, 
Reftore the ſunſhine of the breaſt, 
And joy divine inſpire! _ 
| XVI. 
Thou, mered bard, whene'er I roye 
The ſmiling mead, or ſhady grove, 
Sun entertain my * 


* 
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My humble manſion thou ſhalt grace, I 
Shalt at my table find a place, | 
And tune th' extatic lay: 
XVIII. 


When the returning ſhades of night 


My eyes to balmy ſleep invite, 
Thy ſweet angelic airs 
Shall warble to my Us till ſleep's 


Soft influence o'er my ſenſes creeps, _ 


And buries all my cares. 
Vo 1 AN | 
Next comes the charming Caſimire! 


Exulting in ſeraphic fire 


The bard divinely ſings: 


The heav'nly Muſe inſpir'd his Gn. 


The heav'nly Muſe his viol ſtrung, 
And tun'd tf” harmonious firings, g 
| XX. 
See on what full, what rapid gates 
The Poliſb fwan triumphant fails ! 
He ſpurns the globe behind, 
And, mountains leſs'ning to the eye, = 
Through the unbounded fields on high 
Expatiates unconfin'd. 
XXI. 
W *tis his divine delight 
To bear in his exalted flight 
Some hero to the ſkies, 
Or to explore the ſeats above, 
His kindred ſeats of peace and love, 
9 peerleſs pinions riſe, 
XXII. 


With what a wing! To what an height 


He tow'rs and mocks the gazing ſight, 
Loſt in the tracts of day 


"OM 


A 


DR. IS AAC WATTS. 
I from as behold: his courſe” | 
Amaz'd with what a ſov/reign. foros... 
He mounts: his arduous Way. 
| XXIII. 
Methinks enkindled by the name 
Of Caſimire, a ſudden flame - 
Now ſhoots through all my fouls; 
J feel, I feel the raptures riſe, 
On ſtarry plumes I cut the ſkies, | 
And range from pole to pale; 
XXIV. 
T ouching on Zion's ſacred brow, 


My wand'ring eyes I caſt below, 


And our vain race ſurvey : 
O how they ſtretch their eager arms 
T'embrace imaginary charms, 
And throw their ſouls away! 
XXV. 

In grov'ling cares, and ſtormy ſtrife 
They waſte the golden hours of life, 
And murder ev'ry joy. 

What is a diadem that's toſt 


But a deluſive toy: 
XXVI. 


From all terreſtrial dregs refin'd 
And ſenſual fogs, that choke the mind, 


Full of th' inſpiring God 
My ſoul ſhall her fublimeſt lay 
To her Creator, Father, pay, 
And ſound his praiſe abroad. 
XXVII. 
Ye heroes, with your blood-ftain'd arms, 


| Avaunt! The'muſe beholds no charms 


In the deyouring ſword. 
WG 
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From hand to hand, now won, now loſt, | 


Ayaunt! 
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a 


Avaunt! ye deſpicable train 
Of Gods, the phantoms of the brain, 
By Greece and Rome ador'd. 
XXVIIE | 
Say what i is Wiſdom's quien to me, 
Or her fictitious Panoply, 
Or what the God ef wine? 
I never will profane this hand 
Around his tall imperial * wand 
The facred boughs to twine. 
XXIX. 
"Tis all romance beneath a thought 
How Hercules with lions fought, 
And cruſh'd the dragon's ſpires: 
Alike their Thunderer I deſpiſe, 
'The fabled ruler of the ſkies 
And his pretended fires. | 
Thy name, Almighty Site, and thine, 
Jeſus, where his full glories ſhine, 5 
| Shall conſecrate my lays ; 
In numbers, by no vulgar bounds control'd, 
In numbers, moſt divinely,ſtrong and bold, 
FI found through all the world th*immeaſurable praiſe. 


But in the moment the Muſe is promiſing great 
things her vigour fails, her eyes are dazzled with the 
divine glories, her pinions flutter, her limbs tremble ; 
ſhe ruſhes headlong from the ſkies, falls to the earth, 
and* there lies vanquiſhed, overwhelmed in confuſion 
and filence. | 


a ——— 
the 


n * 


The thyrſus mentioned by the Doctor in his ode was a 
ſpear twined round with ivy or bay leaves, which the vota- 
ries of Bacchus carried about in their hands at bis feaſts. 

Forgive, 


DI. IS AAC Mrs. 19 


F orgive, Rev. Sir, the vain attempt, and kindly ac- 


cept this poetical fragment, though rude and unpoliſhed, 


as an expreſſion of that gratitude which has been ſo 
long due to your merit. 

As an improvement of our chapter let me 
entreat all perſons, who intend a learned pro- 
feſſion, and eſpecially that of divinity, to make 


themſelves well acquainted with the Latin and 


Greet languages. Hereby an ample and ſolid 


foundation is laid for the ſuperſtructure which 


is to be erected on it. The works of nume- 
rous writers of the firſt character and benefit 


are compoſed in one or other of them, and a 


thorough acquaintance with theſe authors, 
which can only be attained by a maſtery of the 
tongues in which they wrote, will wonderfully 
enlarge our ſtores of knowledge, and perhaps 
contribute not a little to infuſe dignity and ele- 
gance into our compoſitions. Had not Dr. 
Walls been the good claſſical ſcholar he was 
he might never have ſhone with ſuch a pre- 
eminent luſtre as a poet and fine writer. By 


his early proficiency in the Latin and Greek he 


was not only prepared for academical exerciſes 
and ſtudies, but, whenever he wiſhed to. ban- 
quet on a Latin or Greek writer, the rinds in 
which their rich ideas were incloſed immediate- 
ly opened their internal treaſures to him. 
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CHAP, U. 
His Academical 8 tudies. 
HAVE been informed that, while. the 


Doctor was a youth, Dr. Jobn Speed, a phy- 
ſician, and ſome other gentlemen at Southamp- 


ton, obſerving his genius, and being willing to 


encourage it, offered to be at the charge of his 


education at one of our Engliſh univerſities, but 
that he declined the propoſal, ſaying, ©. He was 


e determined to take his lot among the diſſent- 
« ers,” Accordingly, in the year 1690, he 
was ſent to London for academical education 
under the Rev, Mr. Thomas Rebe, and in 1693, 
in his 19th year, he joined in communion with 


the church under the paſtoral care of his tutor *. 


<«« have been credibly informed, ſays Dr. Fen- 


the. 


* — N — — N 


* My. Thomas Rowe was the ſon of the Rev. Fohn Rowe, 
M. A. who was ejected by the Act of Uniformity 1662 
from We/tminfter Abbey. The father, and afterwards the 
ſon were paſtors of the church of Proteſtant Difſenters 
now meeting at Haberdaſhers-Hall, London, of which the 
Editor of theſe Memoirs has been paſtor 36 years. He 
thinks it an tonour that a predeceſſor of his was tutor and 
paſtor to ſo great and good a man as Dr, Watts, and that 
the church under his care has been ſo eminently diſtin» 
guiſhed as to have him for a member. I have heard the 
Doctor ſpeak with great honour of Mr. Roe, and there is 
an ode addreſſed to him in his Zyric Poems, which breathes 
the 8 5 eſteem and affection he had for him. 
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ringe, that, while he reſided in this college 


© of learning, his behaviour was not only ſo 
c inoffenſive that his tutor declared he never 
« gave him any occaſion of reproof, but ſo ex- 
« emplary that he often propoſed him. as a 
ce pattern for his other pupils for imitation.” 
No doubt can reaſonably be made but the 
Door diligently applied himſelf ro his ſtudies 
by any perſon who conſiders what a ſtrong and 
over-ruling inclination he diſcovered to litera- 


ture from his earlieſt age, and the treaſures of 


knowledge and erudition he opened to the 


world not many years after his academical edu- 


cation was completed. But to put the matter 
beyond all poſſible queſtion, I will take the 
liberty of tranſcribing two of the Doctors 7. beſes 
from a manuſcript yolume in his own hand, 

given me after his deceaſe by his brother, Mr. 
Enoch Watts, The volume contains no leſs 
than twenty-two Latin Diſſertations which were 

evidently his college-exerciſes. The ſubjects 
may be ranged under the articles of Phy/ical, 

Metaphyſical, Ethical, and Theological. TWO of 
theſs Theſes are as follow : Ko 


S 


An Deus fit verax? Affirmatur. 


Rarz ſane proterviæ eſt iſte vir qui veraci- 
tatem Deo eripere auſit, et omnem rations 
lucem ejeraſſe oporteat, et ipſum cjerafſe Deum 
qui adelem negat : face ergo potius quam 
C 3 fuſte 


= LL 


TE DE 
i 3 — 
2 r — 
TT 


——ů— 2 ——— ; 
＋ T2 — : * 
8 


. | MEMOIR'S OF 


elfectum, vel dabit. 


fulte et opus in hac theſi tractanda quæ peni- ; 


tius explicari magis quam laborioſe probari 


quærit. Ita vero explicanda eſt, et tali lumi- 


ne circumſundenda, ut cum aliquo Dei actu 
aut attributo ne quidem videatur pugnare. 
Ut pateat Dei veracitas retegenda eſt veritas in 
genere, quæ hanc ut ſpeciem ſibi inferiorem 
vendicat. Notio veritatis in congruentia fita 
eſt; et concordiã inter unam rem et aliam. Sic 
Phyſica veritas eſt conformitas corporis cum 
principiis ex quibus ortum eſt. Veritas apud 
Logicos dicitur cohærentia quæ ideæ mentis 
cum objecto intercedit. Veritas Erhica eſt cum 
dicta factis, et facta dictis conformia ſunt. Huic 
analogica eſt Dei veracitas, ad eam enim attri- 
butorum claſſem redigitur que moralis dicitur, 
quia virtutes illis analogicæ lege morali homi- 


nibus præcipiuntur; quapropter conformita- 


tem ſermonis divini cum rebus præteritis, pre- 
ſentibus, et futuris Dei veracitatem auſim ap- 
pellare, rebus, inquam, præteritis, nunc tem- 


poris, et futuris, ſive eæ ſunt res geſtæ, ſive 
Propria decreta, ſive ſint naturæ rerum et 


eſſentiæ, five futura ſibi efficienda, ſeu per- 
mittenda tantum. Deum ergo veracem eſſe 
ſignificat ipſum nullam unquam decretorum 
enunciationem, nullam narrationem, nullam 
doctrinam, ſuis decretis, rebus geſtis, aut na- 
turæ rerum contrariam protuliſſe; neque ali- 
quid unquam pollicitum eſſe, aut minatum, 
aut prædixiſſe quod non ſuo tempore vel dedit 


Ut 


dit 
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Ut vero rectè intelligatur quod propoſuimus, 
nec ſiniſtrè acceptum fit par aut trias limita- 
tionum adhibenda eſt. 

1. Si quando ſacer ſpiritus ſancti amanuenſis 
cœleſtes tabulas floribus interſperſerit rhetoricis 
tales prophetias ſenſu literali adimplendas ſpe- 
rare ridiculum eſſet et abſurdum. . 

2. Si quando ſe hoc aut illud velle aſſerit 


Deus quod non tamen peragit iſta volitio æqui- 


vocè intelligenda eſt et de voluntate legiſla- 
tiva tantum. 

3. Si Deus aut polliceatur quid ſe daturum, 
aut ſe puniturum minetur tacitis conditionibus 
annexis facile ipſe à falſitatis ſuſpicione purga- 
tur, licet promiſſa non peregerit, ſi conditiones 
appenſæ deſunt. Quod ipſe Dominus de ſe 
teſtatur, Jerem. xviii. 7, 8, 9, 10. cujus verba, 
quia multum ad rem faciunt, contractè recitabo. 


% Quo momento eloquar contra gentem, me 


ce illam demoliturum eſſe, fi convertatur gens 
* 1lla a malo ſuo pcenitebit quoque me ejus 
«© mali quod cogitavi. Quo autem momento 
*« loquar de gente, &c. me ædificaturum, fi 
« malum fecerit, viciſſim pœnitebit me illius 
*© boni quod dixero, &c.“ 

4. Excipias iterum Dei minas fi quando ad 
plenum non perficiuntur. Adeò ſummè enim 
benignum eſt. Numen, adeò mite et creaturæ 


amans, ut vix poſſit manus ultrices in ejus cla- 


dem armare. Nec tamen vis infertur veraci- 
tati, minæ enim, quibus lex ſancitur, non tam 
demonſtrant neceſſarium vindicis juſtitiæ egreſ- 
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ſam quatenus omnes pœnæ circuniſtantias, 
quam meritum pœnæ in peccante, et in legiſſa- 
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10 i tore puniendi jus. Ut demus nebulam homi- 
10 nis lapſi infcitia eſſe indutam quo minus egre- 
1 giam dictorum Dei cum factis conſonantiam 
0 perſpicuè cernamus inde tamen Deo quicquid 
fil decedere minimè æquum eſt. Stat ac ſtabit 
bl æternum ſacrum volumen veracitate Dei utraque 
1 pagina inſcriptam præferens; ac, ut nullum 
#l detur verbum, ratio humana abundè id ſuadet. 

171 Primus verò loquatur ipſe Deus, et ſe veracem 
3 -pronunciet; imo audiatis (revereamini !) juran- 
wt tem Deum, Pſal. Ixxxix. 35, © Semel juravi 
: te per ſanctitatem Davidi, non mentiar.” Quid 
1 magis ſacrum, quid magis tremendum quam 
41 Numinis jusjurandum? Huic textui aſtipula- 
4 | tur Paulus et confirmat. Heb. vi. 17. Fide- 
. e juſſit jurejurando ut per res immutabiles in 
1 te quibus fieri non poteſt ut mentitus fit Deus.“ 
5 | Sed ad artificialia argumenta divertamus. 

„ . I:. Divine veracitatis locuples teſtis eſt tot 
ö | et tantarum urbium ſubverſio, tot ruina popu- 
U lorum, tot denique privatæ res geſtæ, quarum 
ji prædictio mille ante annos extitit. Hinc Dei 
f verba autoritas conciliatur et demonſtratur 
verax Deus. 
bo 2. Niſi fidelis Deus fit perit religio. Fallates 
Ty flammis committantur ſcripture et erubeſcat 
. | longus interpretum grex. Impoſtor Moſes et 
David, falſus Eſaias et quotquot minores pro- 
i phetæ. Redeat oculis captus Mzonides, et 
a commentitiam deorum turbam adorabimus. 
1 Abſit! 
5 


us. 
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Abſit! abſit! Deus ſane noſter et unicus verax 
eſt, aut Deus nullus. 

3. Si non effectum dat enicyuls prædixit 
Deus, aut novit ſe non facturum, aut neſcivit 


dum prædixit. Si novit non eſt ſummè bonus 
qui creaturas vellet fallere; fi neſcivit, non 


omniſcius eſt, nec quidem immutabilis. Eſt 
vero omniſcius, et immutabilis, et ſumma be- 
nignitate omnes ſuæ actiones perfuſæ ſunt. Nec 
poſſit fallere, nec falli. Agnoſcamus ergo 
ſummè veracem, et celebremus Deum. 


IN ENGLISH. 


Whether God is faithful? Affirmed. 


That man muſt be arrived at a very unuſual 
pitch of boldneſs indeed, who dares to rob God 
of his veracity, ſince before this he muſt abjure 
all the light of reaſon, and even the Deity him- 
ſelf 

In diſcourſing upon our Theſis, there is a 
greater call for definition than argument, as the 


ſubject is of ſuch a nature as to require rather 


an accurate explanation than a laborious proof. 
Our buſineſs is ſo to open and repreſent the 


divine veracity, and diffuſe ſuch a light over 


it, that it may not ſeem to claſh with _ act or 
attribute of Deity. 


That we may have a clear conception of the 


veracity of God, let us conſider truth in general, 
under which the divine veracity as a particular 


4 ſpecies 
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ſpecies is to be comprehended. The notion of 
truth lies in congruity or agreement between 
one thing and another. Thus Phy/ical truth is 
the conformity of a body with the principles 
whence it originated; Logical truth is the agree- 
ment of the idea in the mind with the object; 
and Ethical truth is the harmony of our words 
with our actions, and of our actions with our 
words; analogous to which is the truth of God, 
for it belongs to that diviſion of the Divine at- 
tributes which is ſtyled moral, becauſe virtues 
analogous to theſe attributes are by the moral 
law required of mankind. Upon which ac- 
count I may be bold to ſay that the conformity 
of the word of God with things paſt, preſent, 
and to come, conſtitutes the idea of divine 
truth; J ſay, with things, paſt, preſent, and to 


come, whether they are things actually per- 


formed, whether they are particular decrees, 


whether they are the natures and eſſences of 


things, or whether they are future things to be 
effected, or only permitted. That God is true 
therefore ſignifies that he never iſſued any de- 


claration of his decrees, any hiſtory, any doc- 


trine contrary to his decrees, to what was done 
by him, or to the nature of things; and that 
he never at any time promifed any thing, or 
threatened any thing, or predicted any thing 
which in its appointed ſeaſon he did not per- 
form, or which ſhall not be performed by him. 

But that what we propoſe may be rightly un- 
derſtood, and that there may be no miſtake of 


\ | ; | OU 
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our meaning we ſhall lay down two or there 
limitations. 

1. If at any time the inſpired penmen of 


ſcripture have inſerted into their writings any 
flowers of rhetoric, it would be both ridiculous 


and abſurd to expect that prophecies delivered 


in this form ſhould be literally accompliſhed. 
2. If at any time God declares that he wills 
this or that, which in the reſult of all he does 
not perform, this volition is to be underſtood . 
with latitude, and Oy expreſſing his will as a 
legiſlator. 
3. If God ſhould promiſe that he will confer 


any bleſſing, or ſhould threaten . that he would 


inflict any puniſhment, in caſes where ſecret . 
conditions are implied, he would be {ſtill clear 
of all imputation of falſehood, though he ſhould 
neither perform the promiſe, nor. execute the 
puniſhment, even though the conditions are not 
expreſſed, This God teſtifies concerning him 
ſelf, Jer. xviii. 9—10, which paſſage, as it is 
ſo much to our point, I will briefly recite. 
« At what inſtant I ſhall ſpeak concerning a 
« nation to pluck it up, if that nation turn 
from their evil, I will repent of the evil that 
“I thought to do unto them. And at what 
ce inſtant I ſhall ſpeak concerning a nation to 


« build it, if it do evil in my ſight, then will 


<«« I repent of the good nern I ſaid I would 
gh _— them!“ 
If God ſhould not fulfil his chreatenings 


to je utmoſt extent of their meaning he is nat 


for 
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for that reaſon to be thought unfaithful, So 


ſuperlatively kind is the Deity, ſo merciful, and 
full of love to his creatures, that ſcarce can he 


call forth his vengeance for their deſtruction, 
but Kill his veracity is preſerved inviolable; be- 
cauſe the threatenings with which his laws are 
armed do not ſo much demonſtrate the neceſſary 
egreſs of his avenging juſtice as to all the cir- 
cumſtances of, puniſhment, as the deſert of pux 
niſhment in the offender, and the right of 
puniſhment in the lawgiver. 

Should we grant that ſo great a clond of 1 ig- 
-norance darkens the mind of man in his fallen 


| Nate as to prevent in ſome caſes our clear diſ- 


covery of the perfect harmony of the word with 
the actions of Deity, yet by no means are we 
to detract from the honours of the divine ve- 
racity. The ſacred volume remains, and ſhall 
for ever remain inſcribed in both its parts with 
the truth of God; and even upon the ſuppoſi- 
tion that he had not given us his word, we 


might be fully ſatisfied of his veracity from hu- 


man reaſon only. _ 
We may obſerve upon the ſubject, that God 


himſelf ſpeaks to us, and aſſerts his own faithful- 
neſs; nay we ſhall hear him (and let it be with 
all becoming reverence) ſwearing by himſelf, 
Pſal. Ixxxix. 35. Once have I ſworn by my 


cc holineſs, that I will not lie unto David. 


What can be more tremendous than the oath 
of God himſelf ? The apoſtle Paul agrees with 
this text, and ratifies what it declares. Heb. vi. 

| 17. 
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17. © Wherein God, willing more abundantly | 


< to ſhew unto the heirs of promiſe the im- 
cc mutability of his counſel, confirmed it by an 
ce oath, that by two immutable things, in which 
« jit.was impoſſible for God to lie, we might 
ce have a ſtrong conſolation, &ec.” - 

But let us now attend to ſome other argu- 
ments, which are rather deductions chan expreſa 
declarations. As, 

1. The overthrow of ſo many and ſo great 
cities, of the deſtruction of ſo many people, 


and finally, of ſo many private events Which 


have taken place, the predictions of which pre- 
ceded them a thouſand years before they hap- 
pened are proofs of the divine veracity. By 


theſe the authority of the word of God is eſta- 


bliſhed, and E are ſo many monuments of 
his truth. „ os 


1 God were not faithful emed to all re- 
ligion. Then let the ſcriptures over- run with 


falſehoods be thrown into the flames, and let 


the long train of interpreters be confounded 


with ſhame. Moſes and David, IJſaiab and all 
the minor propbets have deceived us. Let the 
blind Homer riſe from his grave, and we will 
adore his romantic rabble of. Gods. Periſh, 


periſh the thought! Either our God is the only 
true God, or there is no God at all. | 
3. If God does not perform what he has pre- 
dicted, he either knew that he would not do 
what he had foretold, or he did not. If he 
knew that he * not do it, he is not ſu- 
premely 
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premely good in thus deceiving his creatures; 
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if he did not know that he would do it, he is 
neither immutable nor omniſcient. But God 


is omniſcient and immutable, and all his actions 
are -expreſſive of the greateſt goodneſs. He - 
can neither deceive nor be deceived. Let us 


therefore acknowledge that he is faithful in the 


higheſt degree, and praiſe him accordingly ! 


An mens humana fit immaterialis? 


Air natur. 


< 


Miranda ſunt nec minus pernicioſa eorum 
neſcio an dixerim philoſophorum deliria, qui 
ſpiritum humanum materialem eſſe volunt, cum 


tanta et menti et ſenſibus vel raptim abeuntis 


exinde abſurda occurrent, et incommoda quo- 
rum pauca infra oſtendamus; at nominum de- 
finitiones prius proponenda ſunt, ne, ſicut hoſ- 
tibus in gratiam redactis eorum arma in ſe in- 
vicem vibrata clangant, ita rebus ipſis conſen- 
tientibus pugnam committant dictiones. 

Per mentem humanam intelligo cogitationem 


illam, quam quiſque in ſe experitur, vel clariòs 


ſic, principium illud internum omnium noſ- 
trarum cogitationum, noſtrorum appetituum, 
et noſtrarum voluptatum, cujus ope produci- 
mus omnes functiones, quæ aliquam cogita- 
tionem includunt, in quo, tanquam in primo ſuo 


ſubjecto, omnes cogitationes continentur. 


I Theſeus 


1 


WS 
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Theſes noſtræ prædicatum, viz. vox imma- 
terialis ſecundo ſe offert explicandum. Omne 

illud immateriale eſſe dico, quod non eſt exten- 


ſum, quod non habet partes extra partes, 


quoniam omne extenſum in longum, latum, et 
profundum materiæ nomen apud optimos ob- 
tin uit. 0 | 

Patefacto jam itinere in arenam deſcendimus. 
Sed O quot et quanti me in limine aggrediun- 
tur! Primo, occurrit Epicurus, inſtat Tertullia- 
nus, urgent Hobbes et ejuſdem ſectatores, Græci 
et Barbari, Ethnici, et veræ religionis, at pauci 
profeſſores. IIli nollent animos qu 
eſſe ne forte fiant immortales, et quo liberi 
peccent immaterialitatis ideam ex intelle&u 
obliterant ; alii ad firmanda erraticæ ſuæ reli- 
gionis dogmata, alii autem ob ignorantiam, 
præjudicia, & inconſiderantiam inter animam 
et corpus non ſatis accuratè diſtinguunt. 

Quod ad argumentationem attinet ſpecte- 
mus. Sequentia ratiocinia hæc è multis pauca 


ſelegi. 


1. Si corpus poſſit cogitare cogitatio eſt mo- 
dus corporis, et à partium poſitione aut moty 
pendat, Quænam jam eſt iſta poſitio quæ cogitet? 
Quæ figura? An è tribus an quatuor angulis 
conſtat? Si autem in motu conſtare dicis, quiſ- 
nam quæſo ille motus? Nullum ego præter 
localem agnoſco, et ſi hic eſt cogitatio tum 
quumcunque corpus movet cogitat. Meræ 
ſunt haz nugæ et afflatũ rationis in nihilum re- 
ducendæ. | 

2. C | 


— % Meter 
2. Corpus ſeu materia eſt; ut volunt philoſophi, 
principium paſſivum; at cogitationem actionem 
eſſe quis negat, illam præſertim cogitationis 
ſpeciem que, voluntas dicitur? Regeras forſan 
materiem quidem inertem efle, at extenſionem 
dari ſpiritualem quæ activa eſt. Reſpondeo, 
tecum alias diſputationem ineundam eſſe ut 
error hic tuus inter extenfionem et materiam 
diſtinguens revincatur. 
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17 3. Si corpus poſſit cogitare cogitatio eſt mo- 
oh dus corporis eſſentialis, aut accidentalis. Non 
9 eſſentialis quia tunc inſeparabilis eſſet et omne 
if corpus cogitaret. Nec accidentalis quia acci- 
ah; | dens nec concipi poteſt ſine ſubjecto, nè præ- 
=_ ciſiva quidem abſtractione, nam fic accidens 
1: concipetetur ſine eſſentia ſua cujus eſſe eſt in- 
1 eſſe. At conare jam, Adverſarie, nonne poſſis 
"== cogitare de voluntate- tua, et potentia teipſum 
= determinandi, de gaudio, amore, et affectibus : 
Js tuis, ſine ulla perceptione rei externa? Poſſis N 
i certe, ergo nec cogitatio eſt accidens corporis. 
0 4. Illud eſt eſſentiale rei attributum prima- 
5 rium et eam conſtituit quod poſſit concipi aliis 
. proprietatibus non conceptis, aliæ vero non ſine 
1 illo. Cogitalio et entenſio tali modo conveniunt 
. ſpiritui et corpori, nec unum eorum aliquid aliud 
A ; preſupponit in quo fundetur. Sunt ergo ef- 
9 ſentialia, et ſpecierum propriarum maximè di- 
1 I verſarum conſtitutiva. Quando ergo binæ tl 
. eſſentiæ ad unum aliquod ſimplex conſtituen- 5 
+ dum concurrunt, tunc materiam poſſe cogitare a: 
5 N credam. 
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5. Poſtremum et grande argumentum cui 
ſuccumbet et aſſentiet omnis intellectus o9ixaan- 


Ins hoc modo proponitur. Axioma eſt in omni 


ubique philoſophia eſſentiam ab operationibus 


cognoſci. Quales ſunt operationes, tale eſt 


ſubjectum. Mentis noſtre operationes ſunt 
cognitio, dubitatio, affectio, & his ſimiles. 


Nunc quænam extenſio cognitioni adjungitur ? 
Nec longitudo certe, nec latitudo, nec craſſi- 
ties. Si ergo cognitio, ſeu volitio eſt imma- 


terialis, idem eſt ſubjectum cognitionis. Corpus 
neſcit tales actus exerere, nam ſic ultra ſphæram 


ſuæ activitatis ageret, itemque e eſſet no- 
bilior cauſa, . 


Sufficiant hæc, & ut mihi videntur ſuffciunt 


cuivis non pertinaciter opinioni alicui contra 
rationem inhærenti. Quod ſiquis poſt hæc om- 


nia propriam mentem materiam eſſe aſſeret, per 
me licet inter iſta degat animalia quæ gramine 


veſcuntur, philoſophorum, imo hominum ſoci- 
etate prorſus indignus. 


IN ENGLISH. 


Whether the Mind of Man 15 immaterial 22 
Armed. | 


Very ſurpriſing, and no leſs pernicious are, 
I know not whether J ſhould not call them, 
thoſe dreams of ſome philoſophers who main- 
tain that the mind of man is material, as the 


flagrant abſurdities and miſchiefs of ſuch a no- 


. 10 
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tion muſt ſtrike even the moſt haſty obſerver, 
ſore of which we may Point out before” we 
cloſe our diſcourſe. 

Previous to our entrance upon our ſubjvet 
it is proper we ſhould ſettle our terms, leſt, 
like as enemies brought over to our ſide may 
fall out with one another, our words ſhould 
claſh, at the ſame time there is an agreement 
among the things themſelves. 

By the mind of man I underſtand that cogita- 
tion which every one feels within himſelf, or. 

to expreſs myſelf more clearly, that internal 
principle of all our thoughts, of our deſires, 
. and of our volitions, to which we owe all thoſe 
operations in which any degree of thought 1s 
concerned, or that principle which as in its 

prime ſubject includes all our thoughts. 

We ſhall next attend to our predicate, I call 
all that immaterial which is not extended, that 
which has not parts annexed to parts, for what- 

* ever has the dimenſion of length, breadth, and 
0 thickneſs is properly denominated matter in 
* 1 the opinion of the beſt philoſophers. 

Having opened our way, we now enter into 
the field. But what a numerous and formi- 
dable hoſt immediately appears in array againſt 
us? Firſt Epicurus, then Tertullian, next 
Hobbes and his followers oppoſe me, Greeks, 


Fi 4 Barbarians, Pagans, and ſome, though but a | 
* few, profeſſors of the true religion. Some 

5 will not admit that the mind of man is imma- N 
1 terial, leſt the — ſhould preſs them : 


1 | a that 
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that it is immortal, and that they may have no 
check upon them in their courſe of ſin they 
exclude from 3 human ſoul the idea of im- 
materiality. Others adopt the error that they 
may by it ſupport their miſtaken notions in 
religion. And a third ſort, through ignorance, 
prejudices, and inconſideration, do not with 
ſufficient accuracy draw the line between mind 
and matter. | 

We ſhall now conſider what arguments may 
be alleged in proof of our propoſition that the 


mind of man is 1mmaterial. I have ſelected 


the. following reaſons out of many that W 
be adduced : 

1. If the body is capable of 1 9 
thought is a mode of body, and depends either 
upon the poſition of its parts, or upon motion. 
But what is that poſition of parts which thinks? 
What is its figure ? Does it conſiſt of three or 
four angles! 7 Or if thinking depends upon 
motion, let me aſk what is that motion? 1 
know of no motion but what is local, and if 
this is thinking, then whenever a body moves 
it thinks. But theſe are mere bubbles which 
inſtantly diſſolve before the breath of reaſon. 

2. Body or matter according to Philoſophers : 


is a paſſive principle, but who is there can 


deny but thinking is an action, and more eſpe- 
cially that kind of it which is called vo/ition ? 


Lou may perhaps reply, ce that matter is inert, 
te but that there is a ſpiritual extenſion which 
n 


To which I aniwer, that it muſt 
DD 2 be 
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be in a manner different from that of reaſoning, 
by which your error ſnould be combated, that 
of diſtinguiſhing between extenſion and matter. 
3. If body can think, thinking muſt. be 
either an eſſential, or an accidental mode. It 
cannot be an eſſential mode, for if it were it 
would be inſeparable, and all bodies would 


think. It cannot be an aceidental mode, be- 


cauſe we can have no conception of an acci-- 
dent, no, not even upon the moſt refined 
abſtraction without a ſubje&, otherwiſe an 
accident would be conceived of without its 
eſſence, when its very being is an in- being in 
that eſſence. Now try, my adverſary, I ad- 
dreſs myſelf to you, whether you cannot think 


of your will, of the power of determining 


yourſelf, of joy, of love, and your other af- 
fections without any idea of any thing extend- 
ed? You can undoubtedly : conclude then 
that thought is not an accident of body. 

4. Thar is an effential, primary attribute of 
a thing, and which indeed mu oo it which 
may be conceived of without oth properties, 


at the ſame time that other properties cannot 
be conceived of without an idea of that attri- 


bute. Thinking and extenſion conſidered in this 
manner agree the one to /pzri/, the other to 


body, nor does either the one or the other pre- 


ſuppoſe any thing beſides in which it ſhould be 
founded ; thinking and extenſion therefore are 
eſſential attributes of two particular kinds of 


| beings which are at the greateſt remove from 


each 


P 


each other. 


a 
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conſtitute one ſimple being ſhall I believe that 
thinking belongs to matter. d 

5. The laſt and grand argument, to which 
all lovers of truth will yield their aſſent, may 
be thus repreſented, It is an axiom that uni- 
verſally prevails in philoſophy, that an eſſence 
may be known by its operations, or in other 


words, as are the operations ſuch are the ſub- - 
jects. Now the operations of our minds are 


knowledge, doubting, affefion, and the like, 
But what connexion has extenſion with know- 


ledge? Knowledge unqueſtionably has neither 


length, breadth, nor thickneſs. If therefore 
judgment or volition is immaterial, its ſubject 
is immaterial too. The body is incapable of 


_ exerting ſuch acts, for it would then go beyond 


the ſphere of its power, and the effect would be 
more excellent than its cauſe, | 


Let theſe arguments ſuffice, and to me they 


appear ſufficient to ſatisfy any mind that will 
not obſtinately adhere to its opinion againſt the 
force of reaſon. If any perſon, after all that 


has been alleged, - ſhould ſtill infiſt upon it 


that his own mind is material, T ſhall have 
no objection to his turning out among the ani- 


mals which graze the fields, as he is utterly 


unworthy the Seher of rene and indeed 

of mankind. 1 
Beſides the Latin theſes in the volume above 
mentioned, of which we have given the ante- 
D 3 | cedent 


Not then till theſe two eſſences 
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cedent ſpecimens, there are alſo inſerted two 
Engliſh ' Diſſertations, the firſt made, as the 
Doctor prefixes it, for our meeting together 
(meaning undoubtedly the Students of the 
Academy) on Saturday im Fuly 1693, and the 
other for our meeting together on Saturday 
Sept. 9 1693. "Theſe Engliſh Diſſertations ap- 
pear to us too meritorisds not to have a place 
in our work, and may excite ſtudents and 
candidates for the miniſtry in the ſeveral col- 
leges of religion and learning to imitate the 


example of the Doctor and his fellow-pupils, 


and therefore we make no apology for preſent- 
ing them to the world. 


DISSERTATION 5 


Whether the Doctrine of, Juſt cfcation by 
Faith alone tends to re peng fend 


Dis by wilful ſinning againſt an ins 
command, ſullied the glory of his innocence, 
and loſt that inherent righteouſneſs which, ac- 
cording to the tenor of the firſt covenant, en- 
titled him to the favour of God and felicity. 
Juſtice requires ſatisfaction for the injuries done 
to its law, and a perfect obedience is neceſſary 
to procure a new title to happineſs. Fallen 


man is altogether unable either to pay the 


debt, .or to work for life, for the loſs of his 


original righteouſneſs left hum wholly deſtitute 
of 
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of any power to regain it. If ever therefore 
he be freed from the curſe of this law, it is 
requiſite that its penalty be ſuffered, and if 


ever he be admitted again into divine favour 


it muſt be by the imputation of the righteouſ- 


neſs of another. Feſus Chriſt has undertaken 


the cauſe, The eternal Son of God became 


fleſh, and tabernacled-among us; he bore the 
puniſhment which guilty man had incurred, 


and fulfilled the law to which the promiſe of 
life was annexed. Now that both his ſufferings 
and his obedience are imputed to us in order to 


acceptance with God, I ſhall at 9 only 
offer theſe two Scriptures. 


Gal. iii. 13. © Chriſt hath redeemed us from 
« the curſe of the law by being made a curſe 
« for us.” © What words can be more empha- 
tical? We, who muſt otherwiſe have been 
accuried to eternity, are redeemed therefrom 


by his being. made a curſe for us, and the 


curſing ſentence being executed upon him. 

The ſecond Scripture is Rom. v. 19. © As” 
e by the diſobedience of one many were made 
ce ſinners, ſo by the obedience of one ſhall 
e many be made righteous.” The words in 
the original are xaTarTalnoovt a: Orxauo,. ſhall | be 
conſtituted righteous according to a law, or co- 
venant, as I heard the Rev. Mr. Alſop explain 
them, and ſaid that he could not tell any other 
conſiſtent: ſenſe of theſe words. 

Thus briefly of the imputation of Chriſt's 
righteouſneſs, But how comes it to be imput- 
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ed to us, or made ours? It is anſwered by 
faith alone; fo the aſſembly of divines exprefs 
it in their catechiſm. The perfect obedience 


and full ſatisfaction of Chriſt are imputed to us 
by God, and received by faith alone. Tis 


faith alone receives this righteouſneſs. Good 


works have nothing to do in the receiving it, 


or in juſtifying us. Infinite juſtice will be ſa- 
tisfied with no leſs than complete righteouſneſs, 
and therefore ur ie wn broken and imperfect 
righteouſneſs is inſufficient. Conſult that text 
Rom. iv. 5. To him that works not, but 
ce believes on him who juſtifies the ungodly, 
ge his faith accounted for righteouſneſs.” Now 
it cannot be meant that faith itſelf is imputed 
as the matter of our righteouſneſs, becauſe 
faith, conſidered in inſelf, is a good work; 
but what is intended is the object of faith, 
namely, Chriſt's righteouineſs. The Apoſtle, 
to avoid all miſtakes, declares, iſt, nega- 
tively, that works are to be excluded, and, 
2dly, poſitively, that we receive a righteouſ- 
neſs by faith. | 

_ I ſhall not inſiſt further on the Fines” of the 
point, becauſe it ſeems to be granted in the 
queſtion ; yet ſo much was neceſſary to be pre- 


miſed in order to a regular procedure. 


This doctrine is the truth of the Goſpel as it 


is in Jeſus, and the. only mean whereby every. 


one of us may be made holy and happy. The 
devil therefore has uſed many artifices to 
ſubvert it, among which this is a principal 

one, 


hy oa 
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one, namely, filling mens minds with wrong 
opinions concerning it by repreſenting it as an 
unholy doctrine; and this is the common pre- 
judice againſt juſtification by the imputed 


righteouſneſs of Chriſt received by faith alone, 


that it gives liberty to men to live looſely and 
ſinfully, as though there was no room for good 


works in our religion, if they be not brought 


into our juſtification. But conſtant experience 
ſhows that this is a miſtake, for they who em- 
brace this doctrine are for good works as much 
as any, and dare not oppoſe the authority of 
that Spirit who, by the Apoſtle James, pro- 
nounces „ that faith which is without good 


cc works to be dead.” What we contend for 


15 the right place, uſe, and end of good works 
in the matters of religion, that they may not 
be ſubſtituted in the ſtead of Chrift, and the 
glory of our ſalvation be attributed to our- 
ſelves, againſt which the Scripture fo often 
cautions us. 

I ſhall, in a few words, give the true place 
and uſe of holineſs. oo oe 

1. It is a part of our falvation purchaſed by 
Chriſt. He redeemed us not only from wrath, 
but ſin too. Tit. ii. 14. where it is ſaid, © he 


gave himſelf for us, that he might redeem 


ce us from all iniquity.” Grace is glory be- 
gun; now that glory 1s oy OT of Chriſt 


none will deny. 


2. Holineſs is the end of our redemption 
and juſtification, as appears in the foremen- 


tioned 
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13 : tioned text, who gave himſelf for us, that 
7 te he might purify unto himſelf a Peculiar peo- 
i ö | cc ple zealous of good works.” | 

„ 3. The law of creation obliges us to good 
0 works. As we are creatures, we are to wor- 
. ſhip and honour our maker by obedience. 


4. As we are bought from the priſon of hell 
we become his ſervants who paid a price for 
us, and therefore we are obliged to ſerve him. | 
1 Cor. vi. 20. Ye are bought with a price, 


„ c therefore glorify God in your body and in 
{8 « your ſpirit, which are God's.” 
2 45 5. We are to perform obedience to the com- ä 
N 6 


mands of Chriſt, in gratitude to him who is 


5 our ſo great benefactor. 
1 6. Holineſs is the mean to prepare us for 
+30 glory, though not to procure glory for us. \ 
3 7. Holineſs is the way to evidence our juſti- ( 
IF fication, and give us the aſſurance and com- L 
1 fort of it. f 
45 We now proceed to give ſome reaſons to if E 
- a4 V * demonſtrate that juſtification by faith alone is 11 
ET ) fo far from being an impediment to an holy 
W life that it is the only true way to promote it. N 
\ ls : 1. Good works, after juſtification by faith, 
9 | is the order in which God himſelf has placed Ml © 
1 them. Eph. ii. 8, 9, 10. By grace are ye F 
Es. « ſaved through faith, that is, you are made c 
"215 | partakers of ſalvation in both parts of it, the ee 
0 1 1 favour of God and his image, by God's free in 
1 1 gift or grace as the principal cauſe, and by fu 
Wi faith as the inſtrument receiving it: © not of, 1 
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ce works,” as it follows, © leſt any man ſhould - 


« boaſt, for we are *his workmanſhip created 
ce jn Chriſt Jefus to good works,” We are 
not united to Chriſt Feſus by having good works 
created in us, but being in Chriſt we are cre- 
ated to good works. In like manner, Tit. iii. 


8. it is faid, © that they who have believed in 


« God, ſhould be careful to maintain good 
« works. The holy ſpirit prefaces it with 
two notes of attention and obſervation ; * this 


ec is a faithful ſaying, and theſe things I will 


« that thou affirm conſtantly, that they Which 


« have believed in God be careful to maintain 


ce good works.” 


2. That faith which juſtifies is the mn | 


and immediate ſpring and origin of good 
works. The firſt act of faith is acceptance of 
Chriſt to be our way to ſalvation, to reconcile 
us to God by his righteouſneſs, and make us 
fit for his enjoyment by his ſanctifying grace. 
Faith truſts Chriſt for holineſs and glory, and 
immediately upon this act we are juſtified; 

* though, as Dr. Goodwin ſays, faith juſtifies 
ee peculiarly as it depends on. Chriſt for his 


perfect righteouſneſs to bring us into the fa- 


© your of God,” (Goodwin's Triumph of 
Faith, & 2. Chap. i.) But before this act we 
could not perform any good work, for we re- 
ceive ſtrength to do good works by this truſt- 
ing. Dependence on our part derives the 
ſupply of graces and influences from the ſpi- 
rit of God, without whom we can do no- 
thing. 
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thing. John xv. 5. But St. Paul tells the 
Philippians, chap. iv. 13. That he could do 
« all things through Chriſt ſtrengthening 


c him.” Now that faith is the mean to par- 


take of this communicated power conſult 
Mark xi. 24. John xiv. 13, 14. John xv. 16. 
John xvi. 27, 24. James i. 5, 6. Chriſt will 
ſo far honour our dependance'on him, that he 
condeſcends, to ſpeak, with reverence, to the 
will of believers, as appears by theſe texts. 

3- The love of Chriſt manifeſted in free juſ- 
tification without works more effectually and 


' ſweetly binds the ſoul to obedience than any 


rigid meaſures which the fear of puniſhment 
can uſe. The natures of believers are, as it 
were, refined; they are heaven-born, ingenu- 
ous, and eaſily wrought upon by love. It is 
a common truth, that nothing is done by ha- 


tred and fear which might not effectually and 
pleaſantly be performed by love. The effects 


of pure love are exceeding great. We ſeldom, 
if ever, read of any who, out of a mere fear of 
hell, would endure the greateſt miſeries of life, 
who had not the love of God in their hearts. 


But how many thouſands, being fortified with 


this love to their Redeemer, have joyfully un- 
dergone ſevere torments rather than part with 


their obedience and holineſs, notwithſtanding 


they hoped not to be ſaved by them? Now 
the greater the love which is expreſſed towards 
us, the ſtronger are our engagements to love 
again, Conſider then how imcomparably 

. greater 
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2 


2 
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greater is that love which appears in Chriſ's 


giving us himſelf and his righteouſneſs freely, 
and completing by himſelf the work of our 


"redemption, than if he had only entreated the 


Father to relax the firſt covenant, and put us 


into a poſſibility of acquiring heaven by our 


own obedience? 2 Cor. v. 14. The love 
« of Chriſt conſtrains us, becauſe we thus 
ce judge that if one died for all, then were all 


cc dead.“ That love is a far more efficacious 
principle than fear appears alſo from the firſt 


epiſtle of John. The whole letter of that be- 


loved diſciple breathes nothing but love and 


holineſs. The firſt is the principle of the lat= 


ter. He had learned and felt the powers of 
love in the boſom of his Jeſus, and recom- 


mended that ſovereign antidote againſt fin, 
that cordial to revive dying holineſs to all the 
followers of his loving Saviour. Heaven is a 
ſtate of moſt perfect holineſs, and the imme- 


diate created principle of it is perfect love, as 


ſeems to be implied in 1 Jan iv. 18. and 
I Cor. xiii. 8—13, 

4. The doctrines of perſeverance and aſſur- 
ance, for I ſhall join them both together at 


preſent, are ſupported only by this doctrine of 


juſtification by faith alone. But theſe doctrines 
are moſt effectual to promote holineſs, there- 
fore the doctrine of juſtification by faith alone 
promotes holineſs. That aſſurance and perſe- 
verance depend only on juſtification by faith 


alone is ſufficiently proved, becauſe if our obe- 
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dience this moment be ſincere "ROS to juſtify 


us, our diſobedience the next moment may 
damn us, whereas faith once acted on Chriſt 
aright ſo juſtifies us that. we can never fall 
from \uſtification, as might be proved from 
many Scriptures. * I know whom I have be- 
6e lheved,” faith the Apoſtle, 2 Tim. i. 12. 
But our opponents themſelves grant this by 
contending againſt perſeverance, and conſe- 
quently aſſurance, while they hold that works 
concur with faith to. our juſtification. It re- 
mains therefore only to be proved that aſſur- 
ance is the moſt effectual mean to OY 
holineſs, and this appears, | ary 
(1) As an aſſurance of ſalvation keeps us 
from temptations, and the victorious power of 
ſin. How ſhall we be able to comply with 
Satan, and obey that wretched ſpirit, when we 


know that we are Chriſt's, and he has pur- 


chaſed us? How can a man willingly defile 
that ſoul with fin, which the blood of Chriſt 
has waſhed into purity and whiteneſs? This 
would be to trample the blood of Chriſt under 


foot, the leaſt thought of which ſtartles a ſaint, 


In Phil. iv. 7. it is ſaid, the peace of God, 
« which paſſes all underſtanding, ſhall keep 


e your hearts and minds.“ Dr. Owen, in his 


Treatiſe of Temptations, examines the word gez- 
encel, ſhall keep as a garriſon, Now when our 


minds are preſerved from being blinded by 
temptations, and our hearts defended from 
their ee aſſaults, ſurely we cannot fall; 

and 


aint, 
God, 
keep 
1 his 
Sen- 
1 our 
1 by 


from | 


fall ; 
and 
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and this is done by this peace of Gad, the 
peace which God ſpeaks to rhe conſcience and 
aſſurance of his love. 

(2) Aſſurance preſerves repentance in con- 
tinual exerciſe, and ſo promotes the divine 
life. An aſſured perſon mourns over and ſtabs 
his ſins, becauſe he knows it is his Jeſus whom 
they have pierced, He revenges himſelf upon 
the crucifiers of his Lord, and his hatred 
againſt ſin is as keen as his love to that God- 
Man, who bore” the. Ec of it in his 
ſtead, Zech munen = 

(3) Affurance of ſalvation will 5 85 and 


deaden our affections to the things of this 


world. Col. iii 1, 2. Set your affections 
« on things above, and not on things on the 
te earth, for ye are dead, that is to ſin, & and 
« yer Kfe is hid with Chrite in Ged. Ho- 
nour and eſteem among men, diſgrace and 
private reproaches, riches and pleaſures will 


have leſs influence upon, and leſs room in our 
minds, when a ſenſe and certainty of the en- 


joyment of heavenly objects have already pof- 
ſeſſed them, It is by reaſon of the intereſt 
which theſe earthly things have in our affec- 
tions that we are ſo often captivated to fin, 
but, when our affections are dead to external 
objects, how much caſter 1 is a ſtrict and religious 
life? | 

Now of all theſe cords which bind the wil- 
ling ſoul to holineſs and good works the doc- 


trine of Juſtification by obedience is deſtitute. 
3 . fu The 
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5 The laſt reaſon which 1 ſhall mention is 
the teſtimony and example of ſaints who have 
tried and practiſed according to the doctrine 
of juſtification by faith alone, and led moſt 


holy lives, whereas they who hoped to be ſav- 
ed by good works have lived in the practice of 


the greateſt ſins. I ſhall at preſent inſtance 
only in the Phariſees, who truſted not to the 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt, as St. Paul tells us, 
Rom. x. iii. * but, going about to eſtabliſh 
ce their own righteouſneſs, they became igno- 
te rant of the righteouſneſs of God. Now of 


what groſs fins does Chriſt accuſe: the Phari- 


ſees? How. black and deformed would their 
lives appear if compared with the lives of the 
apoſtles, eſpecially of St. Paul, who aſſerted 


the doctrine of juſtification by faith alone? 


The Phariſees found it impoſſible to yield obe- 
dience to the divine law in its ſpirituality, yet 
rather than forego their preſumption of being 


ſaved by it, they confined it only to outward 


acts; yet here they wretchedly failed too, as 
appears by our Saviour's frequent reproofs, 


and 1 denunciations againſt them, 


D 18 
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DISSERTATION II. 


Whether Self- deal ruth hings in them wer by 


ind: ferent be not in fome Cafes ak ent 9 
Armed. 


By the firſt man's diſobedience our ſouls fell 
from God, and were utterly deprived of that 
liberty to good things which made up a con- 
ſiderable part of our innocent happineſs. We 


are become hereby ſlaves to our own ſinful 


deſires, and miſerably enchained to the grand 


enemy of ſouls; nevertheleſs our degenerate 
faculties continually affect freedom, and retain 


2 pretenſion, wretched as it is, to liberty: nei- 
ther are we content with that natural freedom 
which is ſeated in our wills, namely, a power to 
act according to the judgments of reaſon, and 
accompanied with delight, but, having rebelli- 
ouſly withdrawn ourſelves from our bleſſed 
ſubjection to God, we preſumptuouſly aſpire 
after a moral liberty too. We are unwilling 
to be governed by the laws of our Maker, or 


have our appetites reſtrained by a ſuperior au- 
thority. This was the eſſence of the firſt ru- 


ining ſin in thought, and the foundation of 
that actual tranſgreſſion which involved us all 
in miſery. Adam begat his poſterity in his 
own likeneſs, and communicated his ſinful 
image to his children. Whence it is that we 
ſcorn to be limited and circumſcribed, and 
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would have laws preſcribed to us by nothing 
but our own luſts. The beſt of men have too 
much of this depraved nature remaining in 
them, and in this imperfect ſtate we cannot 
perfectly ſhake off our old innate pride. Mercy 
therefore to comport with our weakneſs has 
not ſo ſtrictly and ſeverely tied us up as to leave 
nothing indifferent. Many particular actions 
there are wherein the law of God has not 
obliged us. We may perform them, or abſtain. 
from them, according to our own pleaſure. 
I ſpeak not of individual actions, but of ac- 
tions conſidered in their ſpecies or nature. 
Here I reſpect them without their ends and in- 
tentions, for doubtleſs; - inveſted with thoſe 
circumſtances, they are either good or evil. 
There is ſuch a thing as chriſtian liberty, but 
the great queſtion is how we may ſo uſe it, as 
not to abuſe and pervert the end of it. All 
ce things are lawful, fays the Apoſtle in 1 Cor. 
4e vi. 12. but all things are not expedient.” 
By this univerſal term all things can be meant 
nothing elſe than all thoſe things which are 
not forbidden by the divine law, Never- 
theleſs, ſays he, all theſe things, though they 
are not forbidden, yet as to many of them, I 
will not practiſe them, for they are not expe- 
dient. Now whether this expediency or incon- 
venience be not ſomething ſo great as to riſe 
to ſome neceſſity of abſtinence from thoſe P 
ticular actions, is the point controverted. In 
the treating upon it we ſhall, Q 0? 538 


3 1. Enu- 
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t. Enumerate ſome particular caſes wherein 
this ſelf-demial ſeems to be proper. 

2. Offer ſome few conſiderations to enforce 
the affirmative. The'caſes may be taken, 

(1) From the action itſelf when the thing 
which is neither commanded nor forbidden by 
che divine law be commanded or forbidden by 
human laws. They who are our ſuperiors, 
and whom God has ſet in authority over us 
have a right to preſcribe laws unto us for the 
management of thoſe our actions, about which 
the law of God gives us no precepts. Many 
things there are which ſeem. to us ſlight and 
inconſiderable, but yet our advernots ſee, it 
may be, good reaſon to impoſe them, or re- 
ſtrain us from them, and to break theſe ſta- 
tutes is to break the ſtatutes of God in ſome 
ſenſe, who has ordained us to be ſubject to all 
thoſe whom he ſhall conſtitute to be higher 


powers, as you may ſee at large, Rom. xiii, 


I—8. © Let every ſoul be fubje& to the 


ce higher powers, for there is no power but of 


« God. Whoſoever therefore reſiſts the power 
te reſiſts the ordinance of God. And again, 
«© Ye muſt needs be ſubje& not only for fear 
ce of their wrath, and civil pyniſhment, but 
alſo for conſcience ſake.” To bring only 
that inſtance which our tutor frequently uſes, 
that of burying in woollen. This is neither 
commanded nor forbidden by God, yet be- 
cauſe the civil power and authority command 
it, we are bound to obey or pay the fine. 
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00 Another caſe wherein this ſelf-denial in 
things! in themſelves indifferent may be proper 
may be taken from the perſons among whom 
we live. We muſt refrain from thoſe things 
which give offence to other chriſtians, though 
in themſelves they give no offence to God. 
This particular topic of ſcandal is one of the 


ſies, or to adjuſt the exact bounds and limits 
as to the taking and giving juſt offence. In 
ſome ſenſe juſt offence cannot be given but by 
the doing of thoſe things which are contrary to 


the law or goſpel, becauſe among things, none 


- 


the holy Apoſtle gives it in charge to the Ro- 


of which are commanded by the law of God, 


one is no more commanded than another, ſo 
that all offence taken at things lawful proceeds 
from ignorance, and a want of a clear diſcern- 
ing of the lawfulneſs of thoſe things, but yet 


mans, Chap. xiv. 21. not ſo much as to eat 
cc fleſh or drink wine if it offends,” and he 
himſelf reſolves to eat no fleſh while the world 
ſtands, if any leſs knowing and weaker: chri- 
ſtians were offended ' at it, 1 Cor. vill. 13. 
This doubt is indeed too hard to be determin- 
ed by us, yet thus much we may fay that where 
the inconvenience we bring on others by doing 
ſuch an action overbalances the inconvenience 
we ourſelves receive by i It, it may: be proper to 
abſtain. M 

(3) Another 96 wherein this ſelf-denial in . 


things in themſelves indifferent may be pro- ig 


g 1 per 
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30 per may be taken from the quality and con- 
1 dition of the ſubject or agent. That which is 
ay not forbidden by God is lawful for all men, 
wy but there are ſome perſons for whom all things 
h are not convenient. Some conditions and 
0G; ſtites in life make that thing unbecoming in 
wy one which in another is very tolerable, For 
**. example, in magiſtrates and miniſters. Their 


lives certainly ought. to be more ſtrict, and 
that which ſome might call preciſeneſs in 
others in theſe ſorts of men will be eſteemed 
ſeriouſneſs, and duty. They may not indulge 
themſelves in pleaſures and recreations, eſpeci- 
ally thoſe which are public, like other men. 
They are called to greater acts of felt- denial. 

How many times does the Apoſtle ſpeak of his 
liberty to take money for preaching which he 
did not becauſe, being a perſon of extraordi- 
nary and apoſtolic miſſion and authority, he 
would carry it in all things as became him, 
yea, though he had a more plauſible Pretenſion 
to it than others? 1 Cor, ix. 11, 12, „ If we 
* have ſown unto you, ſays he, ſpiritual things 
js it a great thing if we ſhall reap your car- 
«« nal things? Tf others be partakers of this 
power over. you, are not we rather? Ne- 
« vertheleſs we have not uſed this power, but 
% ſuffer all things leſt we ſhould hinder the 
“ golpel of Chriſt.” He tells us alſo in the 
lame chapter of his power to marry, and carry 
about a wife with him wherever he went. He 
Winforms us s of his authority to eat and drink at 
ty O00; 
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is, the greater is the offence reckoned. That 


may be oftener as they conſider their latitude 


bidden ground. 
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the charge of the Corinthians, (Have we not 
* power, ſays he, to ear and to drink? Have 
ce we not power to lead about a ſiſter, a wife 
« as the other apoſtles, and as the e of 
& the Lord, and Cephas ?” | | 

The reaſons of this caſe ſelf-denial in magi- 
ſtrates and miniſters in things indifferent may 
be the following, [1.] Becauſe the eyes of all 
perſons are in a more efpecial manner on ma- 
giſtrates in civil life, and paſtors in churches, 
[2.] Becauſe the -greater the perſon offending 


which obtains the name of innocent mirth and 
gaiety among men if uſed by a miniſter would 
be changed into the odious appellations of le» 
vity and vanity. [3.] Becauſe men in digni- 
ty ought, not only to rule over, but be exam- 
ples to their inferiors, and if their lives are not 
altogether unſpotted the common people will 
take the liberty to do what they do; and it 


as ſomething larger; if therefore magiſtrates 
and miniſters go to the utmoſt bounds of what 
is lawful, others will hardly be reſtrained from 
going one ſtep farther, and treading on for- 


(4) Another caſe I mall mention Ain 
e in things indifferent may be proper 
is where the conſequences and effects of thoſe 
actions which may be lawful are ſinful, or at 
leaſt inconvenient. There are ſome actions 
which are not ſinful which yet may accident- 


L - 
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oft ally have ſinful effects on ourſelves or others. 
wwe Thoſe things which diſpoſe to vanity and light- 
ifs neſs, or which indiſpoſe for duty may not be in 
of themſelves forbidden, but yet, becauſe of their 
effects, they are to be uſed with great caution 
YT, and prudence. So thoſe diſcourſes which may 
nay be lawful ſometimes to recreate the mind, and 


a Wl revive the natural ſpirits are not fit to be uſed 
on the evening before the Lord's Day ; or ac- 
tivity and much exerciſe of body, as running, 


ply with the foul in religious ſolemnities, at 
leaſt they cauſe an omiſſion of due preparation 
for thoſe feryices. 

(5) To thefe cafes in which e in 
things indifferent may be proper we may add 
the variety of tempers and conſtitutions of body 
and mind. That which is in its own nature 
lawful is not proper for all perſons. Such as 
are feveriſh and ſanguine muſt not drink much 
wine or eat of fuch and fuch meats. . They in 


berty to addict "themſelves to thoſe recreations 
and pleaſant ſtudies which a more airy and vi- 
vacious conſtitution ſhould leſs frequently uſe, 


1 and that for this obvious reaſon becaufe they 
Prop make the one fort of perſons too light, and vain 

thoſe 

| and wandering in their thoughts, to which ef- 

or At 

wy ects the others are ſtrangers. We come 
at” OS 2. To 
:ident- F i» : 

ally 


&c. are not proper before any duty of wor- 
ſhip, becauſe they diſturb the brain, and put 
it out of order, or into an indiſpoſition to com- 


whoſe temper melancholy reigns may have li- 
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- 4 To offer ſome few conſiderations to en- 
force our theſis, that ſelf-denial in things in 
themſelves indifferent is in ſome caſes neceſſary. 
That it is neceſſary for us to deny ourſelves in 
indifferent things upon ſuch occaſions as have 
been mentioned may be many ways proved. I 
ſhall at preſent content myſelf with a very few 
arguments, and with little enlargement. 

(1) We are under an eſſential obligation not 
only to glorify God, but to glorify him to our 
utmoſt. Now by dong ourſelves too often 
in theſe lawful things, though we may not per- 
haps poſitively diſhonour God as we might do 
by thwarting his commands, yet we bring him 
a leſs tribute of glory than our abſtinence from 
thoſe actions would do, and this will be inter- 
preted a diſhonouring God, conſult Mat. xxv. 
18. 24.— 41, 42, 43. 

(2) Many things which are lawful are not i 
conducive to the edification of ourſelves or 
others. But we ought to be found doing that 


' which may tend to edification and advantage. 


No moment of our lives ſhould be ſpent in 
idleneſs, for each moment is a mercy from God, 
and therefore our great end his. glory requires 


an improvement of it. The great Apoſtle ab- 


ſtained from lawful things that he might exer- 
ciſe himſelf in things profitable and edifying, 
1 Cor. x. 23. All things are lawful for me, 
« but all things are not expedient. All things 
« are lawful for me, but all things edify not.” 
„„ (3) When 
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(3) When we go to the utmoſt of what is 
lawful, and indulge ourſelves to the very ex- 
tremity of what the divine law permits, we are 
apt to verge a little beyond bounds, for our 
corrupt nature being prone to what is ſinful 
will at times tread a ſtep farther towards vice 
than we are aware of. If we permit our 


tongues to laviſh out abundance of words which 


are not to the purpoſe, which have no great 
tendency to our great deſign of advancing in 
knowledge and grace we ſhall be too ready to 
fall into difcourſe altogether barren and fruit- 
leſs. Chriſtian prudence teaches us to reſtrain 
our appetites a little within the limits of law- 
fulneſs, that ſo, if they ſhould prove unruly and 


break forth a little beyond our reſtraint, yet 


they might not be guilty of ſinful exceſſes. - 
Beſides our paſſions uſually depaint things in 
falſe colours. Our deſires of an object may 


repreſent it within the bounds of lawfulneſs, 


when indeed it is one degree beyond it. Since 
therefore things indifferent and things ſinful 
are oftentimes ſo near that it is hard to diſcern 
betwixt them, and harder to tread aright it is a 
Chriſtian's intereſt and duty to walk at a diſ- 
tance. 

(4) We are commanded ce to abftain from 
all appearance of evil,” 1 Theſ. v. 22.; but 
thoſe lawful things between which and ſin there 
is ſo near an affinity that they can ſcarce be 


diſtinguiſhed, may be well ranked under the 


appearances of evil. 


(5) The 


4 
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(5) The laſt argument may be drawn from 
the example of ſaints in ſortpture, whom a great 
zeal for the glory of God, and a trembling and 
W | awful fear of fin have kept from indulging 
"WE themſelves in things indifferent. You have 
. heard many examples of this nature already. 
. We might again induce &. Paul. © I keep un- 
« der my body, ſaith he, and bring” it into ſub- 
ec jection, 1 Cor. ix. 27. that it may not be 
unfit to receive the conſtant government of my 
mind. This keeping under is expreſſed by the 
word vr g, Which ſignifies to beat down 
5 by ſtrong blows. The Apoſtle doubtleſs means 
1 not ſuch penances as the Papiſts perform of 
| ſcourgings, &c. but ſomething almoſt equiva- 
lent, as denying. it food, ſleep, &c. which acts 
of ſelf-denial the Divine law has no where per- 
| emptorily commanded, We might inſtance. 
43 in the Lord Jeſus eur Saviour. How much did 
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Z .. he deny himſelf, who was Lord of all, in things 


480g __ _ lawful for him as a man to teach patience and 
4 ſelf-denial to his diſciples? So the primitive 
1 Chriſtians, Acts iv. 34—37, fold their lands 
„ and gave their money into a common ſtock. 
1/3 This was not in general commanded to ſaints, 
nor particularly to them. — | 
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Beſides the above compoſitions in Latin and 
Engliſb in evidence of the DoFor's attention to 
his ſtudies during his reſidence at Mr. Rowe's 
TO other proofs Ow be produced to 
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the ſame purpoſe, Mr. Enoch Watts gave 
me ſeveral, MS. volumes of his brother's, 


ſome of which (not intending at that time to 


draw. up the memoirs of his life) I parted 


with ſeveral years ſince as curioſities to par- 


ticular perſons. What were the ſubjects of 


the volumes I have given away I cannot re- 
collect, only that one of them I believe was an 
abridgment of- Mr. Theophilus Gale's learned 
work, called The Court of the Genitles, TWO 
only of the number which Mr. Vatts was fo 


kind to preſent me are ſtill in my hands, one 


of which is entitled, Quæſtiones Logice ut plari- 
mum deſumpie ex Burger ſdicii Inſtitutionibus, et 
Heereboordii Commentariis 1691, 1692 * ; and the 


other, Sententiolæ quedam é Traftatu Lud. de la 


Forge de mente humand collectæ, aut potius Epitome 
ejuſdem trafiatils 1691 f. Neither of the volumes 
are very ſmall, and muſt have coſt the Doctor 
conſiderable pains and patience, if any thing 
might be called pains and patience to him in 
his pleaſurable purſuit of learning. Shall I re- 
mark here what a direct and happy method he 
took to poſſeſs: himſelf of knowledge, I mean 
the abridgment of writers upon this and the 


— — 


* In Engliſh, Logical Queſtions collected for the greateſt 
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part from Burger/dicius's Inſtitutions, and * 's Cam. 


mentaries. 
+ Some brief Opinions collected from the Treatiſe of 
Lewis de la Forge concerning the human Mind, or rather 


an Epitome of the work. 
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other fcience ? By this method he made him- 
ſelf maſter of the ſubje& before him, whatever 


it was, drew it into a ſmall compaſs, and im- 


printed it on his memory. Twenty volumes 


upon Logic, Puenmatology, Ethics, 8c. ſwiftly 
run over, and without any endeavours thus to 


exhauſt and fix them upon the mind, might not 
yield the twentieth part of real i improvement as 


one volume thus peruſed, arranged, and trea- 
ſured in the memory. It is no wonder there 
fore that the Doctor recommends the like i 
practice to others in ſuch ſtrong language. 
« Shall 1 be ſo free, ſays he, as to affure 


«< my younger friends from my own expe- 


«* rñence that theſe methods of reading wilt 


te coſt ſome pains in the firſt years of your 
* ftudy, and eſpecially in the firſt authors 


« you peruſe in any ſcience, or on any par- 
« ticular ſubject. But the profit will richly 


«compenſate the pains; and in the following 


« years of life, after you have read a few va- 
<©-Juable books on any ſpecial ſubject in this 
« manner, it will be very eaſy to read others 
ic of the ſame kind, becauſe you will not find 
&« very much new matter in them which you, 
« have not already examined. 

There was another method alſo which the 
Docter adopted, it may be in the time of 


pe 
8 


IN Improvement of the Mind, part i. chap. 48 785 


his 


" Gael mis. ood oi a a6; 


Da. IS AAC WATTS. 61 
his preparatory ſtudies, though of this we are 


not able to furniſh poſitive evidence, but of 
which there are the fulleſt proofs in his further 
progreſs of life, namely, that of interleaving 
the works of authors, and inſerting i in the blank 
pages additions from other writers on the ſame 
ſubject. I have now by me, the gift of his 
brother Mr. Enoch Watts, the, Weſtminſter Greek 
Grammar thus interleaved by the Dockor, with 
all he thought proper to collect from Dr. Buſ- 
by's and Mr. Leeds's Greek Grammar ingrafted 


by him into the ſupplemental leaves ; and 1 


have beſides in my poſſeſſion, a preſent from 
the DoFor himſelf, a printed diſcourſe by a con- 
ſiderable writer on a controverted point in di- 
vinity interleaved in the fame manner, and 
much. enlarged by ioſertions in the Doctor's 
own hand. | 

Such were the happy, Fe laborious, me- 
chods this eminent man took to poſſeſs himſelf 
of knowledge. He was not contented with ſu- 
perficial glances and haſty ſurveys. He ſearched 


* 
* ” 
3 0 — 4 p — * . 


—— — 


+ To the title of the Weſtminſter Greek Grammar that of 
Inſtitutio Græcæ Grammatices compendiaria in Uſum Re- 
giz Scholz Weſtmonaſterienſis is added, cum notis mu- 
tuis 2 grammaticis Buſbeii et Leedſii; and in the blank 


leaf at the beginning he ſays, Uſque ad paginam 75 gram- 


matices errores correxi, et quæ defuerant ſupplevi. 170g. 
I. W. And in the afore-cited page where he broke off his. 
work he adds: Huc uſque vulgarem grammaticam COrrext 
ſecundum majorem. axzCa, grammaticarum Buſbeii et 
Leedſii. 
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62 NME MOIRS OFT 
deep for the mines of wiſdom Ee ha no 


pains to diſcover them, and enrich himſelf with 


their treaſures. 721 
45 e Af. 
His occafnal Poems duri ng Bis Studies, or very 
ſoon after his cloſing them. 4 


AVING given theſe ſpecimens of the 
1 Doctor's college exerciſes, the two 
Engli % diſcourſes which he delivered at the 


meetings of his' fellow-pupils, and his abridg- 


ments of learned writers, as witneſſes how dili- 
gent he was in the improvement of his time at 
the academy, it may not be improper next to 
obſerve that he found leiſure during his ſtay 
there for poetical compoſures, which might 


afford him a pleaſant relief from his harder 


ſtudies, and indeed better qualify him for the 
renewal of them, as the mind, after a ſeaſon of 
relaxation, returns with double vigour to the 


| Rated buſineſs of life . The Do#or tells us, 


cc that 


n * 0 _ 1 
* 


* 'This obſervation the Doctor himſelf makes in his trea- 
tiſe On the improvement of the mind when he ſays, ** There 
is yet a further uſe of reading poeſy (and may it not be 
<< true alſo of making poetry ?) and that is, when the mind 


«© hs been fatigued with ſtudies of a more laborious kind, 


«<< or when it is any ways unfit for the purſuit of more dif- 
«« ficult ſubjects, it may be as it were unbent, and. repoſe 


ge Ws rs on tte flowery meadows where the Muſes dwell. 
4c TM 
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cc that he had amuſed himſelf with verſe from 


ce 15 years old to 50 “ and during the time 
of his ſtudies, or in a very ſhort ſpace after he 


had cloſed them, we are certain from the dates 


that he wrote ſeveral poems, and if we may 


judge from the amazing flame in many of them 


(the poetic fire pernaps generally burning 


ſtrongeſt 1n the poet's younger Years), no incon- 


fiderable number of his lyric odes. The pieces 
which we are aſſured were compoſed by him in 


fome one or other year of his ſtudies are the 


poem called Light in Darkneſs ; his verſes to Mr. 
Jeſiab Hort, afterwards archbiſhopof Tuam in Tre- 
land; his ode, entitled Excitatio cordis ad cælum, 
his two epiſtles, the one to his brother Richard, 


and the other to-his brother Enoch, and his in- 


comparable ode addreſſed. to our Lord and Sa- 
viokr Jeſus Chriſt. The four laſt are written in 
Latin, which with Engliſb tranſlations of our 


own we ſhall lay before our Readers. 


. The epiſtle to his brother Mr. Enoch Watts 
bears date Sept. 30, 1691, and is as follows: 


P — ———_— 


— — - * 4 — * 


„ Tis a very ſenſible relief to the ſoul when it is over- 
<< tired to amuſe itſelf with the numbers, and the beautiful 


<« ſentiments of the poets, and in a little time this agree- 
able amuſement may recover the languid ſpirits to acti- 
«« vity, and more important ſervice. Chap. 20. 5 36. 

{ Miſcellaneous Thoughts, No. 65. 
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Fratri olim navigaturo. 


J felix, pede proſpero 
I frater, trabe pinea 
Sulces æquora cærula, 
Pandas carbaſa flatibus 
Quæ tuto reditura ſint: 
Non te monſtra natantia 
Ponti carnivoræ incolæ 
Prædentur rate naufraga. 
Navis, tu tibi creditum 
Fratrem dimidium mei 
Salvum fer per inhoſpita 
Ponti regna, per avios 
FTractus, et liquidum chaos. 
Nec te ſorbeat horrida _ 
Syrtis, nec ſcopulus minax 
EKumpat roboreum latus: 
{ Captent mitia lamina 
i Antennæ; et zephyri leves 
Dent portum placidum tibi. 
Tu qui flumina, qui vagos 
* Fluctus oceani regis, 
Et ſævam Boream domas, 
Da fratri faciles vias, 
Et fratrem reducem ſuis ! 
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. IN ENGLISH. 


Brother, may Heaven vouchſafe to bleſs, 
And crown your voyage with ſucceſs ! - 
Go, in the planks of pine immur'd, T 

And from ſurrounding harms ſecur'd, 
Go, and with ſails expanding wide 
With pleaſure plough the placid tide, 
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In ſafety wafted o'er the main, 


In ſafety wafted home again. 


O may no monſlet of the flood, 


That roams for prey, and thirfts f for — - | 
Seize you to his tremendous pow'r 


And with remorſeleſs ja ws devour; 


While the bark ſhiver'd by the blaſt 
. Strows, with its wreck the watry waſte | 

My brother truſted 1 to thy 1 
nat of in ylelf, O veſle], bear 


1 N bs 
1 is 
* 
119902 
se 


; p 
= dF fs 5.4 


"Secure! dag Odea wide domain; n n 


At beſt a deſert trackleſs plain, 
Abd oft, when hurricane ariſe, 
In billows thund'ring to the fies: 


* 


Ging node 


Safe from the ſand's devouring hea RN MIS 
g „ 8 


May'ſ thou thy wary: paſſage keep, 
Safe too from each tremendous rock, 


e 


Where ſhips ate ſhatter'd by the ſhock : = 
ay;only favourable gales 55 2 
Attend thy courſe and fill thy Ale * 
And may the zephyr's ſofteſt wing 


Thee to thy port ſerenely bring 
Thou, who pap ear i r 


4 


ww Fr 5 Ain L 


* 


Rouſe them to rage, or ſmooth der dae, APE 


Thou, whe doſt in thy fetters keep 
The boiſterous tyrants of the e 5 N 
To foreign climes ſecure ee 


And back onal him oder 8 main TY . & 
To his yan Mares, ang friends eu 15 


14 43 5. 
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Rurſum tuas, e e accepi ;- Werte 
eodem fortaſſe momento, quo meæ ad te per- 
venerunt; idemque qui te ſcribentem vidit 
dies meum ad epiſtolare munus excitavit cala- 
mum: non inane eſt inter nos fraternum no- 
men, unicus enim ſpiritus nos intòùs animat, 
agitque, et concordes in ambobus efficit mo- 
tus. O utinam creſcat indiès, et vigeſcat mu- 
tua charitas! Faxit Deus, ut amor ſui noſtra 
incendat et defæcet pectora. Tunc etenim et 
alternis puræ amicitiæ flammis erga nos invi- 
cem divinum in modum ardebimus. Con- 


templemur Jeſum noſtrum, cæleſte illud et ado- 


randum exemplar charitatis. Ille eſt, 


Qui quondam æterno delapſus ab there e 
Induit humanos, ut poſſet corpore noſtras * 
Heu miſeras ſufferre vices; ſponſoris obivit 
Munia, et in ſeſe Tubulæ maledicta minaeis = © 
Tranſtulit, et ſeeleris pœenas hominiſque reatum. 

Ecce jacet deſertus humi, diffuſus in herbam © 
Integer innocuas verſus ſua ſidera palmas, 

Et placidum attollens vultum, nec ad oſcula Patris 

Amplexus ſolitoſve ; artus nudatus amictũ 

Sidereos, et ſponte 1 patefactus ad iras 

Numinis armati. © Pater, hic infige fagittas 

« Hec, ait, iratum forbebunt peRora ferum; 

« Abluat æthereus mortalia crimina ſanguis.“ 
Dixit, et horrendùm fremuere tonitrua cceli 


Infenſuſque Deus; quem jam poſuiſſe paternum 
| 8 5 "Muſs 


ISA Warrs * 

Muſa queri vellet nomen, {ed et ipſa fragoree 

Ad tantos pavefacta ſilet; jam diſſlit =ther, uns 

þ Pandunturque fores, ubi duro carcere regyat. 
IR A, et pœnarum theſauros mille coercet. 
Inde ruunt gravidi veſano ſulphure nimbi, 


18 Centupliciſque volant contorta volumina flamme 
77 In caput immeritum ; diro hie ſub pondere prefſus 
: ; Reſtat, compreſſos dumque ardens explicat artus 


+ Purpureo veſtes tinctæ ſudore madeſcunt; 
Nec tamen infando Vindex Regina labori 
J- Segniùs incumbit, ſed laſſos increpat ignes 


t. Acriter, et ſomno languentem ſuſcitat ®* enſem: _ 
J- Surge, age, divinum pete pectus, et imbue ſacro 
1- „% Flumine mucronem ; vos hinc, mea ſpicula, latè 
ra % Ferrea per totum diſpergite tormina Chriftum, ' 
et « Immenſum tolerare valet; ad pondera pene 
— «© Suſtentanda hominem ſuffulciet incola NuMEN:;-. 
5 « Et tu, ſacra Decas legum, violata tabella, 

ce Ebibe vindictam; vaſta ſatiabere Cæde: 


< Mortalis culpæ penfubit dedecus i ingens 
<< Permiſtus Deitate cruor” —— 

Sic fata, immiti contorquet vulnera dextra 
Dilaniatque ſinus; ſancti penetralia cordis 
Panduntur, ſævis avidus dolor involat alis, 
Atque audax mentem ſcrutatur, et ilia mordet, 
Interea Servator t ovat, victorque doloris 
Eminet illuſtri & perfuſus membra cruore, 
Exultatque miſer fieri, nam fortius illum 
Urget Patris honos, et non viocenda voluptas 2 
Servandi miſeros ſontes. O nobilis ardor 
Pœnarum ! O quid non mortalia pectora cogis 
Durus amor ? Quid non cæleſtia f—— — 


1 W „ a. A TONES" "EEE FI =. 


1 Luke xxii. 44 e Zech. xiii, 8 
rr ü. 15. | oke xi. 46 
2 At 


uſa 


2 noi r 
At ſubſidat Phantalia, vaneſcant imagines. e) 
Neſcio quod me proripuit. amens,mula... Volui le 
quatuor lineas pedibus aſtringere, et ecce! f 
numeri creſcunt. in immenſum; dumque cor ca 
citato genio laxavi frœna vereor ne juvenilis Ol 
impetus theologiam læſerit, et audax nimis of 


imaginatio. Heri allata eft ad me epiſtola in- 5 
dicans matrem meliuſculè ſe habere, licet 1 18 ac 
nis febrilis non prorſus deſeruit mortale ejus ne 
domicilium., Plura volui, fed rurgid! et crel- p. 
centes verſus noluere plura, et. coarctarunt Tr 
ſeriptionis limites. Vale, amice frater, et an Of 
ſtudio pietatis et artis medica ſtrenuus de- An 
curre! Datum à muſæo meo Lundiui xvi Ca- 4 
lend. Febr. e Salutis wet * eee 05 
: | 8 n SE ey Wi 

. ENGLISH, 24 ny, 

Anc 

- | 4 Letter Fw xz AC Warns to Tü 7 Exp 
ther RicuaRD WATTS, w nd ham By! 
DF; 

Safety. and Peace in G. eee 

5 12 5 1 5 25 F 8 14 5 

I had a ſecond receipt of a letter from you ce 
perhaps in the very moment in which mine I And 
came to hand; and the very day 1 in which you {MW Now 
was writing to me was the fame which awak- The 
ened my pen to the diſcharge of its epiſtp- 05 
| onf 


lary duty to you. We bear not the fraternal 

"name in v vain for the ſame ſpirit poſſeſſes, in- 7 
ſpires, and Produces the moſt harmonious And 
movements in us. May our mutual affection 


bake 1 | f | every 


Da, 16 A re 4A 


every day increaſe and flouriſh! God grant his 
love may purify and kindle our ſouls! thus 
ſhall we in a divine manner burn with recipro- 

cal flames of friendſhip, Let us contemplate 
our Saviour, char celeſtial and adorable e 


of love. 1082 $ 211 ive; WT TR IEG bool - * 
"Tha ga! ot God; dee Prem the Kies, 45 


Aſſum'd an human form that in our Aeſh | | 
He migtit endure the agonizing pains n _ | 
Due to our crimes : : our ſurety he became | 88 
Transferring to himſelf each baleful curſe L 
Of Heaven's vindictive, death-denouncing Taw,,” 
And made'our guilt and puniſhment his own, 6 co] 
See him deſerted on the naked ground, : 


fi : CTY" 
8 #* 4 " 


And kneeling on the ſod extend his hands, . 
And lift 2 placid count'nance to the ſkies „ 
With conſcious innocence, but not t'enjoy, 4 
As he was wont, his heav* aly Father's ſmiles, ” | 14 


And kind edffaces, See his godlike form _ 
Expos'd to night's cold blaſt, and ſee his breaſt 
By his 'own hands expanded to the ſtroke 
Of Deity in arms, ** Here, here, he cries, 
« O Father, plant thy darts, here plunge thy ſword 
Flaming and edg'd for laughter : blood divine 
© Has pow'r to expiate the crimes of men,” 

<« He ſaid:“ th* Omnipotent in terror roſe, 
And lanch'd the rattling thunders from his hand. 
Now might the Muſe in melting lays bemoan = 
The F ather s tender name extinct and loſt, 
But the unſufferable noiſe affrights, 
Confounds her, and in filence ſeals her tongue. 

The ſkies aſunder rend, the doors expand, 
Where VENGEANCE in its iron priſon dwells, 
And in a thouſand penal terrors reigns, ————— 

„„ Swift 
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Swift iſſue buge conglomerated lese i oh on 


Fraught with outrageous ſulphur: ings thence, 


All arm'd with tortures exquiſitely keen, | 
Voluminous, uninterrupted ruſh . 


Down on his guiltleſs head. The wrath 8 | « 


He firmly ſuffers, though beneath his padgs 

The blood reluctant quits its well-known roads, 
And bathes his limbs in gore, the purple ſweat _ 
In big round drops deſcending to the ground. 

Still, till 25˙ Avenging Queen + her direful work 
Plies with redoubled fury, loudly chides 1 
The lagging fire, and wakes her ling'ring ſword _ 
To more than ſevenfold rage. Ariſe, ſhe cries, 
„ And in Inmanuel's boſom ſheathe thy blade, 
cc And drink his ſacred blood: my keeneſt ſhafts 
« With all your i iron torments wound his heart: 
He can endure them all, th' indwelling God 


ee Supports the weak humanity to bear 4 


< The weight of ſorrows due to human guilt : 
« And thou, moſt holy law of ſtamp divine, 
e Broken, inſulted by the ſins of men, 
Here take full recompence for all thy wrongs. 

ce See the full expiation ! See the blood, 
“ Ordain'd thine injur'd honours to reſtore, 
<« Merit unknown from Deity acquire.” 

Thus Vengeance ſpoke, and with remorſeleſs rage 


Transfix'd his heart, and gaſh'd him o'er with wound: | 


The inmoſt deep receſſes of his foul _ 
Thrown open, Anguiſb there on cruel wing 
Alights, and, like an hungry vulture, tears 
And preys upon his heart- ſtrings, but amidſt 
Th' unparallel'd diſtreſs the ſon of God 
Superior ſhines, defies the fierceſt pangs, 
And triumphs in his woes. Heroic Zeal 


11 * * 
* N * 
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+ Divine Juſtice or Vengeance. 
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For his great Father's glories arm'd his ſoul 57 


Join'd with ifivincible delight to ſuve 0 1 
Millions of rebels from the gulph of hell. 

Such his ſtupendous ardor to endure 
Vicarious puniſhment | What will not love 
When love inſpires a mortal breaſt achieve? 
But when celeſtial boſoms catch the fire, 

What miracles of mercy: blaze around Penne 


But let fancy with all its images ſubſide and 
vaniſh, I know not whither the impetuous 


Muſe has hurried me. I defigned only four 


lines in verſe, and behold what a number! 
While. 1 have indulged my rapture I fear my 
juvenile heat, and too bold an imagination may 
have made ſome treſpaſs on diyinity. _ 


I received a letter yeſterday acquainting me 
that our mother was ſomewhat better, though 


the fever has not quite left her, I intended to 
have written more. particularly, but the ſwell- 
ing and growing verſes have prevented me, 
and contracted the limits of my letter. Fare- 
wel, dear brother, and may you make ſtrenuous 
advances in the ſtudy of religion and medicine! 
Given from my ſtudy in London on the fix+ 


teenth of the Kalends of February 1693. 


een et 
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The Doctor Latin Ode addrefiediy to ; himd 
ſelf, entitled Excitatio cordis ad exlum | Verſus, 1 i 
dated 1694, and i is as follows : 8 


Heu quot secla terte W 8 AWE 
Fatth 2 Quid refugis limen et exitum?-- + - | 
Nec mens æthereum culmen, & atria -_ + | 

8 Magni Patris anhelitat? 

: Corpus vile creat mille moleſtias; | 

Oircum corda volant et dolor, et metus, 
Peccatumque malis durius omnibus 
| _ Cxcas inſidias ſtruit. 
. Non hoc grata tibi gaudia de ſolo. 4 1 
Surgunt: Chriſtus abeſt, deliciæ tuæ, 

Longe Chriſtus abeſt, inter et angelos, 
Et vita aftra perambulans, N 
+ Cali ſumma petas, nec jaculabitur he 
Iracunda tonans fulmina: Te Deus 

Fortatur vacuum tende per äera | 

SL Pennas nunc homini datas. 


2 | 49 IN ENGLISH, 
7 he Excitation of the Hear! towards Heaven, 


| What ſhall hae ages wear aways 
And I a willing pris'ner ſtay 
Immur'd within theſe walls of clay? 


The porch, the open door I ſee : 
Shall both conſpire to ſet me free, 


* And I ſtart back from liberty? 
Shall I not pant t' aſcend the road, 


That leads to yon ſublime abode, Po 
The palace of my Father, God? 4 
_— | — —— — Poe; 

+ Vide Horat. lib. i. ode 2. | 
7 Os 4 | From 


Da. AAA Wins. 


: From this vile fleſh what countleſs „ e 5 | 
< Ariſe ? Now fear my boſom chills, 
Ss & Now grief i in trickling tears diſtils; ; 


Am if . F 
While Sin, the worſt of all my foes, 
* Prevents or murders my repoſe, "HE 
And ſnares of dark deſtruction ſtrows, 20 


On this poor ſpot where canſt thou find 
Pleaſures of ſuch exalted kind | 3 
To fill the wiſhes: of the mindꝰ 


Jeſus, thy love, far far from fight 
Midſt ftars and ſeraphs pure and bright 
Dwells high-enthron'd in worlds of light. 


Thither ſhouldſt thou attempt to go 

Th' Almighty would no thunders throw, 
>, Nor would one cloud obſcure his brow; © 

Himſelf invites thee to the ſkies : | 

From fin and all its forrows riſe; 

Wings of ſwift flame his love ſupplies, 


We ſhall cloſe with 3 Doctor E Ode entitled 


» 


25  Dominum noſtrum et N TesuM 
Cnkisrun *. 


; . 22 4-4] 223 
Te, grande numen, corporis eds 
Te, magna magni progenies. patris z 

Nomen verendum noſtri Jeſu, 
Vox, citharz, calami ſonabunt. 


1 — — 
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Api auro grandiſonz fides; 
Chrift triumphos i incipe, barbite, 
Fractoſque terrores averni, 
Victum erebum, domitamque mortem. 


Immenſa vaſtos ſæcula circulos 
Volvere, blando dum patris in ſinu 
Toto fruebatur ehdꝰ 
Gaudia mille bibens Tefus > 


Donec ſuperno vidit ab æthere 
Adam cadentem, tartara hiantia, 
Unaque mergendos ruina ; 
Heu nimium miſeros nepotes : 


Vidit minaces vindicis angeli 
Ignes et enſem, telaque ſanguine 

| | | Tingenda noſtro, dum rapinæ 
Spe fremuere erebæa monſtra: 


| Commota ſacras viſcera protinus 
| Sensere flammas ; omnipotens furor 


Ebullit, immenſique amoris 
Zthereum calet igne pectus. 


00 Non tota prorſus gens hominum dabit 
% Hoſti triumphos. Quid Patris et labor 
« Dulciſque imago? Num peribunt 
« Funditus? O prius aſtra cæcis 


5 l — . 
we. AT.) ol — . * 
bl rs —— — 


> 
Pry ty 


c Mergantur undis, et redeat chaos: 
«© Aut ipſe diſperdam Satanæ dolis 
Aut ipſe diſperdar, et iſti 
85 Sceptra dabo moderanda dextrz. 


— — — 3 — 
—— ü 2 —äͤũ —B —_ — — — 


«© Teſtor paternum nomen, et hoc caput 
* ZEquale teſtor.“ Dixit, et ætheris 
Inclinat ingens culmen, alto 
 Diffliir ruens olympo. 4 
Mortale 


r —˖· AT 


hl 
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Mortale corpus impiger induit 
Artuſque noſtros, heu tenues nimis 
Nimiſque viles! Vindicique 
Corda dedit fodienda ferro, 


Vitamque 2 77 Proh dolor! O graves 


Tonantis irz ! O lex nimis aſpera 
Merceſque peccati ſevera 
Acdamiti, vetitique fructus 


Non pcena lenis ! Quò ruis impotens, 


Qud Muſa ! largas fundere lachrymas, 


Buſtique divini triumphos - 
Sacrilego temerare fletit ? 
Sepone queſtus, læta, deum cane 
Majore chords : pfalle ſonorids 
Ut ferreas mortis cavernas, 
Et rigidam penetravit aulam. 


Senſere numen regna feralia, 
Mugit barathrum, contremuit chaos, 
Dirum fremebat rex Gehennæ 
Perque ſuum tremebundus oreum 
Late refugit. Nil agis, Impie, 
„ Mergat vel imis te Phlegethon vadis 
« Hoc findet undas fulmen,” inquit, 
Et patrios jaculatus ignes 
Trajecit hoſtem. Nigra filentia 
Umbræque flammas æthereas pavent 
Dudum peroſæ, ex quo coruſco 
Præcipites cecidere cœlo. 


Immane rugit jam tonitru : fragor 
Late ruinam mandat: ab infimis 
Lectæque deſtinata genti 
Tartara ee, antris. 
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Heic ſtrata paſſim vinęula, et heic, = AS 
VUnci cruenti, tormina mentium , ES 


Inviſa, ploratugue yaſto; + . dee 
Spicula Mors, Abi adempta plangit. 


* 


En, ut reſurgit yictor ab ultimo n 
Ditis profundo, curribus aureis nl 475 . 


Aſtricta raptans monſtra noctis, 5 
Perdomitumque erebi tyrannum, 


Quanta angelorum gaudia jubilant q n 
Victor paternum dum repetit polum! 1 
En qualis ardet dum beati .... ft | 


L4# 4 


Limina ſcandit ovans olympi J. te 588 


Is triumphe plectra ſeraphica apoio.” 

Jo triumphe grex, hominum ſonet, | 
Dum læta quaquaverſus bog , 9 it 

Aſtra r 9 
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To cur Lord and e hl Carer, 


Wh 5 


1 5 44 . 


— 


Thee, Jar, in whoſe perſon join 
The human nature and divine 
Th? all-glorious Sire's all-glorious;Son- 
Ere Ry were. form'd or time. begun, PER 
' ; nt Thee 


1 882 "DFT 7 17 * * 
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* This ode may perhaps vie in the merit of its compoſi- 
tion with any of the Lyric performances of the Greek and 
Latin writers. A moſt aſtoniſhing energy animates, I may 
truly ſay, every line, and evinces what uncommon poetic 
powers the TY poſteſſed. I will point out what appear 
53511] 6 to 


„ 
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Thee witt 1 praiſe; "thy Dame Hadr' 4 11 
Shall conſecrate the tuteful chord; wi 0 A 


My tongue thy glories wall. proclaim, = 
And my pen propagate 'thy farne. * l 
Let firings of ſounds divindly ble. i 
Be fitted to the vocal gold, Fase bet ban, 4 
And thou, my harp, awake and telhfſ!k 4 
The triamphs of Immanuel, £9904, a0 { thigh x 4 
How, in the thundef of his tight, e 4 
He put the infernal hoſts to' fight, ee e A 1 | 
In fettets bound thefr Varlquiſh'd king, 
Trampled on death, aid cruſh'd his e 245 2 
Ages immenſe through heawh had rolPd'' | nn 
Their ample rounds of ' radiant gold. 1 
While in the realms of endleſs vey; ot er l > 
He in the Father's boſom 2 0 3404 SY A 5 
Of his unbounded love poſſeſs d. 1 
With j Joys i immeaſurable bleſs, a 5 = 
397726 1 ft 181 Wo as © 0 1 
0 eee | = 
to me ſome of the moſt eminent excellencies of. the poem, . 
which, though they may not be ohſerved in a tranſient * | = 
reading, yet may ſtrike the mind with ſelf-evident. luſtre, == 
upon being properly diſplayed, and duly conſidered. - —_” 
In the repreſentation of our Lord's conqueſts over his _— 
and our enemies what: Can be. more ſtrongly deſcriptive it 
than 3 3 © 7 
Fractoſque terrores avernt, eee 5 | 1. Y 
Victum erebum, domitamque mortem?” Fi l 
To The broken terrors of hell, and its powers with thoſe of : 55 
% death vanquiſhed. 225 | [i 


The felicity of the Son of God i in the boſom of his di- TY | 


vine Father infinite ages before the world begin 1s mot 7 
bappily expreſſed in the third ſtanza. 1 
Immenſa vaſtos ſzcula circulos 5 oy 
Volyere, blando dum Patris fin , 94 
Toto fruebatur Fehoud 3 5 1 
SGaudia mille bibens I/ =. 5 1 | _ 
| | - „ [mmenſe . 1 


33 MENOIRS OT 
: Till from th* empyreal heights he an 5 1 
Adam tranſgreſs his Maker's [w. 


b i And hell expand its lake of fire 5 
ö | T' ingulph the offspring with their fire ; "Y 
ww Saw too th'avenging angel ſtand, _ 
; '— Swords and keen lightnings in his hand, 
i And arrows rang'd in dire array | 


| | Athirſt for blood, and wing'd to fly; 

f Then heard from the abhorr'd profound _ 

. The monſters of the pit reſound  - _ 

E Their joys, that man from God was driv? n, | 
And.earth to hell's dominion giv'n :: | 
Compaſſion not to be expreſt, 

Like a ſwift flame, pervades his breaſt; 
To help, to ſave almighty ire, 

And love dimenſionleſs conſpire, 
Not the whole race of men ſhall be 
« Plung'd in etergal miſery : 

„What ſhall my Father's work divine, 
Where his OR beauties ſhine, -. 
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«© Immenſe ages rolled their vaſt circles, while 7% in 
j << the bliſsful boſom of his Father poſſeſſed the 15 Jebo- 
| te wah, there imbibing a thouſand joys.” 
What can more forcibly deſcribe the anger, which in. 
flamed our Lord againſt Satan for his attempts and ſucceſs — 


1 

J in involving mankind in ſin and ruin, and the amazing B 
loye of the ſon of God in becoming incarnate and ſuffering 5 

| viou 

and dying for our redemption than the lines | * 


Commota ſacra viſcera protinus 
Sensere flammas; omnipotens furor 
Ebullit, immenſique amoris 
Zthereum calet igne pectus ? 1 


- 0 = 2 
— — —3 — ů — 
Sr — re AE A — Ee. m . 


| C 8 (on man's fall) his bowels felt a ſacred © ing 
| N « flame. Omnipotent fury boils within him, and bi migh 
% heavenly boſom glows with the fire of infinite 1 ing fr 
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« Periſh by helliſh fraud and ſpite ? EE 
4c Rather let all the ſtars of light” 
c Be from their glorious ſtations hurl'd, 
c And night and chaos whelm the world: © 
« I' enter Satan's dark'domain, 1 
'« And bind the felon in my chain, 
« Or he ſhall chaſe me from the field, 
« And I'll to him my ſeeptre yield. 
By my Sire's glories, and by mine, 
« Alike immortal and' divine, irs 
« T ſwear.” He ſaid, and bows'the ſkies, 
And to our world impatient flies. 
The prince of heaven without delay | 
Aſſumes an humble form of clay == 
Though ſcant the room, and poor th abode, 
Yet honour'd to admit the God! 
Thus he diſplays his wondrous: grace, 
Thus he redeems our ruin'd race, 
 Vengeance'* full quiver he receives, 
And for our own his life he gives. 
O the diſtreſs ! th' effects how dire 
Of the offended thunderer's.ice! 
Edict ſevere ! what puniſhment 
For Adam's one tranſgreſſion ſent ! 


, 1 1 1 G 24 r n LW 


— 


His readineſs to become man, and ſo to become our Sa- 
viour, and his actual deſcent from heaven for that purpoſe 
are deſcribed in moſt lively and ſuitable language 


| et ætheris 
Inclinat i ingens culmen, alto 
Diieſiliitque ruens olympo, ; 
“He bends the mighty ſummit of the heaven, and ruſh- 
ing down leaps from the lofty ſky.” Bending the 
mighty ſummit, what majeſty ? Ruſhing down, and leap- 
ing from the lofty ky, what ſwiftneſs and ! 2 
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He taſtes the interdicted tree 


. Whither do thy wild pinions ſtrayy ? 


Where death in ig AR horror dwells; „ 
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And death ſweeps er his progen y -» 
But check, my Muſe, thy plaingive. lays 


Suppreſs theſe ſighs, theſe groans refleaing. 5 
What ſhall, a flood of tears prophane 
The triumphs of Inmanuel's f. i 
Rather a joyful ſtrain. aſſume, 65 12 b v» 
And in thy. nobleſt numbers tell 1 
How he deſcended into hell, 3 3 BY 
And entered, the tremendous cells 1 


# 
F > 2 , 2 1 * 8 « 
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The behaviour of = upon e our . entrance into 
the infernal + W IP imagined hay Ng rr N ru 
verſes. ** { 


Dirum fremebat rex -gehenaz, 85 [AE | 5 5 | 
Perque ſuum tremebundus orcum 
Late ref e _ 


. 
—— 
: 1 # 


ce The king of helf roars; horribly, 0 e flies an 
< hither and thither through his domain.“ His roaring 
horribly expreſſes the terrors that poſſeſſed him only at 
the ſight of him who had driven him into that place of +: 
niſhment, and who now, as he could make no doubt, 
come to inflit ſorer plagues upon him; and his blog 
flight to find ſome corner or depth of hell to eſcape his 
vengeance implies a conſciouſneſs. of his utter incapacity to 
encounter his adverſary, and a dread of feeling worſe tor- 
ments from his hands, and therefore he inſtantly and Ea 
gerly ſeeks a retreat from his preſence and power. 

In what images of invincible ſtrength and ſovereign ma- 
jeſty do we find the infernal priſons" deſtined for the con- 
ſinement of thoſe ſouls whom Chrift meant to redeem 
broken up and deſtroyed by him ? Eg 


Immane rugit jam tonitru: fragor 1 
© Bags ruinam mandat ; ab infimis 
Lectæque deſignata genti 
| disjiciuntur antris. 


1 


No 


to 
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The dreary ſeats his preſence own'd, 
And to their inmoſt caverns groan'd, 
Chaos through all his empire ſhook, 
Th' alarm th' infernal tyrant took, 
And, roaring loud in wild affright, | 
Ran, fled through all the realms of night, 
In hope to hide his guilty head, 
When thus the Lord of glory ſaid ; 
% Monſter, curs'd cauſe of fin and woe, 
In vain thou try'ſt to ſhun my blow : 
e This bolt ſhall find, ſhall pierce thee through, 


cc Though, to conceal thee from my view, 
40 Thou 


"* EOS CST 1 * . 


« Now immenſe thunder roars, the peals Afaſs wide 
ruin, and the infernal abodes e for the choſen race 
are torn up from their loweſt caverns.“ 

But ſurely nothing can exceed in poetical merit the fol- 
lowing ſtanza where the Doctor deſcribes the deſtruction 
of the infernal engines of torture, the conqueſt of 3 
and his conſequent diſtreſs: 


Heic ſtrata paſſim vincula, et heic jacent 
Unci cruenti, tormina mentium 
Inviſa; ploratuq; vaſto 
Spicula Mors ſibi adempta plangit. 

« Here chains are every where ſcattered, and here lie 
{ bloody racks, the hated tortures of ſouls, all in ruins, 
* and Death bemoans his darts taken from him with vaſt 
*« lamentation.” What can be fitter words to expreſs the 


moſt pungent ſorrow than ploratu vaſto, vaſt lamentation ? 


They bring to my mind the lines of Milton— 


Cocytus nam'd of lamentation loud 
Heard on the rueful ftream — 


and in both the poets huge affliction is expreſſed not in 


ſhort but long ſounds. 

The aſcent of our Lord from hell as a conqueror with his 
and our enemies dragged at his triumphal chariot is ad- 
mirably deſcribed in the lines 
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« Thou under hell's profundeſt wave | 
« Should'ſt dive to ſeek a ſheltering grave.“ 
He ſpoke, and with unerring aim 
Full on the foe he flung the flame 
His Father gave: through all the coaſts 
Hell trembled, trembled all the ghoſts, 
Who well etherial fires] might dread 
Ere fince before their force they fled 
From the celeſtial. light and bliſs 
. Down to the bottomleſs abyſs, 
Now from the deep loud thunders ſound | 
Scattering immenſe deſtruction round, 
Tear up the dungeons from their baſe 
Prepar'd t immure the choſen race. 
Here in a thouſand fragments lie 
Engines of helliſh tyranny, | 
| Fetters, 


8 3 


En ut reſurgit victor ab ultimo 
Ditis profundo, curribus aureis 
Aſtricta raptans monſtra noctis 
Perdomitumq; erebi tyrannum ! 

« See how the victor aſcends from the profoundeſt hell 
« hurrying away the monſters of darkneſs, and the van- 
« quiſhed tyrant of hell bound to his golden chariots.” 
The word raptans, hurrying, ſnatching by violence, is ad- 
mirably well choſen to expr eſs our Lord's abſolute domi- 
nion over his and our enemies, and their utter inability to 


reſiſt his power, when, as the ſcripture ſays, „he af- 


«© cended up on high, and led captivity captive.“ 
There is another beauty i in this divine ode which I ſhall 


point out, and which ſhall cloſe my obſervations upon it. 


It lies in the laſt ſtanza. 
To triump he, plectra ſeraphica, 
Jo triumphe, grex hominum ſonet, 
Dum læta quaquaverſus ambos 
Aſtra repercutiunt triumphos. 


4 Let 
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Fetters, wheels, racks aſunder burſt, 
And every cruelty 'accurs'd, 
While Death in lamentable groans 
The plunder of his darts bemoans. 
But ſee the God, with conqueſt crown'd, 
Returning from the dark profound, 
See up heav'n's hills the triumph roll'd, 
See to his wheels of burning gold 
Proud Satan chain'd, and with a 1 | 


| Of hell's grim monſters dragg'd along. 
What ſhouts of joy from angels riſe, 
While he-aſcends his native ſkies? _ 
What pleaſure in the victor glow'd, _ 
While through the gates of bliſs he rode? 
His praiſes, ye ſeraphic choirs, | 
Reſound, and ſweep your golden lyres, 
my His praiſes too all human tongues 
- Reſound, and tune the nobleſt ſongs, 
While the glad ſtars, that round the pole 
»Twixt heaven and earth inceſſant roll, 
Seize from both worlds the tuneful ſound, 
| And waft th' immortal echos round. 
nell rh. 
a As an appendix to the above account of the 
s. Doctor's academical ſtudies it may be ſome en- 
ad. tertainment to my readers to be informed who 
ml- K-26 / ; 
a. | N 1 
of. Let the ſeraphic harps tune their ſongs, let the race 
<< of men ſound his praiſe,” while the joyful ſtars on every 
all s ſide echo to both the triumphs ;” that is, to that 
1 of ſeraphs above, and to that of men below. The 


Rars, perpetually rolling between the heaven of heavens 
and the earth, are called upon by our divine poet to repeat 
the ſongs of angels as they deſcend to our world, and the 
ſongs of men as they aſcend to the celeſtial regions, and 
chus, as the conſequence, there will be a boundleſs, and 
immortal praiſe. 
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were his 1 and were IRS 


with his eſteem and friendſhip ; I ſhall men- 


tion three of the number, Mr. Jaſab Hort, 
Mr. Jobn Hughes, and Mr. Samuel Say. Mr. 
Fofiah Hort was his acquaintance. and fellow- 
pupil as the Doctor told me, and that with 


this commendation, © that he was the firſt 
vie genius in the academy.” This gentleman, 


after having been educated at a Diſſent- 
ing academy, and probably deſcended from 
Diſſenting parents, went into the Eſtabliſh- 
ed church. At what age of life he con- 
formed I am unable to determine, though it 
is evident he was a miniſter in the church of 
England ſo early as the year 1708, as it is ſaid 
at the cloſe of the preface to his collection of 
ſermons “ reprinted at London 1757, that 
tc the preſent edition differed nothing more 
« from that printed at Dublin than the addi- 
& tion of the ſeventeenth ſermon, which was 
« preached at the Archdeacon's viſitation at 
« Ayleſtury in 1708, and firſt printed the ſame 
« year.” My information concerning him is 
that he became chaplain to Mr. Hampden f. 
that he afterwards went into Ireland with the 


8 
8 * W F W 27 a 


— — — — 


* The title of this eien i is, ©** Sermons on praktica 
<« gubjects inſcribed to the Clergy of Kilnore and Ardagh 
« by the Right Rev. Jeſab Hort, D. D. Lord Biſhop of 


«© thoſe Dioceſes, late Lord hs <p of Tan, Pri- 


% mate and Metropolitan of Connaught,” 1: 


+ Job 1 I9es mY Member of Parliament for 
Bucks, 


Lord 
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Lord Lieutenant in the ſame capacity “, was 
advanced (in what year I cannot aſcertain) 


to the Biſhoprick of K:Imore and Ardagh in 


that kingdom, and in Fanuary 1742 was made 


Archbiſhop of 7. uam, with the united Biſhop- 


rick of Enaghdoen in the room of Dr. Synge 
deceaſed, and likewiſe with liberty to retain 


his other Biſhoprick of Ardagb. He died Dec. 


14, 1751, at what age I cannot affirm, but he 
muſt have been far advanced in life as he was 
Dr. Watts's fellow-ſtudent as years 
before. 

It ſhould ſeem that Mr. Hort was no ſtranger 
to the muſes, ſince upon receiving, as ſeems 
probable; a copy of verſes from him the Doc- 
tir tranſlated and inſeribed to him an . 
of Martial to Cirinius. 


So ſmooth your numbers, friend, your verſe ſo ſweet, 
So ſharp the jeſt, and yet the turn ſo neat, 


That with her Martial Rome would place Cirine, 


Rome would prefer your ſenſe and thought to mine: 
Yet modeſt you decline the public ſtage 
To fix your friend alone*amidft th? applauding age. 


» EI 5 4 a as wo } 


* Who the Lord-Lieutenant was, as I know. not at 


what time Mr. Hort went into Ireland, I have not ſufficient 
grounds to ſay, but the fifth ſermon of the above-mentioned 


collection“ is ſaid to have been preached before his grace 
the Duke of Bolton Lord Lieytenant of Ireland after 
« the ſuppreſſion of the Prefton Rebellion” in 1715. The 
Duke of Bolton might not improbably therefore be the 


Lord-Lieutenant whom Mr. Hort attended. as his chap- 


lain, 
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In vaſt heroic notes of vaſt heroic things, 
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So Maro did: the mighty Maro inge 1 ? 


And leaves the ode to dance upon his Flaccus age 3 
He ſcorn'd to daunt the dear Haratian lyre _ 
Though his brave genius flaſh'd Pindaric fire, 2 
And at his will could ſilence all the Lyric 8 2 
So to his Varius he reſign'd the praiſe A 
Of the proud buſkin, and the tragic bays, 

When he could thunder with a Joftier vein, 

And ſing of gods and heroes in a bolder ſtrain. 


An handſome treat, a piece of gold, or ſo, | cc 
And compliments will every friend beſtow: -  _ cc 
Rarely a Virgil, a Cirine we meet, = bc” 
Who lays his laurels at inferior feet, 5 © 
And yields the tendereſt VO of honour, wit. 1 . | 


Mr. Fob Hughes was alſo the Dofter's friend Wl © 1 
and fellow-ſtudent. This gentleman was born Wt © ! 
at Marlborough in Wiltſhire, Jan. g, 1677, but WM © t 


was educated at London, receiving the firſt ru- BW © : 
diments of his learning in private ſchools, and W © t 


afterwards becoming a pupil of Mr, Rowe's, Wl © 
for the Doctor ſays in a letter to Mr. Duncombe *, Wl © | 
ce that they were fellow-ſtudents together in c 


e logic and philoſophy.” The Do#or informed WW © t 


me that Mr. Hughes by his own confeſſion ſo en- © 1 
tirely devoted himſelf to the charms of poetry Wl © 1 
that he gave little or no attention while he was MW h. 
at the academy to any thing beſide, and that I y. 


2 cc he 


2 5 


* 


r 


See the Letters by Jobn Hughes Eſq; and ſeveral other 
eminent perſons deceaſed publiſhed from, the originals by +8 
John Duncombe M. A. in three volumes. The letter te- eſſays 
ferred to is the 78th in the 3d volume. | "Gal t H 

a „ 


4 
— * 
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the Doctor in conſequence adviſed him to decline 
the miniſtry. Accordingly it does not appear 
that Mr. Hughes even ſo much as preached once 
in public, and it is very certain that he be- 
came a votary, and indeed an eminent favorite 
of the muſes F What ſentiments Dr. Watts 
entertained concerning his poems will appear 
from a letter of his to Mr. Duncombe, dated 
May 23, 1735 f. Your letter, ſays he, 
« and the preſent of Mr. Hughes's works were 
« joyfully received by me the next day after 
« I faw you. Methinks I ſee the very man, 
ce my old acquaintance there with his temper 
« and ſoftneſs, his wit and ſprightly genius 
« ſpreading almoſt over every page. But my 
« ſorrow freſhens and renews upon my heart 
ee that ſuch a genius did not live to write more 
« moral and divine odes in advanced years to 
« be a counterpoiſe to all the charms of plea- 
* ſure and youthand beauty which his younger 
« poeſy indulged; Yet it muſt be confeſſed I 
* can find nothing which i is an offence to vir- 
« tue and piety, fo far as I have peruſed, and 
«I have read more than half. The chriſtian 
« ſcheme has glories and beauties in it, which 
* have fuperior power to touch the foul be- 
« yond all the gods and heroes of the heathen. 
* heaven or elyſium. I ſhould have been 


| EIS 


— > 4 ” Le dl. Aa 


+ See TR poems on Rod „ with ſome ſolect 
eſſays in proſe in two volumes. 
t Hughes's Letters, Vol. iii. Letter 87, 
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. ec much pleaſed to ſee ſuch a pen employing 
90 cc its art on ſuch themes. Mr. Pope's Maſſiab 
ce always charms me. I ſpeak not now of Mr, 
& Hugbes's odes on the Creator of the world, 
c«.-the Eeftaſy, &c. becauſe I have read them 
e long ago: theſe have ſo much dignity in 


© os ae | wiſhed ans the face | 
« kind.” 7 


As Mr. Hughes ſhone as a poet ſo. he had a 
alſo a fine pen for proſe, and had ſome ſhare in G 
the Guardian, a greater in the Tailer, and more te 
abundantly contributed to the Spefator. As <4 
to his ſituation in life he had for ſome time an d 


= employment in the office of ordnance, and c 
= was ſecretary to two or three commiſſions un- ir 
1 der the great ſeal for purchaſing lands for the bi 
i: 4 better ſecurity of the docks and harbours at ec 


4 . Portſmouth, Chatham, and Harwich. In 1717 P! 
the Lord Chancellor Cowper, to whom Mr. fit 


jo Hughes was then but lately known, was pleaſ- 7. 

= cd of his own accord, and without any previ- m 
g : ous ſolicitation to make him his ſecretary. for Ml w. 
bl | the commiſſions of peace, and to diſtinguiſh 

15 1 him with ſingular marks of his favour and af- an 
1 fection, and upon his Lordſhip's laying down be 
: the great ſeal he was at his particular recom- WM he 
[ mendation, and with the ready concurrence of MW tir 


- 
— 2 — I. — 


his ſucceſſor, continued in the ſame employ- 
ment under the Karl of Macclesfield, It appears 
from the account of Mr. Hughes's life and 
writings prefixed to his works f that he expe- 
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tion, and had a eontinual valetudinary ſtate of 
health, and as his life was thus ſpent as it were 
under the ſtroke of death, ſo its thread was cut 


aſunder by a conſumption at the age only of 


42, Feb. 17, 1719. 

Mr. Samuel Say was another acquaintance 1 
fellow- ſtudent with Dr. Watts. He was born 
about 1675, and was the fecond fon of Mr. 
Giles Say miniſter of St. Michae?'s pariſh in the 
town of Southampton, but ejected thence by the 


Aci of Uniformity in 1662. Mr. Say, the ſon, 
diſcovered when he was but young a ſtrong in- 


clination to the miniſtry. His father 4880 
ingly took care to have him educated in the 
beſt manner he could for this purpoſe from his 
earlieſt years, and about 1692 he entered as a 
pupil in Mr. Rowe's academy. When he had 
finiſhed his ſtudies he became chaplain to 
Thomas Scott Eſq; of Liminge in Kent, a gentle- 


man eminent for piety and goodneſs, and who 


was bleſſed with a lady of the ſame diſpoſition. 


Mr. Say continued in the family three years, 


and was well eſteemed by all for his Chriſtian 
behaviour and exemplary converſation. Thence 
he went to Andover in Hampſbire, but in a ſhort 
time removed to Yarmouth in Norfolk. He 
made no long ſtay there, but ſoon became a 
conſtant preacher in the neighbouring town of 
Loweſtoff in Suffalk. Here he continued 18 
years labouring in word and doctrine, but not 
being able all the time to bring the people 

„ 3ͤ⁰ͥ _ 
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among whom he miniſtered into a regular 
church order, he never ſettled with them as 


their paſtor. Hence he was invited to a co- 


paſtorſhip with the Rev. Mr. Samuel Baxter of 
Ipſwich in Suffolk, where he remained nine 
years, and thence was called to ſucceed Dr. Ed- 


mund Calamy, then lately deceaſed, in the paſ- 
torſhip of the church of Proteſtant Diſſenters 


in Wieſtminſter. He removed thither in 1734, 


and continued in his paſtoral relation till April 
12, 1743, when he left our world after a week's. 
illneſs in the 68th year of his age. 


Dr. Hughes. in his funeral ſermon for Mr. 
Say draws a very lovely character of him as a 


miniſter, and the editor of his poems * and 


other compoſures publiſhed a year or two after 
his death pays him the following honours :; 
e He had great candour and. good breeding 


te without ſtiffneſs or formality ; ; an open 


te countenance, and a temper always commu- i 


ce nicative. He was a tender huſband, an in- 


ce dulgent father, and of a moſt beneyolent; 


ce diſpoſition; ever ready to do good, and to 


« relieve the wants of the diſtreſſed to the ut- 
« moſt extent of his abilities. He was well 
ce verſed in Aſtronomy and Natural Philoſophy, had 
cc a taſte for Muſic and Poetry, and was a good 


cc critic, and maſter of the Claſſics.” Mr. Says 


Poems are not deſtitute of merit, but the two 


eſſays in proſe publiſhed with them, the firſt on 


1 * * 3 * 


* William Duncombe Eſq. 
the 


Da. 10 AAG Mrs. 5 
the harmony, variety, and power of numbers 
in general, and the other on thoſe of Milton's 
Paradiſe Loſt in particular, © have been much 
ce admired, ſays the Rev. Mr. John Duncombe 
« (the editor of Mr. Hughes's Letters) by per- 
« ſons of taſte and judgment.” Readers of 
thoſe eſſays will learn what beauties ariſe from 
numbers, and how much they contribute to 
fine compoſition, and be convinced that Mil- 
ton's happy management of his pauſes, and his 
infuſion of Spondees, Trachees, and Datiyls with 
the Iambics of an Engliſh verſe, as his ſubjects 
and deſcriptions required, are among the diſ- 
tinguiſhing glories of his poem. This diſco- 
very I believe I may truly affirm was firſt made 
by Mr. Say, and he therefore is alone entitled 
to the honour of it, though others have ſince 
availed themſelves of it without acknowledging 
to whom they were indebted. It may be fur- 
ther added in the words of the editor of Mr. 


Say's works, „ that theſe eſſays were drawn up | 


« at the requeſt of Mr. Richardſon the painter, 


© who was pleaſed with Mr. Say's uncommon . 


« way of thinking.” And how juſt as well as 
uncommon his way of thinking was I need 


only refer my readers as proof to the effays 


themſelves, I ſhall cloſe this article when I 
have obſeryed that Dr. Watts informed me 
Mr. Say was of opinion that to conſtitute a true 
poem, Machinery, or the introduction of Deity, 
Angels, Dæmons, and the like was neceſſary, 


obſerying that the word reihe, or poem was 
1 derived 
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derived from voi to create. . my own part 
I will not affirm that ſuch a machinery is eſſen- 
tial to a true poem, but I own that it is the 
ſource of variety, vigour, and grandeur, and 
therefore, when properly employed, is the * 
and nobleſt enn 5 


* 
— 


CHAP. Iv. 
A Review of bis Life 


EE TER the Doctor had finiſhed his aca- 
demical ſtudies at the age only of twenty 
years he returned to his father's houſe at 
Southampton, where he ſpent two years in read-. 
ing, meditation, and prayer; in reading to 
poſſeſs himſelf of ampler knowledge; in me- 
ditation by which he might take a full ſurvey 
of uſeful and ſacred ſubjects, and make what 
he had acquired by reading his own; and 
prayer to engage the divine influences to pre- 
pare him for that work to which he was deter- 
mined to devote his life, and of the importance 
of which he had a deep ſenſe upon his ſpirit. 

Having thus employed two years at his Fa- 
ther's he was invited by Sir Jobn Hartopp Ba- 
ronet to reſide in his family at Stoke Newington, 
near Londen, as tutor to his fon , where he 
| e 


* 4 bY — — es 


* Among the Doctor's a two diſcourſes, one en- 
titled the aft enemy conguered, a funeral ſermon on the death 


of oy rn dau * ter of Charles Fleetwood Eſq; and wife 
of 


2 a 


continued Gn e 2 by his behaviour pro- 
cured himſelf ſuch eſteem. and * as laid 


the 


— * 


of Sir John Hartopp, who died 3 9, 1711; and the other 
entitled The happine/s of ſeparate ſpirits made per ec, a fu- 
neral ſermon. for Sir John Hartopp himſelf, who died April 
1, 1722. Aged 85. As the Doctor had no leſs than five 
years ingrafture into Sir Fobn's family for the purpoſes of 
educating his ſon, it may not roper to-give ſome ac- 
count concerning him, e as the Doctor's own faith- 
ful as well as ingenious pencil has drawn his character. 

« When I name Sir Jobn Hartopp, ſays he towards the 
« cloſe of his difcourſe, all that knew him will agree that 
« I name a gentleman, a ſcholar, and a Chriſtian. He 
„ ſhone with eminence among perſons of birth and title on 
« earth ; while his obliging deportment and affable tem- 
per rendered him eaſy of acceſs to all his inferiors, and 
« made him the delight of all his friends, Though he 
& knew what was due to his quality in this world, yet he 


c 


„ Pa LP 


* 


„ 


* 


* 


* 


practiſed condeſcenſion and love, and ſecured the re- 
« ſpect of all without aſſuming a ſuperior air. He had a 
e taſte for univerſal learning, and ingenious arts were his 


| © rious forms, and was acquainted with many parts of 
« human ſcience. Mathematical ſpeculations and Prac- 
« tices were a favourite ſtudy with him in younger years, 
« and even to his old age he maintained his acquaintance 
„with the heavenly bodies, and light and ſhade whereby 
« time is meaſured. But the book of God was his chief 
« ſtudy, and his divineſt delight. His bible lay before 
„% him night and day, and he was well acquainted with 
the writers who explained it beſt, He was deſirous of 
„ ſeeing what the Spirit of God ſaid to men in the origi- 
nal languages; for this end he commenced ſome ac- 


+ His Grandfather Sir Edward Hartopp was created a baronet by 
King James I, 1619, but a few years after the inſtitution of the order; 


«« quaintance 


affected none of the e this life, but daily 


« delights from his youth. He purſued knowledge in va- 


1 
5 GN 
. 
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the ſoumdation of that friendſhip which ſub- 
ſiſted between him and his * to the day of 
"_ 


* * 
*** 4 


| 


7e quaintance with the Hebrew when he was more than 


6 


* ſiſty years old; and, that he might be capable of judg- 


c ing of any text in the New Tefament he kept his youth- 
« ful knowledge of the Grzek language in ſome meaſure 
% to the period of life. Among the various themes of 
« chriſtian contemplition he took peculiat pleaſure in the 


«« doctrines of grace, in the diſplay of the glories of the 


t perſon of Chriſt, God in our nature, and the wondrous 
« work of redemption by his croſs. He adored him as 


4 his Lord and his God, and, while he truſted in his 


«« righteouſneſs as the great mediator, and beheld him as 
« this crucified Saviour, he was ever zealous to maintain 
< the honours due to his divine nature and majeſty. His 
ve practice in life was agreeable to his chriſtian principles, 
« for he knew that the grace of God, which brings fal- 
« vation to men, teaches them to deny all ungodlineſs, 


* and to live ſober, righteous, and religious lives, that 


*in all things they may adorn the doctrine of God their 
« Saviour. His converſation was pious and learned, 1n- 
&« genidus and inſtructive. He was inquiſitive into the 
* affairs of the learned world, the progreſs of arts and 
«« ſciences, the concerns of the nation, and the intereſts 
© of the church of Chriſt, and upon all occaſions was as 
c ready to communicate as he was to inquire. What he 
« knew of the things of God or man he reſolved not to 
« know them only for himſelf, but for the benefit of all 
„ho had the honour of his acquaintance, There are 


« many of his friends who will join with me to confeſs | 
| «© how often we have departed from his company refreſhed 


« and advanced in uſeful knowledge; and I cannot but 
« reckon it among the bleſſings of heaven when I review 
*< thoſe five years of pleaſure and improvement which J 
«« ſpent in his family in my younger part of life, and! 
* found much inſtruftion myſelf where I was called to 


« be an inſtructor. His zeal for the welfare of his coun- 
1 : cc try, 
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- WH his death. But while he aſſiſted Mr. Hartopp's 


f ſtudies he did not neglect his own, for not only 
is = | | did 
an « try, and of the church of Chriſt in it carried him out to 
g- « the moſt extenſive and toilſome ſervices in his younger 
h- « and middle age. He employed his time, his ſpirits, 
ire «© his intereſt, and his riches for the defence of this poor 
of c nation, when forty years ago it was in the utmoſt dan- 
he « ger of popery and ruin *. His doors were ever open and 
the his carriage always friendly and courteous to the mi- 
Jus „ niſters of the goſpel, though they were diſtinguiſhed 
as « among themſelves by names of different parties, for he 
his « loved all who loved Jeſus Chriſt in fincerity. He choſe 
as indeed to bear a part in conſtant public worſhip with 
ain « the, proteftant- diſſenters, for he thought their practices 
His 5 more agreeable to the rules of the goſpel. He joined 
les, « himſelf in communion with one of their churches which 


ſal- WF was under the paſtoral care of the Rev. Dr. John Oven, 
e where he continued an honourable member under ſuc- 
<« ceſlive paſtors to the day of his death. Nor was he 
* aſhamed to own and ſupport that deſpiſed intereſt, 
© nor to frequent thoſe aſſemblies, when the ſpirit of per- 
e ſecution raged higheſt .in the days of King Charles and 
% King James the Second. He was a preſent refuge for 
** the oppreſſed, and the ſpecial providence of God ſe- 
** cured him and his friends from the fury of the oppreſſor. 
He was always a devout and diligent attender on public 
** ordinances till the laſt years of his life, when the in- 
* firmities of age coming upon him confined him to his 
e private retirements. But if age confined him, death 
gave him a releaſe. He is exalted now to the church 


ſhed “ in heaven, and has taken his place in that glorious 
Ho * aſſembly, where he worſhips among them before the 
view | ; 

ch |! * He was three times choſen repreſentative in parliament for his 


county of Leiceſterſhire in thoſe years when 'a ſacred zeal for liberty 
and religion ſtrove hard to bring in the bill of excluſion to prevent * 


Dule of York inheriting the crown of E * 
cc throne. 
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did he make further improvement in thoſt 


parts of learning in which he inſtructed the fl , 
young gentleman, but he applied himſelf to | þ 
reading the {criptures in the original tongues, q 
and the beſt commentators mein and prac- 1 
tical. 

The Doctor began to 3 on 5 birth- 40 1 
1698 at 24 years of age, and was the ſame year « 
choſen aſſiſtant to Dr. Iſaac 'Channcy, paſtor of by 
the church then meeting at Azri-lane, Lan- (, 


don. But his public labours which met with fe 
general acceptance were interrupted by a 
_ threatening illneſs of five months, which was ca. 


; eee Pha —— — ce 


RE 


% throne. There he has no need to relieve his memory he 
<< by the ſwiftneſs-of his pen, which was his perpetual WW M. 
«« practice in,the church on earth, and by which means rad 
<© heoften entertained his family in the evening-worſhip 8 


„on the Lord's day with excellent diſcourſes, ſome of 84 
„which he copied from the lips of ſome of the greateſt It 
$6 preachers of the laſt age. There his unbodied ſpirit Sen 
<< is able to ſuſtain the ſublimeſt raptures of devotion, Wi plot 
* which run through the worlttippers in that heavenly ing 
e ſtate, though here on earth I have ſeen the pious pleas offi 

* ſure too ſtrong for him, and, while he has been read- 

« ing the things of God to his houſhold, the devotion of 
de his heart has broken through his eyes, has interruptel — 
« his voice, and commanded a ſacred pauſe and ſilence.“ 1 
Such was that excellent man in whoſe family the Doc ſuccet 
ourec 


refided for the inſtruction of his ſon, the late Sir Jobi 
Hartopp, Bart. a gentleman of abilities and learning which 
might have adorned a public ſphere, but he preferred 4 
private life all his days. He eſteemed and honoured his 
worthy preceptor while living, and ſhowed his regards to 
his memory after his deceaſe. He died at Bath, January 
13, 1762. 8 

thought 


\ 


[= 
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e mought te have originated Foth the "frvor'sf 


N his zeal in preaching the glorious Goſpel of 


0 his Lord and Saviour. NOW Vef his ſickneſs 
5 did not diſcourage him from renewing his de- 
= lightful work, as ſoon as Provicence was 

pleaſed to reſtore him to health. A good 


i ſoldier of Jeſus Chriſt when he receives a 


wound in the field will not be diſheartened, 
but chearfully return to his arms and duty as 
bon as he is capable of attempting any further 
ch ſervice in the cauſe oſ his Divine Maſter. 

In Fanuary 1701-½ the Door received a 


he accepted the very day King William died, 


0 

* March 8, 1701-2, notwithſtanding the diſcou- 
an Wl racing: proſpect which that event particularly 
* gave to non: conformiſt miniſters, and the fears 
"ql ith which it filled the hearts of diſſenters in 
dirt general. But he had ſet: his hand to the 
ion, plough, and would not look back, and accord- 
en ingly he was ſolemnly ordained to the paſtoral 
yew office on March "18th following ®. But the 


n of 5 Joy 
pted ll —— — 

e. * My IX * worthy ET” AS the =_ Dr. en 
? ſucceſſor to Dr. Vaiis in the paſtor ip of the church, has fa- 
Fob oured me with the records of its Tons in which I find 
nick letter of diſmiſſion and recommendation of Dr. Wares from 
ed 2 he Rev. Mr. Thomas Rowe's church which runs as follows. 
4 his 0 the Church of Chriſt, of which the Rev. Dr. 7 
ds to 3 Chauncy was lately „„ 

1500 rere as our dear Brother My. I/azc Watts ths 


as You great latisfaction admitted 3 member amongſt 
H us, 


call from the church above mentioned to ſuc- 
ceed Dr. Chauncy in the paſtoral office Which, 


7 
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ſa able and excellent a;paſtor- was quickly after 


ae . 5 vil DEG ey with a * 
WEI 3 


a... y » : : 1 Pry - 3 
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us, and hath finee walkdd as becomes the golpel to the 


f '$ 


gore God and to the honchr of his holy profeſſion, dath ill * 
deſire, his diſmiſſon from us, we do in compliange b 
0. with diſcharge him from his memberſhip among ys 1 
in order to his being received by you, praying that his : 
miniſterial Jabouts, and thoſe gifts and graces 1 wherewith 5 
the Lord Jeſus Chrift,” the great head of the church, hath a 
been pleaſed ſo. richly to furniſh him may be abundantly 20 
| bleſfed to the converſion of ſquls, and your edification, 5 
to whoſe grace and bleſing we do from our hearts com- 
mend both him and you. l — th 
- Subſcribed with the conferit © Prouns Rows, Paſtor, 2 
gf the church by 7 NATHASAEL PEACOCK, 25 
Feb. 26, 2: (JohN ANTRIM. g th 
How kgnourable and_affeftionate, 2s. this, teſtimonjal. to git 
the Doctor s character alter, ; Eight Vears continuance With ine 
Mr. Rowe” s church ! | 9 ho 
- Tt appears from the ſaid records that Br. an on tht 2 
day in which he was ordalned to che paſtoral olice de to 
_ publickly and ſolemnly bis aceeptange of 4he choice BI in 
the church had, mage. of. him to that ſervice 5 the fol: bf, 
lowin g words : - Yo and 
| | pro 


* Brethren, . - ww 
You. know what a conſtant Fverfion J have - hag to any dili, 
propoſals of a paſtoral office for theſe” Mares: Ears, even enli 


ſince the providence of God called me firſt among you. Ye in t 
know alſo that, ſince you have g iven me an unanimons, 100 by 

ſolemn call thereto, * haye heartily 7 propoſed ſeyera ſpiri 
methods for your ſettlement without me, but your choice V 
and your affections ſeemed ſtill to be ſettled and unmoved. 200d 


I have objected warmly and often my own indiſpoſitions of will 


body x which i incapacitate me for much ſervice, and T hae dry a 
3 Pointe 


{> 
* 20 


* 
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ful and alarming illneſs, which laid him aſide 
for ſome. time, and from which he recovered 
but by flow degrees.. Upon which the church 


ſaw it needful to provide him with a, ſtated 


aſliſtant,,; Ang accordingly /the: Rev. rn Samuel 


—_ FR £ As 1 
Wr * Sünde wo * __ ws * th * ney" 


— often to. three 8 riger that are * 


of this church, whoſe gifts might render them more — 


per for instruction, and whoſe age for government. Theſe 


things T have urged till T have'provoked you to ſorrow 


and tears, and till I myſelf have been almoſt 'aſhamed. 
But your perſeverance in your choice and love, your con- 
ſtant profeſſion of edification by my miniſtry, the great 


probability you ſhew me of building up this famous and 


decayed church of Chriſt if I accept the call, and your 
prevailing. fears of its diffolution if I refuſe, have given 
me ground to believe that the voice of this church 1s the 
voice of Chriſt by you: and to anſwer this call. I have not 
conſulted with fleſh and blood : I have laid afide "the 
thoughts of myſelf to ſerve the intereſt of our Lord. | I 


give up my own eaſe for your ſpiritual profit and your 


increaſe, I ſubmit my inclinations to my duty, and in 


hopes of being made an inſtrument in the hands of Chriſt 


to build, yp thiz ancient church I return this ſolemn anſwer 
to your call, that, with a great ſenſe of my own inability 
in mind and- boch to diſcharge the duties of ſo ſacred an 


office, I de, in the ſtrength of Chriſt; venture upon it, 
and in the name of our Lord jeſus I acespt your call, 
promiſing 3 in the preſence of God and his ſaints my utmoſt 
diligence 1n, all the duties of a paſtor ſo far as God ſhall 


enlighten: and ſtrengthen me; and I leave this promiſe 


in the hands of Chriſt our mediator to ſee it performed 
by me unto you ooh the aſliffance of 82 grace and 
ſpirit. 

What devotion, belli, 1 e * to 
good of ſouls run through this addreſs, and how argc as 


will hereafter be ſhewn, did he afterwards, falfil his mini- ; 


ſtry accerding to his ſacred engagements ! © 
| 2 | Price 
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Price was choſen to that ſervice in Fuly 1707. 
But notwithſtanding" the Doctor's public la- 
bours were by theſe means conſiderably re- 
lieved, yet his health remained fluctuating for 
ſome years. However as it increaſed he re- 
newed his diligence in the diſcharge of his 
miniſtry, and his people were delighted and 
edified with his fermons from the pulpit, and his 
converfes with them in the viſits he made to 
their families. He went on without any con- 
ſiderable interruption in his work, and with 
great ſucceſs and proſperity to the church till 
the year 1712, when in Seplember he was ſeized 
with a violent fever which ſhook his conſti- 
tution, and left ſuch. weakneſs upon his nerves 
as continued with him in ſome degree to his 
dying day. Upon this occaſion prayer was 
made without ceaſing of the church unto God 
for him. Several days. of ſupplication were 
kept on his account, in which many of his bre- 
thren in the miniſtry aſſiſted, and wreſtled 


earneſtly with the Lord for. the continuance of 


ſo promiſing an inſtrument of his glory. He 
was graciouſly pleaſed to anſwer their impor- 
tunate requeſts by adding to his life more than 
thirty-ſix years, moſt of them indeed years of 
feeble health to himſelf, but of eminent uſe- 
fulneſs to the church and world. Not till 
OZober 1716 (more than four years, a long 


and painful chaſm as to the exerciſe of his | 


miniſtry both to his people and himſelf) was 
the Door able to return to his public ſervices, 
. | | but 


S my © Af mad 
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but in the mean time his aſſiſtant My. Price 
was at his deſire, and upon his recommendation, 
choſen by the church to be co-paſtor with 
him, to which office he was ordained March 
3» 1713. 

Though this long interval of fckneſs was 
on ſome accounts a very diſtreſſing ſeaſon, yet 
a kind providence made it the happieſt ra 


of the Doctor's life, as it was the occaſion of. 


introducing him into the family of Sir Thomas 


Abney Knt. aud Alderman of London? > who, on 


principles 


_ —_—_ — . 
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„As I have given ſome account of Sir John Hartopþ 
I ſhall alſo communicate ſome memoirs of Sir Thomas 
Abney and his lady, in whoſe family the Door reſided 
thirty-ſix years, and where he ended his days. 

Upon the deceaſe of Sir Thomas Abney the Rev. Mr. 


Feremiah Smith, his paſtor, preached, and publiſhed a fu- 


neral ſermon from 2 Cor. v. 6, 7, 8. To the ſermon he 
has annexed ſome memoirs of the life and character of 
dir Thomas, of which the following is an abridgment. 
Sir Thomas was one of the younger ſons of Janes Abney 


| Eſq. of Vilſey in the county of Derby, whoſe anceſtcrs 


have enjoyed that ſeat and a fair eſtate in the neighbour- 
hood above 500 years. He was born in January 1639, 
and was the religious ſon of worthy and pious parents. 
His mother dying when he was young, and in the times 
of public confuſion by which the family were no ſmall 
ſufferers, his father placed him at ſchool at Loughborough in 
the county of Leicefter, that he might be under the eye 
and care of his aunt the honourable and virtuous Lady 
Bromley, reli& of Sir Edward Bromley a Baron of the Ex- 
chequer in the reigns of Queen Elizabeth and Fames I. 
Her pious inſtructions, it is believed, made early impreſ- 
hons upon him, and were the happy means of a ſober and 

H 3 religious 
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principles of the moſt generous compaſſion and 
friendſhip, | took him in a very languiſhing 


A e 8 2 2 . — 1 . & 4.4 4.4.25 1 
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br turn of mind which continued through the Whole 
of his life. Thus under the influence of divine grace he 
was fortiſied againſt temptations in his apprenticeſhip. 
An heart at that critical Juncture pre- engaged and firmly 
reſol ved on the fide of virtue and religion could not but be 
of great advantage for his ſecurity, eſpecially as he took 
all opportunities of attending the moſt judicious and practical 
preachers, under whom he became the more confirmed 
in thoſe good principles which his pious aunt had inſtilled 
into him. His perſonal character was in all reſpects highly 
commendable, not only clear from the vices of the age 
but very exemplary and eminent. His piety and ſerious 
regard to religion were conſpicuous. ' He feared God from 
his youth, and ſhewed the truth and power of that divine 
principle which guided, animated, and influenced him 
in all his actions. The duties of the ſecond table, in 
which he was careful and exact, were all performed, in 
virtue and purſuance of the duties of the firſt. The fear 
and love of God, and the deſire of pleaſing and honouring 
him were the ſpring and very life and ſoul of every ac. 
tion, conſecrating, as it were, his whole life, and in a 
ſenſe making all that he did an honour and worſhip to his 


God. To his piety were joined his probity and juſtice; 
He was pious towards God, and righteous in his tranſ- 


actions with men. He was ſincere in his words and pro- 
miſes, and faithful in his engagements and truſts, never 
giving into any ways of fraud, deceit, or colluſion. He 
{ought no gain but with a good conſcience, and made no 
haſte to be rich, and God crowned and bleſſed his fair and 
righteous conduct with conſiderable increaſe. He was of 
a meek and quiet ſpirit, he was affable and courteous, 
very temperate in meats and drinks, and the pleaſures of 


life. He was very charitable both in his. judging and 


{peaking of others, and i in adminiſtering to the neceſſities 


4 
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ſite of health to his & HH Heuſe; Where he was 
moſt "OY a with all which could 
contre 
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of ſuch #3 were in want. He was of 4 A it e 


tending his love and regard to perſons of alt parties bear- 
ing the Chriſtian name however divided in leffer mat- 
ters. He was compaſſionate and tender-heatred; readily 


ſympathiſmg with his friends in thei foffows,: and full 


of pity towards objects of miſery. He was patient and 
ſelf-denying; hy no means ſet upon his nu Will and way. 
He was an affeQtionate and tender huſband, à loving and 
prudent father, and watchful over the good and happineſs 
of his children; he was a juſt and kind maſter; and for 
holy order and government, and the exerciſes of religion 
his houſe might be conſidered as a temple or a church of 
the living God. Here were every day the morning and 
evening ſacrifices of prayer and praiſe, and reading the 
holy ſcriptures, many times with proper helps to under- 
ſtand and profit by them. The Lord's day he ſtrictly ob- 
ſerved and ſanctiſied. God was ſolemnly fought and 
worſhipped both before and after the family's attendance 
on public ordinances. The repetition of ſermons, the 
reading good books, the inſtruction of the houſehold, and 


the ſinging the divine praiſes together wers much of 


the ſacred employment of the Holy day; variety and 
brevity making the whole not burfdenſome but pleaſant, 
leaving at the ſame time room for the devotions of the 
cloſet, as well as för intervening works of nedeſſity and 
mercy. Perſons coming into ſuch a family with a ſerious 
tincture of mind might well ery out, This is no other 
* than the houſe of God, this is the gate of heaven!“ 
Beſides the ordinary and ſtated ſervices of religion occa- 


fional calls and ' ſeaſons for worſhip were alſo much re- 


garded. In ſignal family mercies and afflitions, 1 in go- 
ing journies, in undertaking and accompliſhing any mat- 
ters of greater moment God was eſpecially owned by 


prayer and thankſgiving z' the aſüſtance of miniſters being 
often called in upon ſuch occaſions, Through the whole 
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contribute. to his convenience, and ſatisfaction 


to me end of his days; for though this eminent 
friend 


courſe of his life he was prieſt in his own family, axcopeing 
when a- miniſter happened to be preſent, or any ſuch ſo- 
journed with him. Sir Thomas's conſtant practice was to 
lead his houſehold in the acts of worſhip, and to offer up 
their addreſſes to God, which he performed with great ſe- 
riouſneſs of thought, and warmth of affection. The word 
of God being read conſtantly as a preface to prayer in his 
family he choſe to do that alſo himſelf, unleſs for a few of 
the laſt years of life, in which he thought fit to put the 
performance of that part of religious duty upon his chil- 
dren. As to the ſermons that were read in the evening of 
the Lord's day he took that ſervice upon himſelf, and held 
on in that courſe to his laſt ſickneſs and death, and thoſe 
who reſided in his houſe were witneſſes with what affection 
he went through that work, and how often he hath been 
melted into tears ſo that he could ſcarce proceed without a 
pauſe. It may be further remarked concerning this excel- 
lent man that when he has juſt .come from the neceſſary 
buſineſs and affairs of his ſtation, that it was ſtill with ſuch 
a compoſure of ſpirit that he Was ever in a frame for the 
exerciſes of religion, and gave reaſon thence to conclude 
that he walked with God all the day long“. ; 2 

Much more might be ſaid concerning this worthy: man, 
particularly of his behaviour in the houſe of God, his civil 
life and magiſtracy, and his ſerene and comfortable death, 
but I muſt preſcribe bounds to myſelf on this head as J 
have propoſed writing not Sir Thomas Abney's but Dr. 


| Watts's memoirs, but permit me to add a brief account of 


* As a moſt demonſtrative and ſtrik ing proof of Sir Thomas's conſtant 
regard to God and the duties he owed him, Lady Abney informed me, that 
he kept up regular prayer in his family during all his mayoralty, and that, 
upon the evening of the day he entered on his office, he without any no- 
tice withdrew from the public aſſembly at Cuilaball after ſupper, went to 
his houſe, chere performed family rt and then returned to the com · 


pany. 
the 
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friend of his country and the church of God; 
and particularly of the Doctor, died in the 
"Year. 
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the public capacities in which he 5 and the ſors 
vices he rendered his country in them. In 1693 he was 
elected Sheriff London and Middleſex,” which truſt he ſo 
honourably and faithfully executed that before his year ex- 
pired he was choſen Alderman of Vintry Ward, and received 
alſo the honour of |Knighthood from King William." In 
1700 he was choſen Lord Mayor ſome years before his turn. 
In this year his hearty zeal for the Proteſtant intereſt ex- 
erted itſelf in an uncommon degree. He had the courage 
and reſolution at that juncture to propoſe an addreſs from 
the Common Council to the King, though he was much op- 
poſed in it by the majority of his brethren of the bench. 
The deſign and purport of the addreſs was to ſignify their 
reſolution and readineſs to ſtand by his Majefy in oppoſi- 
tion to France and the Pretender, whom the French monarch 
had lately cauſed to be proclaimed King of Great Britain. 
By his great pains and prudence Sir Thomas ſurmounted all 
the obſtructions the adverſaries of this affair threw in his 
way, and he carried his point with remarkable ſucceſs, 
This addreſs was tranſmitted to King William then be- 
yond the ſeas, forming, guiding, and uniting the counſels 
of the Proteſtant, world, and by his power and intereſt 
reſcuing and ſuſtaining the liberties of Zurope. When this 
noble reſolution of the city of London was publicly known, | 

1t animated the affairs of the King, and gave new life to 

his intereſt both abroad and at home. A conſiderable per- 
ſon then living complimented Sir Thomas Abney on this 
occaſion, aſſuring him ** that he had done more ſervice to 
the King, than if he had raiſed him a million of money.““ 
This leading example of London, under the conduct of 
their chief magiſtrate, 'greatly inſpirited the whole nation, 
and was followed by addreſſes of the like nature from moſt 
of the corporations. Upon which the Xing diſſolved the 
pcs. and reſolved to have the ſenſe of his people 
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year 1 22, the like benevolent ſpirit lie hal 
* was continued by his: worthy relict 
| Dll 


——— La IR 


upon the e RG FIDE; of 8 expreſſed in theit 
choice of a new one ab he told them id that laſt admirable 
ſpeech of his December 31, i701. This Parliament t haps 
pily attained the ends this excellent Prince had in view, fot 
they quickly formed an act For the abjuration of the Pretem 
der, and the further eſtabliſnment of the Prorefant facreſiin 
to the throne. This law received the royal aſſent but the 
day before the King died, and he left it as his beſt legacy 
for the nation. By this mean the crown was ſecured tothe 
houſe of Brunſauix, for though it was declared by the pres 
ceding Parliament to belong to that family, yet, in the aj 


Prehenſion of wiſe and thoughtful men, the deſcent af it 


in the appointed line was too precarious till it was guarded 
and ſecured by a ſubſequent law againſt all oppoſers. 80 
Fine was the ſucceſſion of the houſe of Hanover. to theſe 

gdoms obliged. to the zeal. and. Ahe, of a Proteftan 

enter ng . ning 1 

- The above account, as before 719 5 ed, 1s extracted Gol 
4% memoirs of his life by his paſtor, and the world may 
ſee it confirmed in Dr. J/atts's paper in his  Mieliew ri 


titled the Honourable: magiſtrate, and bis e * legiac Od at b 


.” o 1 


death 1 in the fame volume. a 


"Lady Abney was the daughter of 135 FRA * of| 


$/oke Newington, and was married to Sir Thomas, an 17,99, 
Her character is Well delineated in its ſhining excellencie: 
in a ſermon upon her death by her Paſtor the New, Mr. 
Samuel Price, and indeed her graces . "and virtues, as I can 
atteſt from my acquaintance with het, ſhone in an uncom: 
mon union and lugt tre, which I endeavouted to deſcribe in 
an ode I publiſhed 'not long after her deceaſe. If any Per. 
ſons, judging from the general appearance of religion i 


I Þ Sir Thimas was choſen by the eltivets' of Kone d member ip thi 
parliament, to the calling of which bis wwenbe i in the abs. mii 3 


th 


ve have len have ſo much inffuence. 
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Lady Mary 3 And their daughters Her 
Ladyſhip ſurvived the 'Dyor above a" year, 


and 
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I drew of her Ladyſhip that I Was tod laviſh 

Jam well ſatisfied, had they known the 0 _ 

would confeſs I had only done” Juſtice to it ifs — 
The ode 1 is as follows, 0 enen 


* „, 


? i 14 


To the Memory. of that ontiable 3 of 8 Gnice and 


Virtue Dame Mary n mo nN "us TI Jan. 
12, 1749-50» | n y *. 
The Mile; who ei 10 Reed lng 
Virtue's immortal honsürs figs, | 5 
Thus warbling to the vernal ade n 
The female Charatter eflay'd.”” SIE 5 es FA 
| Let aoiſdn's majeſty Jes 
And dove-like gentlenss be ſe-on]]]]]n]n OOO 
On woman's brows, — = one there 18 8 
At once excite our love and fear. . 
Inſtead of vanity*s array 
T'outvie the luſtres of the ty 
Decent and modeſt be her dreſs 
Such as may ſuitably expreſs 
How ſhe the inward gem can prize 
Beyond the caſket where it lies. ü 
Let undifſembled piety © ny 
With heav'n's unerfing rules agre ;; 
Not like the pig faith, which teems 
With monſtrous tales, and idle dreams, 
Nor fram'd from pagan /chemes that ſhun 
The ftreatn, Where peace and pardon run. 


+ Mrs, Elizdbeth Cooke, à gentle öhän eminent for her piety, and uſe» 
fulneſs, whoſe houſe was next Lady Abney's, and who for many years was 
well acquainted with her, told ma, „ that if ſhe ſhed wiſh herſelf to be 


any perſon complete ſhe would with herſelf to be Lady Angy.“ Such 


were the exalted ideas ſhe entertained of her, 
3 | ? Let 
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and: the. youngeſt of the three daughters Mrs, 
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ee Abney is ſtill living. Of their kind 


py 1 


and 
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Let ev'ry truth the ſcriptures ſhow / 


Upon her heart divinely glow, 


And ſhed its undiminiſh'd rays 


Ocer all the tenor of her days, 


As ſhine unquench'd the orbs on high, 


While meteors mount and blaze, and die. 5 


Is ſhe a avife? Let winning love,” 


Obedience, and diſcretion prove 


How well ſhe dignifies the name 

With nuptial care, and nuptial flame. 
Is ſhe a mother ?. Let her ill 

And aſfiduity fulfil: 

A mother's arduous taſk, and 3 
Her chilaren blooming at her fide 
Along religion's bliſsful ways, 

And teach the pleaſure and the praiſe : 
Be it her labour to deſtroy 


Each weed that might her plants annoy, 


To bend the branches as they ſhoot, 


And nurſe young virtue's bud to fruit. ON 2 


Should riches to her charge be giv'n, 
Let her improve the boon for heav'n; 


The bounds of wealth let her ſarvey, - ] ; : 


And in the ſcales of wiſdom weigh 
What portion jaſtice may demand, 


And what may crown her gen'rous hand, 


„ 


Then ope her charitable door, 


And deal her Bounties to the poor; ; 


While plenty round her houſe is ſhown 


Alike to want or waſte unknown, 


Plenty, which Temp'rance* hand reſtrains, 


And guided by Di/cretion's reins. 


Upon the Sabbath's. glad return 
Religion's radiant lamp ſhould burn 


Witk 
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and honourable regards to Him 1 will fir no- 


thing, except; that I myſelf was a frequent 


witneſs of them in the many viſits which at 
as wha 5 different 


232 


* 


With double luſtre $24 the 4 
Without ceſſation or decay. * 


Be regular attendance givunu 
At God's own houſe, the port. os ente 1817 
Nor let the remnant-hours complain n 


That they have pour'd their ſands in vain ; 1 810 
Nor let religion veil its light pn 
When heav'n's high day has ae aſs its fight, 5 
But, as themen, and cviniäg a e HH 
Perpetual circles with the ſun, 
Let pure devotion's flames aſcend, 
While her whole family attend, 

And join in ſupplicating eries, 
And grateful honours to the ſkies. 
Let courteſy. with heart ſincere ers obs e 
In all her life to all appear, | 
But let her fav'rite friends be few, 
And like herſelf to virtue true. 

Let ever wakeful prudence guide | 
Her barkio'er life's uncertain tide, 
Cautious of flatt'ry's ſiren breath, 


C 


And ander which, like ina pours 1 
Tumultuous ſtorm and burning ſhow'rs, ' &; 
But let her be divinely bold 
Duty's obſtructed path to hold. 
When tempeſts beat, and thunders roll, 
And hideous night involves the pole: 
Purſuing thus her glorious way 
At length the ſhores of heav'nly day 
Shall ſhine, and with the viſion bleſt, | 
Her ſoul, of holy calms poſſeſt, 1 { 
Shall make the port of endleſs reſt.“ 
RE Thus 


Which lulls the liſt'ning ſoul to death, | 85 3 5 
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and admits only of a ſhort narration as it 
flowed along in an even uniform tenor, one 
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differgny ti times 1 made to that moſt. era, 
virtuous, and happy family. 6 
Though the , Dofor's life from. the time of 
cloſing, his ſtudies affords but little variety, 


year, one month, one week, one day being 
in a manner a repetition of the former, yet ſe- 


veral obſervations may be made upon the} 
events, few às they may be which occurred, 


which may prove not. unentertaining or unin- 
ſtructive to my readers. My firſt obſervation 
ſhall be upon the Doctor's very favourable op- 


portunities for improvement in the interval be- 


tween his leaving the academy, and his en- 
trance upon the work of the miniftey, which 
might much contribute to that eminent figur 
he afterwards made as a divine, and an author. 
He retired for two years to his father's for the 
noble purpoſe of reading, meditation, and 


prayer. He was in the houſe of one who un- 


doubtedly loved him with a moſt tender af- 


fection, who had it in his power to grant | 


him, and whoſe paternal kindneſs. could not 
N every wing 2755 could wad! to. make 


hy. 


— 


3 
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Thus ſudg the Maſe, fair Truth was by, | 
Crown'd with the'radiance of the ty, © ; 
And ſwift reply'd: & And dares thy verſe 
% Abney's high character rehearſe} 

«« Her name ſuperior to thy praiſe 
© Deſerves the ſongs which angels raife.” 


him 


—— 2 „ . e an 8 
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him. comfortable, .and | ate and forward 
his laydable deſigns hg was in the. houſe of 
a man of eminent pictye and; who wavld;par 
fail to. cheriſh, the divine life which, to his un- 
ſpeakable. joy he obſerved in his ſon. Whar 
large draughts of knowledge then muſt, the 
Deer, conſidering his early and inextinguiſh= 
able thirſt for improvement, neceſfarily im- 
bibe by a daily caurſe of ;reading;..conteraplas 
tion, and prayer, and all this without any 
interruption, amidſt the enjoyment of 3 fa- 
ther's wife and pious counſels and converia+ 
tion, and, the; edifying and [animating efficacy 
of his holy example? From his! father's. roof 
he remoyed. into the family of Sir Jahn Hats 
op, and there continued fixe years as a pres 
ceptor to his ſon. Here he enjoyed the ad- 
vantage of an intimacy with a gentleman of 


great abilities, and extraordinary piety, which 


the Doctor well knew both how to value and 


improve. Here he had alfo the opportunity 


of converling with perſpns of real worth, and 
taking a large ſurvey of the varieties of man- 
kind from the numerous company that at 
one time, and on one oecaſion or other re- 
ſided in Sir Fobn' 8 family, or made their viſits 
ta him. Here too he was more firmly ſecur- 
ing to hinaſelf thoſe rich treaſures of learn- 


ing of which he was already poſſeſſed,” but 


which became more fully his oo by. came. 


mynicating them to his pupil. Hexe tog he. 


made vaſt additions to the knowledge he had 
obtained, 
+ 


— — 
= = — ——_ 


G - Y x S I I - 3 — — — 2 OY 22 > J 5 < 4 
— — - = 8 : EZ : — : = — — — - K 
—— 8 — * I 7 2 6 1 — - — _ — oo 
r * 8 . 3 8 * SIS 5 — 2 . r See = Ss eo — <= 2 W 
8 a D F = ES — —. r — — — Y 2 — E _— 
= ” — 4 2 5 r . XI r SE 8 5 2 —= CES ER PATSY ——— _ bs 
— J = 4 —_ "= IS = — — 7 DES : S— x — — = EGS DE 


= 


* = 2 — 2 
HS 


ESE 


i  * MEMOIRS or 


£ 1 


obtained, and entered deep into "thoſe parts 
of ſcience with which he might be but f imper- 
fectiy acquainted” before, and all this to dif 
charge in its full extent of advantage his work 
as a tutor“, while at the ſame time he kept 
in view his preparation for the miniſtry, and 
cultivated thoſe ſtudies which had a more di- 
rect and immediate concern with that ſacred 
office to which he Hug pen to "GVO 
Nis days.“ 8 
Such were the Wrochable e the 
Dottor enjoyed for his improvement for ſeveral 
years after he had completed his academical 
courſe, and Providence ſeemed kindly reſolved 
that nothing ſhould' be wanting, as to an 
happy concurrence of ſituation and reſidence, 


f 
© 4 
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whether we owe if not the completion yet the origi- 


nation of the Docs treatiſe on aſtronumy and geography 


to his. tuition, of Mr. afterwards Sir John Hartopp, I pre- 
tend not to ſay, but the Doctor who dates his dedication 
of this work to Mr. Eames June 1 I, 1725; declares ** that 


e the papers had lain by him in filence above twenty 
years. Might they not therefore very probably be firſ 
drawn. up for Sir John's uſe ? As to his Logic which is 
addreſſed to his former pupil, he tells him, that it was 
« fir' the public ſhould receive through his hands what 
« was originally written for the aſſiſtance of the younger 
ce ſtudies, and was then preſented to him.“ Thus are 
we aſſured from the Doctor himſelf that his Logic which 
has met with ſo general a reception and diſtinguiſhed ap- 
plauſe from the world had its part in the education of 
Sir Fr and took i its iſe 1 in the e in e N he was 
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to open the way to his future amazing ſcene 
of uſefulneſs to the church and world, 


Our next-obſervation ſhall be made upon 


that remarkably kind providence which 
brought the Doctor into Sir Thomas Abney's fa- 
mily, and continued him there till his death, 
a period of no leſs than thirty-ſix years. In 
the midſt of his ſacred labours for the glory 


of God, and the good of his generation he is 


ſeized with a moſt violent and threatening fe- 
ver, which leaves him oppreſſed with great 
weakneſs, and puts a ſtop at leaſt to his pub- 


lic ſervices for four years. In this diſtreſſing 
ſeaſon, doubly ſo to his active and pious, ſpi- 
rit, he is invited to Sir Thomas Abney's family, 


nor ever removes from it till he had finiſhed 
his days. Here he enjoyed the uninterrupted 
demonſtrations of the trueſt friendſhip. Here, 


without any care of his own, he had every 


thing which could contribute to the enjoy- 
ment of life, and favour the unwearied pur- 
ſuit of his ſtudies. Here he dwelt in a fa- 
mily which for piety, order, harmony, and 
every virtue was an houſe of God. Here he 


had the privilege of a country receſs, the pure 


air, the retired grove, the fragrant bower, 
the ſpreading lawn, the flowery garden, and 
other advantages to ſooth his mind, and aid 
his reſtoration to health, to yield him when- 
ever he choſe them moſt grateful intervals 


from his laborious ſtudies, and enable him 


to return to them with redoubled -vigour and 
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delight. Had it not been for this moſt happy 
event he might, as to outward view, have 
feebly, it may be painfully dragged on through 
many. more years of languor, and inability for 
public ſervice, and even for profitable ſtudy, 
or perhaps might have ſunk into his grave 
under the overwhelming load of infirmities in 
the midſt of his days, and thus the church 
and world . would have been deprived of thoſe 
many excellent ſermons and works which he 
drew up and publiſhed during his long reſi- 
dence in this family. In a few years after his 
coming hither Sir 7. homas Abney dies, but his 
MEE 5 conſort ſurvives, who ſhows the Doc- 
tor the ſame reſpe& and friendſhip as before, 
and moſt happily for him, and great numbers 
| beſides, for as her riches were great her gene- 
roſity and munificence were in full proportion, 
-her thread of life was drawn out to a great 
age, even beyond that of the Doctor's, and 
thus this excellent man through her kind- 
© neſs, and that of her daughter the pre- 
ſent Mrs. Elizabeth Abney, who in a like de- 
gree eſteemed and honoured him, enjoyed all 
the benefits and felicities he experienced at his 
firſt entrance into this family till his days were 
numbered and finiſhed, and, like a ſhock of 
corn in its ſeaſon, he aſcended into the regi- 
ons of perfect and immortal life and joy. Thus 
did God moſt remarkably provide a ſituation 
y him for a long ſucceſſion of years in an 


houſe where there was every thing which 
8 | could 


Da. IS AAC WATTS. "338 
could conduce to his comfort and uſefulneſs. 
What honours are due to this family from the 

church and world! Where the name of Dr. 
' Watts is mentioned as a diſtingujſhed bleſſing 
let it ever be gratefully remembered that it 
might under Providence be owing to Sir Tho- 
mas Abney and his amiable Lady that he was 
continued ſo long a burning, and a ſhining 
light in this hemiſphere of the church, and 
that there are ſuch remains of his beneficial 
luſtres in the excellent ſermons and other 
works compoſed by him under their roof. But 
I reſtrain myſelf, Their eminent characters 
and particularly their kindneſs to him are re- 


corded by the Doctor himſelf, and with a 


fame like his own ſhall deſcend to the lateſt 
JJ n.-» | 

Our third remark ſhall be upon the Doctor's 
frequent ſtrokes of illneſs, and the benefits 


which might accrue from them. That he 


had numerous and very afflicting inſtances of 
this kind appears from the accounts Dr. Jen- 
nings gives in his funeral ſermon of his be- 
ing laid aſide by ſickneſs five months ſoon 
after his entrance upon his aſſiſtantſhip to 
Dr. Chauncey 1698—of his being viſited with 
another illneſs quickly after his taking the 
paſtoral charge in 1701—and of a moſt vi- 
olent fever which ſeized him in 1712, ſhattered 
his conſtitution, debilitated his nerves, and 
prevented his return to his public work till 
October 1716, as to the Doctor no doubt four 
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very long and painful years. We alſo find 


from his own record that he was confined to 


a bed of ſickneſs in 1729 *. And in 1736 he 


compoſed an hymn which he ſtiles Complaint 
and Hope under great Pain, publiſhed. in his 
Remnants of Time employed in Proſe and Verſe. 
More inſtances of his bodily diſorders, and 
thoſe to a great degree might be recited, if 
theſe already mentioned were not ſufficient for 
our purpoſe, \In this manner did his holy, 
wiſe, and gracious Father ſee fit to afflict 
him, and he travelled through many a valley 
of Baca (of weeping) in his pilgrimage to the 


better country. But were not all "theſe dark 


and diſtreſſing diſpenſations the procedures of 


' wiſdom and goodneſs? And might not theſe 


often returning trials. be divinely bleſſed to 
keep him low, humble, and conſtantly at the 


foot of God, as in the caſe of St. Paul who 
tells us, © that, Jeſt he ſhould be exalted 


« above meaſure through the abundance of 
ce revelations he had given him a thorn in 
« the fleſh?” Might not this excellent man 
under theſe ſharp afflictions be better able to 
ſympathize with his fellow-ſaints under their 
diſtreſſes, be enlarged and enlivened in his 
prayers for them, and be quickened both as to 
his tongue and pen to adminiſter the more 
abundant conſolations as the 3 


— 


* 


* Preface to his Humble Aung 5 Page 5. 
F 2 Cor. Xi. 7. 


« And 
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And whether we be afflicted it is for your 
« conſolation and ſalvation, which is effec- 
ce tual in enduring the ſame ſufferings, which 


« we alſo ſuffer ; or whether we be comforted 
« it is for your conſolation and ſalvation“.“ 


cc 


May I be allowed here to repeat part of a let- 


ter communicated to me many years ſince 
which the Doctor wrote to a miniſter in afflic- 


tion in which there appears not only a warm 


vein of true ſpiritual friendſhip but a moſt di- 
vine powerful pathos which his own experi- 
ence of trials might perhaps happily inſpire. 


; 


« It is my hearty deſire for you that your 


« faith may ride out the ſtorms of temptation, 
ec and the anchor of your hope may hold be- 
ce ing fixed within the veil, There fits Jeſus 
« our fore-runner, who failed over this rough 


&« ſea before us, and has given us a chart, 


« even his word, where the ſhelves and rocks, 


ce the fierce currents and dangers are well de- 


« {cribed, and he is our pilot, and will con- 
«© duct us to the ſhores of happineſs. I am 
ce perſuaded that in the future ſtate we ſhall 


ce take a ſweet review of thoſe ſcenes of pro- 


« vidence which have been involved in the 
« thickeſt darkneſs, and trace thoſe footſteps 
e of God when he walked with us through 
« the deepeſt waters. This will be a ſurpriſ- 
ing delight to ſurvey the manifold harmony 
« of claſhing diſpenſations, and to have thoſe 
perplexing riddles laid open to the eyes of 


I —e. 


2 Cor. i. 6. 
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cc our ſouls, and read the full meaning of 
ce them in ſet characters of wiſdom and grace.” 


Beſides all this the Doctor has left us ſtriking 
proofs of his ſuitable temper of mind, his hope, 
his faith, his ſubmiſſion, and humble pleadings 


\with God for relief under his trials, and we 


ſhould not I am perſuaded have known ſo much 


of his piety had he been a ſtranger to the fur- 


nace of affliction. How comfortably. does he 
feel himſelf, and how does his ſoul rejoice in 


his God under the preſſures of ſickneſs upon 


his body in that ſecond part of what: he en- 


titles Thoughts and Meditations in a a long Sickneſs 
1712, 1713 ST 
Yet, gracious God, amidſt theſe ſtorms of nature 
Thine eyes behold a {ſweet and ſacred calm 
Reign thro? the realms of conſcience. ' All within 
Lies peaceful, all compos'd. *Tis wondrous grace 
Keeps off thy terrors from this humble boſom, 
Though ſtain'd with ſins and follies, yet ſerene 
In penitential peace, and chearfu] hope, 
Sprinkled and guarded with atoning blood. 
Thy vital ſmiles, amidſt this deſolation, 
Like heav' nN ſun- beams hid behind the e 
Break out in happy moments with bright radiance 
Cleaving the gloom ; the fair celeſtial light, 
Softens and gilds the horrors of the ſtorm, 
And richeſt cordials to the heart conveys. 
O glorious ſolace of immenſe diſtreſs, 
A conſcience and a God! A friend at home, 
And better friend on high ! This is my rock 


1 


- 


* Miſcellaneous thoughts i in FROM and verſe, No. 47- 


in 
ce 


ice 


47. 


Da. ISAAC WATTS. 19 


Of firm ſupport, my ſhield of ſure defence 
Againſt infernal arrows. Riſe, my ſoul, _ 
Put on thy courage. Here's the living ſpring 
Of joys divinely ſweet and ever new, 

A peaceful conſcience, and a e heav'n. 


And what a ſweet and holy vein of gratitude 


and praiſe runs through the fourth part of the 


above-mentioned Thoughts and Meditations, in 
which, bleſſing God for his recovery to health, 
he ſays, 


Riſe from my couch, ye late enfeebled limbs, 
Prove your new ſtrength, and ſhow th' effective {ki!l 
Of the Divine Phybcian; ; bear away 
This tottering body to his ſacred threſhold; 
There, laden with his honours, let me bow 
Before his feet, let me pronounce his grace, 
Pronounce ſalvation through his dying Son, 
And teach this ſinful world the Saviour's name: 
Then riſe, my hymning ſoul, on holy notes 
Tow'rd his high throne ; awake, my choiceſt ſongs, 
Run echoing round the roof, and, while you pay 
The ſolemn vows of my diſtreſsful hours, 
A thouſand friendly lips ſhall aid the praiſe. 

Jeſus, great advocate, whoſe pitying eye 
Saw my long anguiſh, and with melting heart 
And powerful interceffion ſpreadſt my woes 
With all my groans before the Father-God 
Bear up my praiſes now; thine holy incenſe 


Shall hallow all my rice of joy, 


And bring theſe accents grateful to his ear : 
My heart, and life, and lips, and ev'ry pow'r, 
Snatch'd from the graſp of death, I here devote 
By thy Wen hands an offering to his name. 

Amen. Halleluia. 
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In evidence of the Doctor's admirable temper 
under his trials I ſhall make another citation 


from his writings in which he aſks, But has 
c not my ſpirit been depreſſed by a ſickly con- 
ce ſtitution, and confined to a feeble engine of 
&« fleſh under daily diſorders? Have I not ſuſ- 
ce tained many ſorrows on this account, and 
« waſted ſome years among the infirmities of 
« the body, and in painful idleneſs ? Are there 
<« not ſeveral ſouls favoured with a more eaſy 
© habitation, and yoked with a better partner? 
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13 « Are they not accommodated with engines 
45 ce which have more health and vigour, and 
$i ce ſituated in much more happy circumſtances 
05 « than mine? What then? Shall I repine at 
3 © my lot, and murmur againſt my Creator, 
4 te becauſe he has made ſome hundreds happier 


9 ce than I, while I ſurvey whole nations, and 
« millions of mankind that have not a thou- 
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bi ee ſandth part of my bleſſings ? 
1 In this excellent ſpirit did he wade chrough 


— 


1 the depths of his afflictions, and glorify God in 
| them. How inſtructive, how animating his 
example! The ſame man that he was in the 
pulpit, and active life, he was alſo on the couch 
14 of ſickneſs, and at the brink of the grave. 

1 | There is an hymn of his, which we before 
1 mentioned, entitled Complaint and Hope under 
great Pain, in which there is ſuch a mix- 
ture of dutiful reſignation to the divine 
e and earneſt pleadings | with 
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the Almighty to relieve him from his ſor- 
rows as bears a noble teſtimony to the excellen- 
cy of his ſpirit, and affords a bright pattern for 
the imitation of the ſaints of God under his 
correcting hand. 
Lord, I am pain'd ; but I refign 
To thy ſuperior will ; 
"Tis grace, tis wiſdom all divine 
Appoints the pains I feel. 
| Th 
Dark are Thy ways of providence, 
While thoſe who love Thee groan ; 
Thy reaſons lie conceal'd from ſenſe 
- Myſterious and unknown: 5 
1 po: III. | 
Yet nature may have leave to ſpeak, 
And plead before her God, 
Left the o'erburden'd heart ſhould break 
Beneath thy heavy rod, 
IV, 
Will nothing but ſuch-daily pain 
Secure my ſoul from hell ? 
Canſt thou not make my health attain ' 
Thy kind deſigns as well? 
V. 
How ſhall my tongue proclaim thy grace, 
While thus at home confin'd ? 
What can I write, while painful fleſh 
Hangs heavy on the mind ? 
| VI. 
Theſe groans and ſighs, and flowing tears 
Give my poor ſpirit eaſe, 
While ev'ry groan my Father hears, 


And ev'ry tear he ſees, | 
5 VII. 
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| V1: 

Ts not ſome ſmiling hour at hand © 
With peace upon its wings? 

Give it, O God, thy ſwift command 
With all the joys it brings. 


We have another obſervation to make upon 
the Doctor's life, namely, that, as he was a 


non- conformiſt firſt as one of the laity, and 


afterwards as a miniſter, his lot through a kind 
providence was caſt upon very happy days, fo 
that from his birth to his death he had no ex- 


perience of the bitter hardſhips of perſecution 


for the ſake of a good conſcience. He was 
born in the time of Charles II. in which, though 
his venerable father was impriſoned for his 


*non-conformity, yet it does not appear that any 


of his family ſuffered on that account except 
in the participation of his troubles, of which 
his ſon might have little or no remembrance. 
His ſucceſſor James II. was a devotee to the 


church of Rome, furious in his zeal, and reſtleſs 


and unwearied in his endeavours to introduce 


popery, and cruſh the proteſtant religion; and 


to accompliſh his. deſigns he trampled down 
the fences of law and juſtice, and by his in- 
ſtruments of cruelty Fefferies and Kirke com- 


mitted ſuch wanton” butcheries in the Meſt of 


England as filled the nation with horror. All 
this the Doctor muſt be acquainted, and deeply 


affected with at che very time theſe miſeries op- 
f 2 
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vrefſed the kingdom, and with thouſands and 
ten thouſands more muſt tremble to behold the 


oreat intereſts of liberty, the proteſtant religion, 


and the conſtitution itſelf coming nearer and 
nearer every day and hour to the edge of a 
precipice, thence to be thrown down, as to out- 
ward appearance, into utter and irretrievable 
ruin. But we do not find from any memorials 
that either the Doctor or any of his family were 
actual ſufferers in theſe horrible times in their 
own perſons. A bleſſed revolution takes place 
in 1688 by the coming of the Prince of Orange: 
the baffled tyrant quits the kingdom, and the 
glorious deliverer, and his moſt excellent Prin- 
ceſs by the vote of the nation take the crown. 


Their conjoint reign, and afterwards that of the 


King only, who ſeveral years ſurvived the 
Queen, proved a moſt propitious æra to liber- 
ty: the act of toleration took place in favour of 


the proteſtant diſſenters, and perſecution in all 


its cruel oppreſſions of fines, penalties, and im- 
priſonments is known no more. The DoZor 


enjoyed the-invaluable bleſſing with the reſt of 


his brethren. On King William's demiſe Ann 
Princeſs of Denmark aſcended the throne, and 


the non-conformiſts continued unmoleſted 


during her reign, though, for ſome time before 
her death, the clouds; that had fo long vaniſhed, 

gathered again, and hung in thick darkneſs 
over the diſſenters, and the friends of freedom 
and religion in general, but by a remarkable 
providence they were overblown by the Elector 
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— 
of Hanover s, afterwards George I., acceſſion to 


the throne. On his deceaſe George II. ſucceed- 
ed, and during the reigns of both theſe excel- 
lent kings the diſſenters had not. the leaſt in- 
roads made upon their liberties, but all was 
tranquillity and enjoyment. The Doctor was 
removed from our world, while the laſt of theſe 
princes was upon the je ; and thus, through 
a long extended life, he never in his own per- 
ſon knew any of 1 of perſecution. 
In what a delightful period, a period ſuch as 
had not bleſt our land for ages, if indeed in 
any age, did this good man live, and he only 
had the report and not the painful experience 
of what his venerable fathers in the miniſtry 
had ſuffered, when in 1662 no leſs than 2000 
of them were ejected from their livings, and 
by the act of uniformity were impoveriſhed,, 


, haraſſed, fined, and impriſoned for worſhipping 


God according to the dictates of their own con- 
ſciences, and refuſing to comply with the com- 
mandments of men. I well remember that 


diſcourſing with the late Sir Conyers Focelyn 
about Mr. Baxter and Dr. Watts, he pleaſantly 


but very truly obſerved, nearly in theſe words, 


that © the latter went to heaven on a bed of 


« down in compariſon of the former.” Such 
was the diſtinguiſhing privilege with which 
this holy man was favoured, not only to his 
own great comfort, but to the great benefit of 
the church and world, who might, had his 
feeble frame been hunted down by perſecution, 


3 Eng or 


A 77 a, — 
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or locked up in a damp ſuffocating priſon, been 
deprived in a great meaſure of his numerous 
uſeful writings. Dr. Groſvenor obſerves in an 
excellent ſermon of his upon he Name Feſus as 
given to our bleſſed Lord (Mat. i. * that 
« others have been called Saviours in Faining 
« a victory, for delivering cities and kingdoms 


ce from ſlavery and miſery. So it is ſaid 


* (Judg. iii. 9. 15.) that God raiſed up ſavi- 
« ours to his people Hael King William, adds 


« he, our glorious deliverer, may be called a 


« ſaviour in ſuch a ſenſe, when he came over 
ce tous, bringing one ſalvation along with him, 
« and propagating many, many future ſalva- 
* tions for us and our poſterity wrapt up in 
ce that moſt invaluable bleſſing the Proteſtant 
&« Succeffion, which has now ſo happily and 
% wonderfully taken place. The whole nation 
« was then under deep impreſſions. We felt 
« a great deal, but ſaw a great deal more 
« coming. The joy was exceſſive as the ap- 
e prehenfions before were dreadful. The mi- 
e ſery then ſtood near in full view, obvious to 
* every capacity. Now it is removed at about 
« 30 years diſtance it requires ſomething of 


good ſenſe, memory, and gratitude to be af- 


« fected by it, and theſe do not abound in our 


world. When God turned the captivity of 


«-our Jacob, we were like men who dreamed, 
* and ſince that time ſome have fallen aſleep, 
* and others worſe, wakeful and watching for 


% miſchiefs_ to bring us back to the ſame an- 
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to die away from their remembrance, yet Dr. 


vated ſtrains of thankſgiving to God the au- 


copy of verſes in all his writings that may be denominatel 


tc guiſh which hung upon every ſoul.” But 
though others, according to Dr. Groſvenor's 
complaint, might ſuffer the wonderful deliver- 
ance God wrought at the time by King William, 
and the long train of bleflings ſecured undet 
providence by that happy event to fade, if not 


Watts was by no means of the number of thoſe 
who forgot the mighty acts of the Lord, but on | 
every occaſion gratefully and piouſly records 
them. He drew up an hymn of praiſe for the 
marvellous ſalvation by King William Nov. 5, 
1695 „ in which there appear at once the ele- 


thor, and of honour to the glorious inſtrument 
of the truly marvellous mercy. He publiſhed 
an animated Poem in anſwer to an infamous 
Satire called Advice to à painter written by a 
nameleſs author againſt King William, in which 
he gives a looſe to his generous reſentment, 
diſplays the hero's merits, and crowns him with 


the nobleſt praiſes f. On the deceaſe of the il | 
King he compoſed a very honourable epitaph ; 


* See his Lyric Poems, B. 1. 
+ What renders this poem of the Doctor's in vindication 0 
of King William the more remarkable is that it is the only cc 


a ſatire. As if no perſonal offence he might receive, 0 : 
any occaſion leſs than that of diſpelling the vileſt reproact of 
and calumny caſt upon the moſt illuſtrious benefactor of MF __ 
mankind, and executing a juſt vengeance upon an exe- 
crable malefactor who had done the wickedneſs could rouſe 
him to poetic indignation and puniſhment, - 


upon 
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upon him, in which he celebrates his eminent 
virtues in the ſweeteſt melody and ſincereſt ſor- 


row I. While Queen Ann trod in the ſteps of 


her worthy predeceſſors Villiam and Mary, the 
Doctor addreſſed a poem to her full of grateful 
honour in which he forgets not the praiſes 
of our glorious deliverer d. He expreſsly ap- 
plies 75th Pſalm, which he entitles Power and 
deliverance from God alone to the glorious revo- 
lution by King William, or the happy acceſſion 
of King George to the throne. Some time after 
Queen Ann's deceaſe he inſerted in a new edi- 


tion of his Lyric Poems a beautiful ode in ho- 


nour of King George 1. and, when that great 
prince died, he preached a ſermon on the oc- 
caſion in which he largely delineates his royal 
excellencies, not without a recital of our obli- 
gations to King William for the ſettlement of 
the crown in the houſe of Hanover. © Let us 


© recolle&, ſays he, with pleaſure the mercy. 


* of God who inſpired his predeceſſor King 
« I/illam of glorious memory to lay the foun- 
* dation of the Proleſtant Succeſſion to the 
crown of theſe kingdoms. Then he pre- 
« pared an healing balm for the wound which 
vie received at the death of our late ſovereign, 
* and made an happy proviſion againſt a thou- 
* ſand diſtant dangers.” And on the corona- 
tion of George II. the Doctor wrote a long ode 


2 2 


12 : * 


See his Lyric Poems, B. 3. 
$ See his Lyric Poems, B. 2. 
full 
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mated with the fires, and enriched with the 


flower upon. the grave of King William as if he 
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full of the moſt loyal and devout wiſhes, ani- 


beauties of the fineſt poetry, though he was 
then between 50 and 60 years of age, as if the 
Joyful event had awakened his muſe to all her 
former vigour, and enabled her toſoar to heights 
which were ſcarce exceeded by her in her 
younger days. In the ode he ſcatters a freſh 


ſhould not be unremembered on any occaſion 
in which he could with any propriety introduce 
his name and praiſes. The following ſtanzas 
conclude the poem. : FEE 


Come light divine, and grace unknown, 
Come, aid the labours of the throne ; 
Let Britain's golden ages run 

In circles laſting as the ſun; 


Bid ſome bright legions from the ſky 

Aſſiſt the glad ſolemnity. 

Ve hoſts, that wait on fav'rite kings, 

Wave your broad ſwords, and clap your wings, 


Then rife and to your realms convey 
The glorious tidings of the day : 

| Great William ſhall rejoice to know 
That George the Second rules below. 


Thus did the Doctor retain and cheriſh upon 
his mind, and at all proper opportunities ex- 
preſs a lively ſenſe of the wonderful ſalvation 
by King William, and its conſequent bleſſings i in 
the acceſſion of he houſe of Hanover to the 
throne of theſe kingdoms ; bleſſings which the 
good man to his ineffable comfort enjoyed 

| | without 
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without interruption through a: long day of 
life. May the glories of that illuſtrious family 
and the civil and facred liberties of Great Bri- 
tain be ever mingled, ever ſhine together, and 
be perpetuated with increaſing, ſtrength and 
ſplendor till ſun and moon ſhall be no more! 


© H AP. v. 
Tir Charatt er as a Chriftian and Miniſter. | 


HOUGH the Doctor cultivated every 
kind of learning, and perhaps was the 


moſt univerſal ſcholar of his age, and though 


he poſſeſſed extraordinary abilities as a poet, 
yet not entertainment but benefit, and that in 
the moſt ſacred and direct ſenſe, to the church 
and world evidently appeared to be the end 
which he kept conſtantly in view. The far 
greater part of his works is theological, and de- 
voted to the moſt important and uſeful ſubjects. 
Children in early age had no ſmall ſhare of his 
endeavours for their good, as his /ongs and cate- 


chiſms for their particular ſervice in the moſt eaſy 


and condeſcending language abundantly ſhow. 
His Muſe was generally employed upon di- 
vine themes, and was very rarely permitted to 


depart from the Ewe of the Lord , and 
even 


2 —— 
——_— 


+ For the truth of what I here aſſert I might make my 
appeal to his Eſalns, Hymns, Songs for Children, his M/ 
K cellanres, 
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even though ſhe was thus piouſly engaged yet 


if ſhe e to ſeize more time than he could 
well 


4 1 2 5 


= 1 _ U 


cellanies, and by far the greater number of his Lyric Poems. 
I grant indeed that there is a poem of his upon the Counteſs 


of Sunderland, though not publiſhed in his Works, which 


cannot be called a Religious Ode, or be ſaid to contain any 
precept of virtue, but the occaſion and circumſtances of it 
are its ſufficient apology. We ſhall give the Doctor's own 
account of his writing it in a letter to a friend, and then 
the poem itſelf, | 
| To Amyntas. f 

| Perhaps you were not a little ſurpriſed, my friend, when 
you ſaw ſome ſtanzas on the Lady Sunderland at T wnbriage 
Wells, and were told that I wrote them, but when I give 


you a full account of the occaſion your wonder will quick- 


ly ceaſe. 
The Duke of Marlborough's three daughters, namely, the 
Lady Godolphin, the Lady Sunderland, and the Lady Bridge- 


d 2vater had been at the Wells ſome time when I came there, 
nor had T the honour of any more acquaintance with any 


of them than what was common to all the company in the 
Wells, that'is to be told who they were when they, paſt by. 
A few days afterwards they left that place, and the next 
morning there was found a copy of verſes in the Fe- houſe 
called the three Shining Siſters, but, the author being un- 
known, ſome perſons were ready to attribute them to me, 
4nowing that I had heretofore dealt in rhime. I confeſs ] 


was aſhamed of ſeveral lines in that copy. Some were very | 


dull, and others, as I ern ie bordered upon prophane- 
neſs. | 

That afternoon L rode aus: as uſual for my health, 
ad it came into my head to let my friends ſee that, if 1 
would chooſe ſuch a theme, I would write in another man- 
ner than that nameleſs author had done. Accordingly as 
J was on horſeback I began a ſtanza on the Three Shining 


Ser, but my ideas, my rhime, and metre would not hit 
well, 


Ta 


chen 
riage 
give 
ück- 


„the 
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here, 
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next 
- houſe 
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well, 


and the real truth. 


well ſpare from 1 ſtudies 4 ad as a 


| miniſter of Chriſt ſhe was choked and confined 


within 


ah * _—_——_— 
2 
— 


* 


well, while the words ran in the plural number, and this 
flight occurrence was the feal occaſion of turning my 


thoughts to the ſingular, and then; becauſe the Lady Sun- 


derland was accounted much the fineſt woman of the three 
J addreſſed the verſes to her name. Afterwards when I 
came to the coffee-houſe I entertained ſome of my friends 


with theſe lines, and they, imagining it would be no diſ- 
agrecable thing to the company, perſuaded me to permit 
them to paſs through the preſs. This is the whole ſtory, 
" | 
| Ar OW to the Lay Sunderland, 1712. 
72 Ba 
Fair nymph, aſcend 4 to Beauty's throne, 
And rule that radiant world alone 
Let favourites take thy lower ſphere ; 
Not monarchs are thy rivals here *. 
IT. 
The court of Beauty built ſublime 
Defſies all pow'rs but heav'n and time; | 
Envy, that clouds the heto's cy, , 
Aims but i in vain her ſhafts ſo high. 
Not Blenbeim's field, nor Ihe? s flood, 
Nor ſtandards dy'd in Gallic blood, 
Torn from the foe, add nobler grace 
To Churrbill's houſe than Spen/er's aces 
| . 
The warlike thunder of his arme 
Is leſs commanding than her charms ; 
His lightning ſtrikes with leſs ſurpriſe 
Than ſudden glances from her eyes. 


| 


* Lady Sunderland had been removed from, her place at court by 


Queen Anne but a little before 
K 2 V. His 
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within her proper bounds. In the preface to 
his Lyric Poems the Doktor thus expreſſes him- 
felf: © *Tis one of the biggeſt ſatisfactions F 
ce take in giving this volume to the world that 


wx expect to be for ever free from the tempta- 


cc tion of making or mending poems again. 
« Let minds which are better furniſhed” for 
ec ſuch performances purſue theſe ſtudies, if 
te they are convinced that poeſy can be made 
« ſerviceable to religion and virtue. As for 
myſelf, I almoſt bluſh to think that I have 
cc read ſo little, and written ſo much. The 
ec following years of my life ſhall be more en- 
ce tirely devoted to the immediate and direct 
« labours of my ſtation.” It is further ob- 
ſervable that in a ſeaſon of more confirmed 


* 


health the Doctor not content with his ſtated 


fervices on the Lord's day formed a ſociety of 
the younger members of his church for prayer 
and religious conference, to whom he delivered 
the ſubſtance of that excellent book which he 
afterwards publiſhed, under the title of A Guide 


© LEY -. 
* * F * "I WE IPs. * 


His captives feel their limbs confin d 
In iron; ſhe enſlaves the mind; 
We follow with a pleaſing pain, 
And bleſs the conqueror and the chain, . 
PE; - 
The Muſe, that dares in Adden th" — 
What paint and pencil never knew, 
Faints at her preſence in deſp air. 
And owns th" inimitable fair. 


— | 8 70 


Fu ——_— 


_ 


* 


Da. IS AAC WATTS. 135 
to Prayer: and how concerned he was to pro- 


mote religion among his people by his viſits to 
their families, as well as his publie miniſtra- 


tions, may be learned from what he ſays in his 


dedication of the firſt volume of his ſermons to 
them 1721. As faſt as my health increaſes 
c you may aſſure yourſelves it is devoted to 
ce your edification. It often grieves me to think 
« how poor, feeble, and ſhort my preſent labours 
cc are among you, and yet what days of faint- 
te neſs I generally feel after every ſuch attempt. 


« ſo that I am continually prevented in my 


ce deſign of ſucceſſive viſits to you by the want 
«of: active ſpirits while I tarry in the city, and 
ce if I attempt to ſtay but a week or ten days 
ce there I find a ſenſible return of weakneſs, ſo 
te that J am conſtrained to return to the coun- 
ce try air to recruit and maintain this little ca- 
<« pacity of ſervice. I bleſs God heartily, and 
« you are my witneſſes that, in my better ſea- 
ce ſons of health heretofore and in the intervals 
« of my ſtudies, I was not a ſtranger to your 
<« private families, nor thoughtleſs of your 
ce ſouls improvement.“ 1 might venture alſo 
to add that it is beyond conjecture that not only 
from a delight to oblige particular perſons, 
but from an hope of doing public ſervice, he 
wrote ſo many recommendatory prefaces as he 
did, being ready to lend the aſſiſtance of his 
name to give a wider diffuſion to pious and uſe- 


ful compoſitions than they would in all proba- 


TIE bility 
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bility have obtained without it T. And let it 
be remembered to his honour as a true and 
faithful ſervant and follower of his Lord that 
he a embraced the e which 


————— 


— 


1 It may be . difficult to collect all the inſtances 
of the Dector's recommendations of the works of others, 
The following may be enumerated. 

Preface to the Life of the Rev. Mr. Thomas Halyburton. 

—— to the Rev. Mr. Bourne” 8 volume of Prayers 1 


families. 


to the Rev. Mr. Fobn Reynolds eee 


Reconciliation between God and man. 


to the Rev. Mr. 25 Femings' $ Ciſcourſes on 
Preaching Chriſt. 

— to an &bridamdaa of the Rev. Dr. Cotton * 
6b s Life by Dr. David Jennings. 

to the Rev. Mr. Jonathan Edæwardi's Nas 
of the numerous converſions in New England 1734, 1735. 
to the Rev. Dr. Samuel Clarke's of St. Albans 
Collection of ſeripture promiſes. 

to the remains of the Leun Mr. Juin Maſon of 


Is ater Stratford. And 
to the Rev. Mr. Steele s Religious Trad: nan. Of 


this book the late Mr. Benjamin Forfitt, the honoured 


founder under God of The ſociety for giving Bibles, Tefth: 
ments, and other god books to the poor, made a reviſal, 
and then deſired me to apply to Dr. Watts for his re- 
commendation of it to the world. I complied with his 


| requeſt, and, the De&er being too feeble, it being the ſame 


year in which he died, to draw yp a preface ' himſelf, he 
deſired me to do it, which I accordingly did, and he ſigned 
it, and then bid me do the ſame, The book was after- 
wards printed, and is now diſtributed by the book-ſociety, 

with only the Doctor's name to the Preface, as I gave Mr. 
Forfitt leave to ſuppreſs my own. This particular in 
ſtance of the Doctor's recommendation of the writings of 
others with its circumſtances ſhews how deſirous he was of 
doin g good, 


Pro 


Providence threw in his way Xx crying to do 
good to particular perſons by profitable and 
pious converſes with them, of which I will 
mention the following examples. A gentle- 


woman now diving, and who is an ornament to 


her ſex, told me that in younger life ſhe was 
on a viſit at Lady Abney's, that ſhe was taken 
ſomewhat ill, and was left in the houſe (the reſt 


of the family being gone abroad) with only the 


Door, that the good man improved the occa- 
ſion to enter into diſcourſe with her, and give 
her moſt excellent advices, of which ſhe has a 
pleaſing remembrance to the preſent day. 


Another inſtance of the ſame kind has been 
communicated to me by my eſteemed. friend 


and brother the Rev. Mr. Kingſbury of South- 
ampton, as he received it from the mouth of the 
ſon-in-law (now living) of the perſon. © Mr, 
Richard Ellcock was a ſeryants in old Mr. 
« Watts's family. Dr. Watts going to London 


* after the laſt time of his viſiting his father 


« at Southampton, Richard Ellcock was ordered 
<«« to go with him a day's journey. The Doc- 
« tor entered into ſerious diſcourſe with him, 
« which made a deep ind laſting impreſſion on 
ce his heart, and was the mean of his ſound 
c and ſaving converſion. After the Doctor 
c came to 5 he wrote to his father re- 
«© commending the ſervant to his particular 
© regard, for that he doubted not he would 
oc m an eminent chriſtian, and ſo he lived 


and died, leaving an honourable character 


K 4 cc {or 
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< for piety and uprightneſs behind him. This 
ce 18 atteſted by many.” | 
Thoſe prime and radical conſtituents of A 
truly good character, truti and fincerity, were 
very conſpicuous in the Doctor. I never ob- 
ſerved him in any of his converſes in the leaſt 
degree affect to conceal or diſguiſe any ſenti- 
mental differences in religion between himſelf 
and others, but on the other hand he appeared 
quite open and free to a declaration whenever 
an occaſion offered. If there was any thing 
which he took notice of in his friends not quite 
ſo proper or prudent in his judgment he took 
he liberty of ſignifying it to them. He might 
afely truſted, and his appearances and pro- 
miſes were I am perſuaded in perfect uniſon 
with his very ſoul. He purſued the line of 
duty, or, according to the ſcripture expreſſions, 
ran the race that was ſet before him“ unin- 
fluenced by emoluments or applauſes on the 
one hand, or by oppoſition or cenſure on the 
other. There was nothing in him that could 
be ſtyled art or deſign. His ſoul appeared to 
have no plaits nor foldings 1 in it, but expanded 
itſelf in an open broad view at once, or, to 
adopt another metaphor, his mind was a clear 
tranſparent ſtream, whoſe inmoſt depth was 
obvious to all, and in which lay not weeds and 
dirt, but treaſures richer than thoſe of Packolus, 
Whoſe waters glided over beds of goid. In fine, 


* Heb. xii. 1. 
I make 
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I make no doubt bur that upon the beſt grounds 
he could apply to himſelf the words of St. Paul 


and fay, For our rejoicing is this that in 
« ſimplicity and godly ſincerity, not with fleſh- 
ce ly wiſdom, but by the grace of God we have 
ce had our converſatjon in the world “.“ 

He never diſcovered in his behaviour or con- 
verſation any thing like an high opinion of 
himſelf. He by no means treated his inferiors 
with diſdain; there was nothing overbearing 
and dogmatical in his diſcourſe. His aſpect, 
motion, and manner of ſpeech betrayed no 
conſciouſneſs of his ſuperior abilities. On the 
other hand Dr. Fennings, who was long and in- 
timately acquainted with him, in his funeral 
diſcourſe, bears this honourable teſtimony to 
his humility. © It was like a deep ſhade, ſays 


he, if I may ſo expreſs it, that ſet off his 


« other graces and virtues, and made them 
« ſhine with a brighter luſtre: and as this 


« grace had a mighty influence on his heart 
te and temper, ſo it had no little effect in form- 


* ing his ſentiments, for he never thought he 
e could be laid too low as a creature or a ſin- 
te ner that he might do honour to the perfec- 
e tions and grace of God, and hence in a great 


* meaſure aroſe that high eſteem which he had 


* for the Chriſtian diſpenſation, which is ſo 


* apparently calculated to exalt God and 
* humble man. Nor was his humility leſs 
a 1 2 Cor. I. Ia 
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e conſpicuous in his outward carriage toward 
ce others. Hence flowed that condeſcenſion 
tc and goodneſs, that humanity and kindnek 
«. which could not but endear him to all who 
“ had the pleaſure of converſing with him, and 
ce which rendered him venerable in a much 
« higher degree than all the honours he re- 
« ceived from the world. In ſhort, his de- 
cc ſcription of this grace, which he has ſo beauti- 
« fully exemplifed in the character of St. Paul? 
tc ſeems to be but a tranſcript of his own heart 
ce and life,” Great as his abilities were as 2 
poet, and extraordinary as the acceptance of 
his works was in the world, he ſpeaks concern- 
ng his compoſitions in verſè in the humbleſt 
language. I make no pretences, ſays he, to 
the name of a poet, or a polite writer in an 
' age wherein ſo many fuperior loi ſhine in 
ce their works through the nation.” He then 
mentions with diſtinguiſhed honour Mr. Pope's 
paſtoral entitled the Meſſiah, Dr. Young's pars. 
phraſe on part of the book of Job, and An 
Rowe's Epiſtles from the dead to the living 
and her Letters moral and entertaining, and 
acknowledges his inferiority to them all F. 

In a letter which he wrote to the author d 
the Gentleman's Magazine, when his deciſion 
was requeſted upon the merits of ſeveral prize 
ou on the ore of Clan which had 
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been Cabin” to his judgment, the Dotlor | 
thus modeſtly expreſſes himſelf, | 


te Sir, a | Newington, Dec. 26, 1734. 


« Though 1 have ſported with rhyme as an 
« amuſement in younger life, and publiſhed v 
« ſome religious compoſures to aſſiſt the wor- 
« ſhip, of God, yet I never ſet myſelf up 3 
« among the numerous competitors for a poet | 5 
ce of the age, much leſs have I preſumed to =_ 
become their judge. *Tis too great an ho- 1 
tc nour, Sir, you have done me to place me in : 
e that ſituation, when I find myſelf ſo utterly 
te unfit to execute ſuch an office, and if I had 
« ever been blefſed with a capacity of this 
te kind, yet there is a certain limit and period 
« to all mortal powers. The gay colours of 
e imagery, and the ſprightly reliſh of verſe die 
te away, and vaniſh in my advancing age *, 
© for I have almoſt left off to read or write 
te what was once ſo engaging. One ought to 
te preſerve a quick ſenſe of beauties and ble- 
te miſhes, and an elegant taſte of ſentiment 
e and language in order to paſs a judgment on 
* the labours of the muſes. : 
I acknowledge your civility, Sir, and the 
te reſpect of the gentlemen, who have done me 
* this honour. I wiſh in return I could ad- 
judge the prizes to every one of them, for all 
ee have their peculiar merit.” The Do#or 
then proceeds to 5 6e his opinion of the 3 
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pieces, the recital of which would be foreign 
to our purpoſe, as the only reaſon why we have 


quoted the letter is to ſhow his low opinion of 


himſelf as a poet, while he deſervedly ſtood, 
and ſtill ſtands fo high in that character in the 
opinion of the world. 

He appeared to be nobly avaricious of | his 
time, and ever watchful to improve it, ſuffer- 
ing none of its ſands to run down in vain. It 


is not unlikely but many of his pieces were the 


products of his thoughts while he was walking 
or riding. The poem called A Sight of Heaven in 
Sickneſs, he informed me was made on horſeback, 


and I remember his telling me that had he 


« enjoyed the advantages in his younger years 
ce of ſuch a ſituation as that of Lady Abney's ſeat 
<« at Stoke Newington (intending no doubt the 
« ſpacious and delightful gardens and walks 
« belonging to it which would have been moſt 
ce propitious to his Muſe) where he had com- 
*© poſed one Pine of poetry, he ſhould yy 
ce written ten.“ 

I am perſuaded no perſon hs lived to fo 
great an age had fewer waſte moments to ac- 
count for 0 the Doctor. In his ſtudy, his 
delightful receſs, his terreſtrial paradiſe, he 
was always enlarging his ſtores of knowledge, 


or preparing them for a communication to the 
, world. | His converſation was ſuch as in all re- 


ſpects became the man of wiſdom, the man of 
God. His obſervations on others were deep 
and penetrating, and it is probable their ex- 
cellencies or defects furniſhed him with hints 
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for ſeveral papers in his Miſcellanies in which 
the different GharaQers of mankind are deli- 


neated, but ſo as to guard againſt any perſonal 


offence in a fingle inſtance. When he went 
abroad among the ſcenes of rural verdure, 
beauty, and fruitfulneſs, like the bee in its in- 
duſtrious ranges for celeſtial ſweets, he was ſo- 
licitous .to gather freſh food for heavenly con- 


templation, or freſh materials and ornaments - 
for future compoſitions. The paſtures covered 
with flocks and herds, the fields waving with 
| the ripefiing harveſts, © the groves reſounding 


with the melody of the birds enlivened his 
praiſes, and he ſaw, heard, and confeſſed his 
God in all. The ſkies by day ſtruck his foul 
with admiration of the immenſe power, wiſ- 
dom, and goodneſs of their divine Author, the 
moon, and ſtarry train by night increaſed his 
conceptions of Deity, and in the open manu- 
ſcript of God, the wide extended heavens, he 
read the letters of his great and wonderful 
name with profound homage and veneration. 
All that met his eye or ear was laid, as it were, 


under a perpetual tribute to yield him improve- 


ment, and conſecrate and enrich his moments 
of leiſure and neceſſary ceſſation from his ſtu- 
dies; and in ſhort, nature was only a ſcale to 


his devout ſoul by which to aſcend to the, 


knowledge and adoration of God “. 
55 . When 
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That what is here ſaid concerning the Doctor has the 


ſupport of truth I might produce in evidence what his 
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When he appeared in the pulpit he had 4 
very reſpectable and ſerious auditory. Though 


he had Arte or no action yet there: was ſuch a 
171 6 N rich 
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fiſter Mrs. Brack/tone herſelf told me of his 3 
while he was at his father's to lead the then young family, 
of which he was the eldeſt born, into a knowledge of the 
wonderful works of God; my own obſervations of his man 
fer of life for ſeveral years, and above all thoſe of Mt, 
Parker his Amanuenfis for more than 20, and thoſe of Men. 
Abney for near 40 years; and I might ſtrengthen tlie telli- 
monies to his diligence in improving the various ſcenes of 
creatian by an appeal to his Lyric Poems, his Mz/cellanies i 
proſe and werſe, and even his Songs for children, ſeveral of 
whoſe themes are taken from the common appearances of 
nature, but I ſhall make no citations of this kind as the 
truth is obvious to all who read them, and as 1 ſhould 
quote, if I would make a collection of all his poetns on 
theſe ſubjects, a great part of his poetical compoſure. 
But let me be permitted to adorn my page with an extra 
from that very fine ode which makes a part of the firſt num- 
ber of his M. /cellanies, in which he gives honour to Gol 
the aps in the following almoſt inimitable a 


My God, T love, and I adore; 

But faints who love would know thee more: 
"Wilt thou for ever hide, and ſtand | 
Behind the labours of thine hand? TRIES 

Thy hand unſeen ſuſtains the poles _ _ _ 

On which this huge con rolls: 

The ftarry arch proclaims thy pow 'r 
Thy pencil glows in ev'ry flow'r; 

In thouſand ſhapes and colours rife 

= painted wonders to our eyes; 

While beaſts and birds with lab'ring throats 

Teach us a God in thouſand notes. 

The meaneſt pin in nature's frame 


Marks out ſome letter of thy name: 
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rich vein of good ſenſe and profitable jnſttuc= 
tion, there were ſuch propriety, eaſe, afiU-beau- 


| ty in his language, ſuch a freedom and at the 
ſame time correctneſs in his pronunciation, ac- 
companied with an unaffected ſolemzity in the 


delivery of the moſt ſacred and momentous 


truths that his miniſtry. was much attend- 
ed, and he had a conſiderable church, and 
crowded congregation. His preparations for 
the pulpit were only the heads and particulars 
of his diſcourſes and ſome few hints under 
them, ſo that he preached partly from his 
notes, and partly without them *. Dr. Jen: 


nings thus expreſſes himſelf in his repreſenta+ 


tion of him as a preacher. It is no wonder, 
« ſays he, that a man thus richly furniſhed with 
gifts and graces, was an admired preacher, 
Though his ſtature was low and his bodily 
3; proc but weak, yet his preaching was 
e weighty⸗ and panel. There were a cer- 

pect in his very aſpect 
ce which commanded attention and awe; and 
hen he ſpoke, ſuch ſtrains of truly chriſtian 
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Where ſenſe can reach, or fancy rove, 
From hill to hill, from field to grove, - 
Acroſs the waves, around the ſky _ 
There's not a ſpot or deep or high, 
Where the Creator has not trod, 

And left the footſteps of a God. 


»I am well aſſured that he wrote more in his prepara- 
tions for the pulpit in younger life than he did in advanced 
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« eloquence flowed from his lips, and theſe ſo 


Ke apparently animated with zeal for God, and 


te the moſt tender concern for ſouls; and their 
c eyerlaſting ſalvation, as one would: think 


could not be eaſily flighted or reſiſted.“ It 


was remarkable that he gave himſelf and his 
hearers proper reſts at the end of his ſentences 


by no means throwing himſelf into any kind of 


hurry, or impetuous vehemence. He never 
ſeemed at a loſs for matter or expreſſion, and 


appeared to have a perpetual command of him- 


ſelf and his ſubje& +. In prayer it might 
perhaps be truly ſaid that he excelled himſelf, 
It was throughout an addreſs to Deity, not in 
florid expreſſions, not in long and involved 
ſentences, but in eaſy and unadorned language, 
and rather ſhort and weighty periods . There 
was an extent in his addreſſes to Deity, which 
comprehended every proper 1 and at en 
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T I once afked him whether} in his preaching he did not 
find himſelf ſometimes too much awed by his auditory! 


He told me that when ſuch a man, mentioning a gen- 


6e tleman of eminent abilities and learning, has come into 
the aſſembly, and taken his eye, that he has felt ſome- 
« thing like a momentary tremor upon him, but that he 
« recovered himſelf by remembering what God faid tothe 
«© prophet Jeremiah, chap. i. 7. Be not diſmayed at 
“their faces leſt J confound thee before them.“ 

© The Doctor informed me, he took pains with him- 


* ſelf in younger life to ſhorten his ſentences, and prevent 
«« a diffuſe and luxuriant ſtyle,“ and with what happy ſuc-Y 


ceſs his pulpit performances were a ſtriking ys 
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ſame time ſuch a brevity, though not ſo as to 


be diſagreeably or affectedly ſententious, in the 


repreſentation of each of them, that at the con- 
cluſion of his prayer an hearer might find him- 
ſelf at a loſs to conceive what more or leſs 


could have been ſaid. The like pauſes be- 
tween ſentence and ſentence were obſerved by 


him in prayer which he obſerved in preaching if 
they were not rather longer. I might ſpare 
myſelf ſaying that he was moſt 121005 in this 
part of ſacred worſhip. 

In his converſation, as he was far from diſ- 
covering any thing like an high opinion of 


| himſelf, ſo neither did he ſhow any thing like 


a diſpoſition to traduce or depreciate the cha- 
racters and abilities of others, but on the other 
hand he would ſpeak very honourably of per- 
ſons whom he thought deſerving praiſe *. He 


had his opponents, and ſuch as endeavoured to 
repreſent him in a diſadvantageous light, but I 


never obſerved that their treatment drew from 
him any unkind reflexions or cenſures in re- 
turn. I well remember, upon a publication 
of his ſome few years before his death, he was 


1 — I. * 
* i ** ts 


* As a further proof of his readineſs ho commend and 


not to cenſure, an appeal might be made to his writings, 


and particularly to the many poems of honour and friend- 


| ſlip f in his Horæ Lyrice, and his Mi/cellaneous T. houghts. 


It is alſo obſervable to the ſame purpoſe what encomi- 


ums he paſſes in his proſe compoſitions upon the WOrks of 


others. 
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attacked by one writer for going too W in- 
to one kind of theological ſentiments, and by 
another for verging to the contrary. The re- 


mark the good man made upon his peculiar 
fate was, © that moderator muſt expect to be 


As to foods and drinks he was very mode- 
rate and exemplary : he was ſo far from being 
in ſubjection to his appetites, or giving indul- 
gence to them in the leaſt degree imprudent 
or improper, that he was the very Sebrino he ſo 
finely deſcribes as a temperate man and a phi- 
loſopher, - who fed upon partridge and phea- 
te ſant, veniſon and ragouts, and every delicacy 
te in a growing underſtanding, and a Ferenc 


There was nothing in him which betrayed 1 a 
penurious temper, or any deſign and ,endea- 
vour co lay up treafures on earth. He was 
rich but it was in good works, ready to diftri- 
bute, willing to communicate. The goodnels 
of his heart diſcovered itfelf! in acts of liberality 
and munificence, and, „ I am credibly in- 
cc formed, fays Dr. Fennings, that from the 
cc tithe he was received into Sir Thomas  Abney's 
£ family he conſtantly devoted a chird part of 
“ his income to charitable uſes. am able 
to affirm that in his laſt decays, when he was 
incapable of public ſervice, he refuſed” to re- 
ceive his afual SUE, from the 
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church of which W. was paſtor, ſaying, ce that 
re as he could not preach, he had no title to 
c any ſalary. His refuſal was not accepted, 
indeed, as it ought not to have been, as the 
church owed its increaſe fo much to him, and 
as he had ſpent ſo great a part of his life in his 
miniſtry in it. But who can but admire this 
inſtance of his delicate ſenſe of honour, and his 
noble ſuperiority to the influence of worldly 
gain? It is but a juſt reſpect to Mr. Price, his 


colleague, to add that he ſtrenuouſly oppoſed 
and by no means would admit the Doctor's de- 
clining his income from the conſideration 'of _ 


the obligations the n at e lay 
under to him. 109 
He never Stakes hike . like a W 
zeal, or a narrow deciſive ſpirit, but cordially 
embraced all whom he eſteemed the genuine 
diſciples of his Lord, and no party names, nor 
variety of ſentiments in matters of doubtful 
diſputation, and different modes of worſhip 
could ſeparate him in affection from ſuch as he 
had reaſon to apprehend loved our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſtin ſincerity, - Accordingly he maintain- 
ed a free and friendly , correſpondence with 
Chriſtians of various denominations. Though 
he judged the principles of the Nonconformiftss 
moſt favourable to chriſtian liberty, and the 
rights of conſcience, and their forms of worſhip 
moſt agreeable to the ſimplicity of the goſpel, 
yet he had an high eſteem for the perſons and 
writings 1 many in the eſtabliſhed church, as 
. 1 many 
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many of them, both in higher and lower ſta. 

tions had for him, and his writings ; and ſome 
reverend perſonages of that communion pre- 
ſented him with their works, and accepted of 


his in return, on which as on other occaſions 


very ſerious and affectionate letters have Paſſed 
between them 4. - 

Nor ſhould the Do#or's grateful acknow- 
ledgments of the favours he received, or the 
ſervices which had been done him be paſſed in 
filence. The dedication of his piece entitled 


be art of reading and writing Engliſh to the 


three young daughters of Sir Thomas Abnty, 
thus expreſſes the lively ſenſe he had of his ob- 
ligations to his moſt generous benefactors, the 
worthy gentleman and lady, in whoſe houſe he 
reſided: My honoured young friends, when 
ce it pleaſed God to afford me the firſt degrees 
cc of releaſe from a long and tireſome weakneſs 
ce I thought myſelf bound to make my beſt 
« acknowledgments of that uncommon gene- 
cc roſity and kindneſs of your honoured parents 
« by which I was firſt invited into your fa- 
ce mily, and my health began to be reſtored. 
« Nor could J do any thing more grateful to 
« them, nor pleaſing to myſelf than offer my 
« aſſiſtance in ſome part of your education, 
ce while I was incapable of more public work. 
< began therefore wy the firſt 14 of 


— 


* 


t See the Letters from Tue correſpondents at the end of 


the volume. 
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learning, that I might have an opportunity 


to correct any leſſer miſtakes of your young- 
eſt years, and fo perfect your knowledge of 
our mother-tongue ; for this purpoſe, when 


I found no ſpelling-book ſufficient to anſwer 


my deſigns, E wrote many of theſe direc- 


tions; but my health was ſo imperfect that 
I was not able at that time to tranſcribe and 


finiſh this little book, which was deſigned 


for you. Thus it lay by neglected ſome 
years till a Charity-ſchool aroſe at Cheſhunt in 
Hertfordſhire, raiſed and ſupported by the 


diffuſive. goodneſs of your family in concert 
with the pious neighbourhood. Then was 


I requeſted, and even provoked to put the 


laſt hand to this work for the better inſtruc- 


tion of the children that were taught there, 


though I muſt confeſs it has grown up under 
my reviews of it to. a much larger ſize than I 
ever intended. But, ladies, I take the free- 


dom to make you my ſole patroneſſes in this 
affair, for I ſcarce know any thing elſe that 


can effectually defend me for laying out ſo 


many hours in theſe rudiments of learning, 
but a deſire to be uſeful in leſſer 8 
while I am cut off from greater, and the 


duty af gratitude to an excellent houſehold, 


where ſo many years of my affliction have 
been attended with ſo rich a variety of con- 
veniences and benefits; and now I aſk your 


leave to offer it to the public. May the va- 
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cc .Juable lives of Sir Thomas Abney and his ho- 
c houred Lady be prolonged as bleſſings to 
et the world, while the kindneſs they have 
« ſhown me is ſignally and plentifully te- 


c warded from heaven with bleſſings on all 


« your heads, and may the little ſhare F have 
« had in aſſiſting your education be improved 
ce by divine providence and grace to your 
« temporal and everlaſting welfare! So prays 
« your affectionate nitrate, and obliged 
ce humble ſervant, Isaac Warrs.—T/eobald's 
« in Herifordſbire, Fuly 31, 1720.” YA 
80 ardent and 1nextinguiſhable was his 
gratitude to Lady Abney and her family that 
he mingles his acknowledgements of the fa- 
vours he had received from them in his will, 
when he mentions © the generous and tender 
« care ſhown him by her Ladyſhip, and her 
« family in his long illneſs many years ago 
«© when he was capable of no ſervice, and 
ec alſo her eminent friendſhip and goodneſs 
“e during his continuance in the fawily ever 
Anne, | 


The ſame ſoul which glowed with gratitude 
was alio erninent for its Miendftrip. Accord- 
ingly the Dockor, who thus acknowledges his 
obligations to Lady Abney in one part af His 
will, in another paſſage thus expreſſes his 
fraternal love and honour: to the Reb. Mr. 
Samuel Price, who had been aſſiſtant to him 


ten years, and. ai en his co-paſtor -thirty- 
five. 
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five f. He ſtyles him ec his faithful friend and 
cc companion in the labours of the miniſtry,” 
and mentions a legacy which he leaves him ““ as 
«© only a ſmall teſtimony of his oreat affection 
« for him, on account of his rden of love 
* during the many harmonious years of their 
« fellowſhip i in the work of the goſpel. 8 And 
herein” he only gave a teſtimony in death to 
that eſteem and affection he had profeſſed to- 
wards him in the dedication, dated Feb. 21, 


6 +27 gh Ft * A La 


+ Mr. Rea was a native of Wales, od e e, his 


education under the Rev. Mr. Timothy Follie, tutor of an 


academy for the training up young men for- the miniſtry at 
Aitercliffnear Shefficld in Yorkfoire. He was a man of exem- 
plary probity and virtue, of found and ſolid ſenſe, ajudici- 


ous and uſeful preacher, and eminent for his gift in prayer. 


He was very ſagacious, very able, faithful, and ready to 
adviſe, and communicate his mind in ſerviceable hints 
and cautions to his friends. I am well perſuaded he laid 


| himſelf out in doing good, and delighted in it. His 
publications are not very numerous: what I recolle& were 


a charge at the ordination of the Rev. Mr. John Angus at 
Biſhops-Stortford, a ſermon on the death of Lady Mary 
Abney, and nine "diſcourſes in the Berry-freet Sermons. 
He has a tomb-ſtone erected to his memory in Bunbill- 


fields, not far from tñe Doctor's, with the following in- 


ſcription: <* Here lies the body of the Rev. Mr. Samuel 
* Price, who ſerved with the truly reverend and excellent 
Dr. Watts in the Goſpel under the characters of his aſ- 
„ ſiſtant and co-paſtor forty-five years, to whoſe unin- 
„ terrupted ' goodneſs ani candour. he has been highly 
** obliged ſo great a part of his life. He died in hope of 
© being together for ever with the Lord the twenty-firſt 
of {priÞ 1756.” Theſe modeſt lines, fo full of reſpect 
to the Doctor, Mr. Price directed in his will ſhould be writ- 


ten on his tomb- ſtone, which he deſired might be erected as 


n 
near as Poſſible to that of his honoured colleague. 
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1720-1, to his people of his Sermons on va- 
rious ſubjects divine and moral, where he ſays, 
« that he could not conceal his joy that his 
« kind and faithful companion in the ſervice 
cc of their ſouls practiſes his miniſtry with the 
ce ſame views and deſigns (namely, the glory 
Es ce of God; and the good of ſouls) and that 
te he had been ſenſibly owned and aſſiſted of 
« God to ſupport and build up the church 
« during his long confinement. His labours 
e (adds the Doctor) both for you and for me 

« ſhall ever endear him both to you and me.” 
The ſame dedication furniſhes another proof 
of the deep ſenſe of love and friendſhip, which 
poſſeſſed the Doctor's heart, for he thus writes 
to his church.“ Tis in the ſervice of your 
« ſouls I have ſpent the beſt period of my 
re life miniſtering the goſpel among you. Two 
« and twenty years are now expired ſince you 
«firſt called me to this delightful work, and 
« from that time my cares and labours, my 
« ſtudies and prayers have been employed 
« on your behalf. I truſt they have been ac- 
« cepted with God, and, through his Al- 

« mighty bleſſing, have obtained ſome ſucceſs. 
« As to their acceptance with you I have tog 
« many and. plain evidences to admit a doubt 

« of it, which I have often thankfully acknow- 

« ledged to God and you. Your forward kind- 
ce neſs hath always forbid my requeſts, nor do 
« ] remember that you ever gave me leave ta 
WO « aſk any thing at your hands by your cone 
FY |. A ſtant 
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ec ſtant anticipation of all which I could rea- 
ee ſonably deſire. While I was thus walk- 
ce ing with you in the fellowſhip of the 
ce goſpel with mutual delight God was pleaſ- 
« ed to weaken my ſtrength in the way, and 
ce thereby has given you a fairer opportu- 
ce nity to ſhow the vigour of your affection 
« under my long weakneſs and confinement. 


« Your diligence and zeal in maintaining 
ce public worſhip in the church under the paſ- 


« toral care of my dear brother and colleague, 
« your ſpecial days and hours of prayer for 
ce my recovery, your conſtant and fervent ad- 
« dreſſes to the throne of grace on my account 
« in your weekly ſolemn aſſemblies, and your 


« cheerful ſupplies of my neceſſities under ſa 


« tedious an affliction, have made me your 
« debtor in an high degree, and have ſtrength- 
« ened the bands of my duty by adding to 
« them the bands of your love.” And pre- 
ſently after, * I think I can pronounce it with 
great ſincerity that there is no place, nor 
** company, nor employment on this ſide hea- 


ee yen that can give me ſuch a reliſh of de- 


light, as when I ſtand miniſtering in holy 

things to you.” 
In his common converſation the Doctor never. 
appeared to be at any loſs for thought or ex- 
preſſion. Indeed no perſon with whom I was 
ever acquainted ſpoke with more eaſe, readi- 
neſs, and elegance than he did, and, as his 
diſcourſe flowed like a clear full ſtream from 
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154 MEMOIRS OFT 
an inexhauſtible fountain, ſo it was very inſtruc- 
tive and entertaining. I have been at ſome 
pains to collect ſome proofs of this kind, the 
much greater part of which are Nang from the 
8 Kegler of my own memory. wo 

„ [look upon the apoſtle 7 Paul and Cicero to 
4" 2 be the greateſt geniuſes that ever appeared 
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& divine. — The greateſt preachers in my 
i & younger time were Mr. John Howe, and 
| e Mr. Thomas Gorge, whoſe (that is Mr. 
5 © Goure's) ſtrength Ny in the illuſtration of 
« ſcripture f. Mr. Stennet (the Rev. Mr. 
6e Tojeps 


— 
— 


BY! | 

i * « in our world. Dr. Owen excelled as an ex- 
. 

. 6e perimental, and Mr. Baxter as a practical 
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+ Accordingly we find both theſe miniſters eminently 
diſtinguiſhed by the Doctor in his Lyric Poems, How exqui- 
fitely fine is that compliment paid Mr, Howe in his ode to 

him! 

Great Man, permit the muſe to climb, 

And ſeat her at thy feet, &c. 


importing that the muſe, after ſhe had mounted: and ſoared 
to the higheſt pitch her wings could elevate her, could 
aſcend no higher than to fit at his feet. The cloſi ung 1 Jines 
in his elegy on Mr. Gouge contain alſo an encomium 
of the firſt magnitude upon My. Howe, where, in the rap- 
ture of his muſe, and the height of his . and eſteem, 
7 the Doctor ſays 
| HOWE is a great and Runte name; 
| | Amidſt the crowd he ſtands alone; 
. | He ftands, but with his Oy pinions on, 
. f P Pref? for the flight and ready to be gone. 
1 Eternal Gan command his ſtay, 
Stretch the dear months of his delay, 
O we could wiſh his age was one immortal day! 
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et Joſeph Stennett grandfather of the preſent 
« truly amiable Dr. Samuel Stennett) was in his 
te preaching like a filyer ſtream which run 
ce along without buſh or ſtones to interrupt it.— 


« What a change did Mr. Eames * experience? 


« But a few hours between his lecturing to 
ce his pupils, and his hearing the lectures of 
« angels. If in your preachiug (to a young 
« miniſter) you perceive you make a miſtake, 
« don't go back to rectify it. Many of the 


« congregation may not notice it, and they 


* * 


But when the flaming chariot's come, 
And ſhining guards, t'attend the prophet Domes 
Amidſt a thouſand weeping eyes, 
Send an Eliſba down a ſoul of equal ſize, 
Or burn this worthleſs globe, and take us to the ſkies. 


As to Mr. Gouge he has honoured him with a long and 


noble elegy. Concerning whom it may be proper to ob- 
ſerve that he was not the Thomas Gouge ejected from St. 
Sepulchre's, London, by the act of uniformity 1660, and 
whoſe funeral ſermon was preached by Dr. afterwards 
Archbiſhop Tillotſon ſo far back as Now. 1681, but another 
miniſter who was paſtor of a church of preteſtant diſſenters 
meeting near the Three Cranes Thames ſtreet, London, and 
who was ſucceeded by Dr. Thomas Ridgley. The Rev. Mr. 
John Neſbitt preached and printed a ſermon on his de- 
ccaſe which happened Jan. 8, 1699 1700, in which he gives 
him 2 very great character, quite harmonious with that 
which the Doctor has drawn of him in his verſes to his 
memory. L 


* Mr. John Eames F. R. 8. He was for ſeveral years 
at the head of a flouriſhing academy among the proefant 
diſſenters in London, where he taught divinity, oriental 


languages, philoſophy, &c. He was a very learned man, 


and died ſuddenly June 29, 1744. 
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156 ME MOIRS OF | 
0 who do vill excuſe it, but if you try to amend 
ce it you expoſe it to the obſervation of all. 


I could wiſh young miniſters in the coun- 


ce try might be allowed by their people to read 
ce a part of Mr. Henry's expoſition of the Bi- 
«« ble, or repeat a ſermon from ſome good 
ce author one part of the Lord's day, as it is 
te certainly too much for them to compoſe 


* two ſermons a week ſo early in life. One 


<« of the darkeſt myſteries in Providence is that 
« God ſhould ſuffer aworthleſs and wicked man 


cc to have the abſolute dominion overs nations 


« of mankind, Never mind ſpoiling a well- 
% turned period if you may but have the hope 
ce of reaching a conſcience. Poliſhed and 


. * harmonious language is oftentimes like oil 


« flowing ſmoothly over marble which leaves 


ce no traces behind it f. — Poor mankind are 


ce like feeble riders ſet on wild horſes. —The 
«© multitude go in a track, 20 qua eundum eſt, 
« ſed qua itur, not where they ſhould go, but 
© where others go,—I know not but my days 


% — cc. 
o_ p ng. 


+ This direction was given in a charge I heard the 
Docter deliver at the ordination of the Rev. My. Samuel 
Snaſpall at Stoke Newington, about July, if I miſtake not, 
1738. I well remember alſo that the miniſter who prayed 
over My. Snaſball before the Doctor gave the charge made 
uſe of this ſcripture-expreſſion, Lord, we remember our 
« faults this day.” The Dodor took notice of it as fall- 
ing from the lips of his reverend brother, and approved 
and adopted it into his preface to his charge in the eaſieſt 
and happieſt manner. Such was hitready and immediate | 
command of thought and language ! i 


\ 
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ce of reſtraint and confinement by affliction 
« may appear my brighteſt days when I come 
ce to take a review of them in the light of 
ec heaven.— St. Paul's thorn in the fleſh men- 
« tioned 2 Cor. x11. 13. was the debilitated 
« ſtate of his nerves occaſioned by the over- 
ce powering glories of heaven, whence I con- 
« clude, ſaid he, that the apoſtle was in the 
« body when he: was caught up into para- 
« diſe f.—T had rather be the author of Mr. 
« Baxter's Call to the unconverted than the au- 
ce thor of Milton's Paradiſe Loft.—Should an 
te heathen be convinced of his fins, humbly 
« and penitentially confeſs them before God, 


| © and implore his mercy he would in my opi- 


ce nion be accepted of him as he was prepared 
ec for receiving grace, and only wanted the 


er object of faith to be revealed to him.—Ic 


te ſeems quite reaſonable and fit that there 
« ſhould be a general diffuſion and reign of 
te the goſpel, and that for | ſome copſider- 
ce able continuance before the end of 
ce as there has been ſuch a general dominion 
e of ſin and miſery for ſo many ages in our 
« world.” 

Such were the ſubſtance, I pretend not to 
recolle& the exact words, of ſome of the 
Doctor's occaſional obſervations and ſpeeches ; 


* 25 . . " £ Fi. 8 1 — 


— — 


t The Doctor's conjecture admirably agrees with what 
the apoſtle ſays concerning himſelf, that“ he was with 
* the Corinthians in weaknefs, and in fear, and much 
* trembling,” 1 Cor, ii. 3. | 
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ce the night in them.” 


| 


to which I will add ſome critical remarks 
which I. alſo gathered from his converſation, 


and which may not be e e to the 


public. 

Dr. Toung's deb tin of the baten in His 
poetical paraphraſe of ſome of the laſt chap- 
ters of the book of Job, he ſtiles admirable in 
his works 7, but he particularly mentioned to 
me how much he was pleaſed 7 the latter 
Px of that line, 


c Gives all his colours and Wy pt 2 day.” 


Not the day adorning the peacock, . but the 
peacock adorning the day; but as to Dr. 
Young's Night-Thoughts he pleaſantly ſaid, 
ce that they had too much of the darkneſs of 
In the Rev.- Mr. 
Jobn Norris's ode entitled tbe: Metitation, or in 
other words a view of death the Doctor com- 
mended the cloſe of the ſecond ſtanza, 

Amazing ſtate |! No wonder that we dread 

To think of death or view the dead: 

T hou'rt all wraptup in clouds, as if to thee 
Our very knowledge had antipatby :. >. _ 
Death could not a more ſad retinue find, 
Sicknels and pain. before, and darkneſs all behind. 


Gering that the expreſſions darkneſs all 
« behind” are a very juſt repreſentation of 
-our ignorance of the ſtate beyond death; 


1 8 — 


** 


i Ses his Remnants of Time employed i in Proſe and 
Vers N. 8 Pt, 
| | but 


23 — — 
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ke but he 255 diſpleaſed with the next ns. 
on, Some courteous ghoſt, tel] this great ſecreſy a8 
the What tis you are and we muſt be: - 


| Fou warn us of approaching death, and why 
May we not know from you what "tis to die? 
But you having ſhot the gulph delight to ſee 
Succeeding ſouls plunge. in with:like uncertainty. 


His objection was that the laſt lines conveyed 
a ſentiment quite improper and incongruous 
to the 1deas 1t becomes us to form concerning 
pious benevolent ſpirits in their ſeparate ſtate, 
1 will alſo. mention on this head, the Doctor's 
criticiſms, his illuſtratfon of that paſſage in 
Job x11. 18. where it is ſaid concerning the 
crocodile, © that his eyes are like the eye-lids 


« ſometimes, obſerve, . {aid he, upon the edge 
of the horizon a bright opening of the day, 
© and above it a lll ſcowling cloud. The 
e bright opening of the day is not unlike an 
« eye, and the incumbent cloud 1s not unlike 
c an eye-lid, and hence the poetic ground 5 
e The expreſſion the eye-lids of the morning.“ 


| £ I know not where to find a more proper place 
. than the preſent connexion for inſerting 'a re- 
all WH mark which he made upon two or three ſtanzas 
of in his imitation of the Pſalms of David, the 
. only time, to the beſt of my recollection, I ever 
5 heard him ſo much as hint any thing which 
v7 might ſeem to convey a good opinion of what 


he had ever written. The ſtanzas I refer to 
but 5 e are 


c of the morning.” © In the morning you may 
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are in his verſion, or imitation of the ſeventh 
* 
If I had ere provok'd them firſt 
Or once abus'd my foe, _ 


| T hen let him tread my life in duſt 
And lay mine honour low: 


If there be malice found in me 
I know thy piercing eyes, 

I ſhould not dare appeal to Thee 
Nor aſk my God to riſe : | 


(riſe, my God, lift up thine TY 

Their pride and power controul; _ 
Awake to judgment, and command 

Deliverance for my ſoul. | 


There is the ſtrongeſt declaration of inno- 


cence which © can poſſibly be * in the 


Hoes - 

-, © Ariſe, my God, life up thine hand,“ 
immediately ſucceeding the Pſalmiſt's ſaying, 
that © he ſhould not dare to appeal to him, 
if he E any malice againſt his ene- 
cc mies, ſo that, at the ſame time the holy 
man preſents his prayer to his God, he with- 
out the leaſt doubtfulneſs aſſerts his own inte- 


grity. 

I will ſubjoin to theſe criticiſms of the Doc- 
tor upon written compoſitions, an obſervation 
which he made upon a performance in paint- 
ing, to which art he was by no means 3 
ſtranger, as he found leiſure to employ his 
pencil amidſt all the greater labours of his 


PEN» 


ath 


no- 


the 


ing, 
11M, 
ene- 
holy 
vith- 


inte- 


Docs 
ation 
aint- 
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pen f. In that Carton of RaphaePs here St. 


Paul is repreſented preaching at Athens the 


apoſtle is drawn ſtretching out his hands to 


their utmoſt length: towards heaven, while the 
people are held in the moſt deep and devout 
attention below. I wilt tell you ſaid the 


Doctor e St. Paul is ſaying, BEHOLD HE 


« comes.” And were we to think as long 


as we wilt we could not perhaps conceive any 


words more ſuitable to the aſpect and attitude 
of the ſpeaker, and the ſolemnity reigning 
upon the countenances of the hearers. 
Perhaps it may not be without its benefit if 
I ſhould add to the Doctor's remarks ſome oc- 


caſional ſpeeches which he had gathered from 


others. © Young man, ſaid Sir Edmund King 
« to him in his early life, I hear that you 
«© make verſes. - Let me adviſe you never 
« to do it but when you. can't help it..“ If 
* a man would. be a great man, ſaid Sir Ri- 
* chard Blackmore, he muſt join the keenneſs of 
ce the razor, and the ſtrength of the axe. 
Dr. Owen uſed to ſay in his advanced age 
© that he would gladly part with all the lan 
ing he had acquired by ſitting up late at 
0 ſtudy in younger life if he e but regain 
« the health he had loſt * it. —< That is an 


2 


2 — cw „„ 


+ 1 ſeen and there are ſtill remaining four paint- 
ings by the Doctor, which, if I miſtake not, an artiſt 


would by no means diſapprove, the heads of Democritus, 
Meraclivus, Ariftotle, and Alexander the Great, 


X. « excellent 
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the beings of my ſpecies without my adding to the heap, 
=” and yet 1 confeſs I have often attempted to hit the 
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162 - "MEMOIRS OF 
« excellent obſervation, ſaid the Doctor, of 
e Thomas 4 Kempis, that it does not N 
« much ingenuity to be a chriſtian.” 

He poſſeſſed a large portion of wit, per. 


haps few perſong ' ſo much, but he never 


ſeemed in the leaſt degree fond of diſplaying 
it, and much leſs in the way of ſatire“. Wit 
fell from him like occafional fire from heaven, 


and, like the ethereal er was ever vivid 
and penetrating. 


Juſt at the entrance of his ſtudy on the out- 
fide appeared the following lines of Horac 
printed, and hung up in a frame. 


8 


3 qui rodit amicum 
Qui non defendit, alio culpante ; ſolutos 
Qui captat riſus hominum, famamq; dicacis, 
25 i Fi ingen 


What an averſion he had againſt ſatire, e VA | 


' tenderneſs and charity he regarded mankind he himſelf 


acquaints us. * As for the characters which are found 
* here in ſome of the eſſays I profeſs ſolemnly- there i 1s 
not one of the vicious or, fooliſh kind deſigned to re- 
äpreſent any particular perſon. I never thought i: 
proper to have mankind treated in that manner, unleſ 
% upon ſome very. peculiar and extraordinary  occafions, 
and then I would leave the unpleaſing work to other 
** hands. It has been the aim and defign of my life in 
«© my hours of leiſure, as well as my ſeaſons of buſineſs, 
„ to do what ſervice I could to my fetlow-creatures with- 


out giving. offence. I would not willingly create need- 


«« leſs pain or uneaſineſs to the. moſt deſpicable figure 
«© among mankind. There are vexations enough among 


66 ſore 


What 


imſelf 
found 
dere 13 
to re. 
zht it 
unleſ⸗ 
afions, 
other 
ife in 
ſinels, 
with- 
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F. ingere qui non viſa poteſt, commiſſa tacere 
Qui nequit, hic niger ſt; hunc tu, Ramane, caveto. 
rat. Sat. iv. 1. 81. 


IN ENGLISH. | 


He who againſt an abſent friend inveighs, 
Or, when attack'd, will not protect his praiſe, 
He in whoſe converſe biting jeſts abound, 

At others coſt who ſends the laugh around, 
He who with impudence deals out his lies, 
And ſays he ſaw what never met his eyes, 

He who ſtil] talks and talks or right or wrong, 
And glories in his flippancy of tongue, 

He who betrays through levity of mind 

Th important ſecrets to his breaft confign'd, 
This man is black indeed ; avoid the peſt, 

Nor let your doors admit hl for your gueſt, 


The ſpaces in the DoFor's ſtudy where there 
were no ſhelves were eee covered 


„„ 4 th. _— — 


* Z — n. N 3 — --4 206. R”a.f — ä TY — $f. 4 — . ct 


x; « fore part in vain; but *tis with this ſincere intent 
**{that the wiſe and thoughtful, whoſoever they are, may 
feel their diſeaſe and be healed. —My readers may be 
* aſſured therefore that, though the vices and follies which 
are here difplayed may appear to be as juſt and ſincere 
* a repreſentation as if they were all borrowed from life, 
yet there are not features enough to deſcribe any per- 
„ fon living. When a reflecting· glaſs ſhows the deformity 
** of a face ſo plain as to point to the perſon he will 
© ſooner be tempted to break the glaſs chan reform his 
© blemiſhes, but if I can find any error of my own hap- 

e pily deſcribed in ſome general character I am then 
* awakened to reform it in filence, without the public 
* notice of the world,” and the moral writer attains his 


nobleſt end.” —Preface to his Miſcellanegus Thoughts 


in Proſe and Verſe, | 
=. with 
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with prints of conſiderable perſons, moſtly- di- 


vines. On one fide of the large and high 
pannel over the fire-place a piece of white 
paper was framed and hung up amidſt the 


portraits with part of a line from Horace, 


—— Logus eſt pluribus umbris. S 


ENGLISHED.. 
Though numetous pictures ſpread theſe pannels round, 
Yet here and there a vacant ſpace i is found, 

And on the other fide of the pannel another 
piece of white paper alike encircled with pic- 
tures was in the ſame manner framed and 
hung up to view with a Latin line, as 1 ſup- 
poſe, of the Doer's own compoſition, 

Quis me doctorum propria dignabitur more; ? 

h ENGLISHED, LS g 

What ſon of learning will increaſe my ſtore, \ | 
And to theſe worthies add one worthy more ? © 

A very inoffenſive, Senteel, and perhaps 
ſucceſsful method of Fenin an eien to 


his illuſtrious ſhades. | 
1 will cloſe the chapter ie I Aare added 


che Latin verſes which he moſt probably com- | 
Poſed for his own picture, and which a are ac- 


cordingly placed under it. 


In Chri/to mea vita latet, mea gloria Chriſſus, 


Hunc lingua, hunc calamus celebrat, nec imago ei 
In uno IESU omnia. 1 


.. 


cin £53 4744 ENGLISHED. 


45 22 my life is ſafe repos d, 
I glory in his name ; 7 
1. 0 5 & a*%h 


21 


bit. 
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Him, whom my tongue and pen diſclos'd, + + 


My portrait ſhall proclaim. 
TZeſus! my whole felicity 
Is center'd and compriz'd in Thee. — 


Such was the character of Dr. Malis as 2 


4% 
Ld 


_ Chriſtian and Miniſter, and theſe were the 


graces and virtues with which this extraor- 
dinary man was adorned ; not that I conſider 
him as perfect, ſo that there was no ſhade to 


be diſcerned by a cloſe obſerver amidſt his | 


eminent luſtres of moral excellency. He ſome- 
times diſcovered a quick emotion and haſtineſs 
of temper, and would ſpeak with a manifeſt 


degree of keenneſs and poignancy, but effer- 


veſcences of this kind might, at leaſt in part, 
be owing to the diſagreeable ſenſations occa- 


ſiohed by the weakneſs and diſorder of his 


body; however they were quite momentary, 
and he ſoon returned to his former poſſeſſion 


and placid dignity of foul. On the whole, if 
he had his ſpots, they were, like thoſe of the 


ſun, abundantly . Pg N ſuperior 
glories. Ae 


} 
* 


CHAP. VI. eil Ho ane 


His W ritings in Pro, DELL 

Eh tb: „ 

R. Jennings in big ape 8 ſays, 
e that he queſtions whether any author 


before Dr. Watts ever appeared with repu- 
tation on ſuch a variety of ſubjects as he 
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ce has d6ne both as a proſe writer and a poet. 
ce However, adds he, this I may venture to 
te ſay that there is no man now living, of whoſe 
ce works ſo many have been diffuſed at home 
e and abroad, which are in ſuch conſtant uſe, 
* and tranſlated into ſuch a variety of lan- 
“ guages; many of which I doubt not will 
e remain more durable monuments of his 
ee great talents than any repreſentation I can 
% make of them, though it were to be graven 
* on pillars of braſs, Thus did he ſhine as an 
e ingenious man and a ſcholar.” 

As this account 1s in all reſpects Juſt i it may 
afford both inſtruction and entertainment to 
my readers, eſpecially to ſuch as are deſirous 
to become good Preachers and writers, to 
make a particular inquiry into the excellencies 
of Dr. Wails's compoſitions, which have been, 
Mill are, and undoubtedly will be held in the 
higheſt eſteem by the intelligent and religious 
. world. | 

In the preſent chapter I ſhall confine my dif- 
quiſitions to bis writings in proſe, and ſhall be- 
gin with Rerſpicuity, an excellency which ſhines 
through all his works. | 

ce As the all-wiſe God, ſays Canfas, at tho 
« beginning of all things created that moſt 
*« lovely and pleafant of all his productions, 
« light, by whoſe beams the dull and ſluggiſh 
*« world of matter was inveſted with perfect 
« beauty, in like manner, if we may be al- 


« lowed to compare our little matters with 
ce the 


a 
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c the infinitely greater operations of Deity, 


« ſhould that perſon, who would acquire the 
c honours of a good writer, make it his prin- 


e cipal concern to diffuſe, like the light which 


« overſpreads the whole extent of the heavens 


and the earth, perſpicuity through all the parts 


« of his compoſitions . 


«© Perſpicuity, ſays 


„ Quintilian, is the firſt excellence in oratory 3. 


« and by how much a perſon is deficient in 
« genius, by ſo much let him endeavour to 
« elevate and enlarge himſelf by this beauty of 
« language f.“ This Perſpicuity, as I have 
already obſerved; is moſt eminent in all Dr. 
Watts's works, and perhaps no author ever ex- 
celled him in this firſt glory of compoſition. 
Whatever he diſcourſes upon, be it a theme of 
morality, a queſtion in philoſophy, or the ſub- 
limeſt doctrine of religion, he is every where 


clear and eaſy to be underſtood. He is ſo far 


* * 


Ut inter prima naſcentis adhue mundi cunabula fapi- 
entiſſimus artifex rerum et machinator Deus lucem creavit, 
rerum omnium pulcherrimam, eandemque jucundiſſimam, 
cujus afflatü mundus ipſe torpentis materiæ, veluti ſegni- 


tiem exuens, ad ſummam pulchritudinem effloruit, parĩ 


profectò ratione, fi parva cum magnis comparare liceat, 
orationis artifex in primis curare debet, ut illi per/picuitas 
per omnia membra, quali per orbem cceli et terrarum lux, 
affundatur, Canffitus de Eloguentia Jacrd et 25 lib. 2. 


c. 28. 


I Nam et prima eſt loquentiz virtus, perſpicuitas 3 et 
quo quiſque ingenio minus valet, hoc ſe magis attollere et 


Ulatare conatur. Quant, J. 1. & J. 
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from writing obſcurely upon a common ſubject 
that he brings down the higheſt ſubjects to the 
level of a common capacity by the perſpicuous 


manner in which he treats them. A prime fe- 


licity indeed, which might be owing to his own 


clear and diſtinct ideas - to his deep inveſtiga- 


tion and complete knowledge of the ſubjects 
upon which he wrote - to his large acquaintance 
with the Engliſb language to his avoiding terms 
of ſcience and art, obſolete -expreſiions, and 
words of foreign derivation not familiar to the 
generality of mankind to his guarding againſt 
a penurious conciſeneſs of ſtyle on the one hand, 
and an ungoverned luxuriance on the other, by 
the firſt of which extremes his meaning might 
be obſcured, or not be fully repreſented for 
wagt of a ſufficient quantity of words , and 
by the laſt of which he might have been car- 
ried into a tedious labyrinth through which a 
common reader might not have been able to 
haye followed him *—or this ae might 

ſometimes 


UN 
War * $I. „ = — IO n —_— n ” — * * „ CWP — 


— — Brevis eſſè laboro 
Obſcurus fio 


++ 


 Horat. de Arte Poeticd. 
T aim to be ſuccinct and round my verſe 
Obſcurity a veil of darkpeſs throws, 


Some writers of the firſt merit for excellent matte; 
have rendered their compoſitions hard to be underſtood, 
and ſo in ſome meaſure diminiſhed their uſefulneſs for want 
of attending to this point, the reſtraint of their ſentences 


to a moderate length. They begin a ſentence, thought 


1 riſe 


1 
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ſometimes take its riſe from the apt and well 


ect 
the choſen compariſons ſo frequent in the Doctors 
10s writings, which illuſtrate at the ſame time they 
fe- enliven and adorn his compoſitions. 
own 5 N 8588 
iga- | | | 2 e ö = 
ects riſe upon thoughts, and they are accordingly communicated, in 
in cluſters ; ſomething needs explanation, ſomething to. be 3 
ce guarded, for theſe purpoſes they have recourſe to paren- Ty 
TINS theſes, and all this is done before the ſentence is con- * 
and cluded, ' Whereas had they diſtributed their matter into 8 
the two or more periods they would have preſerved all their | : 
inſt ideas, and would have been comprehended at once by their 1 
readers. bo 
ind, The Docter has himſelf treated upon this point, che ad- * 
„ by vantage of a confined le to ſecure Perſpicuity in his ſe- "of 
ight cond Paxtof the Improve ent of the Mind, chap. 2. F 6. 4 
for „A long And tedious ſtyle, ſays he, is very improper * 2 
a teacher, r this alſo leſſens the Perſpicuity of it. Some 5 
and « learned writers are never ſatisfied unleſs they fill up 5 
Car- « every ſentenpe with a great number of ideas and ſenti- 5 
ch a « ments. They ſwell their propoſitions to. an enormous 4! 
e to « fize by explications, exceptions, and precautions left 7 
„ they ſhould be miſtaken, and crowd them all into the X 
ght the ſame period. They involve and darken their diſ- 1 
mes « courſe by many a parentheſis, and prolong their ſen- 10 
. i tences to a tireſome extent beyond the reach of a com- F 
** mon comprehenſion. Such ſort of writers or ſpeakers bs 
* may be rich in knowledge, but they are ſeldom fit to /$ 
3 * communicate it. He that would gain an happy taleut h 
1 2 * for the inſtruction of others muſt know how to diſentangle , ly 
and divide his thoughts, if too many are ready to crowd [44 Y 
8 into one paragraph, and let him rather ſpeak three ſen- 119 | 
atter tences diſtinctly and clearly, which the hearer receives at . 
ood, ** once with his ears and his ſoul, than crowd all the it 
want thoughts into one ſentence, which the hearer has for- 9 
nces ** Lotten before he can underſtand it.” +5 
ights ö | | | 2 
riſe 3 Near 
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Near akin to the excellence of Per ſpicuity of 
language is that of Zaſe or Freedom. In this 
allo he excels. Hais diſcourſes are like ſtreams 
devolving from a fountain, or rays deſcending 
from the ſun. There is nothing like labour or 
ſtudy in the conſtruction of his ſentences, but 
he ſeems to write in the ſame language in which 
he would have ſpoken to you. Happy attain- 
ment ! Attainment I call it, for, however great 
the Doctor's native genius was, it might have coſt 
him no ſmall attention and care in his early time 
to have formed and habituated himſelf to a ſtyle 
which appears to be ſpontaneous, and a natu- 


ral conveyance of his ideas without contulatk 


obſcurity, or diminution, 
As the above excellencies of compoſition are 

nobly exemplified in his writings ſo they have 

been diſtinguiſhed by the Doctor with the praiſes 


they merit in the following paſſage. «© When 
4 a man, ſays he, ſpeaks with much freedom 


« and eaſe, and gives his opinion in the plain- 
« eſt language of common ſenſe, do not pre- 
« ſently imagine you ſhall gain nothing by his 
company. Sometimes you will find a per- 
« fon who in his converſation or his writings 
« delivers his thoughts in ſo plain, ſo eaſy, b 
te familiar, and perſpicuous a manner that you 
© both underſtand and aſſent to what he ſays 
* as faſt as you can read or hear it. Here- 
t upon ſome readers have been ready to con- 
te clude in haſte, Surely this man lays nothing 


te but common things —I knew as much be- 
fore 


* 


a 
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ec fore—1 could have ſaid all this myſelf, 
« This is a frequent miſtake. Pellucido was a 
« yery great genius. When he ſpoke in the 
« ſenate he was wont to convey his ideas in ſo 
« ſimple and happy a manner as to inſtruct and 
ec convince every hearer, and to enforce the 
e conviction through the whole illuſtrious aſ- 
« ſembly, and that with ſo much evidence you 
i would have been ready to wonder that every 
« one who ſpoke had not ſaid the ſame things. 
But Pellucido was the only man who could 
« do this; the only ſpeaker who had attained 
« this art and honour. Such is the writer of _ 
«© wham fuer would ſay, LE 
. 
Speret idem, ſudet multùm, fruſtraque labaret 
Auſus idem | 


1 $a,” Y 
e 


Horat. de Arte Poetica. 


Fern 


« Smooth be your ſtyle, and plain and hatural 
„% To ftrike the ſons of Wapping and Whitehall. 
«© While others think this eaſy to attain, ? 


—_ _—_-_ 1 * 6 wo 2 2 
: . 4 N 3 
0 Cons + ages tes - 2 
* 4 2 * * pag.” * KY 


« Let them but try, and with their utmoſt, pain 
„ They'll ſweat and ſtrive to imitate in vain x.“ 


Let a perſon read one of My, Addiſon's pa- 
pers in the SpeFator, or one of Dr. Watis's 
numbers in his Miſcellanies, and he ſhall find 
the periods flow ſo ſmooth and eaſy that he 
ſhall imagine it to be no difficulty to compoſe 
in the ſame manner, but let him but make the 


-- 
— 


. „ ig ry 3 tan - 
USE TT TORE Ro onnr ta OE, 
— 1 5 n n GE? l * ho 


Improvement of the Mind, part 1. chap. 9. § 11. 
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experiment, and he will ſoon "Mp convinced 
that he muſt have a portion of the ſame genius 
to enable him to acquit himſelf with the te 
ſucceſs. 

Our next article of obſervation. upon the 
Doctor's writings is that of Dignity. Though 
he' ſteers his flight within the view of all, and 
ſometimes ſtoops in the loweſt condeſcenſion, 
eſpecially in his Catechiſms for young children, 
yet when does he ever fink into meanneſſes, or 
debaſe his compoſures by any thing puetile or 
trifling? Where are there any words too low 


and groveling, and at the higheſt only juſt ad- 


miſſible into converſation to be found in all his 


works? Where are there any trite and hack- 


neyed proverbs of too coarſe a texture to be 
woven into diſcourſes of religion and virtue? 


Where are there any puns or jingles, affected an- 
titheſes, fantaſtic conceits, or diſguſtinglevities? 


And, though his ſimilies may be ſometimes taken 
from common life, or common ſcenes, yet, as 


wrought up by him, how do they appear in be- 
coming grandeur? I will not venture to affirm 


that in the numerous treatiſes he has publiſhed 
there is not ſo much as a ſingle inſtance in any 
of the particulars of debaſement that have been 
mentioned to be met with, yet I may be bold 
to ſay that he has upon the whole moſt happily 
avoided them, and this too amidſt his conſtant 
regards to Per ſpicuity and Freedom, There 1s 
another article which may be ranged under 

Dignily 
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Dignity in which the Docter alſo Loot I mean 
the harmony of his Metaphors and Compariſons. 
Nothing is more offenſive to an hearer or read 
er of taſte than to find the tropes of Rhetoric, 
when they are carried out into any length, 
confuſed and jarring, or made up of images 
ſnatched in violation of all F from con- 
This incoharaity 18 wha Quintilian a juſtly 
cenſures when he ſays, .<© that many have ſet 
« out with a tempeſt and ended with a confla= 
« oration; the effect of "which has been a Z 
« ſhamefulinconſiſtency *.” And the SpeFator =_— 
paſſes the like juſt cenſure upon it, when he 


tells us, that an unſkilful author ſhall run me- ; Y be 
« taphors ſo abſurdly into one another that there i 
e ſhall be no ſimile, no agreeable picture, no apt vg 
« reſemblance, but confuſion, "obſcurity, and | 14 
«© noiſe. Thus have I known an hero com- 1 1 = 
« pared to a thunderbolt, a lion, and theſea; * .- 
© all and each of them proper metaphors for 7s 1 
«© impetuoſity, courage, or force, but by bad 3 
management it has ſo happened that the 1 
e thunderbolt has overflowed its banks, the "2M 
* lion has darted through the ſkies, and the 5 
| * billows have rolled out of ab. Lybian de- NE. 
2 , 2 ' 1 
N 1 


Nam id quod imprimis eſt culo Nifin quo ex ge- 
nere cœperis tranſlationem hoc defines, Multi enim cum 
initium à tempeſtate ſumpſerunt incendio aut ruina finiunt, 
quæ eſt inconſequentia rerum fœdiſſima. Quint. lib. 8. 
cap. 6. § 2. | | | | * 0 
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« ſart . But where are any ſuch Metaphors 
or Compariſons obſervable in the Doctor's writ- 
ings ? For my part, I know not of one, but on 
the other hand it were eaſy to refer to a great 
variety that open, flow on, and conclude them- 
ſelves with the moſt beautiful harmony. If ] 
ſhould not dwell- too long on. this particular 
excellency I would recite a few examples which, 
as they adorn the Doctor's pages, may adorn 
mine. What uneaſy creatures are we made 
« by our various paſſions ? How often do they 
ce diſquiet and torment the ſoul? How head- 
cc ſtrong is their violence, like an horſe un- 
* broken and untamed ? How ſudden are their 
« ſtarts? Their motions how wild and various? 


ec And how unruly are their efforts? Now if 


« one had but one ſovereign bridle, which 


« could reach and manage them all, one 


te golden rein, which would hold in all their 
« unruly motions, and which would alſo excite 
« and guide them at pleaſure, what an inva- 
ec luable inſtrument would this be to mortals? 
« Surely ſuch an inſtrument is the love of 
Gad, ſuch an invaluable regulator of all the 
0 paſſionate powers, and it will have this effect 
«© where it is, as it ought to be, ſtrong and ſu- 
« preme *,”_ Again, © to employ the paſſions 
ce for God is to take a moſt powerful engine out 


tc of the hands of ſin and Satan, and reduce it to 


r * TTY — 1 


t SpeRator, No. 595. 
* Diſcourſe 2d, On the Love of God. 


kk. & — 


cc the 
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ee the obedience of Chriſt. It is the recovery 


« of a conſiderable part of human nature out 
« of diſmal captivity and bondage. The paſ- 
« ſions are the warmeſt and ſtrongeſt powers 
« of the ſou]. They are the artillery whereby 
« man wages war for or againſt heaven. The 
« paſſions are by nature devoted to the ſervice 
te of fin, and engaged on the devil's fide in his 
wars againſt the Almighty, and they are 


charged with the ſeeds of impious fire and 


« thunder, but, when divine grace has taken 
« hold of them and employed them on the ſide 


© of God and religion, it is like ſeizing the 


« cannon of the enemy from their old batte- 


aA 


. « ries, and planting them in new bulwarks to 


« make war upon the devil and all his army 4.” 
How apt and how well conducted is that fimile 
which the Doctor adopts when, after he had 
ſaid that a teacher ſhould not only obſerve the 
different ſpirit and humour among his ſcholars, 
but ſhould watch the various efforts of their 
reaſon and growth of their underftanding, he 
goes on, and adds * that he ſhould practice in 
« his young nurſery of learning as a ſkilful 
* gardener does in his vegetable dominions, 


and apply prudent methods of cultivation to 


« every plant. Let him with a difcreet and 
gentle hand nip or prune the irregular ſhoots, 
et him guard and encourage the tender buds 


< of the underſtanding till they be raiſed to a 


eo di. 


+ Diſcourſe zd, On the Love of God. 
« bloſſom, 
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_ @ bloffom, and let him kindly cheriſh the 
cc younger fruits 217 cc The love of God, ſayy 
« he, is a flower of divine original, and of the 


e men armed and obſtinate to defend their old 
« opinions, and he is ſtrangely diſappointed in 
c his generous attempts. He finds now that 
ce he muſt not truſt merely to the ſharpneſs of 
c his ſteel, and the ſtrength of his arms, but 


« growth of paradiſe. If the Holy Spirit has t 

« planted it in your heart, let not any other p 

ec love be planted too near it, nor too much [ 

« nouriſhed, leſt it draw away the vital moiſ- h 

ce ture, and cauſe the love of God to languiſh f 

% and wither *.“ I will add one more All. V 

gory or chain of Metaphers in which there ap» q 

pears a like beautiful conſiſtency. A young P 

« bright, genius, ſays the Doctor, who has fur- ſ? 

= © niſhed himſelf with a variety of. truths and 1 

| « ſtrong arguments, but yet is unacquainted * 

ce with the world, goes forth from the ſchools, tl 

| « like a knight-errant preſuming bravely to Wl 8 
| cc vanquiſh the follies of men, and to ſcatter th 
5 : cc light and truth through all his acquaintance, af 
5 But he meets with huge giants and enchant- Wi 
5 « ed caſtles, ſtrong prepoſſeſſions of mind, Pl 
4 « habits, cuſtoms, education, authority, inte- ap 
1 « reſt, together with all the various paſſions of or 


. cc 
ce that he muſt manage the weapons of his rea- | 
ce ſon with much dexterity and artifice, with 5s 

5 2055 f cc 
a 
” cc \ 


Improvement of the Mind, part 2. chap. 1. 
E Diſcourſe 7th, Love of God. EN 


; ec {kill | F 
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85 {kill and addreſs, or he ſhall never be able to 


cc ſubdue errors, and to convince mankind *.“ 
There is another excellency in his compoſi- 
tions which deſerves particular notice, that of 
Ardor or Animation. Though in opening, il- 
luſtrating, explaining, proving, and the like, 
he is calm and cool, yet when he means to en- 
force and effectually perſuade, what vehemence, 
what flame, what rapture, not unhke the elo- 
quence of Demoſthenes, whom Longinus com- 
pares to a thunderbolt,. or of Cicero, whom the 
ſame great critic reſembles to a conflagration F. 


[ will produce an inftance or two of this kind. 
| Under a remark of the Doctor's how much it is 
6; the buſineſs of a miniſter of the goſpel to en- 
gage the affections of the hearers, and to bring 


p them over to the ſervice of God and religion, 
5 after he has taken notice of the animation 
which runs through the writings of the pro- 
, phets, and the diſcourſes of our Lord and his 
: apoſtles,” he thus gives the reins to his divine 


of oratory, © Can any of us now content our- 
d « ſelves to bring cold and languid diſcourſes 
5 « into the pulpit with this bible under our 
1 e hands? Will not all the ſacred fervors of 
if © theſe inſpired preachers reproach us to our 
1 cc faces, while we read and explain their ſer- 
4 e mons? Shall we go to affect a calm and 
th « ſtupid politeneſs of phraſe in the very face 
_ « of theſe warm and heavenly orators? Can 


« we be content any. longer to be the cold 


— 


— 


Improvement of the Mind, part 2. chap. 5. 
+ Longinus de ſublimitate, $ 12, 
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and lifeleſs rehearſers of the great and glo- 
rious things of our religion? Can we 
go on to ſpeak to periſhing ſinners, who 
lie drowſy and lumbering on the brink of 


hell, in ſo ſoft, ſo calm, and gentle a man- 


ner, as though we were afraid' to awaken 


them? What ſhall we ſay to theſe things? 


Does divine love ſend dreaming preachers 
to call dead ſinners to life? Preachers who 
are content to leave their hearers aſleep on 
the brink of eternal deſtruction? Have they 


no ſuch thing as paſſion belongs to them? 
Have they no pity, no fear? Have they no 


ſenſe of the worth of ſouls ? Have they no 


ſprings of affection within them? Or do they 


think their hearers have not? Or is paſſion ſo 
vile a power that it muſt all be devoted to 
fleſh and ſenſe, and muſt never be applied 
to objects divine and heavenly? Who taught 


any of us this lazy and drowſy practice? Did 


God or his prophets, did Chriſt or his 
apoſtles inſtruct us in this modiſh art of ſtill 
life, this lethargy of preaching, as it has 
been called: by a late writer? Did the great 
God ever appoint-ſtatues for his ambaſſadors 
to invite ſinners to his mercy? Words of 
grace written upon braſs or marble would 
do the work almoſt' as well, Where the 
preachers become ſtone, no wonder if the 
hearers are moveleſs. But let the miniſters 
of the living word, who addreſs men upon 
matters of infinite concernment, ſhow if 


poſſible that they are CY concerned 
2 | ce about 


R. 
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te about them .“ In like manner the Doctor 


ſhowing how ineffectual diſcourſes on the 
excellency of virtue would be to reform 
mankind without awakening their hopes and 
fears by promiſes and threats, thus addreſſes 
Lord Shafteſbury under the name of Rbapſo- 
dus T, who affirms, „that neither the fear of 
« future puniſhment nor the hope of future 
« reward can poſſibly be called good affec- 
ce tions.” © Go, dreſs up, ſays the Doctor, all 
« the virtues of human nature in all the beau- 
ce ties of your oratory, and declaim aloud on 
cc the praiſe of ſocial virtue and the amiable 
« qualities of goodneſs till your hearts or lungs 
« ake among the looſer herds of mankind, and 
« you will ever find, as your heathen fathers 
c have done before you, that the wild appe- 
« tites and paſſions of men are too violent to 
« be reſtrained by ſuch mild and ſilken lan- 
« guage. You may as well build up a fence 


c of ſtraw and feathers to reſiſt a cannon-ball, 


ce or try to quench a flaming granado with a 
« ſhell of fair water, as hope to ſucceed in 
ce theſe attempts. But an eternal heaven and 
« an eternal hell carry divine force and power 
« with them. This doctrine from the mouth. 
« of Chriſtian preachers has begun the reform- 
ce ation of multitudes. This goſpel has reco- 


* 


—— 1 FY FY 1 2 + N. j * * — 


* . 


+ Love of God, Diſcourk 4th. 
t See his piece entitled The Moraliſts, a Philoſophizal 
Rhapſody,, vol. ii. 15 
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« vered thouſands among the nations from ini- 
« quity and death. They have been awakened 


cc by theſe awful ſcenes to begin religion, and 


« afterwards their virtue has improved itſelf 
ce into ſuperior and more refined principles and 
*« habits by divine grace, and riſen to high 
ce and eminent degrees, though not to a con- 
« ſummate ſtate. The bleſſed God knows 
« human nature better than Rhapſedus doth, - 
© and has throughout his word appointed a 
te more proper and more effectual method of 
« addreſs to it by the paſſions of hope and fear, 
« by puniſhments and rewards “.“ 

A fifth excellence obſervable in the Doctor 
writings, and which he poſſeſſes in an uncommon 
meaſure is that of Plenitude of ideas. What ſub- 
ject is there upon which he has written, however 
dry and unpromiſing it might ſeem, but what 
under his culture has from a barren naked ſpot 
been turned into a field or garden of univerſal 
verdure and bloom ? Is there not evident in all 
his works an originality of thought, or is there 
not ſomething ſaid, and that very pertinent and 
proper, upon the ſubjects which he diſcuſſes 
which never occurred to us before, or at leaſt 
never appeared in ſo bright and pleaſing a 
dreſs? This excellency F may ſtyle a diſtin- 
guiſhing glory in his writings, and it is, if 1 
miſtake ge * N in his Ve- 


— 


23 


A. + Improvement of the Mind, part 1. chap. 10. It. 
 Seriptions 
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ſcriptions, of which I ſhall give a few, and but 
a few ſpecimens, Would he open to his read» 
ers wherein the nature of Prudence lies, how 
happily has he defined 1 it when he ſays, © Pru- 
ce dence conſiſts in judging well what is to be 
« ſaid, and what is to be done on every new 
c occaſion ; when to he ftill, and when to be 
ce active; when to keep Glente; and when ta 
« ſpeak; what to avoid, and what to purſue; 
« how to act in every difficulty; what means 


« to make ule of to compaſs ſuch an end; how 
© to behave in every circumſtance of life, and 


. . of A Þ 
« in all companies; how to gain the favour of 
« mankind in order to promote our, own haß 


oe pineſs, and to do the moſt ois to God, 


ee and the moſt good to men, according to 
ce that ſtation we poſſeſs, and thoſe oppurtu- 


c nities we enjoy *. After he has enumerated 


the ornaments lad accompliſhments of life 


proper for perſons in younger life, ſuch as 


Grammar, Logic, Geometry, Geography, Aſtrono- 
my, Natural Philofophy, Hiſtory, and Poetry, &c. 
he concludes with a deſcription of the finiſhing 


_ beiuties, which he would wiſh to find in young | 
\ perſons. e But, among all the accompliſh- 
ments of youth, there is none preferable, 


<« ſays he, to a decent and agreeable behaviour 
« among men, a modeſt freedom of ſpeech; 
* a graceful and lowly deportment, a chearful 


be gravity and good humour, with a mind ever 


* Pan on the Education of children and youth, 86. 
Ng ſerene 
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cc 


1 under the ruffling accidents of human 
life. Add to this a pleaſing ſolemnity and 
reverence when the diſcourſe turns upon any 


thing ſacred and divine, a becoming neglect 


of injuries, an hatred of calumny and flan- 


der, an habit of ſpeaking well of others, 3 


pleaſing benevolence and 'readinefs to do 
good to mankind, and ſpecial compaſſion to 


the miſerable, with an air and countenance, 
in a natural and unaffected manner, expreſ- 


five of all theſe excellent qualifications, 
Some of theſe, he adds, are to be numbered 
among the duties and virtues of mankind, 


A but they muſt be confeſſed to be ornaments 
as well as virtues. They are graces in the 


eye of man as well as God. Theſe will be- 
ſpeak the affection of all who know us, and 
engage even an ill- natured world betimes in 


our favour. Theſe will enable the youth of 


both ſexes, who are ſo happy as to attain 
them, to enter upon the ſtage of life with 
approbation and love, to paſs through the 
world with caſe, as far as eaſe may be ex- 
peed in ſo degenerate and unhappy a ſtate 
of things, to finiſh the ſcenes of action on 
earth with applauſe, and leave behind them 
the monument of a good name, when their 
bodies ſleep in the duſt, and: their ſouls 
dwell with God “.“ The deſcription he 


8 


» Diſcourle c on the Education of chile and youth, 97. 


gives 
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gives of poetry in its powers and pleaſures is 


fuch as may well charm us with its beauty at 
the ſame time it convinces us of the benefit of 


a good Acquaintance with thoſe writers who 


have moſt excelled in that noble art. Nor 
« js this a mere amuſement or uſeleſs em- 
« broidery of -the mind. It brightens and 
c animates the fancy with a thouſand beauti- 
« ful images, it enriches the ſoul with many 
great and. ſublime ſentiments and refined 
5 ideas, it fills the memory with a noble va- 
« riety of language, and furniſhes the tongue 
« with ſpeech and expreſſion ſuited to every 
« ſubject. It teaches the art of deſcribing 
« well, and of painting every thing to the life, 
« and dreſſing up all the pleaſing and frightful 
« ſcenes of nature and providence, vice and 
virtue in their proper charms and horrors. 
« It aſſiſts us iff the art of perſuaſion, it leads 
* us into a pathetical manner of ſpeech, and 
« writing, and adds life and beauty to conver- 
« ſation *. Thunder and lightning both at 
diſtance and near at hand are admirably re- 
preſented by him in the following deſcription. 


«© When we hear the thunder rumbling in 


« ſome diſtant quarter of the heavens we ſit 
© calm and ſerene amidſt our buſineſs or diver- 
ce ſions; we feel no terrors about us, and ap- 
« prehend no danger. When we ſee the ſlen- 


1 


- 
- Om . . — 
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ce der ſtreaks of lightning play afar off in the 
horizon of an evening ſky we look on and 
{ c amuſe ourſelves as with an agreeable ſpec- 
= - « tacle without the leaſt fear or concern. 
| « But lo, the dark cloud riſes by degrees, it 
« grows black as night, and big with tem- 
1 « peſts; it ſpreads, as it riſes to the mid 


4 « heaven, and now hangs directly over us; 
16 2 ce the flaſhes of lightning grow broad and 
{a « ſtrong, and, like ſheets of ruddy fire, they 
1) „ terribly all round the hemiſphere. We 
N | e bar the doo and windows, and every ave- 
i ce nue of light, but we bar them all in vain; 


« the flames break in at every cranny, and 
ce threaten ſwift deſtruction. The thunder 
ce follows burſting from the cloud with ſudden 
<< ava e hai, claſhes ; the voice of the 
« Lord is redoubled with violence, and over- 
cc whelms us with terror, it rattles over our 
ce heads, as though the whole houſe was broken 
cc down at once with a ſtroke from heaven, 
« and were tumbling on us amain to bury us 
re in the ruins. Happy the man whoſe hope 
ce in his God compoſes all his paſſions amidſt 
ce theſe ſtorms of nature, and renders his whole 
ce deportment peaceful and ſerene amidſt the 
- « frights and hurries of weak ſpirits. and un- 
e l minds * !” I ſhall cloſe the ſpeci- 
men of the Doctor's eminent talents for De- 


9 


Miſcellaneous thoughts in proſe and verſe, No. 23. 
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ſcription, in which he has ideas at command to 


enable him to ſay enough, and judgment to 
teach him when to ſay no more, with that ad- 
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mirable Meditation of his for the firſt of May. 


What aſtoniſhing variety of artifices, what 
innumerable millions of exquiſite works 1s 
the God of nature engaged in every mo- 


ment! How gloriouſly are his all-pervading 


wiſdom and power employed in this ſeaſon 
of the year, this ſpring of nature! What in- 


finite myriads of vegetable beings is he 


forming this very moment in their roots and 


branches, in their leaves and bloſſoms, their 


ſeeds and fruits! Some indeed began to diſs 
cover their bloom amidſt the ſnows of Ja- 
nuary, or under the rough cold blaſts of 
March. Thoſe flowers are withered and va- 
niſhed in April, and their ſeeds are now 
ripening to perfection. Others are ſhewing 
themſelves this day in all their blooming 
pride and beauty, and, while they adorn the 
gardens and meadows with gay and glowing 
colours, they promiſe their fruits in the days 


of harveſt. The whole nation of vegetables 


is under the (divine care and culture, his 
hands form them day and night with ad- 
mirable ſkill and unceaſing operation, ac- 
cording to the natures he firſt gave them, 
and he produces their buds and foliage, their 
flowery bloſſoms and rich fruit in their ap- 
pointed months. Their progreſs in life is 


: exceeding ſwift at this ſeaſon of the year, and 


cc their 
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cc 
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'CC 
Fe 


their ſucceſſive appearances and ſweet chan» 


ges of raiment are viſible almoſt hourly, 
But theſe creatures are of lower life, and give 


but feebler diſplays of the maker's wiſdom. 
Let us raiſe our contemplations another ſto- 
ry, and ſurvey a, nobler theatre of divine 
wonders. What Ladlefs armies of animals 
is the hand of God moulding and figuring 


this moment throughout his brutal domi- 


nion! What immenſe flights of little birds 


are now fermenting in the egg, heaving and 


growing towards ſhape and life! What vaſt 
flocks of four-footed creatures, what droves 
of large cattle are now forming in their ear- 


ly embryos impriſoned in the dark cells of ; 


nature, and others perhaps moving towards 


liberty, and juſt preparing to ſee the light 
What unknown myriads of inſects in their 


various cradles and neſting places are now 
working towards: vitality and motion, and 


thouſands of them with their painted wings 
juſt beginning to unfurl, and expand them- 


ſelves into fluttering and day-light, while 
other families of them have forſaken their 
huſky beds, and exult and er in the 
warm ſun- beams 

« An exquiſite world of wonders is 3 


cated even in the body of every little inſect, 


an ant, a gnat, a mite, which is ſcarce viſible 


to the naked eye. Admirable engines 


which an whole academy of philoſophers 


could never contrive ; which the nation 
cc of 


wy w ani 


cc 


cc 


cc 
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of poets: have neither art nor colours to 
deſcribe; nor has a world of mechanics 
{kill enough to frame the plaineſt or coarſeſt 


of them. Their nerves, their muſcles, and 


the minute atoms which compoſe the fluids 
fit to run in the little channels of their veins 
eſcape the notice of the moſt ſagacious ma- 
thematician with all his aid of glaſſes. Fhe 
active powers and curioſity of human nature 
are limited in their purſuit, and muſt be 
content to lie down in Snerünce ee 
ſhall ye go, and no further. hrs» 
eis a ſublime, and conſtant triumph 
over all the intellectual powers of man, 
which the great God maintains every 
moment in theſe inimitable works ef na- 
ture, in theſe impenetrable receſſes and 
myſteries of divine art; and the month of 
May is the moſt ſhining ſeaſon of this tri- 
umph. The flags and banners of Almighty 
wiſdom are now diſplayed round half the 
globe, and the other half waits the return of 


the ſun to ſpread the ſame triumph over the 


e ſouthern world. This very ſun in the firma- 


(0 


cc 


ment is God's prime miniſter in this won- 
drous world of 'beings, and he works with 
ſovereign vigour on' the ſurface of the earth, 
and ſpreads his influences deep under the 
clods to every root and fibre, moulding 
them into their proper forms by divine di- 
rection. There is not a plant, nor a leaf, 


nor one little branching thread above or 
ce beneath 
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e beneath the ground, which eſcapes the eye 
c or influence of this beneficent ſtar. An il 


te luſtrious emblem of the omnipreſence and 
ge univerſal activity of the Creator 4.“ Ms 
Quintilian obſerves concerning Horace, & that 


ee he is remarkably; pure and poliſhed in his 


£ numbers, and eminent for his obſervation 


of the manners of men, and that he is al- 


“ moſt the only Hric poet who merits our 


cc peruſal, for that he ſometimes towers into 


ce ſublimity, that he abounds with ſweetneſs 
c and elegance, and is wonderfully happy in 
ce the boldneſs of his figures and expreſſions“: 
and Petronius compliments him as diftingvuidhel 
for a curioſa felicitas f, an elaborate or elegant 


_ city. 


Petronius may intend ich a manner of com- 
poſition as to thoughts and language as ap- 
pears perfectly ſpontaneous and unſtudied, or 
the firſt free effuſions of the poet, but yet 
mingled with ſuch a propriety and elegance 
as to challenge the admiration and praiſe of 
every redder; An eagle-winged genius can 


** 


4; 1 ERA Thanks. Ne 2.3. | 
Multo eſt terſior ac purus magis Horatius, et ad no- 
tandos hominum mores præcipuus. Lyricorum idem He- 
ratius ferè ſolus legi dignus; nam et inſurgit aliquando, 
et plenus eſt jucunditatis, et gratiæ, et variis figuris et 
verbis feliciſſimè audax. Quintil. lib. x. cap. 1. 


+ Homerus teftis <9 Lyrici, Romanuſq; V. , & Hor 


ratii curieſa felicitas. Petron. Sat. 


ES 


with 
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with as much eaſe aſcend and ſoar amidſt the 


heights of heaven as a minuter mind can lift 
itſelf up on its feeble plumes a few inches above 
the common level of the ground. 

Are not the like praiſes due to Dr. Watts 8 
compoſitions both in Proſe and verſe? Are 
there not in his writings. ſuch an happineſs 
joined with elegance in . ideas, and ſuch a 
choice of words and expreſſions in all reſpects 
correſpondent to them as to ſtamp them with 
an incomparable value, and ſo avouch them 
for his own as to diſtinguiſh them from all 
others? Some . of this kind I ſhall 
produce, and the rather as they may excite 
ſuch as would wiſh to have the reputation of 
good writers to uſe their beſt endeavours to 
attain it, though, after all their exertions, 
they may never reach that full” meaſure in 
which this excellency was poſſeſſed by the 
Do 

e Let God alone be 7 ſolid and everlaſt- 
© ing reſt and refuge of our ſouls, whoſe life 
« 75 eternity, whole kingdom reigns over all, 
« and his dominion is for ever and ever }.” 

ee Tf your life ſhould be loſt in ſuch a cauſe 


© as this (in attempts for the reformation of 


« manners) it will be eſteemed martyrdom in 
* the fight of God, and ſhall be thus written 
ce down in the book of the wars of the Lord. 
e Believe me theſe red lines will look well in the re- 


ah 


ä — 
a a 


Sermon on George the Firſt's death. | 
& cords 
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« cords of heaven, when the judgment mall be 
* ſet and the books opened in the face of 
« men and angels“. 

c A wiſh or deſire (deſcribing a wiſe and 
« tender mother, and the dutiful regards of 
[1 « her daughters grown up under her care in 
4 ce return) , hi the 5 05 power over them now, 
cc as a command had in their infancy and 
BY d childhood, for the command was ever dreſſed 
ö s in the ſofteſt language of authority, and this 
ce made every act of obedience a delight, till 
cc jt became an habitual pleaſure F.” 

7 « Nothing could diſpleaſe Phroniſſa (fo this 
5 . good mother is called) more than to hear 
1 « a jeſt thrown upon natural infirmities. She 
te thought there was ſomething ſacred in miſery, 
te and it was not to be touched with a rude 

{1 © hang F. - | 
= | &« My ſoul is touched with ſuch a divine 
at | cc influence that it cannot reſt, while God 
[S c withdraws, as the needle trembles, and hunts 
N c after the hidden loadſtone d. 

f Such chriſtians as theſe (ſuch who are 
4 « weak and too much under the influence of 
4 « their paſſions) live very much by ſudden | 
10 . & fits and ſtarts of devotion without that uni- 

« form and ſteady ſpring of faith and holineſs 


— 
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* Sermon to reformation ſocieties 1707. 
- + Diſcourſe on Education, 4 11. 
4 Id. $ 11. 
$ Remnants of Time employed in Proſe and Verſe, 


c No. 18. 
| ce which 


| Da, IS AA WATTS. .. 
« which would render their religion more even 
« and uniform, more honourable to God, and 


ec more comfortable to themſelves. They are 
c always high on the wing, or elſe lying 


« moveleſs' on the ground. ' They are ever in 


« the heights or the depths, travelling on the 


« bright mountains with the ſongs of heaven on 


« their lips, or groaning and labouring through 


« the dark vallies, and never walking onward as 
« on an even plain towards heaven . 

How eaſy will it be for our bleſſed Lord 
« to make a full accompliſhment of all his 


(0 predictions concerning his kingdom? Sal- 


« vation ſhall ſpread through all the tribes 
« and ranks of mankind, as the ligbining from 


« heaven in a: few moments would communicate a 


living flame through ten thouſand lamps or 
«* torches placed in a proper ſituation and nelgb. 
* bourbood . 

« Faith kept in lively exerciſe can make roſes 
e ſpring out of the midſt of thorns, and change 
« the briars of the wilderneſs into the e 
„, paradiſes. 

« I bat need is there that I ſhould wrap up the 
« ſhining honours of my Redeemer in the dark 


* and ſhadowy language of a religion (the Je. 
2 ) that is now for ever aboliſhed 9“ 


+ Love of God, Diſcourſe fifth. 

t Preface to the Narrative of the ſurpriſing Converſions 
in New England, page 8. 

* Sermons on various ſubjects. Sermon the 32d. 


\ { Preface to his Imitation of the Plalms of David. 
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c Your own meditations can furniſh you 


cc 
ce 
cc 
ce 


cc 


with many a delightful truth in the midſt of fo 
heavy a ſorrow, for the covenant of grace has 


« brightneſs enough in it to gild the moſt gloomy 


providence, and to that ſweet covenant your 
ſoul is no ſtranger *. ” 

e This book is of excellent uſe to lie on the 
table in a chamber of ſickneſs, and now and 


then zo take a /ip of the river of life, which 


runs through it in 4 thouſand little rills of 


peace and joyÞ.” 


de IA my . raiſes my pious pat 
ſions in the church or in the cloſet may the 
ſame chriſtian ſpirit be found in all my be- 
haviour! May it regulate my words, and 
adorn my actions, that God, angels, and 


men may ſee ibe golden thread of religion 
running through my heart and life in an uniform 


manner in all times, places, and flations . 
« Come, my ſoul, rouſe thyſelf from thy 


dull lethargic temper, Mace off the duſt which 


hangs heavy on thy better powers. , Haſt thou 
not been long weary of ſuch cold and frozen 
devotion, as is practiſed in this earthly ſtate? 


Haſt thou not long complained of loving 


* 


ä 


—_— 


Letter to the Rev. Mr. Jobn Shower, on the death of 


his daughter, prefixed to his elegy on her in the Doctor 5 
* ric Poems. 


+ Preface to Dr. Clarke's Collection of the Promifes of 


Scripture. 


Love of God, Diſcourſe fifth. 


| ce thy 


Ds. ISAAC WATTS. 193 


« thy God ſo little, and of taſting ſo little of 
cc his love? Come raiſe thyſelf above theſe 


« dull and deſpicable ſcenes of fleſh and ſenſe, 


« above all that is not immortal. Lift up thy 
« head with cheerfulnefs and eager hope; look 
« out -<with longing eyes beyond the ſhadowy region 
« of death, and ſalute the dawning of the eternal 
« day; ſtretch out thy arms of intenſe defire, 
« and ſend a flight of devout wiſhes - acroſs the 


« dark valley to meet the W Joys of im- 


CC %* 22 
 mortality*. * 


« Such a converſation and Gick a character 


made up of piety. and virtue were prepared 


« for the attacks of a fever with malignant 
* and mortal ſymptoms. Slow and unſuſ- 
EC: pected were the advances of the diſeaſe till 
the powers of reaſon began to faulter and 
« retire, till the heralds of death had made their 
appearance, and ſpread on ber e their purple 
« enjignsÞ.” 

I might go on and fill many a page with 
examples of the Doctors elaborate or elegant 
felicity taken from his proſe writings and then 
collect as great or a greater number of them 
from his poetry, but I ſhall reſtrain myſelf, 
eſpecially as the next chapter will be employed 
in a ſurvey of his poems, where the ſeveral 
citations from them, though introduced for 


— 


1 _ 


* Love of God, Diſcourſe ſeventh. 


+ Sermon on the death of Mrs. Sarah Adney, daughter 
of dir Themas Abny, &c. 


O 1 8 other 


194 ME MO IRS O 
other purpoſes, may ſerve as proofs how much 
he excelled in this prime beauty of compoſi- 
tion: ſuffice it only to add that what was ſaid 
concerning another perſon may be with the 
greateſt juſtice applied to the Doctor, * that 
cc whatever fubjeCt he treated on, and his ready 
« genius turned itſelf to all, he illuminated it 
ce with a luſtre peculiar to himſelf, not unlike 
ce the golden ray of Titan, that, diffuſing itſelf 
15 trough the whole tablet aYSucHen it for tis 
«© OWN Tf. | 

All that I ſhall attempt further in the ex- 
amination of his proſe- performances ſhall be 
confined to his Sermons which, if JI am right in 
my opinion, are the ſtandards of truly uſeful 
preaching, ſuch as is calculated to inform the 
minds, convince the conſctences, impreſs the 
memories, and reach and command the hearts 
of mankind in thoſe matters of infinite mo- 


ment, the glory of God, and their own preſent 


comfort, and Everlaſting ſalvation. 
Jo ſhow that his Sermons deſerve thefe praiſes 
let it be obſerved that there is nothing like a 


parade or oſtentation of learning in them, that 
there are no terms of Grammar or Logic unin- 
telligible to a common reader, and that the 


12 — 


+ In quodcunque opus ſe parabat, et per omnia ſane 
verſatile illius ſe adduxit ingenium, neſcio qua luce ſibi pro- 
pria, id illuminavit, haud diſſimili ei aureo T7trani radio 
qui per totam tabulam gliſcens eam verè ſuam enunciat. 
Fitz-Oſborne's Letters, vol. ii. p. 50. 


language 
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language in which they are compoſed is rather 
the language of converſation than that of ſet 
compoſitions; though by no means beneath the 
dignity due to the pulpit and the preſs. His 
diſcourſes are not made up of diviſions, broken 
into diviſions till they appear little velit: than 
the numerous naked arms, boughs, and ſprigs 
of a tree in the barrenneſs of the winter. His 
heads and particulars are comparatively but 
few, and they are enriched with much enlarge- 
ment. Beautiful is their foliage, and e 
and pleaſant are their fruits. 

The branching ſermon, as the Doctor ſtyles 
it, is what he ever avoided in his example, 
as he very properly reprehends it in his writ- 
ings. © It is a vain affectation; ſays he, to 
« draw out a long rank of particulars. in the 
« ſame ſermon under one general, and run up 
« the number to eighteenthly, or ſeven and ten- 
© 7iethly. Men who take delight in this ſort of 
« work will cut out all their ſenſe into ſhreds, 
« and every thing they can ſay of any thing 
« will be a new particular. 

« This ſort of folly and miſtaken conduct 
« appears weekly in Polyramus's lectures, and 
«* renders all his diſcourſes lean and inſipid. 
« Whether it proceed from à mere battenneſs 


: 


c of thought, and a native dryneſs of ſoul, that 


e he is not able to vary his matter, and am- 
te plify beyond the formal topics of an analyſis, 
or whether it ariſe from an affectation of 

O 2 cc ſuch 
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ſuch a way of talking it is hard to ſay, but 
it is certain that the chief part of the audi. 
tory are not over- much profited or pleaſed. 
When I ſit under his preaching I faney my- 
ſelf brought into the valley of EzekiePs vi- 
ſion. It was full of bones, and bebold there were 
very many in the valley, and lo they were very 
dry. Ezek. xxxvii. 1, 2. It is the variety of 
enlargement upon a few proper heads that 
clothes the dry bones with fleſh, and ani- 
mates them with blood and ſpirits : it is this 
that colours the diſcourſe, makes it warm 
and ftrong, and renders the divine propoſi- 


tions bright and perſuaſive : it is this brings 
down the doctrine or the duty to the under- 


ſtanding and conſcience of the whole audi- 
tory, and commands the natural affections 
into the intereſt of the goſpel; in ſhort it is 
this, which under the influence of the Holy 
Spirit, gives life and force, beauty and ſuc- 
ceſs to a ſermon, and provides food for ſouls. 
A ſingle roſe buſh, or a dwarf pear with all 


their leaves, flowers, and fruit about them 


have more beauty and ſpirit in themſelves, 
and yield more food and pleaſure to man- 
kind than the innumerable branches, boughs, 
and twigs of a long hedge of thorns. The 
fruit will feed the hungry, and the flower 


will refreſh the fainting, which is more than 
can be ſaid of the thickeſt oak in Baſban, 
when it has loſt its vital juice, It may 


3 __ - ce ſprans 
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« ſprerd its limbs indeed far and wide, but 


ce they are naked, withered, and ſapleſs “. 

As the Deer in his ſermons never run into 
a barren ſuperfluity of particulars, ſo on the 
other hand he cautiouſly ſhunned and as much 
I might ſay more diſliked the other extreme 
that of an harangue without any diviſion of the 
ſubject. I will repeat in part what he has with 
juſt reaſon objected againſt this method of 


preaching, and of which I may be bold to ſay 


there 1s not a ſingle inſtance in the vaſt multi- 
tude of his diſcourſes. “ Is it not poſſible, 
2 ſays he, to forſake one extreme without fall- 
ing into a worſe? Is there no medium be- 
« tween a ſermon made up of ſixty dry parti 
« culars, and a long looſe declamation without 
« any diſtinction of the parts of it? Muſt the 
« preacher divide his works by the breaks of a 
« minute watch, or let it run on inceſſantly 
<« like the flowing ſtream of the hour-glaſs 
« which meaſures his divinity ? Surely Fluvio 
i  pregohes as though he knew no medium, 


« \and, having taken a diſguſt heretofore at one 


« of Polyramus's lectures, he reſolved his diſ- 
c courſes. ſhould. have no diſtinction of parti- 
« cularsin them. His language flows ſmoothly 
in a long connexion of periods. The atten- 
te tion is detained in a gentle pleaſure, and, to 
1 lay the beſt thing poſlible of it, the WA is. 


9 


* 


. Second part of the Improvement of the Mind, ch. 6. ; 2. 
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« ſoothed into ſomething like divine delight, 
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but he can give the inquiring friend ſcarce 
any account what it was that pleaſed him. 
He retains a faint idea of the ſweetneſs, but 
has forgot the ſenſe. Tell me, Fluvio, is 
this the moſt effectual way to inſtruct igno- 
rant creatures in the ſeveral articles of faith, 
and the various duties of the chriſtian life? 
Will ſuch an uniform flow of language im- 
print all the diſtinct parts of chriſtian know- 
ledge on the mind in their beſt form and 
order? Do you find ſuch a gentle and gliding 
ſtream of words moſt powerful to call up the 
ſouls of ſinners from their dangerous and fa- 
tal lethargy ? Will this indolent and move- 
leſs ſpecies of oratory make a thoughtlefs 
wretch attend to matters of infinite moment? 
Can a long purling ſound awaken a ſleepy 
conſcience, and give a periſhing finner juſt 
notions of his dreadful hazard ? Can it fur- 
niſh his underſtanding and memory with all 
the awful and tremendous topics of our reli- 
gion, when it ſcarce leaves any diſtin im- 
preſſion of one of them in his ſoul ? Can you 
make the arrow wound where it will not 
ſtick? Where all the diſcourfe vaniſhes from 
the remembrance can you ſuppoſe the foul 
to be profited or enriched ? When you 
bruſh over the cloſed eye-lids with a feather 
did you ever find it give light to the blind? 
Have any of your ſoft harangues, your con- 
| | te tinued 
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tinued threads of ſilken eloquence ever raiſed 


the dead? I fear your whole aim is to talk 
over the appointed number of minutes upon 


the ſubject, or to practiſe a little upon the 


gentler paſſions without any concern how to 
give the underſtanding its due improvement, 
or furniſh the memory with any laſting plea- 
ſure, or to make a knowing and religious 
chriſtian. ——Preachers talk reaſon and re- 
ligion to their auditories in vain if they do 
not make the argument ſo ſhort as to come 
within their graſp, and give a frequent reſt 
to their thoughts. They muſt break the 
bread of life into pieces to feed children with 
it, and part their diſcourſe into diſtinct pro- 
poſitions to give the ignorant a plain ſcheme 
of any one doctrine, and enable them to 
comprehend, or retain it. Polyramus's audi- 
tors have ſome confuſion in their knowledge, 
but Fluvio's hearers have ſcarce ny know- 
ledge at all f.“ 

It may be added concerning the Doftor 8 


ſerinons that in proper places they are both 
cool and argumentative, and again flaming and 
pathetic. They are calculated perhaps I might 
truly ſay, without a ſingle exception to en- 
lighten the underſtanding, convince and fix 
the judgment, and at the ſame time penetrate 
the heart, and diffuſe a divine fervor through 


* 


_——_ 


1 Second part of the Improvement of the Mind, ch. 6. $ 3 
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the ſoul. They are alſo ſcriptural, eminently 
fo, not to the excluſion of arguments that may 
be viſible from the light of nature, or grow'up 
from the dictates of conſcience, but ſo as to 


pay a juſt: honour to the oracles of, God, the 


rule of our faith, the ſpring of our joys, and 


our guide to the celeſtial glory. In a word the 


Doctor, conſidered as a miniſter, admirably an- 
ſwers to the character he has drawn of an able 
divine, and I am perſuaded that it may be with 
the fulleſt truth and juſtice applied to himfelf, 
In this view I tranſcribe it from his excellent 


PR ce Ergates, ſays he, is a workman that 


© need not be aſhamed. He preaches like a 


« man who watches for our ſouls, as one who 


«© muſt give an account. He never affetts to 


& chooſe a very obſcure text leſt he ſhould 


<« waſte too much of the hour in explaining 


« the literal ſenſe of it. He reſerves all thoſe 
cc obſcurities till they come in courſe at his ſea- 
<« ſons of public expoſition, for it is his opi- 
cc nion that preaching the goſpel for the ſalva- 
cc tion of men carries in it a little different idea 
ce from a learned and critical expoſition of the 
ce difficult texts of ſcripture. He knows well 
ce how to uſe his Logic in his compoſures, but 
ce he calls no part of the words by their logical 
«© names, if there be any vulgar names which 
« anſwer them. Reading and Meditation have 


cc furniſhed him with extenſive views of his 


« ſubject, and his own good ſenſe hath taught 
ce 3 to give ſufficient reaſons for every thing 
cc he 
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te he aſſerts, but he never uſes one of them till 
ce a proof be needful. He is acquainted with 
cc the miftaken gloſſes of expoſitors, but he 
ce thinks it needleſs to acquaint his hearers 
cc with them, unleſs there be evident danger 
ce they might run into the ſame miſtake. He 


ce ynderſtands well what his ſubject is not, as 


« well as what it is, but, when he would ex- 
« plain it to you, he never ſays, firſt, nega- 
« tively, unleſs ſome remarkable error is at 
ce hand, and which his hearers may eaſily fall 
« into for want of ſuch a caution. Thus in 
ce five or ten minutes at the moſt he makes his 
« way plain to the propoſition or theme on 
« which he deſigns to diſcourſe, and, being ſo 
« wiſe as to know well what to ſay and what to 
« leave out, he proportions every part of his 
« work to his time; he enlarges upon the ſub- 


« ject by way of illuſtration, till the truth be- 


« comes evident and intelligent to the weakeſt 
« of his hearers; then he confirms the point 
ce with a few convincing arguments, where the 
ce matter requires it, and makes haſte to turn 
« the doctrine into uſe and improvement. 
“ Thus the ignorant are inſtructed, and the 
« growing chriftians are eſtabliſhed and im- 
« proved. The ſtupid finner is loudly awak- 
c ened, and the mourning ſoul receives conſo- 
« lation, The unbeliever is led to truſt in 
“ Chriſt and his goſpel, and the impenitent 
* and immoral are convinced and ſoftened, 
are melted and reformed. The inward voice 
| cc of 


A 


— 
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« of the Holy Spirit joins with the voice of 10 
© miniſter; the good man and the hypocrite 
| cc have their proper portions aſſigned them, 
if ES Land the work of the Lord proſpers in his 
= „ hand. This is the uſual courſe and manner 
ce of his miniſtry. This method being natural 
« and eaſy he caſts many of his diſcourſes 1 into 
« this form, but he is no ſlave to forms and 
« methods of any kind. He makes the nature 
ce of his ſubject and the neceſſity of his hearers 
cc the great rule to direct him what method he 
ce ſhall chooſe. in every ſermon, that he may 
cc better enlighten, convince, and perſuade, 
« Ergates well knows that where the ſubject it- 
ce ſelf is entirely practical he has no need of 
« the formality of long uſes and exhortations, 
« He knows that practice is the chief deſign 
of doctrine, therefore he beſtows moſt of his 
« labour on this part of his office, and in- 
te termingles much of the pathetic under every 
* particular, yet he wiſely obſerves the ſpecial 
« dangers of his flock, and the errors of the 
| | cc time he lives in, and now and then, though 
& very ſeldom, he thinks it neceſſary to ſpend 
«« almoſt an whole diſcourſe in mere doctrinal 
<« articles. Upon ſuch an occaſion he thinks 
it proper to take up a little larger part of 
« his hour in explaining and confirming, the 
te ſenſe of his text, and brings it down to the 
« underſtanding of a child. At another time 
ce perhaps he particularly deſigns to entertain 
te the few learned and polite among his audt: 
ee tors, 
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« tors, 'and that with this view that he may 
c ingratiate his diſcourſes with their ears, and 
« may ſo far gratify their curioſity in this part 
« of his ſermon as to give an eaſier entrance 
cc for the more plain, neceſſary, and important 


« parts of it into their hearts. Then he aims 


« at and reaches the ſublime, and furniſhes an 
« entertainment for the fineſt taſte, but he 
« ſcarce ever finiſhes his ſermon without com- 


c paſſion. to the unlearned, and an addreſs . 


6 which may reach their conſciences with the 
te words of ſalvation. I have obſerved him 
« ſometimes after a learned diſcourſe come 
« down from the pulpit as a man aſhamed, 
* and quite out of countenance. He has 
« bluſhed and complained to his intimate 
« friends leſt he ſhould be thought to have 
« preached himſelf, and not Chriſt Feſus the 
Lord. He has been ready to wiſh he had 
« entertained the audience in a more unlearned 
«© manner, and on a more vulgar ſubject leſt 
ce the ſervants and the labourers and the tradeſ- 
© men there ſhould reap no advantage to their 
« ſouls, and the important hour of worſhip be 
« loſt, as to their improvement. Well he 
«© knows and keeps it upon his heart that the 
© middle and lower ranks of mankind, and 
& people of an unlettered character make up 
the greater part of the aſſembly, therefore 
* he is ever ſeeking how to adapt his thoughts, 
* and his language, and far the greateſt part 
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of all his miniſtrations to the inſtruction and 
profit of perſons of common rank and capa- 


city. It is in the midſt of theſe he hopes to 


find his triumph, his joy, and crown in the 
laſt great 'day, for not many wiſe, not many 
noble are called. | There are ſo much ſpirit 
and beauty in his converſation that it is 
ſought and defired by the ingenious men of 
his age, but he carries a ſevere guard of 
piety always about him which tempers the 


-pleaſant air of his diſcourſe, even in the 


brighteſt and freeſt hours, and before he 
leaves the place, if poſſible, he will leave ſome- 
thing of the ſavour of heaven there. In the 
parlour he carries on the deſign of the pul- 
pit, but in ſo elegant a manner that it 
charms the company, and gives not the leaſt 
occaſion for cenſure. His polite acquaint- 


ance will ſometimes rally him for talking ſo 


plainly in his ſermons, and ſinking his good 
ſenſe to fo low a level. But Ergates is bold 
to tell the gayeſt of them, Our public 
buſineſs, my friend, is chiefly with the weak 
and ignorant, that is, the bulk of mankind. 
The poor receive the goſpel. The me- 
chanics and day labourers, the women and 
children of my aſſembly have ſouls to be 
ſaved. I will imitate my bleſſed Redeemer 
in preaching the goſpel to the poor, and 
learn of Sr. Paul to become all things to al 


* men, that I may win ſouls, and lead mam 


inner 


© | ö 
Da, IS ANC rs. og 
e ſnyers to heaven by repentance, faith; and ho- | 1 
« lineſs f. e MATEO ON Wo 
I ſhall conclude the chapter with ſome verſes, = 
if they deſerve the name, from an Elegiac Poem 1 
of mine to the memory of the Doctor publiſhed | bt 
ſoon after his deceaſe, in which I have endea- ., _- m= 
voured a deſcription of him as a miniſter, SO 
While deep attention holds the liſt'ning throng, # 
And piety and wiſdom grace his mien, i 
And mould his ev'ry accent, he fulfils 1 
His holy, high commiſſion. Hark! he ſounds 1 
* The trump of Sinai, and deſcribes the curſe | 3 
Flame-wing'd, and leveiPd at the ſinner's head; 1 1 
Warns, urges, begs him to eſcape the blow. 1 
Now Calvary's different ſeenes he ſets in view, 1 
Unfolds the wonders of the Croſs, proclaims | __ 
How Feſus ſpreads his willing arms t'embrace | - 
The guilty ſoul, and ſheds his vital blood 1 


To quench the fiery vengeance of the law, | 7 


And full forgiveneſs with the ſkies procure. oh 
Now Eloquence, like the fair vernal ſun, 1 
Which melts the bands of winter's freezing reign, 3 1 
And o'er the world its ſmiling radiance throws, ; 1 
In lovely charms diſplays celeſtial truth, =_ 
And ſtamps the Maker's image on the heart. ; A 
Anon each vice in its deteſted forms | 1 
Of horror glares malevolent and wild, N Ml 
The monſtrous birth of hell, itſelf the food | | Et: 
Of its own vipers, and by doom divine 1 
Condemn'd to the dire regions whence it roſe, 5 $4 

: + Second part of the Improvement of the Mind, chap. 6. Y | 
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Theſe were the themes that dwelt on Watts'stoh gue; 


When he addreſs'd the crowd, and this his zeal! 


No trivial ſubject ere debas'd his ſtrain ; 

No pomp of language ſmother'd half his ſenſe ; 
No learned diſquiſitions ftarv'd the mind ; 

No ſharp invectives wak'd the foul to rage; 

But all was weighty, amiable, ſublime, 

Solemn, devout, as angels once were heatd, 
When they, deſcending from their thrones above, 
Reveal'd to men the counſels of the ſkies, 


C HA P. VII. 
n Writings in Poetry, In 7 wo Parts. 


ParT I. Containing à View of his Horæ Lyricz, or 
Lyric Odes, and the Poems in his Miſcellanies, 


HE Deo#or's poetical writings are nume- 
rous, and all of them have conſiderable 
merit, They are numerous as appears from 
his large collection of Lyric Poems, his book of 
Hymns, his Imitation of the Pſalms, his Songs fat 
children, and ſeveral pieces of Poetry in his Miſ- 
cellaneous Thoughts. We ſhall make ſome ob- 
ſervations upon all of them, and begin with his 
Horæ Lyrice, and the poems in his Miſcellanies. 
In his Horæ Lyrice he gives a full licence to his 
Muſe, and ſhe ſoars without any Kind of check 


or controul very frequently in Pindaric and 


once in Sapphic meaſures, nor is ſhe laid under 


the neceſſity of ſelecting ſuch words that are 
level to the loweſt capacities as is the caſe as to 


W n 7— f 


FAST. | 


>» 


= wy 


his Hymns, Pſalms, and Songs for Children, that 
his end in writing them might not be defeated. 
It may yield both profit and pleaſure to open 
ſome of the particular beauties of theſe com- 


__ poſitions. Do juſt and expreſſive Metaphors, 
new but ſuitable and ſurpriſing Names t6 


things, elegant Periphraſes, &c. enliven and 
adorn. our poetry, are not the following to 


be met with in his Zyric Odes, and the Poems 
in his Miſcellanies ? 


The heavens, - Fields of azure. 


The ſky, =. Starry arch, or roof of 


= vaulted gold, or vault- 
ed azure. 
The fun, - he eye of heaven. 
His beams Radiant gold. 
The moon, — The ſilver queen of 
night, the beauty of 


the night, the fair 


queen of ſilence. 


The ſtars, - — The twinkling meaſur- 


ers of time, or glim- 


| mering fires. 
The earth, - — Sometimesalittledwell- 


ing place, a neſt of. 
worms, a mighty mole- 

' hill, and ſometimes, the 
_ deſcription being va- 
ried according to the 
occaſion, nothing more 


than an atom. 
| The 


DR. ISAAC WATTS. 20% 


1 * Ll « 
. 5 1990 1 =_ _ 9 4 N 
g j 
AFFS &- ©».+ ON 


203 ORS OF 


The ſeas God's watry kingdom. 

Lightnings, - = Fiery arrows, or bright 
| horrors. 

Thunder and lightning, Heaven's artillery. 

Blood ſpilt in battle, Flowing crimſon. 


W 


The ſoul, - An heavenly ſtar. 


The body, — A clod, a weak cottage. 
The ſeaſon of youth, - Blooming hours. 


The blood... - Life's purple ſtream. 
Minds ſenſual and ef- 


; c Waxen images of ſouls, 
inte, N 


Sins, A brood of vipers. 
Death, — ron ſlumbers. 
Billows, - Rolling mountains. 
C - Briny dew. 


The charms of beauty, Delicious danger. 

Diſeaſes, drought, and The flaſhes of the wrath- 
death, =- _ = ful eye of God. 

Harveſts Ihe riches of the field. 


Leaves and boughs, The honours of the 


wood. 
Birds, — — The minſtrels of the 
: nes, 4 


Cuſtom, - = - The tyranneſs of fools. | 


Do Allegories, or continuations of! Metaphors 
afford a rich entertainment to the imagination? 


They frequently occur in the Doctor's poetry. 


In his poem called Self-conſecration # the fol- 
lowing ſtanza. 5 


. Change 
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Change me, O Lord, my ſleſh ſhall be | | 

An inſtrument of ſong to Thee, n | 1 

And thou the notes inſpire: | RE 

My tongue ſhall keep the heavenly chime, | | 
My chearful pulſe ſhall beat the time, 

And ſweet variety of ſound ſhall in thy praiſe! conſpire, 


And again in the hymn ſtyled Happy frailty. 


a Weak cottage t where our ſouls reſide! A 
This fleſh a tott'ring wal! Fr 
With frightful breaches gaping wide | A 
The building bends to fall. 
. All round it ſtorms of trouble blow, 
And waves of ſorrow roll; 

Cold waves and winter ſtorms beat — 1 
And pain the tenant · ſoul. 081 HAT Di Y 


N 
| 
| 
2 
= 
If 


And again in the poem entitled the Moarning- = 1 
piece. ; 2 N 
1 Life's a he . this globe the "ng Fl 
Well $ix'd and well adorn'd with ſtrong machines, | 
8 Gay fields, and ſeas, and ſkies 3 the ue n - | 
1 The plot immenſe 5558 | - 
Diantbe acts ber little part alone. 75 8 Wl 


e And once more, What a train of Allegories A | 
make up a great part of that eaſy flowing poem 9 
2 | of the Doctors called True riches? . 


I've a mighty part within, 

Which the world has neyer ſeen, _ 
Rich as Eden's happy ground, 

* And with choicer plenty crown'd. 


7 Intending the body. = 
7 | E 
Ze =P | Here | * 
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Here on all the ſhining . 
Knowledge fair and uſeful grows + - 
On the ſame yaung flowry tre: 
All the ſeaſons you may ſee, . 
Notions in the bloom of „ 
Juſt diſcloſing to the Hoht; © 
Here are thoughts of larger arme 
- Ripeniny into ſolid truth, 
Fruits 'refiri'd of noble taſte, - 
Seraphs feed on ſuch repaſt. 
Here in a green and ſhady grove | 
Streams of pleaſure mix with love, 
There beneath the ſmiling ſkies + 
Hills of contemplation riſe: 
Now upon the ſhining top 
Angels light, and call me up; 
I rejoice to raiſe my feet, | 


Both rejoice when there we meet. 


of 4 


Do well-choſen and well-timed compariſos 
give ſometimes luſtre, ſometimes ſtrengt 


-and in both pleaſure to the reader? How fre- 
quently do they occur in the Doctor's goeey? | 
1 ſhall tranſcribe a few of them. bo 


In the Hymn called, 1 be heart given a auch 
are the following ſtanzas, 


I feel my Warden pinfons dead 
To all that earth can boaſt: 

This ſoul of mine was never made 
For vanity and duſt. 

Now I can fix my thoughts above 

_ Amidſt their flattering charms 

Till the dear Lord, who has my love, 
Shall call me to his arms. 


5 ne * rer 
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So Bobrial at his King's command, 
From yon celeſtial hill I 
Walks downward to our worthleſs land, 
His ſoul points upwards ſtill: 
He glides along by mortal things 
Without a thought of love, 523 
Fulfils his taſk, and ſpreads. his wings 5 
To reach the realms above. | L 


Doris in the ade ſtilnd The diſappointment and 


relief is repreſented; tho? in the expectations of 
the higheſt happineſs, as marrying a youth deſti- 


tute of truth and goodneſs, and then relieving 
herſelf in ſome degree under the terrible diſ- 
appointment by the moſt ſubmiſſive. Faxflicnce 
to her huſband's will. 


Recover'd from the ſad 1 88 
Doris awakes at laſt, 
Grown by the PTE SOREN wiſe, 

And manages with art th'unlucky caſt : 
When the low'ring frown ſhe ſpies 
On her haughty tyrant's brow 

With humble love ſhe meets his wrathful eyes, 
And makes her ſovereign beauty bow: 

Cheerful ſhe ſmiles upon her grizly form, 

So ſhines the ſetting ſun on adverſe ſkies, 

And paints a rainbow on the ſtorm, 


So the Elegiac verſes of the Doctor 8 rn 


the death of Mrs. Ann Warner, a lady of re- 


markable beauty and merit, but who was cut 
off ſoon after marriage by the ſmall-pox, con- 


dude with a moſt apt and beautiful compa- 


riſon. 
P 2 Was 
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Was this the countenance where the world admir'd 

Features of wit and virtue? This the face 
Where triumph'd love, and beauty on theſe cheeks 
As on a throne beneath her radrant eyes 

Was ſeated to advantage, mild, ſerene, 
Reflecting roſy light? So fits the ſun, * | 

_ Fair eye of heaven, upon a crimſon cloud 
Near the horizon, and with gentle ray 
Smiles lovely round the ſky till riſing fogs 
Portending night with foul and heavy wing 
Involve the golden ftar, and ſink him down 
Oppreſs'd with darkneſs— | 


Are lively and ſpirited Interrogations admi- 
rably adapted to communicate the fervor and 
force of our paſſions, how ſucceſsfully are they 
employed for this purpoſe in his anſwer to 
an infamous ſatire called Advice to a painter 
againſt King William? 1 


And muſt the hero who redeem'd our lang 
Here in the front of vice and ſcandal ſtand? | 
The man of wondrous ſoul, who ſcorn'd his eaſe 
Tempting the winters, and the faithleſs ſeas, 
And paid an annual tribute of his life 
To guard his England from the Iriſb knife, 
And cruſh the French dragoon? Muſt William's name, 
That brighteſt ſtar which gilds the wings of fame, 
Milliam the brave, the pious, and the juſt 
Adorn theſe gloomy ſcenes of tyranny and luſt ! 
_ Polhill, my blood boils high, my ſpirits flame, 
Can your zeal ſleep? or are your paſſions tame? 5 
Nor call revenge and darkneſs on the poet's name ? 
Why ſmoke the ſkies not? Why no thunders roll? 
Nor kindling lightnings blaſt his guilty ſoul? 


| Are 
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Are animated, full, and ſtrong Deſcriptions, 
ſuch as give the very image of what they re- 
preſent, eſpecially when their ſubjects are ſu- 
premely great, and carry in their own nature 
the divineſt ſolemnity and grandeur, the very 
life and ſoul of poetry, how do they ennoble 
and adorn the Doctor's pindaric ode (for to that 
we ſhall confine ourſelves) entitled The Law 
given at Sinai? 


Thus, while the labouring angel ſwell'd the found, 
And rent the ſkies and ſhook the ground, 
Up roſe th*Almighty : round his ſapphire foe 
Adoring thrones in order fell ; 
The leſſer powers at diſtance dwell, 
And caſt their glories down ſucceflive at his feet. 
Gabriel the Great prepares his way, 
Lift up your heads, eternal doors,” he cries 
Th'eternal doors his word obey 
Open and ſhoot celeſtial day 
Upon the lower ſkies : 
Heav'n's pillars bow'd their head, 
As their Creator bid, 
And down Jehovah rode from the ſuperior ſphere, . 
A thouſand guards before, and myriads in the rear, 


His chariot was a pitchy cloud, 

The wheels beſet with burning gems, 
The winds in harneſs with the flames 
Flew o'er the etherial road; 
Down through his magazines he paſt 

Of ice, and hail, and fleecy ſnow, 
Swift roll'd the triumph, and as faſt - 
Did hail, and ice, and melted rivers flow. 
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The day was mingled with the nicbt, 
- His feet on ſolid darkneſs trod. 
His radiant eyes proelaĩim'd the God, 
And ſcatter'd dreadful light. 


Hebreath'd, and ſulphur ran, a fiery ſtream, 


He ſpoke, and, though with unknown ſpeet he came, 
Chid the flow. terapeſt and. the-lagging lame: | 
Sinai receiv'd his glorious flight; =] 

With axle red, and glowing wheel 
Did the winged chariot light, | 
And riſing ſmoke obſcur'd the burning hill. — _ 
Behold the ſacred hill; its trembling ſpire _ 
Quakes at the terrors of the fire, 
While all below its verdant feet 
Stagger and reel under th'Almighty' 5 weight: : 
Preſs'd with a greater than fam'd Atlas load 
Deep groan'd the mount. It never bore 


Infinity 1 
It bow'd and ſhook beneath the burden of. A God. 


Might we not, if we were to have judged 


only from the Deſcription, have ſuppoſed the 


Doctor to have been himſelf a ſpectator of the 


auguſt and tremendous ſcene, or might ve 


not rather have conſidered him as a. miniſter- 


ing angel attendant . his God on this great 


» 


occaſion? ? . 
When Deſcriptions of Rey Fee Tories 
are united in the ſame poem, and "ſtand near 


together, do they not evidently ſtrengthen each 


other, and make the darkneſs as it were more 
dark, and the brightneſs. {till brighter? We 
meet with two ſuch deſcriptions in the elegy 


on Mr. Gouge. The Doctor repreſenting that 
great 


fa 


as 
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great pie ai ng n on our os death, 1 
ſays, 2 448 
Down to the We of the dead 


n 


With trembling joy our ſouls ae led, 9 4 mY 9 
The captives of his tongue: __ | 
There the dear Prince of light reclines his head | 8 
Darkneſs and ſhades among. PINTS OO : 1 | 
With pleaſing horror we ſurvex | .., cM 
The caverns of the tomb, | zY 
Where the belov'd Redeemer lay, 8 _ 
And ſhed a ſweet perfume. | i 1 
How cool and gentle are the numbers, ſuch _ bj 2 
as became the grave and death? Not ſuch | 1 
the next lines that deſeribe our Lord's reſur- wm: | 
rection. | | 1 wy 
Hark, the old earthquake roars again 3608 1 
In Gouge's voice, and breaks the chain „ 
Ot heavy death, and rends the tombs. 1 
The riſing God! he comes, he comes 1 0 1 
Wich throngs of waking ſaints, a long triumphing train. 
Do elevated conceptions of Deity conſtitute ml 
true devotion, and exprefſed with uncommon 1 
felicity and fervor, conſtitute the ſublimeſt 1 
poetry; what admirable inſtances of this kind 1 
may be produced from the Doctors writings ? 1 5 
Thus in the hn entitled, Cod exalted above A 1 


all praiſe, | | 18 
| Eternal pow'r ! whoſe high abode 1 
Becomes the grandeur of a God, _ kay 
Infinite lengths beyond the pounds | 1 
Where ſtars revolve their little rounds * 


"- * 2 * Ce 2 
do 2 atith 5 


| The 
Stars are here ſaid to 2 little rounds, and the 5 1 1 5 ; 
region where the Almighty dwells, is ſaid to be at infinite ES 
P 4 | | lengths 


Fes ts 


= 
A = - 2- £ 
0 = 
* — 2 > uh — N . Rr - — 2 ** PP — _ — — ny — * — — = 2 = E - — = * 7 ans * F 72 — —, — # an 2 os ger >. _ 8 wo bi he's J P 
f VVV N PPC —— . — > HG r N * 04 
8 2 3 1 3 oy Ae n „ r — ccc rr ̃ ee a — .... Gs PG et 5x - SACS 8 2 x 8 < — r . 
1 1 5 . * . 2 n — > - _ 4 » 
4 © 4 2 5 - 7 _ * > . - * 
: T N . a = 4 0 — 2 EI * — * * * "= . : — ä 3 : . * 6 . N , — > 
* EE r r 3 3 r . rn 5 * Fire . r * 3 * 2 9 
* 


216 +MEMOIRS OF 
The loweſt ſtep about thy feat 1 28972 
Riſes too high for Gabriels feet: e 
In vain the tall archangel tries rol] 


To reach thine height with-wondering eyes. 


And again in the om is inſcribed, 7 he Creator 


and creatures, wo s 


How ſhall affrighted mortals ws" 
To ſing thy glory or thy grace ? 


Beneath thy feet we lie fo far, 
And ſee but ſhadows of thy face. 


And once more what an elevated ſtanza is 


that in the Midnight elevation where the Doctor 


_ deſcribing heaven ſays, 


There ſouls releas'd from Earth's dark bondagelive; | 


My Reynolds there with Howe and Boyle are found, 

Nor time nor nature could their genius bound, 
And now they ſoar and now they dive 

In that unlimitable deep where thought itſelf is drown 4: 

They aid the ſeraphs as they ſing ; | 

Light, love, and joy from that immortal ſpring 

O'erflow the bleſſed millions with an endleſs ſtream., 

Amazing ſtate | Divine abode ! 


Where ſ pirits find their heaven, while they are loſt in God. 


3 8 hoes 5 Ts and 5 1 the Doctor, 
«© the diſtance of the ſtars is ſo prodigious and amazing, 


according to the exacteſt calculations of the new philo- 


„ ſophy, that if the motion of a ſpirit or glorified body 


were no ſwifter than that of a cannon-bullet they would 
* not get ſo far as the ſtars in a thouſangl ages; nor would 


*© the journey of ſo ſwift a traveller to any of the planets, 
% except the moon, coſt leſs than the labour of ſeveral 
«+ years.” Happineſs of ſeparate Spirits, $ 6. 
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Do ſacred and ſublime truths come more 
within our reach, and more forcibly ſtrike our 
minds under a material repreſentation, and in 
reference to the practice among men, how 
wonderfully has the Doctor ſucceeded in this po- 
etical beauty, when in his Ode on the Divine do- 
minion and decrees, ſpeaking of God, he ſays, 


Chain'd to his throne a volume lies 
With all the fates of men, 

With ev'ry angel's form and ſize 
Drawn by the eternal pen: 


His providence unfolds the book, 
And makes his counſels ſhine, 
Each opening leaf, and ev'ry ſtroke 

Fulfils ſome deep deſign: 


Here he exalts neglected worms 
To ſceptres and a crown, | 

Anon the following page he turns, 
And treads the monarch down. 


Not Gabriel aſks the reaſon why, 
Nor God the reaſon gives : 
Nor dares the favourite angel pry 
Between the folded leaves. 


Does the introduction of beings from the in- 
viſible world infuſe beauty and grandeur into 


our poetry? This embelliſhment often occurs 
in the Doctor's Lyrics. 


Obſerving a pious pair among the few i in the 
road to heaven, he ſays, 
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- Charin I law, and Fidea there z ot? 


1 ſaw them help each others flight, 48 7 


And bleſs them as W 
They ſoar beyond my lab'ring ſight, 
And leave their loads of mortal care, 
But not their love below. | | 
On heayen their home they fix their eh: TY 
The temple of their God: 
With morning incenſe up they riſe _ 
Sublime, and through the lower ſkies 
Spread the perfumes abroad. 


Acroſs the road a ſeraph flew, 

« Mark well, ſaid he, that happy pair; 

« Marriage helps devotion there,; 

« When kindred minds their God purſue 

They break with double vigour through 
The dull incumbent air. © 


The poem inſcribed to the Riglit-Honour- 
able John Lord Cutts at the ſiege of Namur en- 
titled The hardy ſoldier introduces the archangel 


Gabriel as ſaying, 


« O why is man ſo thoughtleſs grown? 
« Why guilty ſouls in haſte to die? 

« Venturing the leap to worlds unknown 
« Heedleſs to arms and blood they fly. 


Are lives but worth; a ſoldier's pay? 

„ Why will ye join ſuch wide extremes, 

« And ſtake immortal fouls in play. 

ce Ar deſp'rate chance, and bloody games ? | 


% Valour's a nobler turn of thought, 
c Whole pardon'd guilt forbids her fears, 
“ Calmly ſhe meets the dreadful ſhot, 
« Secure of life above the ſtars. 


8 | cc But 
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«© But Prenzydares eternal fate, 

« And ſpurn'd with Hondur's airy dreams, 

« Flies to attack th' Infernal gate, * 
“ And-force a paſſage to the flames ? 


Thus hoy' ring o'er Namuria's plains 

Sung heavenly love in Gabriel's form, 
Young Thraſo felt the moving ſtrains, 
And vow:;d to pray before the ſtorm. f 


Anon the thund' ring trum pet calls, 

& Vows art but wind *, the hero cries, 
Then ſwears by heaven, and ſcales the walls 
Drops in the ditch, deſpairs, and dies. 


The Doctor's long elegy to the dear memory 
as he expreſſes himſelf of his honoured friend 
Thomas Gumſton Eſq; is throughout full of gloom 
and melancholy, and ſorrow appears wrapped 
in the deepeſt ſables, and uttering the moſt 
bitter and hopeleſs wailings. It was proper 
the cloud ſhould be irradiated before the poem 
cloſed, and this the author has done by intro- 
ducing a ſpeech of Rapbael's in the following 
caſy happy, Wannen; o vin 


* In the firſt edition of the Lyric poems the ſpeech put 
into the mouth of the mad hero was, My vows be 
* damn'd.” An expreſſion moſt ſuitable to ſuch a charac- 
ter as the Doctor deſcribes, but as it might give an offence 
to pious minds, who might not ſufficiently obſerve that the 
ſpeech was not the Doctor's own, but put into the mouth 
of a profane fool- hardy finner, he exchanged it for Yowws 
are but wind,” and ſacrificed the energy of his verſe, 
oo he might not burt the feelings of the friends of re- 
gion. . . 
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One labour more, my muſe, the golden ſphere + » 
Seems to demand. See through the duſky air 
Downward it ſhines upon the riſing moon, 

And, as ſhe labours up to reach her noon, 

Purſues her orb with repercuſſive light, 

And ſtreaming gold repays the paler beams of night; 
But not one ray can reach the darkſome grave, 
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"> Or pierce the ſolid gloom which fills the cave 1 
6 j Where Gunſton dwells in death. Behold it flames 
| Like ſome, new meteor with diffuſive beams _ 
I; Through the mid-heaven, and overcomes the ſtars, RY 
| < Sov ſhines thy Gunfton's ſoul above the ſpheres” 
Raphael replies, and wipes away my tear s. 8e 
* We ſaw the fleſh fink down with cloſing eyes, oh 
& We heard thy grief ſhriek out, He dies, he dies:“ av 
« Miſtaken grief! to call the fleſh the friend! Dy 
«© On our fair wings did the bright youth aſcend, T 
«© All heaven embrac'd him with immortal love, h 
| % And ſung his welcome to the courts above; in 
. «© Gentle [thuriel led him round the ſkies ; 3 | 15 
lf e The buildings ſtruck him with immenſe ſurprize; 0 
1 * Tt ſpires all radiant, and the manſions bright, 3 
4 ce The roof high vaulted with etherial light; M. 
1 „Beauty and ſtrength on the tall bulwarks ſat Fle 
"0 << In heavenly diamond, and for every gate Ey 
* On golden hinges a broad ruby turns, 
1 < Guards off the foe, and as it moves it burns: A 
1 « Millions of glories reign through every part; Kr 
4 Infinite power, and uncreated art | an, 
. , e Stand here diſplay'd, and to the ſtranger ſhow "BOK 
1 How it outſhines the nobleſt ſeats below: 
4 «© The ſtranger fed his gazing pow'rs awhile 
fo 0 * 2 then with a regardleſs r Tau 
5 . Beyc 
4 + On the turret on the wy of the houſe and ſtill con- he. 
4 tinued there. e 
” f „ Glanc d a 
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« Glanc'd his eye downward through the cryſtal floor, 


« And took eternal leave of what he built before,” 
Now, fair Urania, leave the doleful ſtrain ; -- 
Raphael commands; aſſume thy joys again, 
In everlaſting numbers ſing and ſay, _ 
« Gunfton has mov'd his dwelling to the realms of day, 
WW Gunſton mY APE (RN . and give oY groans 
« away. >. * 1 8 | 


Are Per ſonifications, aids transformation of 
the qualities of the mind, or abſtract ideas, and 


general notions into perſons, noble elevations to 
our Poetry, the Doctor with a moſt happy ſucceſs 
avails himſelf of them ; e in hit e to 
Queen Anne, 


Thy ſounding arms his. Gallic patron + hears, 
And ſpeeds his flight, 757 overtakes his fears 
Till hard Deſpair wring from the tyrant's ſoul 
The iron tears out. Let thy frown controul 
Our angry jars at home, till Vrath ſubmit 
Her impious banners at thy ſacred feet; 


Flee theſe ſweet realms in thine auſpicious reign, 
Envy expire in rage, and Treaſon bite the chain. 


Mad Zeal and Phrenzy with their murd'rous train g 


Again, in the Elegiac ode on the death of 
Sir Thomas Abney, Knight and Alderman of Lon- 
don, and who had been its Mayor, we may ob- 
ſerve the like Perſoniſcations. 


»Twas heav'nly Viſdim, Zeal divine 
Taught him the balance and the ſword to hold; 
His looks with ſacred Fuſtice ſhine 
Beyond the ſcarlet honours or the wreathen gold. 


— — 


+ Lewis XIV. patron of the — 


Truth, 
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5 Truth, Freedom, Conrage, Prudence ſtood, > \ 42> 


4 


Attending, when he fill'd the ſolemn chair: 


Sp 


He knew no friendſhips, birth nor blood, 
Nor wealth, nor gay attire, while ctiminale were thete, 


£%'I 
La, 


But the largeſt conſtellation of e 


which occurs to my mind in the Doctor's odes 


is that in his Epitaph on Ring William III. 
Ve Sifter Aris of paint and verſe, 4 


Place Albion fainting) by his fide ; 


Her groans ariſing o'er the hearſe, 
And Belgia ſmking when he died. 


_ High o'er the grave Religian ſet 
In ſolemn gold, progounce the ground 
Sacred to bar unhallow'd feet, 

And plant her guardian Virtues round. 


Fair Liberty in ſables dreſs d - 

Write his lov'd name upon his urn 
« William, the ſcourge of tyrants paſt, 
« And awe of princes yet unborn.” 


A714 


Sweet Peace, his ſacred relics keep 

With olives blooming round his head, 
And ftretch thy wings acroſs the deep 
To bleſs the nations with the ſhade. - 


Stand on the pile, immortal Fame, 
Broad ftars adorn thy brighteſt robe, 
Thy thouſand voices ſound his name 
In filver accents round the globe. 


Flattery ſhall faint beneath the ſound, 
While hoary Truth inſpires the ſong, 

Envy grow pale and bite the ground, 
While Sander gnaws her forky tongue. 


Night 
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| Night and the Grave. remove your gloom, * 
Darkneſs becomes the vulgar dend, : 


But Ghry bids the royal tomb ad 
Diſdain the hotfors of 4 une: 64 b 


Glory with all her lamps ſhiall burn, 
And watch the Warrior'g lleepeng ela 
Tilt the laſt trumpet fouſe his urn 
To aid the triumphs of the day. 


There is a beauty which may be inſerted 
into our proſe, but wkick ſhines in poetry as 
its peculiar ſphere, a beauty which may be 
numbered among the diltinguithing glories of 
Homer, Virgil, and Milton, and which to an at- 
tentive reader is very conſpicuous: in the Horæ 
Lyrice,, I mean that of chooſing out words ac. 
commodated to the ſenſe, or the conveyance of 
the ideas of our verſe in the very ſounds of the 
numbers themſelves, Several examples of this 
kind ſhalt be produced: ery, sale 

In the Hymn entitled hs: 2 bunu 
are theſe lines: 28 2401 wat 

Black heavy thoughts, like mountains, a 

O'er my poor breaft with boding fears, 

And, ctuſhing hard my tortur'd ſoul, 

Wring through my eyes the . 


In the Hymn ſtyled The nge Balu 
are the following ſtanzas : _ 


Shout to the Lord, ye rang ſeas, 
.. your eternal roar ; 80 
Let wave to wave reſound his 5 
And ſhore reply to fhore : eat 


While 
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meaning are the verſes? 


And ſhoots my heart through with a filver ray. 
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While monſters ſporting on the And. 


In ſcaly ſilver ſhine, -/ : - 289g 
Speak terribly their Maker "apy 11 


And laſh the foaming brine. 


But gentler things ſhall tune his name 4 
Too ſofter notes than theſe 5 
Young Zephyrs breathing o'er the dream, 
Or whiſpering through the trees. 


kh 


In the ode inſcribed True eee howh ex- 


* 


Our headſtrong luſts like a young fiery horſe,” 
| Start, and flee raging in a violent courſe—— - 


WIS 


8 happily conſtructed is that verſe i in con- 
be to his W in 11 ode 1 W 


The cul urviading of life's tedious age?! 
The Hymn called the Law and cba ha 
theſe expreſſive lines: | 1 

Thus Sinai roars, and round the earth 
Thunder and fire and vengeance - Wi 


In his ode entitled, Breathing towards the 
heavenly country, how ſoft and ſuitable to their 


Its 
There glides the Wodan her ſhining Wo,” 


And in the poem upon the victory of the 
Poles over the Turks how correl} * are the 


numbers to the ſenſe? 1 
—Hideous 6 


— 


— Hideous noiſe 
From claſhing ſhields — the long ranks of war 
Clang'd horrible. 


Words adapted to both dark and; bright 
ideas are happily. mingled in the following 


lines, 


George is the name, that glorious ſtar ! 
Ye ſaw his ſplendors beaming far, 
Saw in the eaſt your joys ariſe 


When Anna ſunk in weſtern ſkies, / 


Emblems of tyranny and Rome, 
Portending blood and night to come. 
*'T was George diffus'd a vital ray 
And gave the dying nations day. 


Streaking the heav'ns with crimſon gloom, 


It may be further obſerved that not only the 
words themſelves that compoſe our verſes, but 


the uncommon meaſures of them may ſome- 


times moſt happily expreſs our ideas; a beauty 


which the Doctor ſeems not unfrequently to 


have ingrafted into his Poems. 

What think we of that long line in his ode 
inſcribed The law given at Sinai? Does it not 
admirably correſpond with the far extending 


ſounds of a burning mountain in the height of 
Its noiſe and terrors ? 


8 5 


tua ſhall be nam'd no more, 
Atna the torch of Sicily: 

Not half ſo high 

Her lightnings fly, 


Nor half ſo loud her thunders roar | ROW 


Croſs the Sicanian ſea to fright the Italian ſhore. 


= And 
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And in the ſame Poem, 


A thouſand guards before, and myriads in the rear. | 


Are we not detained . by the length of the 
verſe to view the numerous retinue of angels 
which accompanied the deſcent of the Almighty 
upon mount Sinai? | 

Again in the ode ſtyled The account balanced 
how happily extended is the laſt verſe of the 
ſtanza ? 


The pleaſing ſenſe of love ile 
Mix'd with the heart-ach may the pain beguile, 
And make a feeble fight 
Till ſorrows, like a gloomy deluge riſe, 
Then ev'ry ſmiling paſſion dies, 
And hope alone with wakeful eyes 


Darkling and ſolitary waits the ſlow- returning light, 


The protraction of the line admirably agrees 
with the tedious hours of expectation. before the 
arrival of the deſired mercy. 

One of the verſes in the elegy on Mr. Gun. 


ſton runs, , 

And the twonightly bears walk round and watch the pole, 
How well formed is the line to repreſent the 

ſlow progreſſion of theſe conſtellations ? | 
And- once more we meet with a like extended 

verſe in Mr. Gcuge's Elegy. 


With throngs of waking ſaints, a long triumphing train. 


Do we not ſee the ſaints paſſing, as it were, 
in diſtinct review before us? 


1 ſhall 


tie 
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I ſhall cloſe the inſtances of this kind with 
one more, that is not a little remarkable, and 
which muſt certainly be intended by the Doctor 
to correſpond as far as poſſible with the immea- 
ſurability of his ideas. It is in the line that 
concludes his Latin Ode to Mr. Pinhorne, 1 


A Vati fine limite numen et 
Immenſum ſine lege Deum numeri ſine lege ſonabunt. 


IN ENGLISH. 
In numbers moſt ſublime, and by no laws control'd, 


Thy praiſe, thou infinite Supreme, ſhall by the muſe be 
told, DL 


I cannot help adding that like augmenta- 
tions of the verſe are to be met with in other 
poets of the firſt reputation. 


Majeſtic months ſet out with him to their appointed race 


is a line of My. Dryden's in his tranſlation of 
the th paſtoral of Virgil, where the birth of an 
illuſtrious prince, who was to be the friend and 
deliverer of mankind, and the future glories 
and felicities of his reign are foretold in a gran- 
deur becoming the ſubject. 

And Mr. Pope ſometimes indulged himſelf in 
a like prolongation of his verſe. Thus in his 
ſacred paſtoral called The Mefftah he ſays, 


The ſmiling infant in his hand ſhall take 
The creſted baſiliſk, and ſpeckled ſnake, 
Pleas'd the green luſtre of his ſcales ſurvey, 


And with his forky tongue ſhall innocently play E: 
00-0 | Certainly 
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Certainly the poet intended by giving this un- 
common meaſure to the laſt line that we ſhould 
ſtand ſtill and gratify ourſelves with this pleaſ- 


ing and wonderful ſight the infant playing with 


the forky tongue of a ſerpent. However ] 
know not in any other manner to account for 
his introduction of this Alexandrine, and this not 
at the end but in the midſt of his poem. 

In Mr. Pope's tranſlation of Homer's account 
of Hector's forcing open one of the gates of the 
Grecian entrenchments by hurling a ſtone of 
prodigious ſize againſt it we find a line of the 
ſame uncommon length, deſigned it may be 
by the author to give us a full idea of the re- 


ſiſtleſs force with which the ſtone ſmote the 


gates and the noiſe it occaſioned by burſting 
chem aſunder. 


Thus arm'd before the folded ih he came 


Of maſly ſubſtance and ſtupendous frame, 
With iron bars and brazen hinges ftrong, 


On lofty beams of ſolid timber hung : 


Then thund'ring through the planks with forceful 


ſway | 
Drives the ſharp rock ; the ſolid beams give way, 
The folds are ſhatter'd;; from the crackling door 
Leap the reſounding bars, the flying hinges roar “. 


1 might quote another inſtance of this kind 
from the ſame celebrated favourite of the mules - 
in his tranſlation of Homer's deſcription of 


Siſyphus F heaving an huge ſtone with incre- - 


— 1 


Homers Thad, B. 12. ad ſinem. 


+ Homer's Oayſſty, B. 11. verſe 592. RJ 
dible 
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dible labour and ſweat to the top of a moun- 
tain, and then ſeeing all his toils in a moment 
defeated by its inſtantly running down to the 
bottom. ; 

] turn'd my eye, and as I turn'd ſurvey'd 

A mournful viſion, the Sihphian ſhade : 

With many a weary ſtep, and many a groan 

Up the high hill he heaves a huge round ſtone : 

The huge round ſtone, reſulting with a bound, 


Thunders impetuous down, and ſmokes along the 
ground. | 


tended to repreſent not only the rapidity of the 
ſtone trundling down the mountain, but to 
what a length it proceeded in its impetuous 
career before it ceaſed its motion. 

There is another beauty (at leaſt it has 


Poems, which I never met with in any poet be- 
ſides, ariſing not from the extraordinary di- 
menſions of the verſe, but from the Doctor's 
giving the idea of a kind of bounding velocity, 
if I may ſo call it, by making one line end 
with a word which in ſenſe is inſeparably con- 
nected with that which begins the next. That 
there was intention in thus forming the lines 
may be conjectured, if not abſolutely inferred 
from the manner in which the verſes are printed 
in a very early edition of the Horæ Lyrice, and 
which has been ſince continued. In the ode 


to dir John Hartopp imitated from Caſimire we 


meet with the following ſtanza, 


Q.3 Airy 


The longitude of the laſt verſe may be in- 


appeared ſo to me) obſervable in the Lyric - 
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Airy chance and iron fate 

Hurry and vex our mortal ſtate, 

And all the race of ills create: 

Now fiery joy, now ſullen grief 

Commands the reins of human life; 
The wheels impetuous roll. 

The harneſs'd hours, and minutes ftrive, 

And days with ſtretching pinions drive 
—down fiercely on the goal. 


Do we not by this artifice ſee our days reach- 
ing as per ſaltum, or by a ſudden headlong leap 
the goal to which their impetuous career ls 
driving 2 


Parr II. Containing a View of his Imitations of the 
Pſalms of David, his Hymns, and, his Send for 
Children, 


8 


BC” finiſhed our fi urvey of the Doctor. 
Lyrics and the poems in his Miſcellanies, 

I ſhall now proceed to his other poetical works, 
where we ſhall meet with the like beauties, 
though, by the deſigned abatements of language 
and reſtraint of his genius * ſomewhat ſofter 
in 


— 


* ec In ſome of the more . Pſalms, fays the Dor: 
* tor, I have given a little indulgence to my genius, and 
& if it ſhould appear that I have aimed at the ſublime, yet 
J have generally kept within the reach of an unlearned 
“ Reader. I never thought the art of ſublime writing 
« confiſted in flying out of fight, nor am I of the mind of 
* the Talian who ſaid Obſ/curity begets Greatneſs. 1 have 


de always avoided the language of the Poets, where it did 
3 . 
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in their colours, and not fo rich in their embroi- 
derv. I might from his Hymns, Pſalms, and Songs 
fer Children collect in a large and lovely variety 
Metaphors, Allegories, Periphraſes, Compariſons, 


22 „ 


« not ſuit the language of the goſpel. In many of theſe 
« compoſures I have juſt permitted my verſe to riſe above 
« a flat and indolent ſtyle, yet I hope it is every where 
« ſupported above the juſt contempt of the critics. Though 


« am ſenſible I have often ſubdued it below their efteem, 


a becauſe I would neither indulge any bold metaphors, 
% nor admit of hard words, nor tempt an ignorant wor- 
« ſhipper to ſing without underſtanding,” Preface to his 
Imitation of the Pſalms. 


In his Preface to his Hymns the Doctor ſpeaks in chk like 


manner concerning that poetical performanſe. The 


« whole book is written, ſays he, in four ſorts of metre, 


and fitted to the moſt common tunes. I have ſeldom 
permitted a ſtop in the middle of a line, and ſeldom left 
the end of a line without one— The metaphors are ge- 
« nerally ſunk to the level of vulgar capacities. I have 
aimed at eaſe of numbers and ſmoothneſs of ſound, and 
* endeavoured to make the ſenſe plain and obvious. If 


te the verſe appears ſo gentle and flowing as to incur the 


** cenſure of feebleneſs I may honeſtly affirm that ſome- 
* times it coſt me labour to make it ſo: ſome of the beau- 

© ties of poeſy are neglected, and ſome wilfully defaced. 
I have thrown out the lines that were too ſonorous, and 
have given an allay to my verſe leſt a more exalted turn 
of thought or language ſhould darken or diſturb the de- 
* vyotion.” As to the Doctor's Songs for Children they are 
drawn up in admirable condeſcenſion to their feeble capa- 
«Cities, and yet a rich vein of genius runs through them. 
Perhaps an equal inftance cannot be found in any Englih 
writings, or any others, where the eaſieſt and plaineſt lan- 
guage is accompanied with ſome of the fineſt ſtrokes, and 
brighteſt colours of poetry. 
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Then, while ye hear my heart-ſtrings break, 
How ſweet the minutes roll! 
A mortal paleneſs on iny cheek, 
And glory in my ſoul *, 


Not leſs beautiful 1 in the ſame view are the 


lines, 


I ſing my Saviour's wondrous death, 
He conquer'd when he fell; 

% *Tis finiſh'd,” ſaid his ding breath, 
And ſhook the gates of hell +. 
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lively and glowing Deſcriptions, Perſonifications, 
and the Correſpondencies between ſound and ſen- 
timent, but as I have taken ſuch a wide range 
among theſe excellencies of poetry, and ſtayed 
ſo long upon them, it may be proper to reſtrain 
myſelf. However I ſhall ſelect ſome inſtances 
of them from the above-mentiened poetical 
compoſures, and the rather as ſeveral of them 
belong to ſuch forms of ſpeech as have been 
hitherto unnoticed. ” 

Has the Contraſting ideas, or the Combina- 
tion of oppolite ſentiments and views of things 
in the ſame ſtanza a fine effect, and may it be 

numbered among the prime excellencies of 
poetry? We ſhall meet with examples of this 
kind in the Doctor's Hymns, and Pſalms. 
the deſcription of a ſaint dying in the joys of 
aſſurance, and with the anticipation of heaven 
in his ſoul, what a ſtriking oppoſition of ideas is 
there in the following lines ? 


kt. HR oo. co 


* Hymn xix, book j. 


Hymn exiv. book 2. 


an 
dr 
th 


lat 


thi 


ſay 


kN >a bas 
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And again, 
The Lord can clear the darkeſt ſkies, 
Can give us day for night, 


Make drops of ſacred forrow riſe 
To rivers of delight +. 


Are Apoſtropbes or ſudden turns of ſpeech to 


another perſon or object than what we were ad- 
dreſſing or deſcribing to be reckoned among 
the excellencies of compoſition, and particu- 


larly in poetry let me point out two inſtances of 
this kind in the Doctor's P/alms 2 

The verle, addreſſing itſelf to the Almighty 
ſays, 

Sun, moon, and ſtars convey thy praiſe, 

Round the whole earth, and never ſtand ; 


So when thy truth began its race, 
It touch'd and glanc'd on ev'ry land: 


Nor ſhall thy ſpreading goſpel reſt 

Till through the world thy truth has run, - 
Till Chrift has all the nations bleſt 

That ſee the light, or feel the ſun, 


Next follows the Apsſtrophe, 
Great Sun of righteouſneſs, ariſe, 
Bleſs the dark world with heavenly light ; 


Thy goſpel makes the ſimple wiſe, 
Thy laws are pure, thy judgments right 1. 


And again, 


The Lord! how abſolute he reigns! 
Let ev'ry angel bend his knee, | 
Sing of his love in heav'nly ftrains, 
And ſpeak how fierce his terrors be. 


— 


_— Sen 


+ Pſalm cxxvi, 1 Pſalm xix. 
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MEMOIRS OF • 
High on a throne his glories dwell, : 
An awful throne of ſhining bliſs. | 
The Apoſtrophe is in the next line. 
Fly through the world, O ſun, and tell 
How dark thy beams compar'd to his &. 
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Are deſcriptions in language adapted to the 
ſubjects among the prime beauties of poetry, 
what fine 1 of this kind may be . 
duced from the Pſalms ? 

Thy voice with terror in the ſound 

Through clouds and tempeſts broke; 


All heav'n in lightning ſhone around, 
And earth with thunder ſhook +. 


And again, 


Thus on the heavenly hills 

The ſaints are bleſt above, 

Where joy, like morning dew, diſtils, 
And all the air is love 3. 


How happily varied are the numbers accord- 
ingſto the change of the matter in P/alm xlvi? 


et mountains from their ſeats be hurl'd 
Down to the deep and buried there, 
Convulſions ſhake the ſolid world, 
Our faith ſhall never yield to fear. 
Loud may the troubled ocean roar 
In ſacred peace our ſouls abide, _ 
While ev'ry nation, ev'ry ſhore + 
Trembles, and dreads the ſwelling tide. 


** n 


i, 7 


* Pſalm cxlvut. + Pialm Ixxvii. part 2. 
t Pſalm cxxxiii. FD The 
ere 
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There is a ſtream, whoſe gentle flow 
Supplies the. city of our God; 

Life, love, and joy ſtill gliding through, 
And watering our divine abode, 


And the like beauty is obſervable in the 
148th Pſalm. 


Awake, ye tempeſts, and his fame 
In ſounds of dreadful praiſe declare, 
And the ſweet whiſper of his name 
Fill ev'ry gentler breeze of air. 


What natural and yet noble imagery do we 
meet with in the following ſtanza? © * 


Immortal life, and joys unknown : 
Are for the ſaints in darkneſs ſown ; 

The glorious ſeeds ſhall ſpring and riſe, 
And the bright harveſt bleſs our eyes 4. 


And the like in the verſes— 


Lord, I have made thy word my choice =” 
My laſting heritage : 

There ſhall my nobleſt pow'rs rejoice 
My warmeſt thoughts engage. 


I'll read the hiſt ries of thy love, 
And keep thy laws in ſight, : 
While through the promiſes I rove 
With ever freſh delight, 


*Tis a broad land of wealth unknown 
Where ſprings of life ariſe ; 

Seeds of immortal bliſs are ſown, 
And hidden glory lies +. 


r 


To 


1 Pſalm xcvii. 3d part. 
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To which we may add another inſtance, 


n — mig — 
E . a 
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j Above theſe heav*ns created rounds 
| Thy mercies Lord extend: 

11 Thy truth outlives the narrow bounds, 
4 Where time and nature end. 1 
3 From Thee, when creature-ſtreams run low, 

And mortal comforts die, 

Perpetual ſtreams of life ſhall flow, 
And raiſe our pleaſures high, 
Though all created light decay, 

And death cloſe up our eyes, p 
5 Thy preſence makes eternal day, 
1 Where clouds can never riſe +. 
481 ET 3 

7 What majeſty and animatidn are there in the 
4 ſtanzas ? po N 
il Hoſannah to the Prince of light, 

5 Who cloth'd himſelf in clay, e 

160 Enter'd the iron gates of death, h 

7" And tore the bars away. 
F | Death is no more the king of dread ſu 

I Since our Immanuel role ; 

by He took the tyrant's ſting away, 

Ta And ſpoil'd our helliſh foes, | 

4 See how the conqu'ror mounts aloft, 

91 And to his Father flies 

ay With ſcars of honour in his fleſh, 

1 And triumph in his eyes 1. tit 

* oy 11 15 5 

be | + Pſalm xxxvi. 1 Book ii. Hymn 76. | 
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Are Exclamations very conſiderable beauties 
in compoſition when properly introduced ? 
We ſhall find them not unſparingly, nor un- 
ſucceſsfully uſed by the Doctor, as after he had 


ſaid | 7 


This life's a dream, an empty ſhow, 
But the bright world to which I go 
Hath joys ſubſtantial and fincere, 


When ſhall I wake and find me there ? 


How beautiful is the Exclamation in the 2 
next ſtanza ? 


O glorious hour! O bleſt abode ! 

I ſhall be near and like my God, 
Andfleſh and fin no more controul 
The ſacred pleaſures of the ſoul *. 
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So again towards the cloſe of the hymn 
entitled The Characters of Chriſt after the verſe 
had gone over various characters of him bor- 
rowed from inanimate things in ſcripture how 
ſuitable is the Exclamation ? - 


* 
od a 
3 r 
f x" — — — 
. . 
— 82 W 
— — pay > _—_— 
22 <= a7} 
— > - 
28 2 — «- 


— 


2 

_ 

> 

1 

17 
* 
1 
bo 
4 _ 
Ki 
* 
1 3 
At 
7 
WW 


F 


O let me climb thoſe higher ſkies 

Where ſtorms and tempeſts never riſe ! 
There he diſplays his pow'rs abroad, 

And ſhines and reigns th'incarnate God +, 


And to mention no more of theſe Exclama- 
lions, though great numbers might be pointed 


tens, 


n=, 
2 * 


* Pſalm xvii. 


+ Firſt Book, Hymn 146. 
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out, how well introduced is that which con- 
cludes the following ſtanzas ? 


| Grace like an uncorrupted ſeed, 
Abides and reigns within: 


Immortal principles forbid / 
The ſons of God to fin. { 
Not by the terrors of a ſlave . 
Do they perform his will, 
But with the nobleſt pow'rs they have 
His ſweet commands fulfil. V 
They find acceſs at ev'ry hour 
To God within this veil : h 
Hence they derive a quick'ning pow'r, h 
And joys which never fail. . th 
O happy ſouls! O glorious ſtate : 
Of overflowing grace, : 
To dwell ſo near their Father's ſeat, th 
And ſee his lovely face +. : 
lt 
Is a Periphrafi when made uſe of to keep Pe 
from immediate view what would give pain or 
diſguſt in an _ repreſentation a beautiful 
figure of ſpeech ? May we not obſerve a very 
pleaſing example of this kind in the following 
| ſtanza, in which neither death, nor any of his 
glooms or diſtreſſes are ſo much as mentioned, 
but it is only ſaid, 
I 


+ Book i. Hymn 143. x 
How 
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How we ſhould fcorn theſe clothes of fleſh, 
Theſe fetters, and this load, 
And long for evening to undreſs 


That we may reſt with God g? 


And may not that Hymn entitled 4 Pro- 
ſpect of Heaven makes Death eaſy be con- 
fidered as a periphraſis by the help of a pleaſ- 
ing allegory or alluſion? The wilderneſs through 
which the Fews travelled before they arrived 
at Canaan is the preſent life; the river Jordan, 
which divided between them and the promiſed 
land, 1s Death ; the country of Canaan 1s the 
heavenly ſtate; and Moſes's view of the in- 
heritance of Jrael from the top of Piſgah is 
the proſpect by faith that the Chriſtian has 
of his heavenly reſt and home. How admir- 
ably are theſe ideas wrought up to make Death, 
that king of terrors, not only appear unfright- 
ful, but even to the faint deſirable? Perhaps 


the Doctor in this mn by the aid of the 


Periphraſis has even excelled himſelf. 


There is a land of pure delight, 
Where ſaints immortal reign: 

Infinite day excludes the night, 
And pleaſures baniſh pain. 


There everlaſting ſpring abides, 

And never-withering flow'rs: 
Death, like a narrow ſea, divides* 

This heav'nly land from ours. 


— — 


Second Book, Hymn 61. 
Book the ſecond, Hymn 66. 
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Sweet fields beyond-the ſwelling flood 
Stand dreſs'd in living green; | 


So to the Jews old Canaan food, 
While Jordan roll'd between. 


ww 


But tim*rous mortals ſtart and ſhrink 
To croſs this narrow ſea, | 
And linger. ſhivering on the brink, 


And fear to launch away. 
O!] eould we make theſe doubts remove, 
Theſe gloomy doubts that riſe, 


And fee the Canaan that we love 
With unbeclouded eyes! 


Could we but climb where Moſes ſtood, 
And view the landſcape o'er, 

Not Fordar's ſtreams, nor Death's cold flood 
Should fright us from the ſhore. 


Is a Climax, or the riſing of the ſenſe by 
degrees a figure of no ſmall glory, how well 1s 
the following wrought up by the Doctor? 


No bleeding bird, nor bleeding beaft, 
Nor hyſfop-branch, nor ſprinkling prieſt, 
Nor running brook, nor flood, nor ſea, 
Can waſh the diſmal ſtain * away +. 


The Polyſyndeton is a Rhetorical figure which 
abounds with conjunctive particles, and by 
that mean gives weight and ſolidity to our 
compoſitions. Fine examples of this figure 
may be met with in Dr. Watts's hymns. After 


— 


* Namely of fin repreſented in the former verſe as 4 

\ | Leproſy. = 
+ Pſalm li. part 2. 

: | T7 having 
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having gone over the characters of Chrift in 
ſcripture borrowed from inanimate te things he 
ſays ny 

Nor earth, nor ſea, nor 18 nor ſtars fe 

Nor heav'n his full reſemblance bears: ES 


His beauties we can never trace 
Till we behold him face to face t. 


And after two of the ſmootheſt lines which 


perhaps were ever written, and which in the 
| happieſt manner give us the very idea they 
were meant to convey two more are added 


to complete the ſtanza which contain a moſt 


beautiful Polyſyndeton. 


His own ſoft hand ſhall wipe the tears 
From ev'ry weeping eye, 

And pains, and groans, and griefs, 5 fears,. 
And death itſelf ſhall die g. 


I ſhall cloſe the enumeration of the poetical 
excellencies in the Doctor's hymns. and pſalms 
with two inſtances of Perſonification, or the 
transformation of attributes, or affections of 
the mind into perſons. 

The Penitent humbling himſelf b God 
for his ſins, and pleading his mercy cries out, 


Should ſudden vengeance ſeize my breath 
I muſt pronounce Thee juſt in death, 
And if my ſoul were ſent to hel! 
Thy righteous law approves it well. 


+ Book firſt, Hymn 146. © Book firſt, Hymn 21. 
„ x Then 
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Then follows. a viking" Pojenifectgn ba | 


hope. t 4 


Yet ſave a Seal 8 Lotd, 60 
Whoſe Hape, ſtill hov'ring round thy word, 
Would light on ſome ſweet promiſe there, 
Some ſure ſupport againſt deſpair +. 


3 


Conceive a bitd, ſuppoſe a dove, tired ih 
its flight, after having been long on the wing, 
or chaſed by an enemy, hovering in the air to 
diſcover ſome ſpot on which it may alight, 
and where it may find ſafety and reſt, and you 
will have the ground of the Perſanißcation. 
The other inſtance of this figure is the hymn 
which cloſes the third book which the Doctor 
has devoted to the celebration of the Lord's 
ſupper. The hymn. is entitled Divine Glorits 
and Graces, and in it both the firſt and the 
laſt are admirably perſonified. 2 . 


How are thy glories here diſplay'd, 
Great God, how bright they Mine, 
While at thy word we break the bread, 

And pour the flowing wine! 


Here thy revenging Fu/tice ſtands, 
And pleads its dreadful cauſe; 
Here ſaving Merey ſpreads her 22 255 | 
Like Jeſus on the croſs. 


Thy faints attend witli ex- ry grace | 
On this great ſacrifice, '. | 
And Love appears with cheerful - face, 3 
And Faith with fixed eyes, | 


i — 
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Our Hope in waiting poſture fits, 
JT o heav'n diretts her fight: 
Here ev'ry warmer Paſſjon meets 
And warmer iPaw'rs unite. 
Zeal and Revenge perform their part; 
And riſing fin deftroy; 
| Repentance comes with aking heart, 
Yet not forbids the joy. 


Dear Saviour, change our faith to fight, 
Let fin forever die, 
Then fall our ſouls be all delight, 
And ev'ry tear be dry, 
As to the Doctors ſongs for children, © tho? 
te he has endeavoured, as he expreſſes him- 
ce ſelf in the preface to them, to ſink the 
<« language to the level of a child's under- 
re ſtanding,” yet a rich vein of poetry, as we 
have already obſerved, runs through them, 
I ſhall only felect one inſtance, that of the 
compariſon of the Sun and a Chriſtian in the 
poem ſtyled 4 Summer Evening, a poem ſo 


fine that T once aſked the Doctor why he had 


not inſerted it in his Horæ Lyrice, to which 
he anſwered that it was not then written. 
1. | 
How fine has the day been! How bright Was the ſun? 
How lovely and joyful the courſe that he run, 5 
Though he roſe in a miſt, when his race he begun, 
And there follow'd ſome droppings of rain: 
But now the fair traveller's come to the weſt, 
His rays are all gold, and his beauties are beſt, 0 
He paints the ſkies gay as he ſinks to his reſt, 
And fozetels a bright riſing again. | 
"EM 5 
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Juſt ſuch is the Chirſtian. His courſe he begins, 
Like the ſun ina miſt, while he mourns for his ſins, 
And melts into tears: then he breaks out and ſhines, 
And travels his heav'nly way, | 
But when he comes nearer to finiſh his race, 
Like a fine ſetting ſun, he looks richer in grace, 
And gives a ſure hope at the end of his days 
Of riſing i in brighter array. 
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Such are the performances of this great 
man in verſe, and ſuch are the beauties which 
enrich and adorn them. How wide their dif- 
fuſion has been through the chriſtian world, 
and in what eſteem and honour. they have 
been and are ſtill held, their numerous editions, 
and the large, and ſucceſſive demands for them 
abundantly prove, and they will undoubtedly 
remain the unperiſhable monuments of his 
praiſe, Before I conclude this article I ſhall 

9 mention ſome particulars relating eſpecially to 
his Horæ Lyrice and his Hymns which may de- 
ſerve regard, and yet may have hitherto been 
unknown to moſt, if not all my readers. Many 

of the Lyric Poems, as has been already noticed, 

were written in 1694, when the Doctor was 
only twenty years old, and ſome of them bear 
even a prior date. In a courſe of time they 
increaſed till they amounted to a conſiderable 
number, which were printed (the firſt by way 
of the Doctor's publications) in 1706, when 
he was at the age of thirty-two. This collec- 
tion falls ſhort by about ſeventy poems inſerted 
; in 
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in the ſecond, and ſubſequent editions of his 
Hore Lyrice, but it contains ſeveral pieces 
which are not to be found there, particularly 
poetical verſions of the iſt, zd, 100dth, and 
1311t Pſalms, all of which now appear with 
ſome and in ſeyeral places; conſiderable altera- 
tions in his imitations of the Pſalms—the hun- 
dredth Pſalm in triſyllable feet +—and a ſacred 
ſong in the ſame meaſure entitled' The ſuffer- 
ings and glories of Cbriſt, which I ſhall 1225 my 
W 4 


I. 
[ long for a concert of heav'nly praiſe 
To Jeſus the God, the omnipotent Son; 
My verſe ſhould awake in harmonious lays 
Could it tell half the wonders which en has done; 


II. 
would ſing how he left his own palace of light, 
And robes made of glory which dreſs'd him above, 
Yet pleas'd with his j journey, and ſwift was his flight 
For he rode on the pinions of infinite love. 


"IE —_— * _ : ** * 


+ In this verſion there are two ſtanzas i 
have true poetical merit, 


: Twas God who gave life to our ſouls with a BEI 
He faſhion'd our clay to the figures of men, 

And, when we had ſtray'd to the regions of death, 
He reduc'd his own ſheep to his paſtures again. 


We enter his gates with ho/annahs and ſongs ; 

The arches reſound with the notes which we raiſe; , 
Thus while our devotions are paid with our tongues 
Thy temple adores by repeating thy praiſe, 
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Far down to the place of our diſtant abods 


He came, we adore him, to raiſe us on bigh; 
He came to atone the revenge of a God, 
And he took up a life to be able to die. 
h Foe IV. = 
All hell and its lions ſtood roaring around, 
His fleſh and his fpirit with Ante they tore; 
While worlds of (huge ) ſorrow lay preſſing die down, 
As vaſt as the burden of ſins which he bore. | 
[7 ORG 

Faſt bovnd in the chains of ie 43 
The infinite captive a priſoner lay; 
The infinite captive aroſe from the earth, 
And leapt to the hills of etherial day. 

+ VI. 
Then mention no more the wrath of a God 
Of the lions of hell and their roarings no more, 

ift up our eyes to his ſhining abode, | 
And our loudeſt Hoſannahs his name ſhall adore. _ - 

4 + WIE 

We crown the triumpher with th* honours he won : : 
Hoſannah through all the celeſtial groves! 
The God and the man ! How he fills up his throne | 


How he fits! How he ſhines ! How he looks! How he 


loves ! 
VIII. 
O happy, ye heav'ns, and happy, ye bills, | 
Where he treads with his feet, and diffuſes his grace, 
While mercy and majeſty, glories and ſmiles 
Play gently around the ſweet air of his face. 


- 


. — — 


t I have ventured to put in this word as the line would 


be incomplete without it, owing no doubt not to the Hechr, 
but t to the . 


IX. Among 


„ 
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| I. | 
Among a full choir of arehangels and ſongs 
The mighty Redeemer eternally reigns, 
And the ſound of his name from a million of tongues 


Flies o'er the bright mountains, and blefles the plains. 


This Song, not improbably becauſe the quick 
and airy meaſyre of the verſe. did not ſuit the 
divine grandeur of the ſubject, the Doctor left 
out in the ſubſequent editions of his Tyric 
Poems, but he has evidently collected the chief 
ideas of it, and converted them into an hyma | 
entitled Chrift's ſufferings and glories. | 


781 24. 
Now for a tune of lofty praiſe 
To great Jehwoab's equal ws”: 3 
Awake, my voice, in heavenly lays, 

Tell the loud wonders he hath done. 

Sing how he left the worlds of light, 
And the bright robes he wore above: 
How ſwift and joyful was his flight 
On wings of everlaſting love ? 

| II. 
Down to this baſe, an ſinful earth 
He came to raiſe our nature high; 
He came t'atane almighty wrath : 
Feſus the God was born to die. 

IV. 

Hell and its lions roar'd araund, 
His precious blood the monſters ſpilt, | 
While weighty ſorrows preſs'd him down, 
Large as the loads of al] our guilt. 

1 Book ii. Hymn 43. FO 
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Deep in the ſhades of gloomy death 
Th' almighty captive priſoner Jay, 
Th' almighty captive left the earth, 
And roſe to everlaſting day. | 
| | VI. 
| Lift up your eyes, ye Sons of light, 
Up to his throne of ſhining grace, 
See what immortal glories ſit 
2 the ſweet beauties of his face: - 


4 


Among a thouſand harps and ſongs. 
Jeſus the God exalted reigns, 

His ſacred name fills all their tongues, 
And echoes round the beav*nly plains. - 


After the tranſcription. of the above- ſong 
from the firſt edition of the Dofor's Lyric Poems, 
and this manifeſt converſion of it into an hymn, 
and this inſerted in the volume of his hymns, 
how ſtrange may it juſtly appear that the Rev. 

Mr. Toplady, a divine of the church of England 
lately deceaſed, ſhould, in his account of Dr: 
Watts publiſhed a few. years ſince under the 
title of Some outlines of his life, thus preface 
and afterwards give the world the ſong al- 
moſt word for word as it ſtands in the Dofor's 
Lyrics, printed 1706? e There is an hymn, 
« ſays Mr. Toplady of Dr. Watts, which, to 
(the bei ek my knowledge, has never yet 
ce appeared in print, and which ſeems from 
9 unfiniſhed ſtate in which he left it to 
“ have been one of the laſt products of his 
8 Pres pen. This. little poem, whoſe au- 

e thenticity 
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public the memoirs of deceaſed perſons, un- 
doubtedly ought to make themſelves acquaint- 
ed not only with their writings, but with the 
editions and dates of them, that they may be 
ſecured both from committing miſtakes them- 
ſelves and' from propagating their errors among 
mankind. If this had been done by Mr. Top- 
lady he would never have attributed the writing 
of a poem to the laſt æra of Dr. Watts's life 
which was evidently compoſed forty years be- 
fore his deceaſe, nor would he have given to 
the world as new what had actually been printed 
near half a century before. 

In the firſt edition of the Lyric Poems there is 
an epiſtle to the Doctor's ſiſters, S. and M. W. 
i. e. to Sarab and Mary Watts, which e in 
proſe, partly't in verſe runs thus, 
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e thenticity is unqueſtionable, and which, a- „ 
« midſt all its inaccuracies, is replete with , 2: : 
« heavenly. faith and poetic fire deſerves to 1 
«© emerge from its long obſcurity. Though 1 1 
ce capable of obvious correction and improve- 4 
« ment it ſhall be ſubmitted to the reader 1 
« verbatim, and without a ſingle alteration 2:15 
. exactly as it was communicated | to me.“ 1 
Perſons who attempt to communicate to the 1 
04 
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Dear Siſters, 
Read the love of my heart in the firſt line of 
my letter, and believe it. I am much con- 
* cerned to hear of my mother's continued weak- 


ag We take our ſhare of theſe painful diſ- 
orders 
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honour and love. I knew alſo that your hur- 


thereby, but we are daily leaving care and fin 


we arrive nearer to "the ſweet period of life a 


* * Ja 
. — PETERS 2 5 þ } —— 1 
* - A 5 b . 9 2 288 TY 
r : bf I 3 . — ; 
— . ip k — — * 4 Fe ASS . . 


Nor ſpend a tear upon them. Truſt me, . } 


To ſit too near your heart. Still may our ſouls 
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orders of nature which afſſict her whom we 


ries of buſineſs muſt be more than doubled 


behind us. The paſt temptations ſhall vex us 
no more. The months which are gone return 
not, and the ſorrows Which we hourly feel leſſen 
the deereed number. Every pulſe beats a 
moment of pain away, and thus by degrees 


trouble. alle dee 260 
Bear up, my gy ones, obs the Ming Hom 
Of a vain vexing world, tread down the cares, 


Thoſe ragged thorns which lie acroſs the road, 


The dew of eyes will make the briers gow 3 
Nor let the diſtant phantom of delight 

Too long allure your gaze, or ſwell your hope 
To dangerous ſize. If it approach your feet, 
And court your hand forbid the intruding ) Joy: 


Claim kindred with the ſkies, nor mix with duſt | 
Our better-born affections, leave the globe | 
A neft for worms, and haſten to our home, 

O there are gardens of th' immortal kind, 
Which orown the heavenly Eden's riſing hills 
With beauty and with ſweets. No lurking miſchief 
Dwells in the fruit, nor ſerpent twines the boughs; 
The branches bend laden with life and blifs / 

Ripe for the taſte, but *tis a ſteep aſcent; 
Hold faſt the golden chain“ let own from heav'n,, 


EC — 
| pol. The goſpel | 


Twill 
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„Twill help your feet and wings. I feel its force 
Draw upward : faſten'd to the pearly gate 


It guides the way unerring. Happy clue | 
Through ben derte wild * e wiſdom's nablel 


work, 
All join'd by pow” c ' divine, # and every link is en 
SISTERS, 


Accept the Fidden pied e Klan The | 


muſe is not awake every day. If ſhe has 2 
moment's releaſe from the lethargy, ſee is 
devoted of ſerve 400 pleaſe yon r. 
| June 15, 1704. 
1 wad inſerted” this epiltie into my work 
that it may be a witneſs. both to the DeZe's 
filial duty, and fraternal affection, and that 1 
might take the opportunity of ſhowing how 
much he enlarged theſe, verſes. in. the ſybſe- 
quent edition of his Zyric Poems, when, not 
improbably after the death of his ſiſter Mary, 
he thus addreſſes the ſame epiſtle to his ſiſter 
Sarub only under the name of Sariſſa, for 1 
take her to be the perſon intended. 


Bear up, Sarifſ, through the ruf ing Wande 
Of avain vexing world, tread down the cares, 
Thoſe ragged thorns which lie acroſs the road, 
Nor ſpend a teat upon them: Truſt the Muſe, - 972 
She ſings Experienc'd truth, this briny dew, 
This rain of eyes will make the briers grow. 
We travel through a deſert, and our feet 
Have meaſured a fair ſpace, and left behind 
A thouſand dangers, and a thouſand ſnares 
Well ſcap'd. Adieu, ye horrors of the dark, 
Ye finiſh'd labours, and ye tedious. toils 
Of days and hqurs : the twinge of real ſmart, 
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And the falſe terrors of i}[-boding dreams - 
Vaniſh together, be alike forgot, 
Forever blended in one common grave. | 
' | Fareivel, ye waxing, and ye waning moons,  - 
Which we have watch'd behind the flying clouds 
On night's dark hill, or fetting, or aſcending, 
Or in meridian height. Then ſilence reignd 
Oe'eer half the world; then ye beheld our tears, 
Ye witneſs'd our complaints, our kindred groans, 
Sad harmony, while with your beamy horns, 
Or richer orb ye ſilver d ofer the green 


Where trod our feet; and lent a feeble tight © "2? 


- 


To mourners. *: Now ye have fulfill'd your rounds, 


Thoſe hours are fled; farewel; Months that are gone 


Are gone for eyet, and have borne away 
Each his own load. Our woes and ſorrows paſt, 
Mountainous woes, {till leſſen as they fly 
Far off. So billows in a ſtormy ſea 
Wave after wave, a long ſucceſſion, roll 
Beyond the ken of fight. The failors ſafe 
Look far aſtern till they have loſt the ſtorm, _ 
And ſhout their boiſterous joys. A gentler Muſe 
Sings thy dear ſafety,” and commands thy cares 
To dark oblivion; buried deep in night 
Loſe them, Sariſſa, and aſſiſt my ſong. 
Awake thy voice; ſing how the ſlender line 

Of fate's immortal now divides the PAsr 
From all the future with eternal bars | 
Fosbidding a return. Fhe paft temptations | 
No more ſhall vex us. Every grief we feel 
Shortens the deftin'd number. Every pulfe 
Beats a ſharp moment of the pain away, 5 
And the laſt ſtroke will come. By ſwift degrees 
Time ſweeps us off, and we ſhall foon arrive 
At liſe's ſweet period. O celeſtial point, 2 
Which ends this n rk 1 


But 


"Bu. XEE WATTS. 

But if a glimpſe of light with flattering ray 
Break through the clouds of life, or wandering fire 
Amidſt the ſhades invite your doubtful feet, 
Beware the dancing meteor, Faithleſs guide, 
Which leads the lonely pilgrim wide aſtray yx 
To bogs, and fens, and pits, and certain death. 
Should vicious pleaſure take an angel-form, 
And at a diſtance riſe by flow degrees | 
Treacherous to wind herſelf into your heart, 
Stand firm aloof, nor let the gaudy phantom 

Too long allure your gaze. The juſt delight, 
That heay*n indulges lawful, muſt obey 

Superior pow'rs, nor tempt your thoughts too far 
In ſlavery to ſenſe, nor ſwell your hope 
To dangerous ſize. If it approach your feet, 

And court your hand forbid th'intruding joy 

To fit too near your heart. Still may our ſouls 
Claim kindred with the ſkies, nor mix with duſt 
Their better-born affections, leave the globe 

A neſt for worms, and haſten to our home. 

O there are gardens of th'immortal kind, 

Which crown the heav'nly Eden's riſing hills 
With beauty and with ſweets : nolurking miſchief 
Dwells in the fruit, nor ſerpent twines the boughs ; 
The branches bend laden with life and bliſs 
Ripe for the taſte, but *tis a ſteep aſcent, 
Hold faſt the golden chain“ let down from heav'n, 
Twill help your feet and wings. I feel its force 
Draw upwards: faſten'd to the pearly gate 
It guides the way unerring. - Happy clue 
Thro' this dark wild! Twas wiſdom's nobleſt work; 
All join'd by pow'r divine, and every link. is love. 


It has been obſerved in the account of the 
DoZor”s life, that he ſpent two years after he 


*The Goſpel.” 121 
had 


- 2 
1 4 14. 1 


fs: att 


* „ Y ; 3 3 x 4 
, a : . 8 2 4 ”" IC; 3 8 a £ 
4 Wy + — e Le = Er Hen 2-27.478 LIES 2 þ _ — 2 9 = => — — ä — — f 
2 Cs — A 2 — 2 ya —— — ns — —2 2 — den . — — 2 — : . 

* — - b * CF — yh So 2 — s ; 4 * =IC E 4 — <5 a & * 7 7 — y 
— , TOE LS. et Ia "ip g IEEE K n ard $2 — ES 8 OL. N == 

a Fay . 2 A — — 33 Mode TS ASE 2 =: +2 — ag og re eto 7 — 4 
rar es 9A IANS FS een ee Rt AS — — — — : — — : 


EW 


„ 
1 921 p 
$3.5 
3 8 . 
—— —— — — 


* 
. pn, 


| io ma. i. OT I vw tec oor et 
— * x 8 . A nA i a i” y 3 Bw IL 
| IR T > 0 I In fr ned, WP 

5 + VS 0 en * 4 J . 
* 5 wo * Tar 5 3 * Ny 109 4A v NS K * 4 
£ _ 5 . % , + 2 F 3 8 2 
5 = = 4 „rr. 2 „„ el EE... es oe rm => 7 * — 2 — — 
* 1 e % ESTES — — * 2 a — 4 * —— 

: Eg" N 2 | . > — . 
_ . — * 
— — — | 


— 
1 


— ̃ ———— — 


bo 


a i þ 
. S; 8 3 
r Et 
4 "» 1 
* . 
— 
— 


3 
e oi» 
ww. * * 1 
— e 
E * 


3 
A e 


e 
3 
— 


5 — 1 wart 2 Tx 2 E 17 1 239 2 — — 4.4 
- og : 8 . \ . — . = n = 3 * —— "x" Ay * — 1 2 — 7, d 1 2 2 2 
— — : _ * 2 * 8 2 — — 3 = (ASSET — — © ax 8 Chee * AJ" 3 <a —_ 9 
—— r 2 — 4 8 7 — = 6 . : \ [7 id PRO - I TC W-x; — r 1 ., "Rr \ l — 1 
_ j I” ay 5 — — 3 = r _ = 1 7 . , . 8 42 — 2 1 - - lh , 
>. | 1 2 318 7 — 8 — — IK by ae i coir © K 5 PRE p - i = a . -- g 7 
- — > . 5 m a 4 *D. 1 Kg r - = EIT 2 ny '# - — — 5 4 Kaas — . —_ 
— * r | = 1 8 IS —— 22 _— 6 a * ON on k | 6 oy — 1 : FEST 
— vets 4 7 7 h * - b * — 1 . 2 7 5 — 4 a N 
ow. - In _—_ 4 W 2 1 4 — 8 - - * o 
6 LY - _ 
s 4 — 


* 


— 


ee 


— 


= * 1 
een 
—. r 
* — „ 2 — 
5 


2 
Aye 5 


FTC 
wo 
— — 
* 


3 


e 
N N han 
F 


* 
„ 


rr 
— ::: ER tel _ . 
r — n 
r 
r 


— 


. ” A 
Ih red. re 
* 
. 3 >: n 
I tory thee aA 
Irene mn aac vere, 


r 4 8 : 
8 m pn 3 ; K " nnn 2 1 * 7 - of 2 

FP ͤ 0 Re UE SES ESR een AG 

bs — 2 , ph W ** We > _— 4 2 * 2's "Ws 

5 — 0 - = . - 3 e Bara 7 — Oe” ds; 8 


Fer b 


2 


1 - | 


4 
WI „„ 
3 12 
1 X 
2 2 Fn ASE 
- - 9 - by (V4 
: a . 
_ G " on” FR n * 2 


amen * 


32 IP be te, hat Sls RIBS PEE —— 7 AS, 5 23 
= n FI — - % 6a FRY * N „ = . 
N * ; N r 85 => pe > Ore > = as 
— 1 — Ig 3 "+ + - * 7 7 PA OO bs CEE COON = 
es hs 2 * een 
n ? 4 


> 0 I DEITY ws 
* Bio pier r . — 


HEPES 
— Het 
Nr 


250 | MEMOIRS OE 


had finiſhed his academicat ſtudies. at bis fa. 


ther's at Southampton, in Reading, Meditation, 


and Prayer, i. e. the years 1695 and 1696, 
the twenty-firſt and twenty-ſecond years of his 
a During this period he compoſed his 
hymns at leaſt great part of them; the riſe of 
which is too remarkable for me to paſs over 
in ſilence. Mr. Jobn Morgan, a miniſter of 
very reſpectable character now living at NRom- 


fey,  Hents, has ſent me the following in- 


formation. cc The occaſion of the Dodos 
<« hymns was this, as I had the account from his 


e worthy fellow-labourer and colleague, the 


« Rev. Mr. Price in whoſe family 1 dwelt 
te above fifty years ago. The hymns which 
cc were {ung at the diſſenting-meeting at Sonth- 
cc ampton were ſo little to the guſt of Mr. 
« Watts that he could not forbear complain- 
< ing of them to his father. The father bid 
ce him try what he could do to mend the mat⸗ 
« ter. He did, and had ſich ſucceſs in his 


ce firſt eſſay, that a ſecond hymn was earneſtly 


A 


c 


defired of him, and then a third, and fourth, 
cc Sc. till in proceſs of time there was uch 
ce a number of them as to make up a volume.” 
Let my reader reflect a moment what- a 

ſpirit of devotion, and what a bright genius 


the Doctor diſcovered at fuch an early ſeafon 


of life, at the moſt but twenty-two years of 
age as to compoſe at once ſuch pious and 


beautiful hymns on fuch a variety of ſubjects, 


and let him thence judge how well this excel- 
3 1 lent 


= 


der 


_ hwy 1 r 


S fro. „ MM tw .oc. 


ſo 
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lent man filled up his time at his father's, 
and how much noble improvement was con- 
tained in the dedication of two years to the 
purpoſes: of Reading, Maditation, and Prayer. 
Theſe Huus were not publiſhed till the year 
170%, as the Doctor thought it beſt, as he 
himſelf informed me, to ſend his Jyrie Poems 


firſt into the world, conſidering with himſelf 
it is not improbable, that if theſe were ar- 


cepted with mankind they would be in a fa- 
vourable diſpoſition to receive his hymns, but 


that if the brighter and beſt productions of his 


Muſe. in his Lyric Odes did not meet with ſuc- 


ceſs it might be prudent in him to withhold” | 


from the public a work in which, in conde- 
ſcenſion to the plaineſt capacities, he had pur- 
poſely reduced his poetry to a lower ſtrain. 
Thus the Yric Poems were firſt printed in 
1706, and the encouragement given to them 
(for a ſecond. edition appeared in 1709) no 
doubt determined the Doctor to venture his 
Hymns into the world, and accordingly they 
were publiſhed in the next year 1707. This 
edition including the ſeveral doxologies, and 
reckoning each one of them as an hymn, con- 
tains two hundred and twenty hymns, and has 
an eſſay annexed to it towards the improvement 
of pſalmody, or an Inquiry how the pſalms of 
David ought to be tranſlated into Chriſtian 
longs, and how lawful and neceſſary it is to 
compoſe other hymns according to the clearer 
revelations of the gol] pl for the uſe of the 

| chriſtian 
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> MAG as iis 5 
chriſtian church. A ſecond edition _ 


_ corrected and much enlarged, and fo indeed 
it is, ſome of the hymns in the firſt- [edition 
having been conſiderably altered, and an ac 
ceſſion of new hymns having deen made to it 


but the Doctor himſelf has given an account 


of the matter himſelf in what he ſtyles Advers 


tiſements e che anne e we 
run thus. e 


4 — T4; 


CRT Thee are erin: one and aa fife 
new Hymns added, and one or more ſuited 
to every theme, and ſubject in divinity 


them leſs uſeful, 
various" correftions in them, but have ets 
deavoured to avoid the ſame miſtakes in all 
the new compoſures. And whereas many 
of the former were too particularly adapted 
to ſpecial frames and feaſons of the chriſtian 
life, almoſt all which are added have a 


worſhipping congregation.” 


ford life and aſſiſtance to convert the biggelt 


&$ 7." " © ny 


in 1 709,” which is ſaid in the title- page to hg 


Having found by converſe with chriſtians | 
what words or lines in the former made 
'T have not only made _ 
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more general and extenſive ſenſe, and may ne 
be aſſumed and fung by __ perſons in = 


c II. About fourteen or fifteen P/alns which _ 
were tranſlated in the firſt edition are Jr_ 
out in this, becauſe 1 intend, if God aFa_ 


part of the book of Pſalms into ſpiritual _ 
ſongs for the uſe of chriſtians, yet the fam 
numbers are applied to the Hymns, that there ln 
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t may bb n 1 between the firſt and 


5 „4 ſecond editions.“ 


Theſe advertiſements are dated April 170g. 


* ; In a note of March 3, 1719. 20, the Doctor 


adds, «Since the ſixth edition of this book 
« (the. hymns) the author has finiſhed what 


« of David imitated in the language of the 
« New Teſtament, which the world ſeems to 
« have received with approbation by the ſale 
« of ſoine thouſands in a year's time *. 


(the reader will find thoſe Pſalms which were 
left out of all the later editions of theſe Hymns 
in their proper places. It is preſumed that 
book in conjunction with this may appear to 


© be ſuch a proviſion for pſalmody as to an- 
* ſwer moſt occaſions of the chriſtian's life; 


and, if an author's own opinion may be 
taken, he eſteems it the greateſt work that 


ever he has publiſhed, or ever hopes to do 
F for the uſe of the churches.” 

Thus have I taken a furvey of the DoFor's 
Writings in verſe, not merely conſidering 
em (of which there needs no other evidence 


ing their peculiar beauties, and diſtinctly 
bowing what gives them their eminence and 
orth. As to their uſefulneſs, or how con- 
cive they all are to the promotion of piety 
d virtue this is ſeen and confeſſed by all, 


— 


* His Palms were firſt printed in 1719. 
a 8 and 
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« he had ſo long promiſed, namely, the P/alms | 


There . 


ut their own) as fine compoſitions, but tra- 
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and I am very certain I ſhould ON: the 9 


timents of thouſands and ten thouſands were 
he ſtill living if I ſhould addreſs the verſes of 


| Mr. Prior to Dr. Sherlock on his Diſcourſe on 


Death to Dr. Watts on his poetical compo- 
ſures, at once including his Lyric Poems, R 


Hymns, and Songs for children. 


Thee youth ſhall ſtudy, and no more engage 

Their flattering wiſhes for uncertain age ; 

No more with fruitleſs care, and cheated ſtrife 
_ Chaſe fleeting pleaſure through this maze of life, 
Finding the wretched all they here can have 
But preſent food, and but a future grave; 

Each great as Philip's victor ſon ſhall view 

This abje& world, and weeping aſk a new. 

Decrepit age ſhall read thee, and confeſs 

Thy labours can aſſuage where medicines ceaſe, 

Shall bleſs thy words, their wounded ſouls relief, 

The drops that ſweeten the laſt dregs of life, 

Shall look to heav'n, and laugh at all beneath, _ 

Own riches gather'd trouble, fame a breath, _ 
And life an ill, whoſe only cure is death. | 

Thy even thoughts with ſo much plainneſs flow 

Their ſenſe untutor'd infancy may know, 

Yet to ſuch height is all that plainneſs wrought 

Wit may admire, and letter'd pride be taught: 

Eaſy in words thy ſtyle, in ſenſe ſublime 

On its bleſt ſteps each age and ſex may riſe, 

*Tis like the ladder in the Patriarch's dream, 

Its foot on earth, its height above the ſkies ; 

Diffus'd its virtue, boundleſs is its pow'r, 

*T'is public health, and univerſal cure, 

Of heav'nly Manna tis a ſecond feaſt, 

A nation's food, and all to ev'ry taſte. 


CHAP. 


Da. ISAAC WATTS, _ ay. 


6 + H A P. VIII. 
His Improvements on the Poetical Comp b 
S the Doctor was Wr eminent for his 


of others. 
A poetical powers, of which his hymns, his 
Imitation of the Pſalms of David, and his Lyric 
Poems are moſt honourable and permanent mo- 
numents, ſo he had a wonderful ability for 
enlarging and improving the poems of others. 
I can produce ſeveral inſtances of this kind, 
which will not only evince the truth of what 1 
ſay, but J am well perſuaded give entertain- 
ment to my readers. 

The firſt inſtance ſhall be that of Cafimire's 
Lyric Ode entitled Celebris Polonorum de Oſmano 
Turcarum victoria, prælio ad Chocimum f Da- 

cico, 
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| + Khochim, commonly written in the maps Choczyn, 13 
a city of Moldavia on the river Tyras or Neiſter, over 
againſt Kaminieck. The walls were repaired by the Turks 
after the battle of Hieraſus with the addition of more 
modern works ſo that it may be accounted the bulwark of 
the whole Turki/p empire againſt the Poles and Ruffans. 
Modern Univ. Hiſt. vol, xii. p. 451. It may not be* 
without its inſtruction and entertainment to give the reader 
a brief account of this battle which Caſmire has repre- 
ſented in ſuch glowing colours, and with ſo much glory 
* his countrymen the Poles. ** O/man the Turkiſh emperor, 
. that the chriſtian army was increaſed daily 
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cico, Anno Domini 1621, Quarto Non. Sept. 
commiſſo, parta. Galęſi Agricolæ Dacici cantus 
inducitur. I ſhall tranſcribe the poem itſelf 
from Caſimire, follow it with an Engliſh. 
verſion of my own, and afterwards inſert the 
Doctor's moſt excellent paraphraſe, if I may fo 
term it, leaving the. reader to trace out his 
moſt admirable improvements of his author 
either by conſulting Cafmire in the original or 
by peruſing my tranſiation, which, if it has no 
other merit in it, will convey the ſenſe of the 
ode with little or no addition. - 


. 
— 1 2 — 8 
— : „— 


* propoſed a general attack on their lines by the 28th. 
«© of September, and led his troops in perſon. The Jan 
«* ſaries began the attack by break of day, and fought 
«« with the moſt deſperate fury for twelve hours, freſh 
« troops conſtantly ſupplying the place of the fatigued, 
«© wounded, and ſlain. Ten times were the Turks re- 
« pulſed, and as often were they led back to the attack by 
ec their Baſhaws, who charged under the immediate eye 
* of the Sultan, and were ambitious of diſtinguiſhing 
<< themſelves. All their efforts were fruitleſs, the Poles 
cc were impenetrable, and the infidels were at laſt forced 
to ſound a retreat, after having loſt near 30,000 ſlain 
before the intrenchments. From the time the two 
« armies had firſt faced each other the different attacks 
« coſt the Sultan upwards of 60,000 lives, the bulk of 
«© whom conſiſted of Fan:/arzes, the flower of the army, 
« and the bulwark of the Orhman empire. Diſeaſe and 
«« famine co-operated with the ſword, and the Turkiſs 
ce army which conſiſted of $00,000 men was diminiſhed 
«« to half that number.“ Modern Univ. Hiſt, vol. xxxiv. 
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Dives 


- 


5 | 
Dives Galeſus, fertilis accola 
Galeſus Iſtri, dum ſua Dacicis 

Fatigat in campis aratra 85 
Et galeas, clypeoſq; paſſim, ac 


Magnorum acervos eruit oſſium; 
Vergente ſerum ſub ſole heſperum 
Feſſus reſediſſe, & ſolutos 

Non ſolito tenuiſſe cantu 


Fertur juvencos. Carpite, dum licet, 
Dum tuta vobis otia, carpite, 

Oblita jam vobis vireta 

Emeriti, mea cura, tauri, 


Victor Polonus dum poſità ſuper 

Reſpirat haſla, ſic etiam vigil 
Sævuſque. Pro quantis, Polone, 
Moldavici tegis arma campi 


Thracum ruinas ! Quas ego Biſtonum 
Hic cerno ſtrages? Quanta per avios 
Disjecta latè ſcuta colleis ? 
Quæ Getlcis vacua arma truncis ? 


Hac acer ibat Sarmata, (Thracibus 

Captivus olim nam memint puer) 
Hic ære ſquallenteis & auro 
Concanus explicuit catervas. 


Heu quanta vidi prælia, cum Dacis 

Conſertus haſtis campus, & horridi 
Collata tempeſtas Gradivi 
Ambiguis fluitaret armis. 


Suſpenſa paullùm ſubſtitit alitis 

Procella ferri, donec ahenea 
Hinc inde nubes ſulphurato 
Plurima detonuiſſet igni, 
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MEMOIRS OP 
Tum vero ſignis ſigna, viris viri, 
Dextræque dextris, et pedibus pedes, 
Et tela reſpondere telis, | 
Et clypeis clypei retundi. 


Non tanta campos grandine verberat 
Nivalis Arctos, non fragor Alpium 
Tantus, -renitenteis ab imo 
Cum violens agit auſter ornos, - 


Hinc quantus atque hinc impetus zreo. 

Defuſus imbri. Miſcet opus frequens 
Furorque, virtuſque, et perenni 
Immoritur brevis ira famæ. 


Diu ſupremam nutat in aleam 


Fortuna belli. Stat numeroſior 
Hinc Beſſus, hinc contra Polonus 
Exiguis metuendus alis. 


Sed quid Cydones, aut pavidi Dahæ, 

Molleſque campo cedere Concani, 
Quid Seres, averſoque pugnax 
Parthus equo, Cilicumque turmæ, 


Contra ſequacis pectora Sarmatæ 
Poſſent fugaces ? Hinc ruit impiger 
Polonus, hinc Lithuanus; atro 
Quale duplex ruit axe fulmen : 


Aut qualis alto ſe geminus jugo 

Devolvit amnis, raptaque cum ſuis 
Armenta ſilvis, atque aperto 
Precipitat nemora alto campo. 


Heu quale ſævus fulminat æneo 


Boruffus igni? Non ego Livonum 
Pugnas, & inconſulta vitæ 
Tranſierim tua, Ruſſe, ſigna. 
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Vobis fugaces vidi ego Biftonum | | 5 
Errare lunas, ſignaque barbaris LE ENG 3 
Derepta vexillis, et actam 
Retro equitum peditumque nubem. 
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Virtute pugnant non numero viri, 

Et una ſilvam ſæpius eruit 
Bipennis, & paucæ ſequuntur 
Innumeras aquilæ columbas. 


A 
ab + 


» 
— — 


— 


„ 25-7 
o * 


Heu quæ jacentiim ſtrata cadaverum, 
Qualemque vobis AÆdonii fuga | f 
Campum retexere? Hic Polonam 
Mordet adhuc Othomannus haſtam: 


Hic fuſus Emon: hic Arabum manus 
Confixa telis : hic Caracas jacet 
Conopeis ſubter Lechorum 
Non bene pollicitus minaci 


— ws 


Ccenam tyranno. Spes nimias Deus 

Plerumque fœdos ducit ad exitus, 
Ridetque gaudentem ſuperbum 
Immodicis dare vela votis. 
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Quo me canentem digna trahunt equis 75 
Non arma tauris ? Siſtite barbara EA 1 
Non hæc inurbana, cameœenæ, : 1 | 
Bella decet memorare buxo, | . 
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Majore quondam quz recinent tuba ky 
Seri nepotes; et mea jam ſuis | 

Aratra cum bubus reverti 7 
Præcipiti monet axe veſper, _ . 
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A literal Tranſlation of the Ode in Caſimire en. 

 titled-* The famous Viftory, obtained by the Poles 
& over Oſman the Emperor of the Turks in 
cc the Dacian battle at Choczim on the fourth of 
« the Nones of September in 1 Year of our 
ce Lord 1621.” 


| [Galefas, a Dacian farmer, is introduced as ſinging. 


Galeſus, a rich yeoman on the banks 
Where rolls the fruitful Danube, tir'd his ſhare - 
In ploughing o'er his grounds, which oft upturn'd 
Helmets, and ſhields, and heaps of mighty bones ; 
But, when the ſun hung ofer the weſtern main, 
Relaxing from his toils, as fame reports, 
And looſing from the yoke his weary bulls, 
He held them pleas'd with an unuſual ſong, 
My fellow-labourers, my delightful care, 
In ſafety now enjoy the ſweets of peace, 
And freed from labour at your pleaſure rove 
The ſmiling meads, and crop the flow'ry food 
So long untaſted, while upon his ſpear 
Leans the victorious Pole, but throws his eyes 
Watchful and fierce around, Brave countrymen, 
What ranks of Thracian enemies have fall'n 
By your reſiſtleſs ſwords? What carnage fill'd 
Moldavia's fields? What piles of bucklers ſtrow'd 
The pathleſs mountains? What huge armour lay 
Wide-ſcatter'd, of 1ahometan limbs deſpo:}'d ? 
Here the herce Sarmatans, (for while a boy 
In Turki/þ ſlavery I mark'd their dreſs) 
And here the Concanans in order rang'd 
Advanc'd all arm'd in radiant braſs and gold. 
O what a battle did theſe eyes ſurvey ? 

The ground was planted. thick with Dacian (| pears, 
on” And 


- 
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And the ſuſpended tempeſt of the war 
Stood frowning, doubtful where to bend its fall, 
Th' encounter of the ſword, all edge, all flame 
For ſlaughter, was reluctantly delay'd 
Till the deep - bellowing cannon had diſgorg'd 
Sulphurequs fires, and hurl'd deſtruction round: 
Then ſtandards mix with ſtandards, men with men 
And hands to hands, and feet to feet oppoſe, 
Darts claſh with darts, and ſhields with ſhields reſound. 
Furious the onſet, infinite th' uproar 
Of brazen deaths reciprocally ſent 
In flames and thunder round th' embattl'd field: : 
Louder the noiſe than when the rattling hail, 
Engender'd by the North-wind's freezing pow'rs, 
Laſhes the plains : not equal fragor fills 
The Alps, when from their ridges tow'ring high 
The ſouthern blaſts rend aſhes from their roots, 
And roll them down the rocks, The battle reigns 
In all its fierceſt terrors : boundleſs rage, 
Undaunted yalour deal their havoc round, 
And ſhort-liv'd wrath expires in mo fame. 
The ſcales of victory long uncertain hung 
To neither ſide inclin'd, Here ſtood the Turks 
In numbers far ſuperior, here the Poles | 
More formidable, though with ſmaller wings. 
But what the ſoft Oydonians? What the train 
Of timid Dahees £ What the Concanans 
Effeminate, too tender for the fight? 
Or what the Seres ? What the Parthians {kill'd 
Behind their backs to whirl the hoſtile dart 
As on their racing ſteeds they quit the plain ? 
What were Cilicians, what the Sarmatans, 
Before their foes, which hung upon their flight, 
And mow'd them down i in death ? Here the brave Poles, 
The Lithuanians brave ruſh'd on their foes, 
Reſiſtleſs as the thunder's double bolt 
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Launch'd from the burſting clouds, or like a flood 
Which in two torrents from ſome rocky ridge 
Rolls down its weight of waters, ſweeps away _ 
The grazing herds, and bears the ſtately woods 
In craſhing ruin headlong to the plain. 
The Pruſſians pointed with well-levell'd aim 
Their brazen tubes, and fulmin'd on the foes 
In thouſand flaming deaths. Livonia's ſons 
Bore in the battle a diſtinguiſhed ſhare, 
And ſhar'd the praiſe. Where Rufſia's'banners m__ 
Great actions were achiev'd, all reſolute 
And prodigal of life. The Turkiſh moons 
Now wander'd thro” the field, torn from their ſtaves 
Their ſtandards too were ſcatter'd through the air, 
And all the Ottoman cavalry and foot 
In ſhame and terror fled th* enſanguin'd field, 
An hideous ro Lege Valour not multitude 
Thus a ſingle axe 
Lays a whole foreſt level with the ground ; 
Thus a few eagles on reſounding wings 
Sail through the ſkies, and chaſe a thouſand doves. 
Soon as th' Edonian ſquadrons had withdrawn 
What a dire ſpectacle the plains diſclos'd ? 
What an extent of ground was cover'd o'er 
With ghaſtly bodies all outſtretch'd in death ? 
Here one Baſbatu lay welt'ring in his blood, 
And here another horrible to fight 
With rigid teeth ſtill bit the Poliſb ſpear ; 
While round their chiefs transfix d with darts were 
ſpread | 
Their flaughter'd ſoldiers. 8 Caracas 
Here lay a mangled corpſe expos'd and bare, 
His inauſpicious promiſe unfulfill'd 
Under his proud pavilion to regale 


At night the Su/tan with voluptuous fare. 
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Thus heav'n preſumptuous confidence confounds, 
And laughs to ſee vain mortals hoiſt the ſails 

Of tow'ring hopes, and never aſk its aid. 

But why ſhould I relate to plodding bulls 
Battles more fit for warlike horſe to hear? 

Or rather ceaſe, my barbarous muſe: the theme 
Is much too elevate for ruſtic Jays, | 
Poſterity theſe wonders ſhall reſound 

In ſongs of equal glory. See the night 
Advances, from the ſteep of heav'n deſcends 

The evening-ſtar on burning wheels, and gives 
The ſignal for the ploughmen and their teams 
To quit the fields, and ſeek their homes and reſt. 


Dr. Watts's paraphraſe and improvements 
are as follow : £ 


The celebrated Vifory of the Poles over Oſman 
the Turkiſh Emperor in the Dacian Battle 
tranſlated from Caſimire Book 4, Ode 4s" uit 
large additions *, 


Gador +, the old, the wealthy, and the ſtrong, 
Chearful in years (nor of the heroic muſe 
Unknowing 


I 4 


* Ca/imire was a very favourite poet with Dr. Watts, for 
thus he ſpeaks of him in his Preface to his Lyric Poems. 
„The imitations of that nobleſt Latin poet of modern 
e ages Cafemire Sarbiewſti of Poland would need no ex- 
cuſe did they but ariſe to the beauty of the original. I 
have often taken the freedom to add ten or twenty lines, 
* or to leave out as many that I might ſuit my ſong more 
eto my own deſign, or becauſe I ſaw it impoſſible to pre- 
s ſent the force, the fineneſs, and the fire of his expreſſion 


* in our language, There are a few copies herein I 
| «© borrowed 
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Unknowing nor unknown) held fair poſſeſſons 

Where flows the fruitful Danube. Seventy ſprings 
Smil'd 
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«© borrowed ſome hints from the ſame author without the 
mention of his name in the title.“ I have now in my 
ſtudy Caſimire's poems, in the quarto edition, the very book 
which was Dr. Watts's. At the head of the 29th ode of 
the fourth book, inſcribed 4d Eguites Polonos anno 1630, 
the Dockor has written, Carmen Sæculare Horatiano fub- 
limius, Even when the Doctor paſſes a cenſure upon ſome 
paſſages i in his poems he has done it in ſuch a manner as 
more than to compenſate it with his praiſes, as when he 
ſays, ſpeaking of our judgment upon books in his Firſt Part 
of the Improvement of the Mind, chap. 5. $ 10. You 
s ſhall hear Altiſins not only admire Cafimire of Poland in 
* his Lyrics as the utmoſt purity and perfection of Latin 


© poeſy, but he will allow nothing in him to be extraya- ' 


ce gant or faulty, and will vindicate every line. Nor can 
ce I much wonder at it when I have heard him pronounce 
& Lucan the beſt of the ancient Latins, and idolize his very 
% weakneſſes and miſtakes. I will readily acknowledge 
„ the odes of Caſimire to have more ſpirit and force, more 
«© magnificence and fire in them, and in twenty places ariſe 


& to more dignity and beauty than I could ever meet with 


«© in-any of our modern poets. Yet I am afraid to fay 
ee that Palla ſutilis } Luce, a robe flitched together of light, 
tc has dignity enough for the dreſs of the Almighty, lib. 4. 
6 ode 7. I. 37. or that the man of virtue, lib. 4. ode 3. 
* 1. 44. under the ruins of heaven and earth auill bear uf the 
* fragments of the Falling world with a comely wound on his 
15 Tee 8 


te ruenti 
Subjiciens ſua colla cœlo 
Mundum decoro vulnere fulciet; 
Interque celi fragmina 


* 


« Yet I muſt needs confeſs alſo that *tis hardly poſſible a " 3 


* man. ſhould riſe to ſo exalted and ſublime a vein of 
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gmil'd on his ſeed, and ſeventy harveſt-moons 
Fill'd his wide granaries with autumnal joy. 
Still he reſum'd his toils, and fame reports, 
While he broke up new ground, and tir'd his gs” 
In graſſy furrows, the torn earth diſclos'd * 
Helmets and ſwords, bright furniture of war 
Sleeping in duſt, and heaps of mighty bones. 

The ſun deſcending to the weſtern deep 

Bid him lie down and reſt 3 he loos'd the yoke, 

Vet held his wearied oxen from their food 

With charming numbers and uncommon ſong. 

Go, fellow labourers, you may rove ſecure 

Or feed beſide me; taſte the greens and boughs 
That you have long forgot, crop the ſweet herb, 
And graze in ſafety, while the victor Pole | 
Leans on his ſpear and breathes, yet ſtill his eye 
Jealous and fierce, How large, old ſoldier, ſay 
How fair an harveſt of the ſlaughter'd Turks 

Strew'd the Mdaldavian fields? What mighty piles 
Of vaſt deſtruction and of Thracian dead 

Fill and amaze my eyes ? Broad bucklers he, 

A vain defence, ſpread o'er the pathleſs hills, 

And coats of ſcaly ſteel, and hard habergeon 
Deep-bruis'd, and empty of Mahometan limbs. 

This the fierce Saracen wore, for when a boy 

I was their captive and remind their dreſs, 
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« poeſy as Caſmire, who is not in danger now and then 
* of ſuch extravagancies, but ſtill they ſhould not be ad- 


% mired, or defended, if we pretend to paſs a juſt judg- 


ment on the writings of the greateſt men.” What en- 
comium is here? The Doctor only ſays that there are ſpots 
in the ſun. 


+ The Doctor has happily changed the name Gale/us in 


Caſimire to that of Gador, which has a ſound in it not ill 


adapted to an inhabitant of Dacia. N 
5 Here 


2 
Us 
$0.5 þ 
4 $4 
* 
11 ' 
4 Sh 4: 
41.00: 
LET] 
t we = 
Ir 
* Inu, 
* 14 
1 
: . 
; Mr 
y 2 
0 
a 
$ 
4. 


—— — 
— 


3 


— W 
1 22 4 & 
ar ht add . 
N N 
212 — . s 


r 2 
"1 Wa I? „ on 
, 0418 ihr Sn r 


1 
1 
e 
„„ 
r 
111 
_ 
* £ ET 
NM; 
"0 Fo 1 
br 
3 : 
5 81 
1 
„ 
rw n 
„ 
q! 1 1 
4. al \ 
Il 8 
l 
AR 
5 
* 5 78 
I. 
2 ">, 2 1 * 
8 
* 04 
1 
EE. * # 
. 
. 
"= MH 
" ASH 
. * 
1 
5 1 
4.44 *; ; 
F 8 Eh 
— ”w © 
3 
Ie 
« 
* 
1 


— 


CFCCFCCCCõõͤĩ˙7*W»w SCENIC Cos: 


Et? 


* þ CO ig oat Ke THe — —— nen Wer 
Dee a ES 


aa WO 
er eee 
— — 


1 WAR - 


* Pg ' 
7 * . © Bd. G Kd v5 * 8 
redn £ 
EO ne ES ht. N 1 


a 
Y 
5 
. 4 4 Bo 34: * 
8 * 
_ 
— 28 X REY — 44 Wy as — 
. — ᷑ — —-— — — — — _ —Oa © 1 
8 G 3 -- ij ö 
1 * (+ thn « 
FI * A bs 5 SP” 
* „ Og 3 * 


0 r ms — an 2 — 5 
— — lh AA . 
- 
y * 


yz”. 


Dr 
© 70 * De 
5 — 1 1 


„reer 
w 4 a rn 
— 2 


„* 
22 — 
"I 


270 MEM OIRS OF 
Here the Polonians dreadful march'd along 
In auguſt port and regular array 
Led on to conqueſt : here the Turk; chief 
Preſumptuous trod, and in rude order rang'd 
His long battalions, while his populous towns 
Pour'd out freſh troops perpetual, dreſt in arms, 
Horrent in mail, and gay in ſpangled pride. © 
O the dire image of the bloody fight 
Theſe eyes have ſeen, when the capacious plain | 
Was throng'd with Dacian ſpears, when poliſh'd helm, 
And convex gold blaz'd thick againſt. the ſun | 
Reftoring all his beams, but frowning war 
All gloomy, like a gather'd tempeſt, ſtood. 
Wavering and doubtful where to bend its fall“ 
The ſtorm of miſſive ſteel delay'd awhile 
By wiſe command : fledg'd arrows on the nerve, 
And ſcymeter and ſabre bore the ſheath 
Reluctant, till the hollow brazen clouds 
Had bellow'd from each quarter of the field E 
Loud thunder, and diſgorg'd their ſulphurous fire; 
Then banners wav'd, and arms were mix'd with arms, 
Then javelins anſwer'd javelins as they fled, 
For both fled hiſſing death. With adverſe edge 
The crooked falchions met, and hideous noiſe 
From claſhing ſhields through the long ranks of war 
Clang'd horrible. A thouſand iron ſtorms | 
Roar ark, and in harſh confuſion drown 
The trumpet's ſilver found. O rude effort 
Of harmony ! Not all the frozen ſtores 
Of the cold North, when pour'd in rattling hail, 
Laſh with ſuch madneſs the Norwegian plains, 
Or ſo torment the ear: ſcarce ſounds ſo far 
The direful fragor, when ſome ſouthern blaſt. 
Tears from the Achs a ridge of knotty oaks 
Deep-fang'd and ancient tenants of the rock: 


The maſſy fragment many a rood in length 
4 With 
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With hideous craſh rolls down the rugged cliff 
Reſiſtleſs, plunging in the ſubject lake | 

Camo or Lugaine, th' afflicted waters roar, 

And various thunder all the valley fills : 

Such was the noiſe of war ! The troubled air 
Complains aloud, and propagates the din 

To neighbouring regions; rocks and lofty hills 

Beat the impetuous echoes round the ſky. 

Uproar, revenge, and rage, and hate appear 
In all their murderous: forms, and flame, and blood, 
And ſweat, and duſt array the broad campaign 
In horror ; haſty feet, and ſparkling eyes, 

And all the ſavage paſſions of the foul 

Engage in the warm buſineſs of the day. 

Here mingling hands, but with no friendly gripe, 

Join in the fight, and breaſts in cloſe embrace, 

But mortal as the iron arms of death : 

Here words auſtere of perilous command, 

And valour ſwift t obey ; bold feats of arms, 
Dreadful to ſee and glorious to relate, 

Shine through the field with.more ſurprizing beigen | 
Than glitt'ring helms or ſpears. What loud applauſe, 
Beſt meed of warlike toil, what manly ſhouts, 

And yells unmanly through the battle ring, 

And ſudden wrath dies into endleſs fame ? 

Long did the fate of war hang dubious. Here 
Stood the more numerous Turi, the valiant Pole 
Fought here, more dreadful, though with leſſer wings. 

But what the Dahees, or the coward ſoul 
Of a Cydonian 2 What the fearful crouds 
Of baſe C:licians *ſcaping from the laughter, 

Or Parthian beaſts with all their racing riders, 
What could they mean againſt the intrepid breaſt 
Of the purſuing foe ? Th' impetuous Poles 

Ruſh here, and here the Lithuanian horſe 

Drive down upon them like a double bolt 
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Of kindled thunder raging through the ſky 

On ſounding wheels ! Or as ſome mighty 400d 
Rolls his two torrents down a dreadful ſteep 
Precipitant, and bears along the ſtream 

Rocks, woods, and trees with all the grazing herds, 
And tumbles lofty foreſts to the plain. 

The bold Borufian ſmoking from afar 
Moves like a tempeſt in a duſky cloud, 

And imitates th' artillery of heav'n, 

The lightning and the roar, Amazing ſcene ! 
What ſhow'rs of mortal hail |! What flaky fires 
Burſt from the darkneſs, while their cohorts fim 
Met the like thunder and an equal ſtorm 
From hoſtile troops but with a braver mind ! 
Undaunted boſoms tempt the edge of war, 
And ruſh on the ſharp point, while baleful miſchiefsy 
Deaths, and bright dangers flew acroſs the field 
Thick and continual, and a thouſand fouls 
Fled murmuring through their wounds. I ſtood afoul] 
For *twas unſafe to come within the wind 
Of Ruſſian banners, when with whizzing found, 
Eager of glory, and profuſe of life, 
They bore down fearleſs on the charging foes, 
And drove them backward. Then the Tarkiſh moons * 
Wander'd in diſarray. A dark eclipſe 
Hung on the ſilver creſcent boding night, 
Long night, to all her ſons ; at length difrob'd 
The ſtandards fell, the barbarous enſigns torn 
Fled with the wind, the ſport of angry heav'n, 
And a large cloud of infantry and horſe | 
Scatt'ring in wild diforder ſpread the plain. 

Not noiſe, nor number, nor the brawny limb 

Nor high built ſize es Tis e a 6 
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The Turkiſb ſtandards are neben by the figure 
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*Tis courage conquers. © So whole foreſts fall; 
A ſpacious ruin, by one ſingle a, 
And ſteel well-ſharpen'd ; ſo a generous pair 
Of young-wing'd eaglets fright a thouſand doves. 

Vaſt was the ſlaughter, and the flow'ry green 
Drank deep of flowing erimſon. Veteran bands 
Here made their laſt campaign. Here haughty chiefs 
Stretch'd on the bed of purple honour lie . 
Supine, nor dream of battle's hard event, 
Oppreſs'd with iron ſlumbers and long night: 
Their ghoſts indignant to the nether world 
Fled but attended well, for at their ſide 
Some faithful Fanizaries ftrew'd the field 
Fall'n in juſt ranks or wedges, lunes or ſquares, 
Firm as they ſtood ; to the VWarſovian troops 
A nobler toil and triumph worth their fight. 
But the broad ſabre and keen poll-ax flew 
With ſpeedy terror through the feebler herd, 
And made rude havoc and irregular ſpoil ' 
Among the vulgar bands which own'd the name 
Of Mahomet. The wild Arabians fled 
In ſwift affright a thouſand different ways 
Through brakes and thorns, and climb'd the ctaggy 

mountains 

Bellowing, yet haſty fate o'ertook the cry, 
And Poliſb hunters clave the tim'rous deer. 

Thus the dire proſpect diſtant fill'd my ſoul 
With awe, till the laſt relics of the war 
The thin Edonians flying had diſclos'd 
The ghaſtly plain : I took a nearer view 
Unſcemly to the fight, nor to the ſmell _ > 
Grateful. What loads of mangled fleſh and limbs, 
A diſmal carnage, bath'd in reeking gore 
Lay weltring on the ground, while flitting life 
Convuls'd the a ill hiv? ring, nor had loſt 
All taſte of pain ! Here an old Thracian lies 
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Deform'd with years and ſcars, and groans afoud 
Torn with freſh wounds, but inward vitals firm 
Forbid the ſoul's remove, and chain it down 


By the hard laws of nature to ſuſtain 


Long torment ; his wild eye-balls roll, his teeth 

Gnaſhing with anguiſh, chide his ling'ring fate: 

Emblazon'd armour ſpoke his high command 

Among the neighbouring dead ; they round their Lord 

Lay proſtrate ; ſome in flight ignobly ſlain, 

Some to the ſkies their faces upwards turn d 

Still brave, and proud to die ſo near their prince. 
I mov'd not far, and lo at manly length * 

Two beauteous youths of richeſt Orioman blood 

Extended on the field, in friendſhip join'd, 

Nor fate divides them : hardy warriors both, 


Both faithful, drown'd in ſhow'rs of darts they fell 


Each with his ſhield ſpread o'er his Tover's heart, 

In vain, for on thoſe orbs of friendly braſs 

Stood groves of javelins. Some, alas, too deep 
Were planted there, and through their lovely boſoms 
Made painful avenues for cruel death. 

O my dear native land, forgive the tear 

1 dropt on their wan cheeks, when ſtrong compaſſion 
Pour'd from my melting eyes the briny dew, 

And paid a ſacrifice to hoſtile virtue: 

Dacia, forgive the ſigh that wiſh'd the ſouls 

Of thoſe fair infidels ſome humble place : 
Among the bleſt. © Sleep, ſleep, ye hapleſs pair, 
00 Gently, I-cry'd, worthy of better fate 

« And better faith,” Hard by the general lay 

Of Seren dene a grizly form 


1 81 133 _ — 


— 


* This tender affecting ſcene of the Ottoman youths is | 
the entire invention of Dr. Watts. He has run the deſcrip- 
tion into almoſt twenty lines, and they are in my opinion 


full of nature and poetry. 
Breathleſs, 
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Breathleſs, yet pride ſat pale upon his front 

In diſappointment, with a ſurly brow 

Low ring in death, and vex'd: his rigid jaws 
Foaming with blood bite hard the Poliſb ſpear: 

In that dread viſage my remembrance reads 

Raſh Caracas. In vain the boaſting flave 
Promis'd, and ſooth'd the Sultan threat ning fierce 
With royal ſuppers, and triumphant fare 

Spread wide beneath Marſcvian ſilk and gold. 

See on the naked ground all cold he lies 


Beneath the damp wide covering of the air, 
Forgetful of his word. How heav'n confounds 


Inſulting hopes, with what an awful ſmile 
Laughs at the proud, who looſen all the reins 
To their unbounded wiſhes, and leads on 
Their blind ambition to a ſhameful end 1, 

But whither am I borne ? This thought of arms 
Fires me in vain to ſing to ſenſeleſs bulls 
What generous horſe ſhould hear. Break off, my ſong, 
My barbarous muſe be ſtill. Immortal deeds 
Muſt not be thus prophan'd in ruſtic verſe : 
The martial trumpet, and the following age, 
And growing fame ſhall loud rehearſe the fight 
In ſounds of glory. Lo, the evening ftar 
Shines o'er the weſtern hill. My oxen, come, 
The well-known ſtar invites the labourer home. 


Having laid before my readers, if I miſ- 
take not, a bright ſpecimen of Dr. Walis's ta- 
lents in enlarging and adorning the poetical 
compoſures of others in his happy improve- 
ments of the above recited ode of Caſimire, 
I ſhall produce another example of the ſame 
kind in which he appears to have beſtowed 
ſome noble decorations upon a very fine poem 


by another hand. 1 
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An ode was publiſhed in the time of 2 
Ann by S. Cobh M. A. entitled the Female 
Reign alluding to Horace B. iv. Od. 14, at- 


tempted in the ſtyle of Pindar occaſioned by 


the wonderful ſucceſs of her majeſty's arms, 
and her allies. This poem, ſays the Doctor, 
«© (in a note on the title-page of the copy 
© he himſelf gave me not many years before 
« his death with his emendations) in my 
&© opinion is the trueſt and beſt Pindaric I 


La) 


c ever read, yet I thought ſome parts of it 


ce were capable of improvement, J have there- 
« fore taken ſome pains, and much liberty 
ce with it to form it entirely to my taſte.” 
The ode with the DoZor's alterations inſerted 
into it I ſhall preſent to the public, and the 


original words of Mr. Cobb are placed at the 


foot of every ſtanza, the altered lines of which 
are marked, 1 S969 
; | 

What can the Britifh ſenate give 

To make the name of Anna live? 

* By future kings and ſhepherds ſung, 

The labour and, the joy of every grateful tongue. 

Can faithful regiſters or rbyme 

In charming eloquerice, or ſprightly wit, E 

'The wonders of her reign tranſmit 8 


To th' unborn children of ſucceeding time? 
Can Painter's oil, or Statuary's art 


Eternity to her impart ? 
3 No: theſe are all but empty things: 


Let titled ſtatues, marble honours, riſe “ 
X Inſcrib'd 


* 


"= 
3 
het? = 


DR. ISAAC WA 545 8. 278” 2 : 
Inſeribꝰd to pride and ſwell'd with lies, + | 544.8 
When flatt' ry pays her ſacrifice “ 10 
To lawleſs Neros, or Bourbonian kings: 8 

True Virtue to her kindred ſtars aſpires, 1 
Does all our pomp of ſtone and verſe ſurpaſs, by 12 
And, mingling with ætherial fires, 7 
No uſeleſs ornament requires % 
From ſpeaking colours, or from breathing braſs, ZE 
* By future people to be ſung, * [ 1 16 

* The labour of each grateful tongue. 790 

3 No. Titled flatues are but empty things : . 1 
* Inſcrib'd to royal vanity, | Fa ö 

The 1 0 of flattery. 5 
II. 1 
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Greateſt of princes | | where the wandring ſun 
Does o'er earth's habitable regions roll, 
And ſees thy race of glory run | 
With ſwiftneſs equal to his ) n 14 
From th' eaſtern barriers to the weſtern goal, 11 | 
'Thee on the banks of Flandrian Scaldis ſings i 193 
The jocund ſwain, releas'd from Gallic fear, | 5 
Thee the repeating banks, thee every valley rings, 
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And ſmiling meadows hear. th 
The Gaul, untaught to bear the flames 3g? 
Of men who drink the Tweed or Thames, FM 
From the Britannic valour flies, Si +1 I 
No longer able to withſtand «al | 6 
The thunderbolt launch'd by a female hand, "Tt 
Or lightning darted from her eyes.. 1 55 


* The Engliſh voice unus'd to hear.” Omitted, bY” 
s Inſerted. i 
7 Of thoſe who drink the Maeſe or Thames. 
Me III. 
What treble ruin pious Anna brings 
On. falſe Electors, perjur'd Kings, | 
T3. Let 
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Let the twice fugitive Bavarian tell, 


Who from his airy hope of better tate 


By luſt of ſway, irregularly great, 
Like an apoſtate angel, fell. 
He, by imperial favour rais'd, 
In higheſt rank of glory blaz'd; 
And had till now unrival'd ſhone: 


More than a King, contented with his own : 


But Lucifer's bold ſteps he trod, 

Who durſt aſſault the throne of Gop, 
And for contended realms of blifsful light 

Gain'd the ſad privilege to be 

'The firſt in ſolid miſery, 
Monarch of hell, and woes, and vndichs night. 

Corruption of the beſt is worſt, 
And foul ambition, like an evil wind, 
Blights the fair bloſſoms of a noble mind; 
And if a Seraph fall, he's dozbly curs'd, 

* Who, by &c. 97 h higheſt, &c. 

IV. 

Had guile, and pride, and envy grown 

In the black groves of Styx alone, 

Nor earth the baleful miſchiefs known, 

The ſwain, without amaze, had till'd 

The Handrian glebe, a guiltleſs field: 

Nor broken ſword, nor batter'd ſhield, 

Nor magazines of death had found, 

2 Nor bones of heroes In the furrow'd ground: 
No crimſon ſtreams had lately ſwell'd 

The Dyle, the Danube, and the Scheld ; 
But evils are of neceſſary growth 

To rouſe the brave, and baniſh ſloth, 

And ſome are born to win the ſtars 


By ſweat, and blood, and wortby ſcars. 
Heroic 


em 
= a 
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Heroic virtue is by action ſeen, 
Vice only ſerves to make it keen; 
And, as gigantic tyrants riſe, 
Naſſaus and Annas leave the ſkies 
The earth- born monſters to chaſtiſe; 
While Cerberus and Hydra grow 

For an Alcides, or a Marlborough. 


: Nor ever had on earth the baleful crop 1 ſown : 
Nor had he wand'red when he found 
The bones of heroes in the ground. 
And wices ſerve, &c. 
V. 
If, heav'nly muſe, you burn with a deſire 
To praiſe the man whom all admire : 
Come from your “ learn'd Caftalian ſprings, 
And ftretch aloft 5 your Pegaſean wings; 
Srike the loud Pyndaric ſtrings, 
Like the lark, who ſoars and fings : 
And, as you fail the liquid ſkies, | 
Caſt on Menapian fields your weeping eyes : 
(For weep they ſurely muſt ; : 
To ſee the bloody annual ſacrifice, | _—_— | 
To think how the neglected duſt, | 
Which, with contempt, is baſely trod, 1 
Was once the limbs of captains, brave and juſt, = || 
The mortal part of fome great demy-God : 1 : 
* They for thrice fifty years of ſtubborn war, wel i 
With flaughöring arms the gun and ſword, 9 
Have dug the mighty ſepulchre, | — | ol 
And falhn as martyrs on record | [ll 
Of tyranny reveng'd, and liberty reſtor'd.) 
Come from thy, &c, 


5 And Firetch aloft thy, Kc. 
S Who for 7 &c. 
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. 
See, where at Audenard, with heaps of lain, 
Th' heroic man, inſpir'dly brave, 
Mowing acroſs, beſtrews the plain, 
And with new tenants crowds th'encumber'd grave 7 


His mind unſhaken at the frightful ſcene, 


His looks as cheerfully ſerene 
The routed battle to purſue, 
As once adorn'd the Paphian queen, 

When to the arms of Mars her Paramour ſhe flew, 
The gath'ring troops he kens from far, 
And with a bridegroom's paſſion and delight, 
Courting the war, and glowing for the fight, 

The new Salmonęus meets the Celtic thunderer. 
Ah curſed pride! infernal dream! 
Which drove him to the wild extreme, 
That duſt s ſhould dare aſpire to be 
The rival of divinity : 
> And, as thro' wond'ring ſtreets he rode, 
he thought immortal and aſſume the God; 
That“ rattling braſs, and trampling horſe 
Should counterfeit th* inimitable force 
Of divine thunder: horrid crime! 
But vengeance is the child of time, 
And will too ſurely be repay'd 
On his prophane, devoted head, 
Who durſt affront the pow'rs above, 
And their eternal flames diſgrace; _ 
How fatal will the kindled thunder prove, 


7 . the wealthy grave. f 
$ —— to her Thracian Paramour— 


— — 


9 That duſt a deity ſhould ſeem, 


* * Be thought, as thro the wond'ring ſtreets he rode, 
3 Th immortal man, or mortal Ged. | 
+ With rattling braſs, &c. 
$ Too fatal, brandiſb d by the rightful Jove. | 
TL Or . 


Dn. IS AAC CWA TTS. i881 S | 
5 When brandiſh'd by the rightful Fove, 1 
Or * Pallas, who ſupplies his place? Ml 

A "6 5 / It 

| The Britiſh Pallas / who, as * Humer 5 did. * 1 
For her lov'd Diomed, 4 
Her hero's mind with wiſdom fills, 1 
And heavenly courage in his heart inſtils. UN 1 
Hence thro? the thickeſt ſquadrons does he ride 9 | 
With Anng's angels by his fide. _ Hut I 
With what uppammon ſpeed. . pl 
He ſpurs his foaming, fiery ſteed, 6 
And puſhes on thro? midmoſt fires nh if 
Where France's fortune with her ſons retires, 2 1 
Now here, now there the ſweepy ruin flies; ot | 
+ As when the Pleiades ariſe, : {5 h 
The ſouthern wind aMlicts the ſkies, Mi | 

Then ®roaring thro? the deep, buffets th' unruly brine, 7 
Till elouds and water feem to join; 15 | 
Or as a dyke, cut by malicious hands, 6-4 | 
O'erflows the fertile Netherlands ; | TH | 
Thro' the wide yawn th” impetuous ſea, 4 55 | 
Laviſh of his new , : 0 | 

Homer, in his fifth /iad, becauſe the hero of that 15 b 

book is to do wonders beyond the power of man, premiſes 5 


in the beginning, that Pallas had Fe fitted him for 
that day's exploits, 


+ Indomitas prope qualis undas 
Exercet Auſter, Pleiadum choro 
Scindente nubes, impiger hoſtium 
Vexare turmas, & frementem 
Mittere equum medios per ignes. 
Sic tauriformis volvitur Aufidus, 
Qui regna Dauni prefluit Appuli, 
Cum ſevit, horrendamque cultis 
Dily uviem meditatur agris. 
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2 MIN or 
Beſtrides the vale, and with tumultuous noiſe 
Bellows along the delug'd plain, 
Deſtructive to the ripening grain 
| Far as th' horizon he deſtroys: 
The weeping ſhepherd from an hill bewails the watry 
reign. 
— muttering ver the deep, &c. 
nes & © - 
So rapid flows the unpriſon'd ſtream ! 
80 ſtrong the force of Minaleheim ! 
In vain the woods of Audenard 
Would ſhield the Gaul, a fenceleſs guard. 
As ſoon may whirlwinds be with-held 
As Marlborough marching croſs the Scheld. 
In vain the torrent would oppoſe, _ | 
In vain arm'd banks, and num'rous foes : -- 
8 They with inglorious haſte retire, - 
Fly faſter than the river flows, 
And ſwifter than our fire. 
Jendoſme from far upbraids their nimble ſhame, 
And pleads his royal maſter's fame, 
« By Condes mighty ghoſt, he cries, 
„By Luxemburgh, Turenne, and all 
* 'Thofe noble ſouls, who fell a ſacrifice 
* At + Lens, at Fleurus, and at Landen fight, 
ec Stop, L conjure, your ignominious flight,” 
But fear is deaf to honour's call. 
Each frowning threat and ſoothing prayer 
Is loſt in the regardleſs air. 


7 As bis paſſage oer the Scheld. 
3 Who with, &c. 


+ Near. this 8 he Ds of Conde gave the wy 
niards a very great overthrow, "Ops; 
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As well he may 
The billows of the ocean ſtay, | 
While Churchill, like a driving wind, 
Or high ſpring-tide, purſues behind, 


And with redoubled ſpeed urges their forward way. 


* 

Nor leſs, Eugenio, thy important care, 
Thou ſecond thunderbolt of war! 
Partner in danger and in fame, | 
With Marlborough the winds ſhall bear 

To diſtant colonies thy conqu' ring name 
Nor ſhall the muſe forget to ſing 
From harmony what bleſlings {pri ng, 

To tell how death did enviouſly repine 
To ſee a friendſhip fo divine, 

When in aball's deſtroying ſhape ſhe He "og 
And mark'd thy threatn'd brow * in haſte z 
But durſt not touch that ſacred brain 
Where the concerns of Europe reign ; 

2 Surpris'd ſhe bow'd her ghaſtly bead, 
She ſaw the mark of heav'n, and fled. 

As cruel Brennus once, inſulting: Gaul, 
When he, at Allia's fatal flood, _ 
Had fill'd the plains with Roman blood, 
With conſcious awe forſook the capitol, 
Where Fove, revenger of profaneneſs, ſtood, 


— — at 
2 Fur firaight ſhe W's mer 2501 ea. 


But, where the good and brave command, 
What capitol, what caſfle can withſtand ! 
Nor Fove will lift an hoftile hand. 
Virtue, as well as gold, can. paſs 
Thro' walls of ſtone, and tow'rs of braſs, 
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+ Liſle was the faireſt progeny _ 
Of Yauban's wondrous ſkill; 
Captive in Letois arms ſhe he 
Yet, like a nymph of honour, till 
She claim'd the glory to be courted long : 
Eugene the bold, the vigorous, and the young, 
Attacks the fair with warlike art, 
How brave in arms the dauntleſs lover ſtood 
Againſt her frowning thunders, and thro? ſeas of blood 
Tore the bright darling from th* old tyrant's heart 
Such + Buda ſaw him when proud | Apti fell 
Unhappy, valiant infidel! 
Who, vanquiſh'd by ſuperior ftrength, 
5 Surrender'd haughtily his breath, 
On the broad breach meaſuring his manly length, 
And ſhun'd the bow-ftring 8581 a nobler death. 
Inſerted. 
Liſle, liłe a m niftreſs, had been e 1 lng, 
And always yielded to the bold and young ; 
The faireſt progeny of Vauban's art, 
Til Savoy's warlike prince withſtood 
Her frowning thunders, &c. 
5 Surrendered up his haughty breath, 
6 Upon the breach meaſuring 7 manly length. 
J 
Such Hirſthaw? s field beheld him in his bloom, 
, When Victory beſpoke him for her own, 


\ 


hp Prince Eugene bore a conſiderable ſhare in the glory of 
that day on which Buda was taken. % 
t He was baſſaw of the city, and loft his life on the 
breach. 
This was a fatal battle to the Tarks 5 in the year 168), 
\ Prince Eugene with. the regiments of his brigade was the 
firſt who entered the trenches, and for that reaſon had the 
honour to be the firſt meſſenger of this happy r news to the 


em eror. 
8 7 c 2 | „ 


& 
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Her favourite, immortal ſon, 
And told of better years revolving on the loom: 
How he ſhould make the Turk; creſcent wane, 
And choak & Tibiſcus with the ſlain ; 
7 While ſlaughter'd baſſaws over baſſaws roll'd, 
And viziers lay beneath the lofty pile; 
Then all his numerous acts ſhe told 
From Latian Carpi down to Flandrian Liſle. 
C Hero (ſhe ſaid) each riſing day 
«© New conqueſts ſhall produce, 
« Surpriſing ſcenes ſhall every ſun ſurvey, 
« Labour for envy, and a muſe. 
« 3 Flere with her rattling trumpet's ſound 
« Fame ſhall ſhake the hills around; 
« 10 Shall tell how Webb, nigh woody ynendale, 
« Argu'd each inch of the important ground, 
„ So much in virtue's ſcale 
„ True valour numbers can out-do, 
“And thouſands are but cyphers to a few.” 


7 (While viziers lay beneath the lofty pile 

Of flaughter'd baſſaws who o'er baſſaws row!l'd) 
And all his numerous acts ſhe told 

From Latian Carpi down to Flandrian Liſle, 

Where every day new conqueſts ſhould produce, 
Labour for, c. 7 | ; 

* here with her, Cc. 9 Fame ſhould, Ac. 

1 Should tell, &c. | 


$ This battle was fought on the 10th of O&ober 1697 ; 


where Prince Eugene commanded in chief; in which 


there never happened ſo great and ſo terrible a deſtruction 
to the Ottoman army, which fell upon the principal com- 
manders more than the common ſoldiers, for no leſs than 
15 baſſaws (five of which had been viziers of the bench) 
were killed, beſides the ſupreme vizier. 


Honour 
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286 MEMOIRS OF 
XII. 
Honour with open arms receives at laſt 
The heroes, who thro' Virtue's temple paſt; 
And ſhow'rs down laurels from aboye 
On thoſe whom Heav'n and Anna love; 
And ſome, not ſparingly, ſhe throws 
For the young eagles, who could try *, 
And dare the ſun with ſteady eye, 
For Hanover's and Pruſſia's brows, © 
Eugenes in bloom, and future Marlboroughs, 
To Hansver, Brunſwiga's ſecond grace, 
Deſcendant from a long imperial race, 
The muſe direRs an unaffected flight, 
And propheſies, from ſo ſerene a morn, 
To what clear glories he is born, 
When, blazing with a full meridian light, 
He ſhall the Britiſb hemiſphere adorn, 
When Mars ſhall lay his batter'd target down, 
z He in his full-grown harveſt of renown, 
Shall after his great father ſit, 
(If heav'n ſo long a life permit) 
And, baving ſwell'd the flowing tide 
Of fame, which he in arms ſhall get, 
(The purchaſe of an honeſt ſweat) 
Shall ſafe in ſtormy ſeas Britannia's veſſel guide. 


. 7 Omitted, « The faith and judgment of the . 15 
| > And he (ſince death will never ſpare © 
The good, the pious, and the fair ) 
In his ripe barveſ of renown. 
| A «60 


Britannia's veſſel, which, in 4114's reign 
And prudent pilocy, enjoys 
The tempeſt, which the world deſtroys, 
And rides triumphant o'er the ſubje& main, 
O may ſhe ſoon a quiet harbour gain! 
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And ſure the promis'd hour is come, 
When in ſoft notes the peaceful lyre 
Shall fill the trumpet and the drum, 
Shall play what gods and men deſire, 
And ſtrike Bellona's muſic dumb; 
When war, by parents curſt, ſhall quit the field 
Unbuckle his bright helmet, and to reſt 
His weary limbs, ſit on his idle ſhield 
With ſcars of honour plow'd upon his breaſt. 
But if the Gallic Pharaoh's ſtubborn heart 
Still hardens and conſtrains th' unwilling ſkies 
To act the laſt, ungrateful part, 
Thy forces, Auna, like a flood ſhall riſe, 
And th* unrelenting vengeance whelm 
Over his famiſh'd delolated realm: 
The ſons of Pharamond in vain - 
(Who with diſhoneſt envy ſee 
The ſweet forbidden fruits of diſtant liberty) 
Shall curſe their Salic law, and wiſh a FEMALE REI *. 


* Grows freſh for puniſhment and hardens flill, 
Prepar'd for ih irrecoverable ill; | 

And force iii unwilling ties to act the laſt ungrateful part; 
T hy forces, Anna, like a flood ſhall whelm 4 
(If heav'n does ſcepter d innacence maintain) 


His famiſb d, defolated realm, 
And all the ſons of Pharamond in vain 
5 Shall curſe their rigid Salic law, Sc. 


XIV. 

A FEMALE REIGN, like thine, 

O Anna, Britiſh heroine ! 
To thee afflicted empires fly for aid, 
Where'er tyrannic ftandards are diſplay'd, 
From the wrong'd Ver to the threatned Rhine. 
Thee, where the golden- ſanded Tagus flows 
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Beneath fair * Uly/ippo's walls 
The frighted Luſitanian calls; 
Thee, they who drink the Sein, with thoſe 
Who plow Herian fields, implore 
To give the lab'ring world repoſe, 
And univerſal peace reſtore: 
s Lutetia mournful ſcarce ſurvives the fate 
Of her fall'n grandeur, and departed ſtate, 
7 And dares not whiſper in a ſigh, 
Her murder'd and forgotten liberty; 
Yet is by ſad experience taught to own 
That virtue is a ſafer way to riſe, 
A ſhorter paſſage to the ſkies 
Than Pelion upon + Offa thrown: 
9 Giants, whoſe vain attempts aſpire 
To reach the ſtarry thrones, become 
Sure food for thunder and Ztnean fire: 
Their pride by an inevitable doom 
Gains but a higher fall, a mountain for their tomb. 


; * Thee Gallia, mournful to ſurvive the fate 

7 Inſerted. 

By ſad experience taught to own 

9 For they who. by deny d attempts preſume 
To reach the ſtarry thrones, become 

Sure food for thunder, and condemn'd to howl 
In Ætna, or in Arima to roll 
By an inevitable doom, 

Gain but a higher fall, &c. 


I ſhall cloſe the examples of the Doctor s im- 
provements of the poems of others with what 
he did of chis kind in of Dr. 7 Tg 


—— 


PTT 


S ͤͤ KK 


2 


—_ 


The old name of Lion, ſaid to be built by Uly/es. 
+ Two mountains where Jupiter lodged the giants. 


poetical 


et oo te oo a: 


cal 


Book of Fob. The following is the deſeription 
of the comet by Dr. Young : 


Who drew the comet out to ſuch a ſize, 

And pour'd his flaming, train o'er half the ſkies ? 
Did thy reſentment hang him out ? Does he 
Glare on the nations, and denounce from thee ? 


The lines are thus altered by Dr. Matis, 


Who ſtretch'd the comet to prodigious ſize, 
And pour'd his flaming train o'er half the ſkies ? 
Is't at thy wrath the heav'nly monſter glares 
O'er the pale nations to denounce thy wars * ? 


Dr. Yo oung's deſcription of the peacock is 
contained in ſix lines. 


How rich the peacock? What bright glories run 
From plume to plume, and vary in the ſun? 
He proudly ſpreads them to the golden ray, 
Gives all his colours, and adorns the day ; 

With conſcious ſtate the ſpacious round ſurveys 
And lowly moves amidſt the waving blaze. 


Dr. Watts has Fade, the ge to thir- 


teen lines. 


6 


all. FF) 


» 


The Doctor informed me that he well remembered the 
great comet which appeared in 1680, and took up to the 
eye the third part of the heavens. It i no wonder when 
ſuch a deep and early impreſſion was made upon his mind 
(being then about ſix years old) that a genius like his own 


produced ſuch a fine deſcription of the comet as his lines 
afford us. 
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poetical paraphraſe of the latter part of the 
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290 2 MEMOIRS: O§FT 
View next the peacock. What bright glories run 
From plume to plume, and vary in the ſun ? 
Proudly he boaſts them to the heav'nly ray, 
| Gives all his colours, and adorns the day. 
Was it thy pencil, Job, divinely bold 
Dreſt his rich form in azure, green, and gold? 
Thine hand his head with ſtarry radiance crown'd, 
And'ſpread his ſweepy train? His train onus the 


ground, 


And kindles living lamps through all the ſpacious | 


round. a 
8 Mark with what conſioms ſtate the bird diſplays 
His native gems, and, midſt the waving Ware; - 


On the ſlow ſtep of majeſty he moves, 
Aſſerts his honours and demands his loves. | 


Te may not. be improper to obſerve that theſe 
additions which the Doctor made to the poems 
of others are not to be conſidered, as is evident 
from what he ſays in his preface to the free- 
doms he had taken with Mr. Cobb's ode, as 
_ degradations of them, or as if he entertained a 
low opinion concerning them. The caſe, if I .. 
am right in my conjecture, was really no other 
than this. The Doctor read theſe noble com- 
poſitions, felt his muſe kindled by them, in- 
dulged the tranſport, and in that tranſport 
made theſe happy improvements, nouriſhing 
the flame where it appeared too languid, and 
enlarging the deſcriptions where he found them 
not in full proportion to their objects. In a 
word, becauſe they were fine productions, there- 
fore he beſtowed his pains, and hereby virtually 
\ Paſſed his higheſt encomiums upon them. 
CHAP, 


* 


C HAP. IX. 


The toncurabl Notice taken of the Doctor whit 
living. 


REFIXED to the later editions of his Hors 

Lyrice are ſeveral copies of verſes. That 
of the earlieſt date (April 17, 1706) was com- 
poſed by the Rev. My. Joſeph Standen, which is 
not deſtitute of poetical merit, and pays the 
higheſt honour to the Doctor. 

The next commendatory verſes in order of 
time (July 1706) are thoſe of Miſs Singer, after- 
wards Mrs, Rowe, under the name of Philomela. 
The numbers are remarkably eaſy and flowing, 
and the beauties of poetry, and the greateſt 
encomiums on the Doctor are blended together. 

The Rev. Mr. Henry Grove next adds his 
commendationd in a copy of verſes dated Sep- 
tember 4, 1706, which does honour to the au- 
thor as well as the ſubject of them. They con- 
tain an inimitable tenderneſs and beauty of de- 
ſcription, and the ſublimeſt e upon the 
Doctor's Divine Poems. 

A fourth poem is prefixed to the Doctor's 
Lyrics under the ſignature of Britannicus. Who 
the author of them was I never heard, nor 
have J any guide to conjecture, but it appears 


from his account of himſelf that he was but 


young, and had not been uſed to poetic com- 
U 2 | poſures. 
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292 MEMOIRS Of 


poſures. The cloſe of the poem has ſomething 


very noble in its ſentiment and imagery, and 
the lines are at once majeſtic and flowing as 


well as full of honour to the Doctor. 


The only remaining copy of verſes that in- 


troduces the Doctor's Lyrics is ſubſcribed Euſe- 


bia, who without doubt was no leſs a perſon than 
the Counteſs of Hertford afterwards the Ducheſs of 
Somerſet. The lines are remarkably eaſy, ſmooth, 
and poetical, and diſcover a tranſcendent eſteem 
of the Doctor's genius and piety. 

Mr. now Dr. Mather Byles, Paſtor of one 
of the churches at Boſton in New England, ad- 
dreſſed an ode to the Doctor Feb. 1, 1727- -28, 
which deſerves a place in our work. 


To the Rev. Mr. Watts on his Horæ Lyricæ. 
EL 
Say, ſmiling Muſe, what heavy” nly ftrain 
Forbids the waves to roar, 
Comes gently gliding o'er the main, 
And charms our liſt' ning ſhore ? 
ot „ 
What angel ſtrikes the trembling ſtrings, 
And whence the ſilver ſound ? * 
Is't from the heights where Gabriel ſings ? 
Or Vatts on lower ground? 8 
III. 
'Tis thine, ſeraphic Watts! thy lyre 
Plays ſoft along the floods; 
Thy notes the anſw'ring hills pre, 


And bend the waving woods. F 
| IV. The 


Dx. IS AAC WATTS. 


©. IV. 
The deſerts, filPd with vital ſtrains, 
A ſmiling verdure ſhow, 
While whiſp'ring o'er the fertile plains 
The tuneful breezes bloß). 
oF V. 
Such artful ſounds, ſuch flowing grace 
Ev'n the rough rocks regale, 
And flow'ry joy ſpreads o'er the face 
Of ev'ry laughing vale. 
„ VI. 
And thou, my ſoul, the tranſport own, 
Fir d with immortal heat, 
While dancing pulſes driving on 
In chearful motions beat. 
VII. 
Long as the ſun ſhall rear his head, 
And chaſe the flying glooms, 
When from the ocean's eaſtern bed 
The gallant bridegroom comes; 


VIII, 
Lak as the duſky evening flies, 
And ſheds a doubtful light | 
Till ſhadows thick*ning round the Ren 
Veſt half the globe with night, 


IX. 
O Tatts, thine heav*nly lays ſo long 
Shall-ev'ry boſom fire, | 
And ev'ry Muſe, and ev'ry tongue 
To ſpeak thy praiſe conſpire: 
When thy fair ſoul ſhall on the wing 
Of ſhouting ſeraphs riſe 


Then with ſupericr ſweetneſs ſing . 8 


Amid thy native fkies: 
8 
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XI. Still, 
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eo * 
Still, as thy gentle numbers flow 
Melodious and divine, 
Angels above and ſaints below 


The deathleſs chorus join: 
| - Abs 
- To our far ſhore, the ſound ſhall roll, 
As Philomela * ſung, 
And Eaſt to Weſt, and: pole to = 
Th' eternal tune pedlong. 


Beſides the above Poems in honour of the 
Doctor I have met with another ſaid to be 
written by a youth of 17 years of age, which 
breathes a warm reſpe& and veneration for 
him, and in ſome of its verſes at leaſt is truly 
poetical. 


——_—— 


* 


* I ſuppoſe Dr. Byles here refers to the laſt ſtanzas in 
the poem Mrs. Rowe wrote in honour to the Doctor under 
the name of Philomela, and which we find prefixed to his 


Hore Lyrice. 


. With ſuch a graceful karniony 
Thy numbers ſtill prolong, 
And let remoteſt lands reply, 
And echo to thy ſong ; 


Far as the diſtant regions, where 
The beauteous morning ſprings, 

And ſcatters odours through the air 
From her reſplendent wings, 


Unto the new-found realms, which ſee 
The latter fun ariſe, 


When with an eaſy progreſs he 
Rolls down the nether ſkies. 


To 
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To the Rev. Dr. Watts. 


Illuſtrious Watts] accept theſe early lays 
To you the muſe this grateful offering pays, 
To your capacious and exalted mind, 
Endow'd with talents of the nobleſt rind 
Superior knowledge on the heart impreſs'd, 
And wit that's guarded by a pious ball, 
Goodneſs ally'd to an extenſive ſoul, 
Which all the ſenſual paſſions can control, 
In fine with ev'ry grace and virtue bleſs'd - 
Lov'd by the pious, by the wile careſs'd. 
Taught by thy labours and inſtructive page 
See virtuous youths adorn the riſing age, 
And ſprung from them in future ages ſhine 
Youths, who ſhall glory in thy works divine. 
The ward witneſs * to the truth you prove, 
And all th' objections of the vain remove, 
Exhort the Chriſtian boldly to abide 
The ſcoffing jeſts of all the ſons of pride, 
Humble religion and ſincere you ſhow 


* To be the ſource of all our bliſs below 


Whence more true joy, more ſolid comfort ſprings 

Than from the grandeur and the pomp of kings. 
Your lovely youth + with pitying eyes we view 

Rejecting Jeſus and ſalvation too, 

Th' unwary youth, ah fatal ſnare! behold 

Too ſtrongly fetter'd in his chains of gold. 

The lofty themes which on your numbers wait 

Proclaim a ſoul that's nobly good and great, 

While virtue triumphs in your hallow'd ſtrains, 

And binds our paſſions in harmonious chains. 


15 


ö 


* Sermons on the Inward Witneſs to Chriſtianity. 
t See on an hopeful Vouth falling ſnort of heaven. 
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Fail ſacred bard ! in Briti/h verſe you ſing 
The heav*n-ſprung writings of the Hebrew king, 
Which Denbam's Muſe aſpiring after ſought, 
But fail'd in conſtruing what great David thought; 
In your more nervous and pathetic lines 

Each ſacred thought in genuine beauty ſhines. 
Lo! here prophetic rage exalts 7 theme, 
And ſpreads the glory of Meſfialf's name: 
There dread Jehovah's pow'r inſpires the lay, 
Loud thunders roar, and livid lightnings play; 
His cloudy chariot with ſwift motion flies 

As winged winds acroſs the tow'ring ſkies. 
But mark the glory of the varied ſcene . 

The bright deſcription of the god ſerene _ 

In matchleſs light, and dazzling pomp 17 'd, 
With honour rob'd, and majeſty array'd, 

While mercy, meekneſs, and ſalvation "EY 

In glorious order at his ſov* reign hand, 

Here Hebrew flocks the tuneful ſhepherd leads 

To the green paſtures and the flow'ry meads, 
And now with balmy reſt he ſooths his ſou], 
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Where placid ſtreams of living waters roll. 5 
With ev'ry line my raptur'd breaſt is fir'd, 

And hints like thoſe that heav'nly bard inſpir'd, 
Far more delightful then 1 45 ian ſtreams, 5 
Or the vain fables of old poet's dreams. in 
Let gay looſe wits perpetuate their name, m 
And boaſt their record in the rolls of fame, ce 
Though theſe ſhould univerſal praiſe obtain de 
Vain 1s their honour, and their triumph vain : t 
To raiſe the foul © immortal realms be thine, 2h 
While heavy 'naly numbers ſwell the theme divine, 0 
May I be allowed the liberty of cloſing the Pe 
ele 


train of poetical PR in praiſe of this moſt 
worthy 
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worthy and excellent man with an epigram of 
my own writing ſeveral years ſince ! ? 


In Virum reverendum philoſophicis, poeticis, et theo- 
logicis Studiis eximium Iſaacum Watts, S. T. P. 
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Calliote, Pallas, Virtus cceleſtia ſpirans - 

Floribus & gemmis certant torquere coronam : 
Magnificus fragranſque labor concluditur: at quis 
Grande opus accipiet ? Vatiſi, tua tempora cingit. 
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ENGLISHED. 


Science, the Muſe, and Virtue heav'nly fair 

Of flow'rs and jewels a rich wreath prepare : 

The chaplet the concurring ſiſters weave, _ 

But ſay whoſe temples ſhall the crown receive ? 

Tby brows, O! WATTS! the circling glory wear, 
And each bright nymph aſſiſts to fix it there, 


To the above poems in honour of the Doc- 
tor we ſhall add ſome encomiums paſſed upon 
him by ſeveral writers in proſe. 

The 461ſt number of the SpeZator contains 
a poctical verſion of the 114th Plalm, and an 
introductory letter, both compoſed, and com- 
municated by the Doctor to the authors of that 
celebrated work. Not only were they thought 
deſerving a place in thoſe ingenious papers, but 
they are uſhered in with an encomium up 

the author due to his merit, and are a teſtimony 
in what eſteem his compoſitions were held by 
perſons of the firſt reputation for fine taſte and 


elegant writing, 


| Sir 
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1 AF : 


Sir Richard Blackmore, who was himſelf no in- 


conſiderable poet, as his poem entitled Creation 
moſt demonſtratively proves *, in his preface 
to a collection of poems on various ſubjects 


publiſhed 1718 has the following paſſage. 


cc 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
Ec 


cc 


Hitherto, as I have ſaid, but few of the wits 


of this kingdom, which abounds in genius 


and poetical inſpiration above any nation 
upon earth, have thought fit to exerciſe their 
pens expreſsly and directly in cultivating di- 
vine and moral poetry, but only in an alle- 
gorical and diſguiſing dreſs. Some perſons 
of great virtue and piety have attempted it, 


but theſe having neither poetical genius nor 


The Spectator No. 339 takes notice of this poem, and 


like an herald proclaims its praiſes, when recent from the 
preſs, ** I cannot conclude, ſays he, this book (meaning 


66 
c c 
cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 


4 ( 


cc 


Milton's 7th book of his Paradi/e Loft) upon the Creation 
without mentioning a poem which has lately appeared 
under that title. The work was undertaken with ſo good 
an intention, and is executed with ſo great a maſtery 
that it deſerves to be looked upon as one of the moſt uſe- 
ful and noble productions in our Engliſh verſe. The 
reader cannot but be pleaſed to find the depths of phi- 
loſophy enlivened with all the charms of poetry, and to 
ſee ſo great a ſtrength of reaſon, amidſt ſo beautiful a 
redundancy of the imagination. 'The author has ſhown 
us that deſign in all the works of nature, which neceſſa- 


rily leads us to the knowledge of its firſt cauſe. In ſhort 


he has illuſtrated by numberleſs and inconteſtible ev 
dences that divine wiſdom which the ſon of Sirach has ſo 
nobly aſcribed to the Supreme Being, in his formation of 
the world, when he tells us, that he created her, and Jaw 
her, and numbered her, and poured her aut upon all We 


avorks,”? 6 


6 * 88 judg- 


* 


ec 
ce 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
Kc 


fe 
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« judgment, neither fertile imagination nor 


« any knowledge of the rules and ſpirit of poe- 
ce try have only written indifferent proſe in the 
« pooreſt verſe; and, though they deſerve the 
« honour of good men, they muſt be contented 
« with the character of bad poets. This I 
c think is a juſt cenſure on the greateſt part of 


« thoſe who have written religious books in 


« Engliſh verſe ; but I except from this num- 
ce ber the ingenious Mr. Watts, whoſe divine 
e poetry is very laudable, and much ſuperior 
« to all who have gone before him ! in the Lyric 
kings 

By the way this public reſpect which Sir 
Richard paid the Doctor was genteelly returned 
by him in a preſent of his Imitation of the Pſalms 
of David, accompanied with a few lines to him 
in the unprinted page at the beginning of the 
volume. The Deiker thus writes, 


To Sir Richard Blackmore, Kut. &c. 


« Worthy Sir, 
Though you have conſtrained me to de- 
i face one If the beſt pages in my Preface by 
fc forbidding me the honour of ſhowing your 
name to the world there, yet I cannot deny 
* myſelf the pleaſure of ſetting your name in 
« this blank leaf, where none but yourſelf will 
* be witneſs to the high eſteem that I pay you. 
So ſecret a gratitude can never offend, while 


the honour you have done me in a late Pre- 
« face 
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« face of yours is thus ſilently acknowledged 
85 07 Sir, . 

c Your obliged, humble ſervant, 
Fan, 9, 1718-19. e I8aac: War 


Prefixed to the German tranſlation of the 
Doctor's Diſcourſes on Death and Heaven publiſh- 


ed at Halle in W 1727 is the fallen 


preface. 
To the Reader, 


«© Here is communicated to you a treatiſe i in 
ce which the late pious My. Frank, Profeſſor of 
% Divinity at Halle, found fo much edification 
ce and ſatisfaction that he engaged an able per- 
c ſon to tranſlate it into our German tongue to 
« make others partake of the ſame ſpiritual 


ce benefit. This treatiſe conſiſts of two fune- 


ce ral ſermons which an Engliſh divine, who 
c perhaps is ſtill living, compoſed on the death 
of two eminent perſons, which he enlarged 
ce for their publication. The ſubject of the 
& firſt is Death taken from 1 Cor, xv. 26. The 
'« ſecond is Heaven from Heb. xii. 23. From 
ce this laſt he takes an occaſion of flying with 
ce his thoughts into the blefſed manſions of the 
s juſt made perfect by giving us not only a 
c very probable and beautiful idea of the glory 


— 


»The book with the lines above in the blank page is 
now in the hands of my worthy brother the Rev. Dr. Job# 
Trotter, whence I tranſcribed it. 

cc of 
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of a future life in general, but alſo an enu- 
« meration of the many ſorts of enjoyments 
« and pleaſures which are to be met with | 


e 
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cc there. 8 1 
« Though the firſt Ga contains many _ 
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ce elegant paſſages worthy to be read, yet the 
ce latter ſeems to be a more elaborate piece, 
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« becauſe it ſets the doctrine of eternal life in . 
« a greater light, and enriches it with many vu 
« probable inferences from the word of God. | 
« He propoſes his excellent thoughts in moſt fl | | 
« emphatical terms, 1n that beautiful order and = i f 
ce with ſuch a vivacity of ſtyle that he keeps wr 
« the reader in a continual attention, and an 8 


c eager defire to read on. It is plain the au- 
« thor's mind was ſo taken up with the beauty 
cc of heaven that his mouth could not but ſpeak 
e the abundance of his heart. There is a ſe- 
« cret unction in his expreſſions which leaves a ©, 
« ſweet ſavour in the reader's heart and raiſes 
in him a deſire after the bleſſed ſociety he 
e deſcribes; and though the reader ſhould not 
« entirely agree with the author's notions yet 
« he will not peruſe this treatiſe without a par- 
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| « ticular edification and bleſſing. I cannot deny 
« butthe author's conjectures may be ſometimes. 
carried a little too far, but that doth not 
e prejudice the ſubject in the leaſt, Beſides, 
5 « he is generally ſo happy as to find fome ar- 
s WW © guments for his probable "notions in the 
1 * word of God, and to anſwer very dexteroully 
; ha 


f 
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cc all the vijetibnirhich can be m againſt 


e him. 


c. May the everliving God give a 3a Welle to 
cc this work, and grant that thoſe ſweet and re- 


<« -liſhing truths propoſed in theſe leaves may 
c matte ſuch an impreſſion on the minds of the 


cc readers as thoſe noble truths deſerve! May : 
te he prevent all abuſe of this delightful ſubject, 
ce and never permit it to be turned into a mere 


cc dry or fruitleſs ſpeculation ; but may he in- 
ce flame every reader with an holy deſire after 
cc à bleſſed eternity, and rouſe, and excite all 
ce thoſe who have not yet begun the paths 


<« of ſalvation to enter into them without de- 
ce lay, that they may not reſt in a mere de- 


cc lightful proſpect of the land of Canaan, nor 


ce be forever excluded by their unbelief from 0 


ce the eternal enjoyment of it! Given at TOP 


& 1732 10, 1727. 
« Jon Jacos RamBach, * 


« S. Theol. Prof. Ordinar.“ 
We ſhall conclude with the dedication by 


Dr. Philip Deddridge of his very valuable trea - 


tiſe entitled, The riſe and progreſs of TO in 


the ſoul. 


| 25 the Rev. Dr. Iſaac Watts: 


ev. and Dear Sir, 2 


obs the moſt affectionate erbetude wy re- 


TR I beg leave to N to you a book, 
which 


. =©- 2» 
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which owes its exiſtence to your requeſt, its 


copiouſneſs to your plan, and much of its per- 
ſpicuity to your review, and to the uſe I made 
of your remarks on that part of it, which your 


health and leiſure would permit you to exa- 


mine. I addreſs it to you not to beg your pa- 
tronage to it, for of that I am already well af- 
ſured, and much leſs from any ambition of 
attempting your character, for which, if I were 
more equal to the ſubject, I ſhould think this 
a very improper place, but chiefly from a ſe- 
cret delight which I find in the thought of 
being known to thoſe whom this may reach as 
one whom you have honoured not only with 
your friendſhip, but with ſo much of your 
eſteem and approbation too as mutt ſubſtan- 
tally appear in your committing a work to me, 


which you had yourſelf projected as one of the 


moſt conſiderable ſervices of your life. 

I have long thought the love of popular ap- 
plauſe a meanneſs which a philoſophy far infe - 
rior to that of our divine Maſter might have 
taught us to conquer. But to be eſteemed by 
eminently great and good men to whom we 
are intimately known appears to me not only 
one of the moſt ſolid atteſtations of ſornEFeal 
worth, but next to the approbation of God * 
and our own conſciences one of its moſt va- 
luable rewards. It will I doubt not he found 
ſo in that world to which ſplits like yours are 


tending, and for which, through divine grace, x 


you have obtained fo uncommon a degree of 
ripeneſs. 
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ripeneſs. And, permit me, Sir, while I 
this to refreſh myſelf with the hope that whe 
that union of hearts, which has ſo long ſubſilte 
between us, ſhall arrive to its full maturity and 
endearment there, it will be marter of mutua 
delight to recollect that you have aſligned.mg 
and that I have in ſome degree executed a tg 
which may perhaps, under the bleſſing of G 
awaken and improve religious ſentiments 
the minds of thoſe we leave behind us, and 
others that may ariſe after us in this van tran; : 
* and enſnaring SHEET. to. ME. 
Such is the improvement you have mag 0 
your capacities for ſervice. that I am fully peri 
ſuaded heaven has received very few in th 
latter ages who have done ſo much to ſerve wlll 
intereſts here. below ; few who have labourgd 
in this beſt of cauſes with equal zeal and Tug 
ceſs; and therefore I cannot but join with 
who wiſh well to the Chriſtian intereſt among 
us in acknowledging the goodneſs of Prowl 
dence to you, and to the church of Chriſti 
prolonging a life at once ſo valuable and 
tender to ſuch an advanced period. With them 
Sir, I rejoice that God hath given you to polls 
, in ſo extraordinary a degree not only the conn 
bon ionen of intending great benefit to f i 
as bs * World, but the ſatisfaction of having effeaell 


* 1 


* it, and ſeeing ſuch an harveſt already ſpring 2 
Ap, I hope as an garneſt of a more copious in . : 
W creaſe from thence. With multitudes more 
bleſs God that you are not in the evening of 1 N 
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alflicted and ſo laborious a day rendered entirely 
incapable of ſerving the public from the preſs 


dily weakneſs it may beſo ſingularly refreſned 
by reflecting on that ſphere of extenſive uſeful- 
neſs in which by oy Ne you ace 
move. 77 

I congratulate you, O00 Sir, that; ite you 
are in a multitude of families and ſchools of the 
lower claſs condeſeending to the humble yer 
important work of forming infant-minds'to the 
firſt rudiments of religious knowledge and de- 
vout impreſſions by your various Catechi/ms and 
divine Songs, you are alſo daily reading lectures 


academies but in the moſt public and celebrated 
ſeats of learning, not merely in Scotland, and in 
our American colonies, where for ſome peculiar 
conſiderations it might be moſt naturally ex- 
pected, but, through the amiable candor of 
ſome excellent men and accompliſhed. tutors, 
in our Engliſb univerſities too. | I congratulate - 


you that you are teaching no doubt hundreds 
ſermons, and other theological trafts, ſo happily. 


light of knowledge, and through their hearts 
| that fer vor of piety, which God has been pleaſed 
8 5 88 
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and from the pulpit, and that amidſt the pain 
which your active ſpirit feels when theſe pleaſ- 
ing ſervices fuffer long interruption from bo- 
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of Logic and other uſeful branches of p4iloſophy- 
to ſtudious youth; and this not only in private 


of miniſters and private Chriſtians by your. 


calculated to diffuſe through their minds that 
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bered among my deareſt friends, on their dy- 


1660/ ME MO INS OF 


to enkiadle in your own. But above all I con- 
8 gratulate you that by your ſacred poetry, eſpe-= 


cially by y%ur P/alms, and your Hymns you are 
leading the worſhip and I truſt alſo animating 
the devotion of myriads in our public aſſem- 
blies every Sabbath, and in their families and 
cloſets every day. This, Sir, atleaſt ſo far as 
it relates to the ſervice of the ſanctuary, is an 


unparalleled favour by which God hath been 
pleaſed to diſtinguiſh you, I may boldly ſay it, 


beyond any of his ſervants now upon earth, 
Welt may it be eſteemed a glorious equivalent, 
and indeed much more than an equivalent for 


all thoſe views of eccleſiaſtical preferment to 
which fuch talents, learning, virtues, and inte- 


reſt might have entitled you in an' eſtabliſh- 


ment, and 1 doubt not but you Joytully OE 


it as ſuch. 
Nor is it eaſy to conceive in what circum- 


ſtances you could on any ſ uppoſition have been 


eafier and happier than in that pious and truly 
honourable family in which, as 1 verily believe 
in ſpecial indulgence both to you and to it, 


Providence has been pleaſed to appoint that 


you ſhould ſpend ſo conſiderable a part of your 


life. It is my earneſt prayer that all the re- 
mainder of it may be ſerene, uſeful, and plea- 
fant. And as to my certain knowledge your. 
© compoſitions have been the fingular comfort of 


many excellent Chriſtians, ſome of them num- 


3 ing 


' 5 t | | 
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ing beds, for I have heard ſtanzas of them 


repeated from the lips of ſeveral, who were 
doubtleſs in a few hours to begin the ſong of 


Moſes and the Lamb, ſo I hope and truſt that, 


when God ſhall call you to that ſalvation for 
which your faith and patience have ſo long 


been waiting, he will ſhed around you the 


choiceſt beams of his fayour, and gladden your 
heart with conſolations like thoſe which you 
have been the happy inſtrument of adminiſter- 
ing to others. | | 

In the mean time, Sir, be aſſured that I am 
not a little animated in the various labours to 


which Providence has called me by reflecting. 


that I have ſuch a contemporary and eſpecially 
ſuch a friend, whoſe ſingle preſence would be 
to me as that of a cloud of witneſſes here below 
to awaken my alacrity in the race which is ſet 
before me. And I am perſuaded that, while I 
ſay this, I ſpeak the ſentiment of many of my 


brethren, even of various denominations ; a 


conſideration which I hope will do ſomething 
towards reconciling a heart ſo generous as yours 
to a delay of that exceeding and eternal weight 
of glory which is now ſo nearly approaching. 
Yes, my honoured friend, you will I hope 
chearfully endure a little longer continuance in 


life amidſt all its infirmities from an aſſurance 


that, while God is pleaſed to maintain the ex- 
erciſe of your reaſon, it is hardly poſſible you 
 Thould live in vain to the world or yourſelf. 
Every day, and every trial is brightening your 
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crown, and rendering you ſtill more and more 
meet for an inheritance among the ſaints in 
light. Every word which you drop from the 
pulpit has now ſurely its peculiar weight. The 
eyes of many are on their aſcending prophet 
eagerly intent that they may catch if not his 
mantle, at leaſt ſome divine ſentence from his 
lips, which may long guide their ways, and 
warm their hearts. This ſolicitude your friends 
bring into thoſe happy moments in which they 
are favoured with your converſe in private, and, 
when you are retired from them, your prayers 
I doubt not largely contribute towards guard- 
ing your country, watering the church, and 
bleffing the world. Long may they continue / 
to anſwer theſe great ends! And permit me, 
Sir, to conclude with expreſſing my chearful 
confidence that in theſe beſt moments you are 
often particularly mindful of one, who ſo o highly 
eſteems, ſo greatly needs, and ſo warfnly re- 
turns that remembrance as, 
Reverend Sir, 
Your moſt affectionate Brother, 
And obliged humble Servant, 
Northampton, - PRILIP DoppRipoE “.“ 


Dec. 13. 1744. 


' 


To 


— 


3 © A3 Dr. Daddridge entertained a very high opinion of 
Dr. Watts fo the Doctor had the ſame of him, for in a letter 
to Mr. David Longueville, miniſter of the wh ep church at 


NS; he thus writes to him : : | 
3 : . | Rev- 
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To the enumeration of the honours the Doc- 


tor received from various perſons of acknow- 
ledged 


* * 
2 + 


Rev. Sir, It is a very agreeable employment to which 
you call me, and a very ſenſible honour you put upon me, 
when you deſire me to give you my ſentiments of that re- 
verend and learned writer Dr. Doddridge to be prefixed to a 
tranſlation of any of his works into the Dutch tongue. 1 
have well known him many years, and have enjoyed a con- 
ſtant intimacy and friendſhip with him ever ſince the Pro- 
vidence of God called him to be a profeſſor of human 
ſcience, and a teacher of ſacred theology to young men 
among us, who are trained up for the miniſtry of the Goſpel. 
have no need to give you a large account of his knowledge 
in the ſciences, in which I confeſs him to be greatly my 
ſuperior; and as to the doctrines of divinity, and the Goſ- 
pel of Chriſt I know not of any man of greater {kill than 
himſelf, and hardly ſufficient to be his ſecond. As he hath 
a moſt exact acquaintance with the things of God and our 
holy religion, ſo far as we are let into the knowledge of 
them by the light of nature and the revelations of ſcripture, 
ſo he hath a moſt happy manner of teaching thoſe who are 
younger. He hath a moſt ſkilful and condeſcending way 
of inſtruction, nor is there any perſon of my acquaintance, 
with whom I am more entirely agreed in all the ſentiments 
of the doctrine of Chriſt, He is a moſt hearty believer of 
the great articles, and important principles of the Reformed 
church, a moſt affectionate preacher, and pathetic writer on 
the practical parts of religion, and in one word, ſince I am 
now advanced in age beyond my ſeventieth year, if there 
were any man to whom Providence would permit me to 
commit a ſecond part of my life and uſefulneſs in the 
church of Chriſt Dr. Doddridge ſhould be the man. If you 
have read that excellent performance of his, The ri/e and 
pregreſs of religion in the ſoul, &c, yau will be of my mind: 
his Dedication to me is the only thing in that book I could 


hardly permit myſelf to approve, Beſides all this he poſ- 
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ledged eminence and merit I will add that in 
the year 1728 the univerſities both of Edinburgh 
and Aberdeen in North. Britain in a moſt reſpect- 
ful manner, without his knowledge, conferred 
the degree of Doctor of Divinity upon him; nor 
can I on any account omit that act of honour, 


which the late illuſtrious Speaker of the Houſe 


of Commons, the Right Honourable Arthur 


nd 


ſeſſes a ſpirit of ſo much charity, love, and goodneſs to. 


wards his fellow Chriftians, who may fall into ſome leſſer 
differences of opinion, as becomes a follower of the bleſſed 
Jeſus, his Maſter and mine. In the practical part of his 
labours and miniftry he hath ſufficiently ſhewn himſelf moſt 
happily furniſhed with all proper gifts and talents to lead 
perſons of all ranks and ages into ſerious piety and ſtrict 
religion. I eſteem it a conſiderable honour which the 
Providence of God hath done me, when it makes uſe of me 
as an inſtrument in his hands to promote the uſefulneſs of 
this great man in any part of the world, and it is my 
hearty prayer that our Lord Jeſus, the Head of the church, 
may bleſs all his labours with moſt glorious ſucceſs, either 
read or heard, in my native language or in any other 
tongue. I am, Reverend Sir, with much fincerity your 
faithful humble ſervant, and affectionate brother in the 
Goſpel of our common Lord, 


See this letter in Mr. Ontas? s Memoirs of the Life, Cha- 
rater, and Writings of the late Rev. Philip Doddridge, 


D. D. a performance that exhibits a moſt aſtoniſhing ex- 
ample of piety, benevolence, and labours for the glory of 


God, and the good of his generation. Where 1s the won- 
der that ſuch ſouls as thoſe of Dr. Watts and Dr. Doddridge 
ſhould be knit together in the tendereſt endearment and 
cloſeſt affection ſince, as Mr. Addiſon expreſſes himſelf, 


Like fouls by inſtinct to each other turn, 
Demand alliance, and in friendſhip burn ? 


 Onflew, 


Is AAc WArrs. 


je 
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Onflow, Eſq. paid this venerable man, Not 
long before the Doctor's death, taking with 
him the late Dr. Fabez Earle, and the late 
Dr. Joſeph Steunett, two eminent diſſenting 
miniſters, in his coach, he made a viſit to the 


Door at Stoke Newington for the purpoſe of 


gratifying himſelf with the ſight of ſo great 
and good a man, whom he held in the higheſt 
eſteem, and I might truly ſay above the com- 
mon rank of mortals. The Speaker declared 
to me that when he ſaw him he thought 
he ſaw a man of God, and in the laſt viſit 
but one I made Mr. Onflow, for I had the 
honour of an intimacy with him, he men- 
tioned the affair afreſh, and deyoutly cried 
out, “ My ſoul-where his ſoul now is!“ 


CHAP. 25 77871 lol 


His Devlin and Pedobac 


HE Doctor in his Sermon on thi privi- 
lege of the living above the dead“ ob- 
ſerves er that a calm and chearful readineſs for 
« a removal out of this world is an honour 
« done to Chriſt and his goſpel here on earth, 
« which belongs not o the heavenly 8270 


n 


—— 
* 


* See fortieth fermon i in his Diſcourſes on various ab- 
jects. 
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Death in the courſe of nature, ſays 45 


well as by the hands of violence, hath al- 
ways ſomething awful and formidable in it. 
Fleſh and blood ſarink and tremble at the 


appearance of a diſſolution, and Chriſt de- 


Tights to ſee the grace he has wrought in 


the ſaints gain the aſcendency over fleſh 
and blood, and conquer the terrors of death 
and the grave, He loves to ſee. his faith- 
ful followers, maintain a ſerene ſoul, and 


: venture into the inviſible world, upon the 
merit of his blood, with holy fortitude, and 


a chearful faith, It is only the lively chriſtian 
that can die, and glorify God his Sayjour 
in that great and important hour. The 
ſaints who are arrived at. heaven dwell in 


= 


the temple of God, and ſhall go no more 


out. They are for ever poſſeſſed of life 
and immortality. There are no more deaths 
and dangers to encounter, no more terrors 
to engage their conflict. Death is the laſt 
enemy of all the ſaints, and, when the 


chriſtian meets it with ſacred- courage, he 


gives that honour to the captain of his ſal- 


vation, which the ſaints in glory can never 
. give, and which he himſelf can never re- 
. peat. Dying: with faith and fortitude is 


a noble concluſion, of. a life of zeal and ſer- 


vice. It is the very laſt duty on earth. 
When that is done then heaven begins.” 


Fon the fame purpoſe he ſpeaks | in another dif- 


courſe, 


E63; 4 
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courſe 7. It is a glory, ſays he, to the 


« goſpel when we can lie down with courage 
e in hope of its promiſed bleſſings. It is an 
ce honour to our common faith, when it over- 
« comes the terrors of death, and raiſes the 
« chriſtian to a ſong of triumph in the view 
te of the laſt enemy. It is a new crown put 
« upon the head of our Redeemer, and a liv- 
« ing cordial. put into the hands of mourning 
« friends in our dying hour, when we can 
« take our leave of them with holy fortitude 
ce rejoicing in the ſalvation of Chriſt. No 


« ſooner does he call but we are ready, and 


cc can anger. with holy tranſport, Lord, 1 

e come. 

; What the Door ſo juſtly 5 de- 
ſcribes that he himſelf exemplified in his laſt 
hours. As his day of life was eminently bright 
and uſeful ſo its ſetting was remarkably ſerene 

and happy. His weakneſs was ſuch as greatly 


to interrupt him in the purſuit of his ſtudies, 


though not ſo great as to deprive him of his 
intellects, or to leave him to any ſtrange 
chimeras of fancy, which I have frequently 
heard, but without any kind of ground attri- 


buted to him *, He ſaw his approaching dit- 
{ſolution 


— 


n * 33 


3 Dion UI. on \ the World to come. 

* How it came to paſs I know not, but that it has ſo 
happened is certain, that reports have been raiſed, pro- 
pagated, and currently believed concerning the Doctor, 


that he has imagined ſuch — concerning himſelf, as 
N would 
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ſolution with a mind perfectly calm and com- 
poſed, without the leaſt alarm or diſmay, and 
I never could diſcover, though I was fre- 
quently with him, the leaſt ſhadow of a doubt 
as to his future everlaſting happineſs, or any 
thing that looked like an unwillingneſs to die. 
How have I known him recite with a felf- 
application thoſe words in Heb, x. 36. © Ye 
e have need of patience, that after ye have 
ce done the will of God, ye may receive the 
« promiſe?” And how have I heard him, 
upon leaving the family after ſupper and with- 
drawing to reſt, declare with the ſweeteſt com- 
poſure, * that if his maſter was to ſay to him 
« he had no more -work for him to do he 
e ſhould be glad to be diſmiſſed that night?“ 
And I once heard him — with a kind of im- 


— 88 Ow” 9 * 8 4 - — 1 
OS] 


1 prove, if they were > true, that he e loft poſ⸗ 
ſeſſion of himſelf, or ſuffered a momentary eclipſe of his 
intellectual faculties, and I could refer my reader to a bi- 
ographer who gives the world a grave narrative. of the 
particulars of theſe wild reveries. But I take upon me, 
and feel myſelf happy to aver that theſe reports were ut- 
terly and abſolutely falſe and groundleſs ; and J do this 
from my own knowledge and obſervation of him for ſeve- 
ral years, and ſome of them the years of his decay, when 
he was at the weakeſt ; from the expreſs declaration of 
Mr. Jeſeph Parker his eee 5 for above twenty years, 
and who was in a manner ever with him; and above all 
from that of Mrs. Elizabeth Abney, the ſurviving daughter 

of Sir Thomas and Lady Abney, who lived in the ſame 
family with him all the time of the Do&or's reſidence there, 
a period of no leſs than thirty-ſix years. Can any evi- 
dence be more convincing and deciſive ? 
| | patience, 


4 


— 


_—_— 
4 X. 

2 
2 _ * 


patience, perhaps ſuch as might in ſome de- 4 


gree treſpaſs upon that ſubmiſſion we ought 
at all times to pay to the divine will, < I won- 
« der why the great God ſhould continue me WA 
« in life, when I am incapable of performing —_— 
« him any further ſervice.” * His truſt in __ 
« God, ſays Dr. Jennings in his Funeral Diſ- 
«courſe, through Jeſus the Mediator remain- 
« ed unſhaken to the laſtF.” He has been 
heard to ſay, © I bleſs God I can lie down 
« with comfort at night, not being ſolicitous 
« whether J awake in this world or another.“ 
Again, „ ſhould be glad to read more, yet 


barge pe — 
N 
LET ar 


—— 


* 


+ I know a perſon now living who enjoyed the Doctvr's 
company an hour or two a few months before his death, 
when his diſcourſe was moſt devout and heavenly, and he 
particularly ſpoke of our dependance on Chrift, obſerving 
« that if we parted with him what would become of our 
* hopes?” About the ſame time, I ſuppoſe it might 
be nearer his diſſolution, I came into his ſtudy, found him 
alone, and fat down for converſation with him. With 
high pleaſure he ſpoke concerning the ſcripture-method of | 
ſalvation, Not a word did he ſay of what he had been or 
done in life, but his ſoul ſeemed to be ſwallowed up with 
gratitude and joy for the redemption of ſinners by Jeſus 
_ Chriſt, J have reaſon to regret that upon leaving his com- 
pany I did not commit to writing the very words in which 
he expreſſed himſelf, but my recollection ſufficiently ſerves 
me to authenticate this anecdote, and perhaps in all his 
days he was never in a frame of mind in which he more. 
fully anſwered the deſcription of the apoſtle Peter, when 


he ſays, referring to our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 1 Pet. 1. 8. . 
** Whom having not ſeen ye love; in whom though now I 
ye ſee him not, yet believing ye rejoice with joy un- 1 
'« ſpeakable, and full of glory.” "0 
© not A 1 ö 
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ce nat in order to be confirmed more in the 


« truth of the chriſtian religion, or in the 


ee truth of its. promiſes, for I believe them 


« enough to venture an eternity on them.“ 


When he was almoſt worn out and broken 
down by his infirmities he obſerved, in con- 
verſation with a friend, © that he remembered 


ce an aged miniſter uſed to ſay, that the moſt 


cc learned and knowing chriſtians, when they 
« come to die have only the ſame plain pro- 
ce miſes of the goſpel for their ſupport, as the 


tt common and unlearned ; and ſo, ſaid he, 
« IT find it. They are the plain promiſes of 


« the goſpel which are my ſupport, and [ 
<« bleſs God they are plain promiſes, which 
« do not require much labour or pains to 
« underſtand them, for I can do nothing now 


« but look into my Bible for ſome promiſe to 


« {ſupport me, and live upon that.” When 
he has found his ſpirit tending to impatience, 
and ready to complain he would thus check 
himſelf, „The buſineſs of a chriſtian is to 
ce bear the will of God as well as to do it. If 
tc J were in health I could only be doing that, 
ce and that I may do now. The beſt thing in 
«© obedience is a regard to the will of God, 
« and the way to that is to get our inclinations 
« and averſions as much mortified as ve 

. | 
I viſited the Doctor on his death- bed “, where 
I found 


* Speaking of the Doctor on his death - bed may afford 
2 proper opportunity for purging Mr. Toplady's narrative 


of 
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J found him exceedingly weak and low, the 
lamp of life very feebly glimmering in its laſt 
decay, but he was ftill in the perfect poſſeſſion 
of his underſtanding. He told me in anſwer 
to my inquiry whether he had any pain in his 
body that he had none, and acknowledged it 
as a great mercy. To my ſecond queſtion, 
how it was with his ſoul, whether all was com- 
fortable there, he replied it was, and con- 


I 
1 


of another fabulous ſtory. He tells us, ** that little more 
« than half an hour before Dr. Watts expired he was 
« yifited by his dear friend, Mr. Whitefield. The latter 
„ aſking him how he found himſelf, the dying Doctor 
« anſwered, Here am I, one of Chriſt's waiting ſer- 
« yants,” Soon after a medicine was brought in, and Mr. 
« Whitefeld aſſiſted in raiſing him up upon the bed that he 
« might with more conveniency take the draught. On 


« the Doctor's apologizing for the trouble he gave Mr. 


« Whitefield, the latter replied with his uſual amiable 
„ politeneſs, Surely, my dear brother, I am not too 
good to wait on a waiting ſervant of Chriſt, Soon after 
« Mr. Whitefield took his leave, and often regretted fince 


„ that he had not prolonged his viſit, which he would 


certainly have done could he have foreſeen that his 
« friend was but within half an hour's diſtance from the 


kingdom of glory.” The whole of this ſtory is ficti- 


tious, for My. Whitefield never viſited the Docter in his 


laſt illneſs or confinement, nor had any converſation or 


interview with him for ſome months before his deceaſe. 
It were to be wiſhed that greater care was practiſed by the 


writers of other perſons lives that illuſions might not take 


place, and obtain the regards of truth, and lay hiſtorians 
who come after them under the unpleaſing neceſſity of 


diſſolving their figments, and thereby in conſequence ' 


evincing to the world how little credit is due ta their re- 


lations, ef 
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feſſed it to be a great mercy. Mr. Yoſeph 
Parker, a perſon of moſt reſpectable character, 
and the Doctor's amanuenſis, as has been be- 
fore mentioned, for about one-and-twenty. 


years, ſent the following intelligence concern- 
ing him to his brother at Southampton but the 
day before his death, Nov. 24, 1748. « 1 
«« wrote to you by the laſt poſt that we ap- 


« prehended my maſter very near his end, 
te and that we thought it not poſſible he ſhould 
ce be alive when the letter reached your hands; 
© and it will no doubt greatly ſurpriſe you to 
c hear that he ſtill lives. We ourſelves are 
ce amazed at it. He paſt through the laft. 
c night in the main quiet and eaſy, but for 
« five hours would receive nothing within his 
&© lips. I was down in his chamber early in 
* the morning, and found him quite ſenſible. 
« J begged he would be pleaſed to take a 
tc little liquid to moiſten his mouth, and he 


© received at my hand three tea ſpoonfuls, 


* and has done the like ſeveral times this day. 
*© Upon inquiry he told me he lay eaſy, and 


& his mind peaceful and ſerene. I ſaid to 
« him this morning that he had taught us 
«© how to live, and was now teaching us how 
ce to die by his patience and compoſure, for 


ce he has been remarkably in this frame for 
« ſeveral days paſt. He replied, « Yes.” I 
© told him I hoped he experienced the com- 


« fort of theſe words, * I will never leave 


ic thee, nor forſake thee,” He anſwered, 1 
DE cc do.” 
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ce do.“ The caſe of a body and calmneſs of | 


mind which he enjoys is a. great mercy to 
him, and to us. His ſick chamber has no- 
thing terrifying in it. He is an upright 
man, and I doubt not but his end will be 
peace. We are ready to uſe the words of 
Fob and ſay, We ſhall ſeek him in the 
morning but he ſhall not be.” But God. 
only knows, by whoſe power he is upheld 
in life, and for wife purpoſes no doubt. 


He told me he liked I ſhould be with him. 


All other buſineſs is put off, and I am in 
the houſe night and day. I would admi- 
niſter all the relief that is in my power. 
He is worthy of all that can be done 
for him; I am your very faithful and 
truly afflicted ſervant;” On the 26th of 


November, the day after the Doctor's deceaſe, 
Mr. Parker wrote again to the ſame perſon. 


cc 


10 


cc 


cc 


cc 


ce 


At length the fatal news is come. The 
ſpirit of the good man, my dear maſter, 
took its flight from the body to worlds un- 
ſeen and joys unknown yeſterday in the 
afternoon without a ſtruggle or a groan. 


My Lady Abney, and Mrs. Abney are ſup- 


ported as well as we can reaſonably expect. 
It is an houſe of mourning and tears, for I 
have told you before now that we all at- 
tended upon him and ſerved him from a 


principle of love and eſteem. May God 
forgive us all that we have improved no 
more by him, while we enjoyed him!“ 


Thus 
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Thus did this oreat and good man thei an 
eminently holy and uſeful life finiſh his courſe 
with joy, and the laſt fight of him to the eye 
of faith was not unlike that which the corpo- 
real eye of Eliſha had of Elijab, when he 
aſcended in triumph to the heavenly glory. 
May I not apply his delightful deſcription of 


a faint launching into eternity Þ to the Doctor 
himſelf? . 


Thus Watts's ſoul forſakes this mortal ſtand 
Fearleſs, when the great maſter gives command: 
Death is the ſtorm, ſhe ſmiles to hear it roar, 

And bids the tempeſt waft her from the ſhore; 
Then with a ſkilful helm ſhe ſweeps the ſeas, 

And manages the raging ftorm with eaſe: _ 

Her faith can govern death : ſhe ſpreads her wings - 
Wide to the wind, and as ſhe fails ſhe ſings, | 
And loſes by degrees the fight of mortal er 

As the ſhores leſſen ſo her joys ariſe 

The waves roll gentler, and the tempeſt dies: St” 
Now vaſt eternity fills all her ſight, 

She floats on the broad deep with infinite delight, 
The ſeas forever calm, the ſkies forever bright. 


May I be excuſed if I take the liberty of 
adding that I ſaw the corpſe of this excellent 
man in his coffin, and obſerved nothing more 


than death in its aſpect? The countenance 


appeared quite placid, like a perſon fallen into 
a gentle ſleep, or ſuch as the ſpirit might be 
ſuppoſed to leave behind it upon its willing 
departure to the celeſtial happineſs. How 
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+ See his Lyric Poems, B. 4. Se E 
| juſtly 
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juſtly might I have ſaid at the moment I be- 
held TR dead earth, as related to ſuch an 
holy ſoul, as the Doctor does in an epitaph 
upon a pious young man, who was removed 
from our world after a lingering and painful 
illneſs? 


So ſleep the ſaints and ceaſe to groan, 
When fin and death have done their worſt: 
Chriſt has a glory like his own 

Which waits to clothe their waking duſt *. 


or might 1 not have broken out, upon the 
ſight of his lifeleſs clay, and in the faith of 
future glory, in the lines, ſomewhat varied, 
of Mr. Prior to Dr. Sherlock ? 


Thus in fuil age and hoary holineſs 

Thou haſt aſcended to thy promis'd bliſs 2 
Untouch'd thy tomb, uninjur'd be thy duſt, 

As thine own fame among the future juſt, 

Till in laft ſounds the dreadful trumpet ſpeaks, 
Till judgment calls and quicken'd nature wakes, 

Till thro” the utmoſt earth and deepeſt ſea 

Our ſcatter'd atoms find their deſtin'd way 

In haſte to clothe their kindred ſouls again, 
Perfect our ſtate, and build immortal man 

Then fearleſs thou, who well ſuſtain'd the fight, 

To paths of joy and tracks of endleſs light 

Lead up all thoſe who heard thee and believ'd; 

Midft thine own flock, great ſhepherd, be receiv'd, 
And glad all heav'n with myriads thou haſt ſav'd. 


. 
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See his Miſcellanies, No. 70. 
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I. mall add to my account of TN oaks and 


death. a deſcription of the Doctor's perſon, and 


a ſummary of his character, as I know not of 


a fitter place in my work both for the one and 
the other. | 


His ſtature was beneath the common an 
ard, perhaps not above five feet, or at moſt 
five feet two inches, but without. any thing 
like a deformity in his frame. His body was 
ſpare and lean, his face oval, his noſe aquiline, 
his complexion fair and pale, his forehead 
low, his cheek-bones rather prominent, but 
his countenance on the whole by ho means 
diſagreeable. His eyes were ſmall and grey, 
and, whenever he was attentive or eager, 
amazingly piercing and expreſſive. His 


voice was rather too fine and flender, at 
leaſt would have been thought ſo if he had 


been of a larger mould, but it was regular, 
audible, and pleaſant. But from a view of 
the cabinet let us open to the incomparable 
jewel it contained, and take a ſurvey of his 
intellectual powers, and moral and divine 
accompliſhments and graces, collecting as into 
a point what has been in ſcattered parts of our 
work obſerved concerning him. He had a 
mut vivid aud abounding genius + joined 

with 


2 „ 
—— 


— 22 


+ I recollect his telling me, “ that when he ſet him- 
e ſelf to ſtudy now in his advanced years he had only one 
66 though! 
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with the moſt patient indefatigable induſtry j 
a moſt quick conception with a tenacious mes 
mory *; a great mind ſtrengthened and cul- 
tivated by ſtudy, and repleniſhed' with the 
treaſures of a vaſt and noble literature. He 
had the copious and heavenly knowledge of 
the divine, the clear perception and patient 
thinking of the philoſopher, and the rich 
imagination and ſublime rapture of the poet ; 
One 


= WS PF" WE" "We th. 2 2 : — 


*© thought occurring when in former times he had ten.“ 
How exuberant muſt his imagination. have been in 
younger life when no poverty or interruption of his ideas 
was diſcoverable to the end of his days ? 

* As a proof of his faithful memory I well remember 
his repeating in converſation ſeveral verſes of Juve- 
nal without the leaſt heſitation. When he had ended 
them I aſked him how long it might be ſince he had 


te read that 9 80 His anſwer Was, e never ſince I was 


© a young man.“ 

+ Dr. Jennings in his funeral diſcourſe very juſtly ob- 
ſerves concerning him, that though that which gave 
© him the moſt remarkable pre-eminence was the extent 
* and ſublimity of his imagination, yet how few have 
e excelled: or even equalled him in quickneſs of appre- 
© henſion-and ſolidity of judgment!“ 

The late Lord Barrington in a letter to the Doctor giv- 
ing his opinion of one of his then recent publications, 
tells him, „that he was ſingularly happy in the diſtinct- 
“ neſs of his thoughts, and the clearneſs of his expreſſion, 
* and that no one could exceed him in a felicity of 
ranging the ideas he would convey to us.” He then 
adds, „the ſcheme you have propoſed could come only 
from a man of great acuteneſs and intenſe thought. 
The whole work ſhows a vaſt reading of the Bible, and 
that you have every text in it ready for uſe,” 

= 1 | Dr. 
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one of which characters, in ſuch an high des 
gree as he poſſeſſed it, might have been ſuf- 
ficient to have raiſed him an immortal fame. 
e was pious without oftentation ; devout 
without enthuſiafimz humble without diſguiſe; 
patient without fainting or complaint; faithful 
without moroſity; firm without rigour; zeal- 
ous without fury; and ſtudious without gloom 
or ſtiffneſs. With equal truth, and in the 
ſame manner of deſcription I might add that 
he was pleaſant without levity; mild without 
meanneſs ; learned without pride; polite with- 
out diſſimulation; bountiful without vanity 
or imprudence; and pure and temperate with- 
out the leaſt ſhadow of the contrary vices. 
In his whole courſe of life he appeared to have 
a ſingle eye to the glory of God, and the good 
of men. The goſpel of righteouſneſs and fal- 
vation he diffuſed in a wide extent from the 
pulpit, but in a much wider from the preſs, 


and what crowned all was he enforced and 


adorned what he recommended by an uncom- 


— 


Dr. Gibſon Biſhop of London in one of his letters to the 
Doctor obſerves to him that he wondered at one thing, 
* and that was how a mind which thought ſo cloſely 
could at the ſame time frame itſelf to that eaſy and fa- 
«© miliar way, which appeared in ſome other of his 


OE writings. mY 


Such were the ideas the above perſons, men of conſi- 
derable abilities, entertained of the Dedor's cloſeneſs of 
thinking, and ſolidity of judgment, at the ſame time that 
the world confeſſes the ſtrength and ſublimity of his 


imagination in his poetic Writings. 
| mon 
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mon exactneſs of life, and ſanctity of manners. 1 MW 


9 
He was a living epiſtle of his Lord and Savi- 9 
our deeply inſcribed with his honours, and 468 
known and read of all men, If Nimrod, Alex- 5 F b 
ander, and Ceſar, thoſe mighty hunters of men, 1 5 | 
abuſed their great capacities 1n cruel deſigns, and 1 


reſtleſs endeavours for the deſtruction of their = 
fellow-creatures, this excellent man's eminent 
talents were employed in his beſt attempts to 
bleſs and fave them, and in the day of uniyer- 
{al audit and retribution when theſe bloody 
heroes ſhall ſee thouſands and ten thouſands 
who fell by their victorious ſwords riſe up 
to witneſs againſt their wanton and unpro- 
voked barbarities, and call for vengeance 
upon them, thouſands and ten thouſands may 
hail this beſt af benefactors ta mankind as 
the happy inſtrument under God of their firſt 
converſion ta him, or their after aſſiſtance and 
conſolation in their way to heaven. He died 
in peace honoured and lamented, and has left 
behind him an example worthy the imitation of 
all, and eſpecially of the miniſters of the go- 
ſpel of Chriſt. Perhaps very few of the de- 
ſcendants of Adam have made nearer approaches 
to angels in intellectual powers and divine diſ- 
poſitions than Dr. Watts, and among the nu- 
merous ſtars which have adorned the hemi- 
ſphere of the Chriſtian church he has ſhone and 
will ſhine an orb of the firſt magnitude. 

A few months ſince my learned and ho- 
noured friend the Rev. Daniel Turner, M. A. 
of Apingaon Berks ſent me a Latin epitaph upon 
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the Doctor, * which he tells me he compoſed 
* many years ago for his private entertain- 
“% ment.” I ſhall inſert it together with his 


Engliſh verſion as it may very properly follow | 


the deſcription I have given of the Doctor's cha- 


racter, as it is ſo remarkably harmonious with it. 


E „ 


ISAAGCT . r. 
| | M. S. | 
Quem tot linguis, tam juſtè celebrat fama 
Hac inſcriptione ſepulchrali 
Commemoratur, | 
Vir admodum reverendus, 
Isaacus WArrs, S. T. P. 

Cui corpus fragile et languidum, 
Mens, tamen cognata ccelo, 
Vigore plena, ſagax, atque ad omnia 

Præſtantiſſima parata; ; 
Literis tam humanis quam facris, 
Et, quod ſupra, pietate vera 
Ornata. 
Vixit 
Integræ benevolentiæ, modeſtiæ eximiæ, 
Et omnigenz virtutis 
Præclarum exemplar; 
Deoque multùm hominibuſgue dilectus: 
Præco 
Verbi divini, mira orationis 
Vi et ſuavitate præditus, 
Veritatis amator ſincerus, 
Et pacificus cultor: 
Per plurimos annos, 
Ccetũs CyurIsTUM colentium 
Apv1 Londinum 
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F idelis vigilanſque præſes: 
Vates inſignis, 

Qui nobis (numine afflatus vero) 
Jeſſiadæ odas Hebraicas, 
Sermone patrio, - 

F cliciterqui ad modum cultũs evangelici 
Aptas prebuit ; | 
M.-ultaque præterea, 
Carmine ſublimi, exculto, et numeroſo, 
Alia, amicitiz et virtuti dicata, 
Domini JesU nomini gratizque alia, 
Delicias piorum omnia edidit ; 
Ediditque etiam 
Tractatus plures, numeris ſolutos, | 
De rebus ſacris, artibuſque ingenuis; 
In quibus omnibus, 
Ingenii ejus vis magna, judicii ſolertia, 
Et cordis benignitas 


IIluſtriſſimè enitent. 
Tandem, ſenectute, morbis, tædiiſque 


Vitæ perutihs attritus, 
Decreto divino conceſſit 
Die Nov. 25% A D. 1748. Etat. 75. 
Fleti multo omnium deploratus, 
Sapientium, bonorumque maximè. 
Sed licet obruit 
Domicilium terreſtre ruina tam deflenda 
Ms tamen incola, 
Invicta Letho, vincliſque mortalibus exuta, 
Poli paterni limina attigit, 
Vitamque degit divinè beatam; 
Atqui ardenter tempus mirabile 
Olim prædictum expectans, 
Cum miniftri ſupremi tuba 
Orbem attonitum concutiet, 
Et oſſa, nunc tumulo condita, 
Ad vitam ſempiternam vocabit: 
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Quando, 
Quam bonus, magnuſque, dignuſque 
lic fuit laudis, | 
(Quod data eſt nec Muſz nec Famæ copia fandi) 
Tu plene cognoſces, lector, 
Totuſque mirabitur 
Mundus! 


AN EPI T A p H 
[Cad to the Memory Isaac Warts, D. D. 


This monumental inſcription 
Commemorates the very Reverend 
Isaac Warrs, D. D. 

The man ſo juſtly celebrated 
By univerſal fame. 

He had a weak and languid body, 

But a ſoul akin to heaven, 

Vigorous, ſagacious, 

And prepar'd for every thing excellent; 
Adorn'd with univerſal literature, 
And, what is ſtill more, 
With real piety. 

He lived an illuſtrious example 
Of pure benevolence, 
Extraordinary humility, 

And every kind of virtue; 
Greatly beloved both of Gad and man. 
| He was a preacher 
Of. 2dmirably ſweet and powerful elocution; 

A ſincere lover, | 

And pacific promoter 

Of truth; 
For many years 
A faithful and vigilant paſtor 
Of a Chriſtian ſociety 


In Lendoan : 
The 
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The excellent poet, 

Who, inſpired by a Muſe truly divine, 
Gave us the Pſalms of David in Engliſb verſe, 
| Happily adapted to the Chriſtian ſtate and worſhip, 

And publiſhed beſides many pieces 
In ſublime, polite, and harmonious numbers, 
Some ſacred to virtue and friendſhip, 
And others to the name and grace 
Of the LoxD Jesvs ; 
All of them the delight of the pious. 
He publiſhed alſo 
Several tracts in proſe 
On divine ſubjects, and the libefal arts; 
In all which, 
The great ſtrength of his genius, 
The acuteneſs of his judgment, 
And the goodneſs of his heart 
Are illuftriouſly diſplay'd 
At length, 
Worn out with age, ſickneſs, and the toils 
| Of a very uſeful life, he died, 
Nov. 25, 1748, in the 75th year of his age, 
_ Much lamented by all, 
Eſpecially by the wiſe and the good. 
But, though a ruin ſo deplorable 
Has cruſh'd his tenement of clay, 
The indwelling Mixp, | 
VUnſubdued by death, 
And freed from mortal chains, 
Has reach'd her kindred ſkies, 
And lives divinely bleſt ; 
Yet waits with ſtrong def re 
The wondrous day of old predicted, 
When the archangel's trump 
Shall ſhake the aſtoniſh'd globe, 
And call the duſt, 
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Now treaſur'd in the tomb 
I 00 life immortal. 
When, how good, and great, 

And worthy of praiſe. he was, 
(Which; nor the Mufe nor Fame can ne 
Reader, thou ſhalt know, 

And all the world . | 


If the charatier 1 have given of the Doctor 


ſhould ſeem too highly wrought, and that 
my eſteem for him has made me in ſome de- 
gree exceed the ſtrictneſs of truth I will only 
ay with the compilers of Archbiſhop Secker's 
life (Dr. Porteus and Dr. Stinton) transferring 
to Dr. Watts what they apply to him, < that 
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this is what I judged proper to lay before 
the world in relation to this excellent man, 
not with any view of exalting his character 
higher than it deſerves, but of making its 
real value more generally known. To ſore 
no doubt the portrait here drawn of him 


will appear a flattering one, but it will be 


much eaſier to call than to prove it ſuch. 
Nothing has been advanced but what is 


founded on the moſt authentic evidence, 


nor has any circumſtance been deſignedly 


ſtrained beyond the truth; but if he did 


really live and act in ſuch a manner that the 
moſt faithful delineation of his character 
muſt neceſſarily have the air of panegyric, 
it is owing not to the copy, but the ori- 
Sinal. oa 
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c HAP. XI. 
The Ref Zr old bes as to Daus. ; 


HE Door was interred in a very V hats 
ſome manner amidſt a vaſt concourſe of 
people in the burial-ground in [Bunbiull-fields, 
London. His pall was ſupported by ſix re- 
ſpectable miniſters, two of the Pre/dyterian, 
two of the Congregational, and two of the Anti- 
pdobaptiſt denominations. Dr. Samuel Chand» 
ler delivered an oration at the grave, which 
was afterwards printed, in which are the fol- 
lowing juſt commendations of the deceaſed, 
We here commit to the ground the venera- 
ble remains of one win being intruſted 
with many excellent talents by him who is 
the giver of every good and perfect gift, 
cheerfully and unweariedly employed them 
as a faithful ſteward of the manifold grace 
of God in his Maſter's ſervice, approving 
himſelf as a miniſter of Chriſt in much pa- 
tience, in afflictions, and diſtreſfes, by pure- 
neſs, by knowledge, by long: ſuffering, by 
kindneſs, by love unfeigned, by the word 
of truth, by the armour of righteouſneſs, 
by honour and diſhonour, by evil report 
and good report, and who, amidſt trials 
from within and from without, was conti- 
nued by the kind providence of God, L_ 
« the 
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« the powerful ſupports of his grace to a good 
c old age honoured and beloved by all par- 
« ties, retaining. his uſefulneſs till he had 
juſt finiſhed his courſe, and being at laſt fa- 
« youred, according to his own wiſhes and 
c prayers, With a releaſe from the labours of 
ce life into that peaceful ſtate of good men, 
et which commences immediately after death. 
« O how delightful is that voice from heaven 
ce which has thus pronounced, Bleſſed are the 
« dead who die in the Lord? Yes, faith the 
« Spirit, that they may reft from their la- 
« bours, and their works follow them.” 

On the 11th of December, a little more than 
a fortnight after the Do#or's death, Dr. Fen- 
nings preached a funeral ſermon to the church 
of which Dr. Watts was paſtor from Heb. xi. 


* 


4. By it, he being dead yet ſpeaks, 


which there is a draught of his character, of 
which we have made frequent uſe, and to 
which we own ourſelves much obliged in the 
courſe of theſe memoirs. De. John Milner alſo 
preached a ſermon at Peckham near London on 
the fame day, and afterwards printed it. His 
text was taken from Revel. xiv. 13. And ! 
« heard a voice from heaven ſaying unto me, 
« Write, bleſſed are the dead which die in 
« the Lord, from henceforth, yea, ſaith the 
«« Spirit that they may reſt from their labours, 
« and their works follow them.” The title 
of the ſermon is, The reft and reward of good 
nen at death, and it is ſaid to have been deli- 

i verech 
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vered the next Lord's day after the interment 
of that eminent, faithful, and uſeful miniſter 
of Jeſus Chriſt Dr. IJſaac Watts. In a letter 
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cc 


cc 
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cc 


cc 


cc 
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cc 


cc 
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cc 
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cc 


cc 


ec 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


ic 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


prefixed to his diſcourſe to a friend whoſe name 


not mentioned Dr. Milner obſerves © that 
while Dr. Watts lived he was an honour to 
the Diſſenters. His uncommon genius, his 
polite taſte, his pious. and uſeful labours 
ſhould endear his memory to thoſe who had 


the credit and benefit of them. A weak 


conſtitution too often confined him from 
appearing in active life, yet this he com- 
penſated by his diligence in the contempla- 


tive. He did not retreat to indolence and 


eaſe, under the favour of an honourable 
friendſhip, but fully employed himſelf m 
finiſhing thoſe plans he deſigned for the 
good af mankind. The number of his 
works juſt publiſhed, and thoſe he left be- 
hind him in manuſcript ſhow that he was 
diligent in his retirement, and animated in 
his compoſitions by generous and ſocial af- 
fections. His works generally met with 
acceptance, as he wrote with caſe and ele- 
gance, and could from the richneſs of his 
imagination enliven the moſt common ſub- 


jects, and add a luſtre to the molt intereſt- 


ing. His charity was very extenſive to 


honeſt men in different ſentiments from him- 


ſelf. He firmly adhered to what he took 
to be truth, and as freely condemned error, 
but at : the ſame time was ready to make 


« allowance 
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ct 
cc 
cc 
ce 
cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


allowance for human weakneſs, and to con- 
ſider the different ſentiments among chriſti- 
ans, if they did not eclipſe the diſtinguiſh- 
ing glories of our holy religion, and deſtroy 
its practical power and influence, I ſay he 
could conſider them, as monuments 'of our 
imperfection, and trials of our charity to 
one another.” | 

Towards the cloſe of his letter Dr. Milner 


adds, Such was Dr. Watts's chriſtian temper 


cc 
ac 
cc 
ce 
cc 
xc 
cc 
te 
cc 


cc 


cc 


„ 


cc 
cc 


cc 


that it diſpoſed him to friendſhip with per- 
ſons of different denominations. Such were 
his abilities and labours that he has ac- 
quired to his name a. kind of immortality 
on earth. His name will be mentioned 
with reſpect while true vital religion pre- 
ſerves its authority amongſt us, while li- 
berty and the goſpel ſhall be the honour of 
Great Britain. When we come to inſtruct 
our young friends at home, or to praiſe 
God in our public aſſemblies the name of 
this excellent man will be repeated, who 
has furniſhed us with ſuch agreeable helps 
for both, neither will his name or worth 
be unknown to the ſchools of philoſophy.“ 
Mr. afterwards Dr. Caleb Aſpworth preached 


and printed a ſermon on Dr. Watts's death to 
his congregation at Daventry in Northampton- 
ſchire from 2 Sam. iii. 38. Know ye not 


cc 


Co 


that there 1s a prince, and a great man 
fallen this day in Iſrael ?” entitled Reflex- 


zons on the fail of a great man, It contains à 


ſketch 
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ſketch of the Doctor's character chiefly drawn 


from his writings, which may not be unaccept- 


able to our Readers. Dr. Watts's labours, 


cc 


cc 


ſays this writer, as an author were amazing, 
eſpecially conſidering: the invincible embar- 
go ſo often laid upon him by extreme weak- 
neſs, and his perſeverance in them truly 
noble and generous, when bodily indiſpoſi- 
tion might have formed a 1 powerful 
eee e | 

«© Though he was capable of tente with 
the greateſt men on the moſt abſtruſe ſub- 


jects, as appears by his ſucceſsful attempts 


to make ſome of the learned ſciences more 
caſily attained, yet he condeſcended to be 4 
teacher of babes; and happy is it for us, and 
for our children that he did, he having fur- 


niſhed us with the beſt aſſiſtance we any 


where meet with for inſtructing them in the 
doctrine and hiſtory of our bibles, for preſerving 


them from the vices and follies to which they 


are ſo: much expoſed, as well as forming 
their unpractiſed lips to the ſublime duties 
of prayer and praiſe. 

6 Nor has he confined his labours to . 
plaining theſe duties to children, But has 
given us 4 free and rational account of the 


gift; grace, and ſpirit of prayer, ſuited to the 


edification of the moſt eminent Chriſtians, 


yet containing ſuch directions for the prac- 


cc 


cc 


tice of it, as will leave the meaneſt and moſt 
ignorant without excuſe in the neglect of 
| « that 
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« that duty; and his attempts to render our an- 
< thems of praiſe more evangelical and edifying 


were ſo ſucceſsful' that our circumſtances 
can hardly be ſo uncommon, but we may 


find a ſacred ſong ſuited to our caſe. The 


happy manner in which he has rendered 
theſe. compoſures intelligible to the ignorant 


and literate, yet inſtructive and delightful 
to the more intelligent, ſhow at once how 


warm a deſire of extenſive uſefulneſs ani- 
mated his heart, and how ſkilful an hand 
directed his pen, while the ſtrong 1mages, 
the bold flights, the lively painting, the 
ſublimity of thought, and majeſty of ex- 
preſſion, which occur in ſome other of his 
poetical writings proclaim what a maſter he 
was in that art, and how much ſelf-denial 
he practiſed in condeſcending to a lower 
ſtrain when the genius of thoſe for whom he 
wrote required 1 it. 

«« The pains he has taken to FRE) the go- 
ſpel ſhow what an high veneration of it poſ- 
ſeſſed his heart. The growing neglect of 
this gave him concern, and engaged him to 
enter à caveat againſt infidelity, and to illuſ- 
trate the humbling truth of the weakneſs of 
human reaſon againſt thoſe who magnified its 
ſufficiency to the diſhonour and neglect of 
divine revelation. 

« But it was not the name of a revelation, 
that pleaſed him, or the belief of it alone 


that he aimed to promore, but a cordial and 
ec affectionate 
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tt affectionate ſenſe of its peculiar diſcoveries. *l 
ct Tt was this which engaged him to. diſcourſe "0 
1 | 2 1 
c on the great deſign of the goſpel as having vv 
1 


« its foundation in the ruin of mankind by the 


abs ig n 
— — — 


a Rs, 2 Tot 4 4 
« fall of their firſt parents, and intended for our 4h 
recovery; and as he ſaw with unfeigned grief v8 


* 


* 


the neglect with which the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
« and his Spirit were treated he has particu- 
« larly conſidered and defended the character 
© and offices of the Redeemer and Saniifier in 
ce this important work, namely, the recovery 
« of finners to the favour and likeneſs of 
«© God. | | 
His deſign in all his theological writings 
cc moſt apparently was to promote practical 
« and vital "religion, without which he well 
knew a ſpeculative belief of the goſpel, or 
« the warmeſt zeal for irs peculiar doctrines 
ce would be of no importance. The decay of 
ce this appeared to him ſo general and threat- 
« ening that it "occaſioned his making an 
« humble, and, bleſſed be God, I hope in many 
« inſtances a ſucceſsful attempt towards its re- 
« vival by a ſerious and affectionate addreſs to 
« miniſters and people urging upon them the 
ce reſpe&ive advantages they enjoyed, and the 
© obligations to which they were bound to do 
« their utmoſt in ſo neceſſary a work. But leſt 
« it ſhould degenerate into cold and lifeleſs 
« formality he has largely inſtructed us in the 
« nature of the human paſſions, their uſe and abuſe 
« in matters of religion, and eſpecially in the 
2 ce nature, 
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cc nature, importance, and influence of the love of 
ce Cod, by the prevalence of which in the ſoul 
ee all the reſt of the paſſions will be Egon 
« and conſecrated. ; n 

&« His ſermons on. various ſubjects have been a 
tc cordial to us in our retirements, and in- 
« ſtructive in our families, as well as have 
« often entertained us on ſuch occaſions as 
« theſe *. I need not remind you my friends 
c of the peculiar pleaſure with which we have 
5 peruſed his diſcourſes on the pious ſoul's 
« drawing nigh to God, or of the pleaſing and 
« awful affections which have by turns poſ- 
te ſeſſed our minds, while he deſcribed the 
lovely youth periſbing in ſin. How many of 
« us have been refreſhed by his evangelical dif 
L ce courſes? Our faith in the truth of the goſpel has 
j « been confirmed, our regards to Chriſt the Lamb of 
x % God ſtrengthened, the hopes of the weakeſt in- 
6 ce creaſed, while we have ſeen the beginnings 
F % and firſt acts of faith deſcribed, and carried on 
= « almoſt to affurance when we ſaw it in its 
= higheſt advances, and grown up, as it were, 
4 ccc to knowledge and certainty. How have 
| e our hearts glowed and gathered confidence, 
ec when the witneſs of the Spirit has been ex- 
« plained? And we have found all our expe- 
cc rience related to us in thoſe juſt and lively 
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An Evening Lecture, where a printed ſermon of the . 
Doctor's was ſometimes read. | 
ce defcriptions 
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« deſcriptions of the . between hy RFeſb 
« and ſpirit. 

« He was a true friend to liberty; dhodich 
te he would never give up the cauſe of truth, 
ce or ſacrifice any part of the goſpel to make a 
« comprehenſion with infidels. He knew how 
ce to contend earneſtly, and yet in the ſpirit of 
cc peace, for the faith once delivered to the 


c ſaints, and he has explained and defended 


e what appeared to him according to ſcripture 
« ſtandard, orthodoxy, at the ſame time repre- 
« ſenting it in the cloſeſt connexion with 
cc charity. 

« And to engage our regards to the whole 
ce ſcheme of Chriſtian doctrines and duties, 
ee graces and virtues, he held forth the pro- 
ce miſed crown of life, directing our views to 
« thoſe bleſſed abodes, where ſeparate ſpirits 
« are made perfect, and in the ſtrongeſt colours 
c painting before us the different eternal ſtates 
« of the world to come. 

<«« Theſe are ſome of his principal labours as 
« a writer in the ſervice of religion. But be- 
ſides this his heart and life were a fair book, 
« in which the ſeveral characters of a true 
Chriſtian were plainly delineated, where — 


La) 
* 


A 
La) 


* 
A 


« benevolence to men together with the in- 
fluence theſe principles ſnould have on the 
© whole temper and conduct were exhibited 
« with a more engaging luſtre than any de- 
2 2 c ſcriptions 
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love of God, faith in Chriſt, and diffuſive - 
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* ſcriptions could afford, even from a pen like 
cc his own.” 
Fo the above honourable and public teſti- 
monies to the Doctor's uncommon merits we 
will add ſome poems which were printed ſoon 
after his deceaſe; the two laſt of which eſpe- 


cially, if we are not miſtaken, not only do 


honour to his memory, but to the authors 


themſelves. 
i A FM 
On the Death of the Rev. DR. WarTTs. 
To real merit due this humble ſong, 
Watts] now no more, to thee be ſacred long; 
Sweet were thy numbers as thy ſoul was great, 
In virtue rich, in piety replete ; | 
In vain to thee Vice ſounds her ſoft alarms, 
In vain ſhe ſpreads her gay alluring charms, 
Thy ſteady zeal the wily foe o'erthrew, 
And gave her veil'd deformity to view *, 
From thee our youths enlarg'd their op'ning views +, 
Learn'd heav'nly truths, and reaſon's proper uſe g. 
What varied beauties grac'd thy tuneful lyre ! 
To charm, reſtrain, improve, correct, inſpire, 
From torturing fears the ſoul depreſs'd to free 
Ev'n David's ſtrains receiv'd new charms from thee |. 
In haſte to aid, but in reſentment flow, 
An ardent friend, and quick-forgiving foe. 


n 


* An hymn called the Deceitfulnefs of fin. 

+ He wrote ſeveral pieces for the uſe of children and. 
youth in proſe and verſe. | | 

t Sermons on various ſubjects and Logic, 

Book of Hymns and Here Lyrice. 

} Verſion of David's Pſalms. 
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O may thy ſoul, now loos'd from mortal clay, 
Wing its ſwift flight to realms of endleſs day, 
There all its glories, all its joys improve 

In ſcenes of perfect purity and love! 


To the Memory of the Rev. DR. Is AAc War rs. 
By the Rev. Mr. Moſes Browne *. 


Thy funeral honours weeping friends have paid: 
Peace to thine hallow'd duſt, paternal ſhade ! 
Our thoughts thoſe mournful images employ : 
O lately ours, whom angels now enjoy! | 
Still lows the tear, which wiſdom bids us blame ; 
Self-love its weakneſs hides with ſorrow's name: 
For thee fo beſt in life, in death ſo bleſt, 
Should ev'ry tear be dry'd, and plaint ſuppreſt, 
Faith ſhould her triumph o' er weak ſenſe diſplay : 
Death was, dear ſaint, thy coronation-day. 
Shall ſaints above their acclamations ſhow ?. 
And ſadneſs damp the pomp from ſaints below? 
Souls of one temper, one fraternal race, 
One in communion, tho' disjoin'd in ſpace ? 
Yet theſe, ſo happy now, their toils and fears 
Once knew, bewilder'd in this vale of tears, 
Known too by thee how late, while here below, 
O gentle ſhade, juſt freed from mortal woe, 
How vaſt thy tranſient change I fee thee now 
Light robes thy form, and glory wreaths thy brow: 
And hark ! I hear thee. O thy tuneful tongue ! 
Round the Lamb's bliſsful throne thou breath'ſt his 

ſong. 55 | | 

Reſt in thy bliſs. —Be ours thy life's eſſay, 
Thy bright example leading all the way. 


* Vicar of Olney, Bucks. 
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Thy labour'd volumes nobleſt fame ſhall give, 
And through each age for its inſtruction live: 
In ev'ry character thy merits ſhine, 
Admir'd in each, faint, poet, ſage, divine 
To thee heav*n's largeſt truſt of talents fell, 
So humbly all poſſeſs'd, and us'd ſo well! 

Adieu—till thy ſhort ſleep be paſt— adieu! 
Hope keeps aſſur'd thy waking hour in view: 
Our eyes,. which ſorrowing o'er thy lifeleſs duſt, 
Saw the baſe earth receive its precious truſt, 
Again ſhall view from that diſhonouring bed 
View thee in vernal glories lift thy head, 
Mark thy bright way and ſee thee radiant riſe, 
Fair as a ſun to gild eternal ſkies, 
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On the Death of the Rev. Dx. WarTs, 
By the Rev. Mr. Benjamin Sowden “. 
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From earth remov'd, in ev'ry virtue warm, 
Adieu! bright ſeraph in an human form, 
Whoſe nobleſt lot indulgent heav'n aſſign'd 

Whate*er could charm, or edify mankind : 
Whom true poetic talents largely bleſt, 
Whoſe tuneful vein not hoary age ſuppreſs'd ; 
He, like ſome dying ſwan, beneath the reeds 
Of rivers gliding through delightful] meads 
In ſweeteſt notes reſign'd his parting breath, 
And ſunk melodious in th? embrace of death. 
His much-Jov'd muſe Urania, heav'nly maid, 
With artleſs grief bewails her fav'rite dead. 
Her boſom heaving with inceſſant ſighs 
Stream the big ſorrows from her melting eyes, 
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* Miniſter of the Englih Church at Rotterdam, lately 
> Whoſe 


deceaſed. 
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Whoſe graceful orbs, ſuffus'd their brilliant pow'r, 
Look faint, as ſun- beams ſhining thro? a ſhow'r. 
No more with harmony divine ſhe ſings, 

Nor airs celeſtial warble on her ſtrings : 

Her once enchanting lyre relax'd and broke 
Hangs now neglected on the blaſted oak, 
While, in the gloom of willows, which o'erlook 
The ſable waters of yon filent brook, 

Whoſe leaden ſtream ne'er mantles to the wind, 
Fix'd in dumb ſadneſs, on her arm reclin'd, 
With cheek all wan, and wild diſhevel'd hair, 
She lies a breathing ſtatue of deſpair, 

Not cauſeleſs anguiſh this her darling thou, 

Illuſtrious ſhade! while refident below; | 
While green in youth ſhe prompted thee to raiſe 
In her exalted numbers virtue's praiſe &, 

To ſtrike with matchleſs ſkill the vocal lyre, 
And kindle in thy breaſt Pindaric fre +. 

Oh loſt too early, tho' thy life was long! 

Who now ſhall riſe renown'd in Lyric ſong ? 
The harlotries of vice with verſe control, 

And pour inſtruction o'er the raptur'd ſoul ? 

Nor weeps o'er Watts the Lyric Muſe alone, 

Fair Science hears her, and returns the groan: 
Beneath yon yew-tree's melancholy ſhade, 

On the cold. ground her form divine is laid: 
Penſive and pale her ſpeaking looks expreſs 
Beyond the force of words a vaſt diſtreſs ; 
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| So the fond mother mourns her infant-truſt, 
Her blooming offspring mingled with the duſt. 
Well might thou weep, Parnaſſian virgin! well 

Lament to think in Watts what learning fell; | 
Nurs'd by thy care, and train'd beneath thy wing, q 
He drank deep draughts of knowledge from thy ſpring, i) 

* Religuiæ Juveniles. © + Hore Lyrice. of 
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And, when poſleſs'd of an extenſive ſhare; 

Rejoic'd to lead his. fellow-mortals there; 

He broke the ſubtle cobwebs of the ſchools, 

Freed the young genius from unmeaning rules, 

Led reaſon ſafely thro thꝰ illuſive maze *, 

Where wide from truth bewitching fancy ſtrays. 

Small was his ſtature, but his manly ſoul 

Could graſp the globe, and reach the diſtant pole, 

With eaſe the vivid planets courſe could trace, 

Thro' their wide orbits in the fields of ſpace +, 

But not the graces ſcience can impart. 

Vy'd with his moral excellence of heart, 

There unaffected goodneſs reign'd, and thence 

Ruſh'd the ſtrong tide of warm benevolence ; 

Eaſy of acceſs, in the ſocial hour 

Cenſure grew dumb, and envy ceas'd to lour, 

Surpris'd to hear his copious accents flow, 

Wiſe without art, and learn'd without the ſhow, 
Say ye his flock, his late peculiar care 

For whom he wreſtled oft in fervent pray'r, 

What tranſports ran thro” all your mental frame, 

Whene'er he made redeeming love his theme ? 

When he proclaim'd deliverance from ſin 

How eagerly ye drank the muſic in! 

But, when he chang'd the tender ſcene, and ſhow'd 

Th' awaken'd anger of an awful God, 

Full in your ears all Sinai's terrors rung, | 

Flaſh'd from his eye- balls, thunder'd from his tongue: 

Againſt himſelf his conſcience rouz'd in arms 

The daring finner trembles at th' alarms, 

Juſt are the tears to ſuch a paſtor giv'n, 

Who taught at once, and Jed the way to heav'n, 

Whoſe life enforc'd the rules he urg'd on you, 

And was himſelf the great, good man he drew. 
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But while the Doctor's tranſcendent worth 
procured him theſe ' honours which, like rich 
perfume or fragrant lowers were all volunta- 
rily ſcattered on his grave, yet he in his life- 
time ſeemed concerned to prevent what might 
have been only proper and becoming honours 
over the place where his duſt was to be depo- 
ſited. He gave directions to have only a ſtone 
erected to his memory with the following hum- 
ble inſcription, a compliance with which pre- 
cluded any other which might have contained 
his juſt praiſes. 

* ſſaac Watts, D. D. paſtor of a church of 
cc Chriſt i in London, ſucceſſor to the Rev. Mr. 
cc Joſeph Caryl, Dr. Fobn Owen, Mr. David 
« Clarkſon, and Dr. Iſaac Chaunty, after fifty 
« years of feeble labours in the goſpel, inter- 
« rupted by four years of tireſome ſickneſs, 
te was at laſt diſmiſſed to his reſt 

« In uno IEsu omnia. 
« 2 Cor. v. 8. Abſent from the body, and 
te preſent with the Lord. 

« Col. iii. 4. When Chriſt who is my life 
ce ſhall appear, then ſhall I alſo appear with 
* him in glory.” 

This inſcription wich the time of his death 
accordingly appears upon an handſome tomb 
in Bunbill-fields burying-ground raiſed to his 
memory (as mentioned on the monument) at 
the joint expence of Sir Jobn Hartopp, Bart. 
once the Doctor's pupil, and Dame Mary Ab- 


ney, in whoſe houſe he ſo long and ſo happily 
reſided, 
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reſided, and who, as ſhe expreſſed herſelf to 
me ſoon after his death, had in him the 
be bleſſing of a prophet in her family,” 


CHAP. XIL 
Select Letters of his Correſpondents. 


L EF TEN Jo 


From Mr. afterwards Dr. Thomas Secker, firſt 
Biſhop of Oxford, and for ſeveral years before 
Bis death Archbiſhop of Canterbury. 

Rev. SIR, | Glouceſter, Wy, 18, 1711: 


EFORE I give you an account of the 
ſtate of our academy, , and thoſe other 
things you deſired me, pleaſe to accept of 
my hearty thanks for that ſervice you have 
done me, both in adviſing me to proſecute my 
ftudies in ſuch an extraordinary place of edu- 
cation, and in procuring me admittance into 
it. I wiſh my improvements may be anſwer- 
able to the advantages I enjoy ; but, however 
that may happen, your kindneſs has fixed me 
in a place where I may be very happy, and 
ſpend my time to good purpoſe ; and where, 
if I do not, the fault will be all my own. 
1 am ſenſible how difficult it is to give a 
character of any perſon or thing, becauſe the 
moſt probable gueſſes we make very often 


prove falſe ones. But, ſince you are pleaſed 
2 to 
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to , defire it, I think myſelf obliged to give you 
the beſt and moſt EE Ars account of matters 


can. 
Mr. Jones then I take to be a man 8 real 


piety, great learning, and an agreeable temper; 


one who is very diligent in inſtructing all un- 
der his care, very well qualified to give in- 
ſtructions, and whoſe well - managed famili- 
arity will always make him reſpected. He is 
very ſtrict in keeping good orders, and will 
effectually preſerve his pupils from negligence 
and immorality. And accordingly I believe 
there are not many academies freer in general 
from thoſe vices than we are. In particular, 


my bedfellow Mr. Scott + is one of unfeigned 
religion, and a diligent ſearcher after truth. 


His genteel carriage and agreeable diſpoſition 


gain him the eſteem of every one. Mr. Grif- 
fith is more than ordinary ferious and grave, 
and improves more 1n every thing than one 


es. 


+ Afterwards Dr. Daniel Scott, with whom I was inti- 
mately acquainted. He was a very learned and amiable 
man. After he had ſtudied under Mr. Jones he removed 
to Utrecht for further education, where he took the degree 
of Doctor of laws, but never, from what I have ever 
learned, entered on the work of the miniſtry. In the year 
1741 he publiſhed a new verſion of St. Mazthew's Goſpel 
with critical notes, and an Examination of Dr. Millrs 
various readings. He publiſhed alſo in the year 1745 
an Appendix to H. Stephens's Greek Lexicon in two vo- 
lumes. He dedicated them to Dy. Secker and Dr. Butler, 
who had been his fellow-ſtudents at Mr. Jones's. 
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could expect from a man who ſeems to be not 
much under forty ; particularly in Greek and 
Hebrew he has made a great progreſs. Mr. 
Francis * and Mr. Watkins are diligent in ſtudy 
and truly religious. The elder Mr. Fones, ha- 
ving had a better education than they, will in 
all probability make a greater ſcholar ; and his 
brother is one of quick parts. | 
Our Logic, which we have read once over, is 
ſo contrived as to comprehend all Heereboord, 
and the far greater part of Mr. Locke's Eſſay, 
and the Art of thinking. What Mr. Jones dic- 
tated to us was but ſhort, containing a clear 
and brief account of the matter, references to 
the places where it was more fully treated of, 
and remarks on, or explications of the authors 
cited, when need required, At our next lec- 
ture we gave an account both of what the 
author quoted and our tutor ſaid, who com- 
monly then gave us a larger explication of it, 
and ſo proceeded to the next thing in order, 
He took care, as far as poſſible, that we under- 
ſtood the ſenſe as well as remembered the words. 
of what we had read, and that we ſhould not 
ſuffer ourſelves to be cheated with obſcure 


— 


Not improbably Mr. Henry Francis, for ſome time 
Aſſiſtant in London to the Rev. Mr. Fohn Foxon, and after- 
wards Paſtor of the church at Southampton. I have now 
before me an original letter of Dr. Warts to him, dated 
March 1oth, 1728-9, perſuading Mr. Francis's ſtay at 
Southampton, in which are expreſſions of the warmeſt affec- 
tion and eſteem. | 
| terms 


Dx. IS AAC WATTS. 349 
terms which had no meaning. Though he be 
no great admirer of the old Logic, yet he has 
taken a great deal of pains both in explaining 
and correcting Heereboord, and has for the moſt 
part made him intelligible, or ſhewn that he is 
not ſo. 

The two Mr. Jones's, Mr. Francis, Mr, Wat- 
kins, Mr. Sheldon, and two more gentlemen are 
to begin Fewiſh Antiquities in a ſhort time. 1 
was deſigned for one of their number, but ra- 
ther choſe to read Logic once more; both be- 
cauſe I was utterly unacquainted with it when 
came to this plate, and becauſe the others 
having all, except Mr. Francis, been at other 
academies will be obliged to make more haſte 
than thoſe in a lower claſs, and conſequently 
cannot have ſo good or large accounts of any 
thing, nor ſo much time to ſtudy every head: 
We ſhall have gone through our courſe in about 
four years time, which I believe nobody that 
once knows Mr. Jones will think too long. 

I began to learn Hebrew as ſoon as I came 
hither, and find myſelf able now to conſtrue, 
and give ſome grammatical account of about 
twenty verſes in the eaſier parts of he Bible af- 
ter leſs than an hour's preparation. We read 
every day two verſes a-piece in the Hebrew 
Bible which we turn into Greek (no one know- 
ing which his verſes ſhall be, though at firſt it 
was otherwiſe). And this with ne is our 
morning's work. 


Mr. 
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Mr. Fones alſo began about three months ago 
ſome critical lectures in order to the expoſition 
you adviſed him to. The principal things con- 
tained in them are about the Antiquity of the 


Hebrew Language, Letters, Vawels, the Incorrup- - 


tion of the Scriptures, ancient Diviſions of the 
Bible, an account of the Talmud, Maſora, and 
Cabala. We are at preſent upon the Septuagint, 
and ſhall proceed after that to the Targumim, 
and other verſions, &c. Every part is ma- 
naged with abundance of perſpicuity, and ſel- 
dom any material thing is omitted that other 
authors have ſaid upon the point, though very 
frequently we have ufeful additions of things 

which are not to be found in them. We have 
ſcarce been upon any thing yet but Mr. Jones 
has had thoſe writers which are moſt valued on 
that head, to which he always refers us. This 
is what we firſt ſet about in the afternoon; 
which being finiſhed we read a chapter in the 
Greek Teſtament, and after that Mathematics. 
We have gone through all that is commonly 
taught of Algebra and Proportion, with the fix 
firſt books of Euclid, which is all Mr, Jones de- 
ſigns for the gentlemen I mentioned above, but 
he intends to read ſomething more to the clats 
that comes after them. 

This is our daily employment, which i in the 

morning takes up about two hours, and ſome- 
thing more in the afternoon. Only on Wedneſ- 
days in the morning we read Dionyſius s Periegeſis, 


on which we have notes moſtly geographical, 
but 
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but with ſame criticiſms intermixed; and in 
the afternoon we have no lecture at all. So on 
Saturday in the afternoon we have only a zbefes, 
which none but they who have done with Logic 
have any concern in. We are alſo juſt begin- 
ning to read {/ocrates and Terence each twice a 
week. On the latter. our tutor will give us 
ſome notes which he received in a college from 
Perizomus. 

We are obliged to riſe at fo of the clock 
every morning, and to ſpeak Zain always, ex- 
cept when below ſtairs amongſt the family. 
The people where we live are very civil, and 
the greateſt inconvenience we ſuffer is, that we 
fill the houſe rather too much, being ſixteen in 
number beſides My. Jones. But I ſuppoſe the 
increaſe of his academy will oblige him to re- 
move next ſpring. We paſs our time very 


agreeably betwixt ſtudy and converſation with 


our tutor, who is always ready to diſcourſe 
freely of any thing that is uſeful, and allows. us 
either then or at lecture all imaginable liberty 
of making objections againſt his opinion, and 
proſecuting them as far as we can. In this 
and gvery thing elſe he ſhows himſelf ſo much 
a 3 and manifeſts ſo great an affec- 
tion and tenderneſs for his pupils, as cannot but 


command reſpect and love. I almoſt forgot 
to mention our tutor's library which is com- 


poſed for the moſt part of foreign books, which 
ſeem to be very well choſen, and are every 


of great advantage t to us. 
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Thus I have endeavoured, Sir, to give you 
an account of all that I thought material or 
obſervable amongſt us. As for my own part, I 
apply myſelf with what diligence I can to every 
thing which is the ſubject of our lectures, with- 
out preferring one ſubje& before another; be- 
cauſe I fee nothing we are engaged in, but 
what 1s either neceſſary, or extremely uſeful 
for one who would thoroughly underſtand thoſe 
things, which moſt concern him, or be able to 
explain them well to others. I hope, I have 
not ſpent my time, fince I came to this place, 
without ſome ſmall improvement. both in hu- 
man knowledge, and that which is far better, 
and I earneſtly deſire the benefit of your pray- 
ers, that God would be pleaſed to fit me bet- 
ter for his ſervice both in this world, and the 
next. This, if you pleaſe to afford me, and 
your advice with relation to ſtudy, or whatever 
elfe you think convenient, muſt needs be ex- 
tremely uſeful, as well as agreeable, and ſhall 
be thankfully received by your moſt obliged 


humble ſervant, 
T. Sen 8 


— 


* 


This very ſenſible letter was written by Mr. afterwards 
Archbiſhop Secker at the early age of eighteen. It does 
honour to himſelf at the ſame time it pays ſuch diſ- 
tinguiſhed and deſerved reſpect to his learned, vigilant, and 
amiable tutor, the Rev. Mr. Samuel Fones, Had Dr. Per- 
teous, and Dr, Stinton, the authors of the Archbi/hop's Me- 
moirs prefixed to his Works, been acquainted with Mr. 


Jones's eminent merits, they certainly would not have 
paſſed 
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LETTER II. 
From the ſame, 


S Cuddeſden, near Oxtad; June 19, 1741. 


| I am extremely obliged to vou for the 
agreeable preſent of your book +; which is pe- 
culiarly well adapted for the direction and im- 
provement of ſtudents in the univerſity, where 
your Logic is by no means the only piece of 
yours that is read with high eſteem. You have 
been a diligent promoter of uſeful and eſpe- 
cially religious knowledge, of Chriſtian faith, 
and Chriſtian morals; On theſe accounts I 
have always reſpected you from the time that I 
had ſo many years ago the advantage of your 
converſation, and always rejoiced in the juſt 
honour, that has been univerſally paid you; 
and, as this opportunity of expreſſing my re- 
gard gives me much pleaſure, ſo, if the favour 
of letting me ſee you next winter will not be 
inconvenient to you, it will be a great ſatis- 
faction to, Sir, | 
Your affectionate humiile Servant, 
Tho. OxFoRD. 


paſſed him over ſo ſlightly as one My. Flee aids Rept an 

academy at Glouceſter. But they will undoubtedly give 

him his juſt honours in all ſubſequent editions. 

1 Dr. Nass Improvement of the Mind, or a Supple- 
ment to the Att of Logic. 
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FETT ER H. 
From the ſame. 
SF. | Cuddefden, Sept. 14, 1743. 


I nzarTIay thank you for your obliging 
Tetter, and, had T known that you had printed 
a ſermon on the ſubject *, I ſhould not have 
failed to enrich my own from it, I hope the 
things I have faid in favour. of our charity- 
febools are true. I hope the Chriſtians of this 
nation in general are grown much milder to- 
wards each other, and I am ſure we have great 
need to gain in this virtue what we loſe in 
others, and become a more united body as we 
become a ſmaller, which I apprehend we do. 
But, fear not, little flock. May God direct 
and bleſs us all in our poor endeavours to ferve 
him ! May he give you every needful ſupport 
under your long ſickneſs, and reſtore you 
ſpeedily to your former uſefulneſs, if it be his 
holy will! I am with great eſteem, Sir, | 

Your affectionate and faithful humble Servant, 
| THO. OxroRD. 
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* Dr. Mattes Eſſay towards the Encouragement of 
Charity ſebooli. 
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LETT EET: 
From the ſame. 
SIR, St. James's, Weſtminſter, March 20, 1744-5. 


I 1eaRTILY thank God that he hath reſtored 
you to a better ſtate of health, and ſhould not 
have permitted your letter, which brought me 
that good news, to continue unanſwered ſo 
long, if more than ordinary buſineſs had not 
ſometimes put it out of my power, and ſome- 
times out of my thoughts to make you my ac- 
knowledgments for it. The civilities for which 
you thank me are no more than a very imper- 
fect return of juſtice for the great ſervices you 
have done to religion; and you have made a 
valuable addition to them in the book f you 
have now been pleaſed to ſend me : particularly 
by what you have written in ſo ſtrong and aw- 
ful yet ſo compaſſionate and good-natured a 
manner, in defence of the ſcripture-doctrine 
concerning the duration of future puniſh- 
ments. I pray God to continue you long in a 
capacity of being ſtill farther uſeful, and am 
with great regard, Sir, 
Your obliged humble Servant, 
TO. OXFORD. 
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+ Dr. Watts's Diſcourſes on the World to come. 
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n eee V. 


From Dr. Joſiah Hort, Archbiſhop of Tuam 4. 


Rev. SIR, | Dublin, Dec. 15, 1743. 

F am brought into the circumſtance of an 
inſolvent debtor, who is afraid to ſee the face 
of his creditor ; and yet it is not through idle- 
neſs or diſregard that J remain fo long in my 
friend's debt for his kind letter of the laſt ſum- 
mer, but I am really oppreſſed with letter- 
writing, and buſineſs of various kinds, ſome of 
my ovn, but more of other perſons; ſome pri- 
vate, but more public, both eccleſiaſtical and 

8 fecular, which are incident to my ſtation. 

However I have at Taft found a ſpare hour 
for thanking you for the preſent of your book, 
which ought more properly to be done by my 

wife, who preſently laid hands upon it, and took 
it into her own library. She is much taken 
with the vein of piety, which breathes in your 
works, and buys them up. 

J am truly concerned for your inſomnie, 
which I ſuppoſe proceeds from weak nerves. 
If you could ride an eaſy pad, increaſing your 
Journey every day from one to four or five 
mules, as your ftrength would permit, I ſhould 
* ſome good effect, as the laſſitude oc- 


— „ 


8 —— — — — 


t Some account of him may be found in our 1154 
e 


caſioned 
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calioned by that exerciſe would incline. you 
more naturally to reſt than the uſe of drugs. 
I bleſs God I enjoy good health, which en- 
ables me to go through much buſineſs ; but I 
have for many years been going down the hill, 
and, if the doctrine of gravitation takes place 
in the life of man, the motion muſt accelerate 
as I come nearer the bottom. Your caſe is the 
ſame though more aggravated by diſtempers. 
God grant we may be uſeful while we live, and 
may run clear, and with unclouded minds till 
we come to the yery dregs! \ 
I ſend you my viſitation charge to my clergy 
of Tuam. The former part is a copy of my 
charge to the clergy of Kilmore and Ardagh, 
which being of general uſe, I ſaw no occaſion 
to change, The latter part is new, and I ſub- 
mit it to your judgment. I am, dear Sir, 
Your old Friend, and affectionate Servant, 
Josi. Tuan. 

LETT E R- V+ . 
From Dr. Edmund Gibſon “, Biſhop of London. 


Goop Sir, Whitehall, March 7, 1732-3. 


I THANK you heartily for your late kind 
preſent, but, as the courſe of my life has led me 


into ſtudies of another kind , I am ſenſible I 


1 n 


See his life in the Biographical Dictionary. 
+ Not improbably the Doꝶtor's Treatiſe on Logic, or The 
right uſe of reaſon. h 
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cannot profit fo much by i it, as others will do, 


whoſe thoughts have been more employed in 


that way. Tr i is certainly a yery laudable exer- 
ciſe of the mind, eſpecially as you apply it 


chroughout to the good of religion ; and what 
you haye publiſhed will, I doubt not, be of 


great uſe to the growing generation by leading 


them into a juſt way of thinking and reaſoning. 
One thing J wonder at, and that is, how a 
mind, that thinks ſo cloſely, can at the ſame 
time frame itſelf to that eaſy and familiar Way; 
which appears in ſome of your other writings. 
I commend you and your labours to the divine 
care and direction, and remain, with great 


truth, Sir, 


Your very faithful F riend and Servant, 
En. Loxpox, 


LET TER VII. 
From ibe ſame. 


| Goop Six, Whitehall, Jan. 22, 1734-5. 
Since I received the favour of your preſent 

it has become part of my Sunday's exerciſe, 
and I have now read it over with pleaſure, and 


I hope not without profit. The new notion 


that has prevailed among us of late years, that 
the Chriſtian religion is little more than a good 
ſyſtem of morality muſt in courſe draw on a 
diſregard to ſpiritual exerciſes, which calls on 


all ſerious Chriſtians to do all that is in their 
6 | power 
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power to raiſe and keep alive a ſpirit of devo- 
tion and piety in this luke warm and degenerate 
age. I pray God to give a bleſſing to your 
labours in that way, and remain with great re- 

| Your faithful Friend and Servant, 
Ep. LonDoN. 


LETTER VIII. 
From the ſame. 


Boop Si, Whitehall, Jan. 19, 1735-6. 

I THANK. you very heartily for the book + I 
lately received, and which 1 have read with 
great ſatisfaction and delight. The ſeeing ſo 
| thameful a departure from true - chriſtianity on 
the two points which are the ſubject of your 
book has long been a ſenſible concern and 
grief to me, and eſpecially when I fee it coun- 
tenanced and propagated by many who call 
themſelves chriſtians, but are in reality little 
more than deiſts, for if the great work of 


our redemption and the bleſſed fruits of it are 


to be laid aſide I cannot ſee that the name of 
chriſtian ſignifies much. You have ſet this 
matter in ſo clear a light, and worked up the 
whole in fo agreeable a manner, that I hope, 


by the bleſſing of God, it will have great ef- 


fect; and it would have had greater if you 
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+ Undoubtedly Dr. Watts's Redeemer and Sanctiſer. 
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had ſet your name to it. To deal clearly with 
you, I have thought for ſome time that thoſe 
doctrines and others of the ſame kind have 
received a grievous wound from the indiffer- 
ence about them (to ſay no worſe) which ſome 
diſſenting miniſters have diſcovered of late; 
and the wound is the deeper becauſe hitherto 
the diſſenters were, without exception, zealous 
for them, and the preſent manifeſt abatement 
of that zeal in ſome of their leading men will 
be reckoned an evidence of their preſent con- 
viction that their doctrines are either falſe, 
of at leaſt of ſmall moment. Forgive me if 
I add that I think due care has not yet been 
taken to ſatisfy the world that, notwithſtand- 
ing the defection of ſome diſſenters, there are 
many among them, and thoſe of great note, 
who are not in the leaſt tainted with the mo- 
dern notions, but adhere ſtedfaſtly to the true 
doctrines of the goſpel, as delivered to us by 
Chriſt and his apoſtles. Iam, with great truth 
and eſteem, Sir, ; T8 
Your very faithful Friend and Servant, 
Eon. LonDoN. 


LETTER M. 
From the ſame. 


Good Sis, Whitehall, April 23, 173% 


I Hays peruſed your Diſcourſe upon Humi- 
2 + with much ſatisfaction, and I hope, with 


— — 


7 Dr. Vatis's Diſcourſe on Humility e in the 
chatte of St. Paul. 


1 profit 
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profit to myſelf; if not, I am ſure it is my 
own fault. There was no occaſion to make 
the 1 (page 52) for deſcending to the 
loweſt ſcehes of life. It is a fault both in 
preaching and writing upon practical ſubjects, 
when we keep too much to general reaſon- 
ings, and do not bring down our doctrines to 
common life, which are beſt remembered, 
and take the faſteſt hold upon the minds and 
conſciences of our hearers and readers. 

I wiſh you a full enjoyment of health that 
you may be able to proceed in your good de- 


ſigns for the benefit of religion, and am, wich 


great truth and eſteem, Sir, 
. faithful Friend and Servant, 
EpM. Loxpox. 


„ E TFP RN Xo 
From the ſame. 


Goop Sir, Fulham, June 6, 174t« 


I am much obliged to you, for your kind 
remembrance of me, and particularly for the 
late preſent of your book T. It found me en- 
gaged in a particular buſineſs that has been 
upon my hands ſome. time, ſo that I have not 
yet been at leiſure to peruſe it. But I have 
ſeen enough to ſatisfy me of the ſerviceable- 
neſs of it towards repleniſhing the mind with 


— 
—— 


+ Dr. Watts's ulprovembr of the Mind, or a Supple- 
ment to the Art of Logic. 
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uſeful knowledge and true wiſdom, and how 
well the rules laid down for that end are cal- 
culated for the general improvement of all, 
whether learned or unlearned, who will attend 


to them, and be conducted by them. But 


while you are teaching others how to employ 
their thoughts wiſely and uſefully, you muſt 
be ſo juſt to yourſelf, as not to ſtretch your 
own beyond your ſtrength, but to take the 
warning, which age and infirmities give us, to 
ſlacken and moderate our pace. Under this 
reſtraint J heartily wiſh you a ſucceſsful pro- 
greſs in your further deſigns. for the ſervice of 
religion, and remain with great truth and 
eſteem, Sir, 
Your faithful Friend and Servant, 
EDM. LonDoON, 


EET TEN NX. 
From the ſame. 
Good SIR, Fulham, July 12, 1742. 


I pxslaE you to accept my hearty thanks for- 
your kind and valuable preſent*, which was 


part of my employment yeſterday; and this 


day I am fetting out on my viſitation of Eſſex 
and Hertfordſhire, It is written with great 
clearneſs and ſtrength, and whoever peruſes 
and attends to it will find much light from 
it in reading ſeveral of the epiſtles of St. Paul. 


* 


. Suppoſed to be Dr. Watts's Harmony of all the reli- 


gions which God ever preſcribed. 
T am 
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1 am glad to find that you have no difficulty 
in making him the writer of the epiſtle to the 
Hebrews (which I took ſome pains to clear 
in my third paſtoral letter) and that you carry 
on the gradual opening of the goſpel- diſpen- 
ſation by him, and the other apoſtles to the 
times after our Saviour's aſcenſion. 

The method you take of reducing the mat- 
ter to be treated of into chapters and para- 
graphs of no great length keeps every thing 
clear and diſtinct, and I with it were 3 
by all other writers. 

As J take it for granted you wiv by you 
other diſcourſes unpubliſhed I hope God will 
give you health and ſtrength to reviſe them 
if needful, and then to publiſh them for the 
ſervice of religion, which f is the ſincere wiſh 
of, Sir, | 

Your very faithful Friend and Servant, 

Bun. Lonpbu. 


LETTER XII. 
From the ſame, 
Good SIR, Whitehall „March 2, 1744-7. 


IsExp this with my ſincere thanks for the 
valuable preſent “, which I have lately re- 
ceived from you. I have already peruſed part 
of it, and find much ſatisfaction in obſerving 


Very veobably the 2 5 Diſcourſes an the Werld ts 
Come, | 
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the true ſpirit. of piety and zealous concern for 
ſouls which appear in every page. God knows 
the preſent degeneracy and lukewarmneſs 
among chriſtians ſtand in great need of ſuch 
awakenings as to their future ſtate; and as it 
is the duty of us all, in our ſeveral ſtations, 
to uſe our beſt endeavours for that end, ſo 1 
heartily wiſh and pray that you in particular, 
who have it {o greatly at heart, may be bleſſed 
with health and ſtrength to purſue and perfect 

all your deſigns in that way. I am, Sir, 

ST very faithful Friend and Servant, 
EDM. LowDoy, 


LETTER XII. 
From Frances Counteſs of Hartford, e 
Dutcheſs of Somerſet *. 


SIX. Groſvenar-Street, Feb. 23, 1729-30. 


I coup not have been ſo long without 


making my acknowledgments for the fayour 
a 


— 


w a A 
„ 


* This lady was the daughter of the Honourable Mr. 
Mynne, brother to the Lord Viſcount Weymouth. She mar- 
ried Algernon, Earl of Hartford, Son of Charles Seymour, 
Duke of Somerſet, who ſucceeded to the honour and eſtate 
of his father on his demiſe December the 2d, 1748, by 
which event ſhe became Dxtche/s of Somerſet. His grace, 
her huſband, died Feb. g, 1750, and ſhe ſurvived him 
only till July 7, 1754, leaving an only daughter married 
to Sir Hugh Smithſon, Baronet, who ſucceeded his father- 
in-law as Zar! of Northumberland, while Sir Edward Sey- 


mour, Baronet, ſucceeded him as | Duke of Samerſet. Her 
| grace 
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of your excellent and obliging letter had not 
my Lord Hartford's illneſs in a long and ſevere 
| fit 


— * (1 1 — — — — PR] 


— —— 


grace appears to have been a truly ptous, amiable, and 
accompliſhed lady. Mr. T, bomſon i in his poem entitled 
Spring thus addreſſes her: 


O Hartford, fitted or to ſhine in courts 
With unaffected grace, or walk the plain 
With innocence and meditation join'd 
In ſoft aſſemblage, liſten to my ſong, | 
Which thy own ſeaſon paints; when nature al! 
Is blooming, and benevolent like thee. 


In a collection of ſelect letters lately publiſhed by Mr. 
Hull in two volumes from the Dutcheſs of Somerſet, Lady 
Luxborough, Miſs Dolman, Mr. WWhiftler, Mr. R. Dodfley, 
William Shenſtone, Ey. and others, there are included 
eleven letters written by the Dutcheſs, of which Mr. 


Sbenſtone has given the following character (ſee the pre- 


face p. 3): * that there are diſcernible in them a perfect 
rectitude of heart, delicacy of ſentiment, and a truly 
claſſie eaſe and elegance of ſtyle. There are many of 
„them (he then adds) tinged with an air of melancholy 
„through the loſs of her only ſon Lord Beauchamp. 
This young gentleman died of the ſmall-pox at Bologna 
in Italy, on Sept. 11, his birth-day, when he compleated 
his nineteenth year 1744. This was undoubtedly a moſt 
diſtreſſing providence to her ladyfhip, and it is no wonder 
that it ſhould ſpread a ſettled gloom of ſorrow over her 
mind, eſpecially as he was a youth eminent for his filial 
duty, and who gave the brighteſt hopes of future honour 
to the illuſtrious family whence he ſprung, and of benefit 
in bis exalted ſtation to the world; but it ought to be 
recorded to her ladyſhip's praiſe that, when ſhe looks 


ack to this melancholy event, ſhe does it in a manner 


becoming the chriſtian, and that her reſignation and ac- 
quieſcence in the will of heaven break through and irra- 
Bate the dark cloud that hung fo heavy upon her, for thus 

ſhe 
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fit of the gout confined me to a continual ata 
tendance in his chamber. He is now, I thank 


God, on the recovery, though not yet able to 
walk without tlie help of crutches. 


Our human ſtate is indeed liable to many 


inconveniencies; we are loaded with bodily 


ſhe writes to Lady Luxborough in retroſpect no doubt of 


infirmities, and tormented with paſſions ; but 
a few circling years will clear the proſpect, 
and we ſhall, through the grace of God, be 
relieved from. all the-pains and ſorrows which 
vex us here, My health has been very un- 
certain all this winter: at the beginning of it 


a violent rheumatiſm confined me to my bed 


and chamber for ſome weeks, and I am at 
preſent very much diſordered by a very ſevere 
cold, which has laſted me more than a fort- 


ds. 8 


the death of her ſon, and more recently that of her huſ- 
band (Sept. 9, 17509). ** You are very obliging in the 
«© concern you expreſs for the ſcenes of forrow I have 


«© paſſed through. I have indeed ſuffered deeply, but, 


„when I conſider it is the will of God, who never chal- 
e tiſes his poor creatures but for their good, and reflect at 
« the ſame time how unworthy J was of theſe bleſſings, 
© which I now lament the loſs of, I lay my hand upon 
% my mouth, and dare not repine, but hope 1 can with 
« truth appeal to him in the following words: Queſto 
* affano ei ſu che, non fi oppone al ſuo ſanto voler : chio 
«« gemo e gli aftro tutti il gemiti miei chio rango et in 
“tanto benedico il ſao nome in mezzo al pianto.” The 
Engliſh of which is, Such ſorrow is ſent that none may 
«© oppoſe his holy will. Let me ſigh and offer up all my 
«6 ſighs to him! Let me mourn, and in the mean time 


* bleſs his name in the midſt of my ſorrow!“ 


night, 
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night, e is 1 worſe than it was at firſt. 
My Lord and my daughter äſſure you of 
their ſincereſt regards. I am truly concerned 
to hear you have been ſo ill, but I hope you 
will enjoy a more confirmed ſtate of health 
for the future, that you may paſs your pil- 
grimage here with as little uneaſineſs as mor- 
tality will admit of. | 

Governor | Shuze brought me your picture; 
which I ſhall always ſet an high value upon as 
I ſhall do on every thing that reminds me of 
ſo worthy a friend. 

I will not trouble. you any nds at predic 
than to beg to be remembered in your prayers 
that I may lead a life of holineſs for the few 
remaining years that may yet be left me. I 
am with a ſincere friendſhip, Sir, 

Your moſt obliged humble Servant, 
F. HaRTroRD. 


FE. 
From the ſame, 


FT 


SIR, | May 17, 173t. 

I am afraid you will think me very ungrate- 
ful for the favour you have done me in ſend- 
ing me your excellent book f, for ſuch I may 
juſtly call it, ſince I never read any thing writ- 


.. ͤ -- 7 


1 


<< < 89 


+ Suppoſed to be the Doctor's Humble Attempt towards 
the Revival of practical Religion among Chriſtians, by a 

ſerious Addreſs to Miniſters and People, dated April 2, 1731. 
£ ten 
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cuſe, ſince whatever I may appear to be, 7 
may be aſſured I am in reality with the ſincere 
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ten with more piety, or founded upon juſte 
principles, If you deſign one for Mrs. Rowez 
be ſo good as to ſend it to me, and I will 
convey it to her as ſoon as I get to Marlborough, 
which I hope to do next week; I ſhouldinat 
have been ſilent thus long, but I have been'o 


mother, was ſo ill about a fortnight ſince 
that ſhe was given over for many days'toges 
ther, and, however it might ſound to the fas 
ſhionable part of the world, I dare own te 
you that it was a great affliction to me, and 
hindered me from doing every thing but trys 
ing to contribute what lay in my power (6 
my care and prayers) to her recovery. 
ſoon as ſhe grew a little better my Lord fell 
into a ſevere fit of the gout, and is not yet 
able to ſet his feet to the ground, and I ca 
ſeldom be long enough out of his room © 
write a letter: this -1 hope will plead my ex 


eſteem, 
Your moſt obliged Friend 
And faithful Servant, 
F. HARTTORY 


late a perfect nurſe, for the old ſervant uh : EY 
bred me up, and whom I now look on as 
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LETTER XV. 
From the ſam, 


Y I R, 5 Marlborough, Aug. 3, 173i. 
I Hop you have before this time heard that 


Mrs. Rowe has received your book, which I 


took care to have ſafely delivered to her, I 
aſſure you it has been my companion in many 
of my evening walks; and the moderation with 
which you treat our way of worſhip ought in 
my opinion to engage the leading people of 
our church to judge with equal candour of 
yours, and then methinks there would be lit- 
tle cauſe for ſeparation, ſince we all acknow- 
ledge one ſhepherd. The ſummer is almoſt 
paſt, and we have ſeen very little of it, ſince 
I think we have ſcarce been able to leave off 
fires for above three days together. I have a 
cough which ſtill hangs upon me, but I hope 
air and exerciſe, with the bleſſing of God, 
will ſoon remove it. I am with a very ſincere 
eſteem, Sir, \ 
Your moſt faithful Friend and Servant, 
F. HarTrorD. 


My Lord and my young people ſend their 
ſervices to you. I aſſure you my little boy is 
grown a great proficient in your Songs for Chil- 


dren, and ſings them with great pleaſure. 


B b „ 
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LETTER XVI. 
From the ſame. 
SIR, | Groſvenor-Street, Feb. 9, 1734. 


Tux freſh proof of friendſhip you deſign. to 
give me is as agreeable to me as it muſt be 
to receive any inſtance of kindneſs and ap- 
_ probation from thoſe we ſincerely eſteem, 
Since you allow me to object to any thing in 
the dedication I will treſpaſs ſo far upon your 
good-nature as to beg you will leave out 
whatever may imply my attempting to write 
poetry ; but if there be any among the things 
you have of mine which you think worth 
placing among yours I ſhall have juſt cauſe 
to be pleaſed at ſeeing them come abroad. in 
ſuch company, if you, will have the goodneſs 
to conceal my name either under "that of 
Euſebia, or A Friend}; a title which I ſhall 
think myſelf happy to deſerve. My Lord and 
the children aſſure you, of their ſervices and 
kind wiſhes, and I am with great truth and 
regard, 

Your moſt obliged 
And faithful humble Servant, 
F. HagTFORD. 


— 


1 
* N ＋ 1 N * 


+ That of the Door $ dedication of his Mi -fexllanies ir 
Preſe and Verſe to her lady ſhip. 

3 No doubt therefore can be made but the Fe poetical 
pieces, entitled 4 Rural Meditation, A Penitential Ti houghts 


A Mrdnight Hymn, and The Dying Chriſtian” 3 Hope, - 
ſerte 
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L E TT ER XVII. 
From the ſame. 


0 3 April 8, 1734. 
I Havs received the book to which you had 
the partiality to prefix my name d. This pub- 
lic mark of your friendſhip and the kind opi- 
nion you expreſs of me would be in danger of 


giving me a ſelf-ſatisfaction which I have no 


title to, if a crowd of frailties and defects, 
which are too frequently reminding how far 
I am from meriting your eſteem, did not hin- 
der me from giving way to a complacence 
which would be criminal unleſs my life were 
more perfect. 

I have gone almoſt half through the book 
from which I have received the pleaſure which 
your writings never fail to give me, a plea- 
ſure attended by profit and reaſon. I am, 
Sir, with the trueſt friendſhip, 

Your moſt obliged and faithful "a ha 
F. HaRTFORD. 


My Lord, and our young people ſend ſer- 
vices to you. 


ſerted in the ſixty- third number of his Miſcellanies, attti- 
buted to Euſebia, and inſcribed to Philomela, a name by 
which Mrs. Rowe, her Ladyſhip's intimate friend, was 
diſtinguiſhed, are the compoſitions of her Ladyſhip. 

$ The Doctor's Miſcellanies. 
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LETTER XVII. 
From the ſame . 
SIR, | 

I am extremely concerned that I cannot 
have the pleaſure of ſeeing you on Thurſday, 
fince I think it very long ſince I had that ſa- 
tisfaction, which I aſſure you I wiſh for much 
oftener than I enjoy, but it is my lot at pre- 
ſent to be in waiting , and beſides my Lord 
has been laid up, and ſtill is fo with a moſt 
ſevere fit of the gout, ſo that what time I can 
fpare from my attendance on the Queen is 
paſſed by his bed's ſide. If he is able to be 
lifted into the coach he talks of leaving Lon- 
don next week. We have had an unpleaſant 
winter, for betwixt illneſs and accidents there 
has ſcarce been a week in which the whole 
family was well enough to go out. I have for 
my own particular ſuffered extremely, firſt 
from an intermitting fever, which laſted a long 
time, and ſince that from a bruiſe I got on 
horſe-back by a waggon which cruſhed my 
ſtirrup- leg in ſo ſad a manner that, though it 
is more than ſeven weeks ago, I have ſtill 
great trouble with it. My Lord, and my 
young people aſſure you of their hearty com- 


— 


There is no date to this letter, but the Doctor has 
written on the back of it April 1735. 
t Lady of the Bed - chamber to Qucen Caroline. 


pliments. 
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pliments. I hope you will be ſo good as to 

remember me in your prayers, and believe 
me, as I am with great truth and eſteem, 

Your moſt obliged humble Servant, 

F. HARTFORD. 


LETTER XIX. 
From the ſame. 

SIR, April 13, 1737. 
I wouLp ſooner have thanked you for the 
favour of your letter, and the book which I 
received juſt after, but delayed it till I could 
get time to finiſh the incloſed lines which TI 
began ſoon after Mrs. Rowe s death, but had 
not leiſure to proceed with them till after my 
Lord's return to London, whither he and my 
daughter went laſt week. He was taken, 
while he was here +, with a violent pain in 
his ſtomach and bowels, which, whether it 
were gout or cholic, reduced him very low, 
and alarmed me extremely, but I bleſs God, 
he is now in perfect health again, and 1 hear 
has recovered his good looks entirely. I am 
myſelf much better than I was in the winter, 
bating a ſhortneſs of breath which. makes them 
judge .my continuance in the country abſo- 
lutely neceſſary. I muſt now thank you for 


3 


1 
1 

1 

q- 


your excellent Diſcourſe on Humility, which 


* 


t Verſes on rs. Rowwe's death. 
+ Suppoſed at Marlborough, 
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J have read with great pleaſure, and I hope 1 
ſhall receive profit from the juſt manner in 
which you have treated fo ufeful a ſubje&, 
J muſt alſo repeat my gratitude for your book 
on the Strength and Weakneſs of human Reaſon, 
I never read any thing more entertaining and 
inſtructive. I ſhould be very happy if I could 
flatter myſelf that I had goodneſs enough to 
make my life as uſeful as the benevolence and 
charity of your temper incline you to. think 
it may. I beg the favour of you not to give 
any copy of the incloſed verſes, for I would 
wiſh my excurſions of this kind to be a ſecret 
from every body but you, and a friend or two 
more, who know that 1 do not aim at the 
character of a genius by any attempts of this 
nature, but am led to them merely to amuſe 
a leiſure hour, and ſpeak the ſentiments of my 
Heart. I have no company at preſent but my 
ſon, his tutor being gone to Lyndon about 
buſineſs, but I do not mention this as a mor- 
tification. I am afraid the decline of years, 
and the languiſhing ſtate of health I have la- 
boured under for ſome time make it rather 
neceſſary for me to endeavour to find argu- 
ments to reconcile myſelf to the variety of 
company to which my ſtation and the occu- 
pation I am attached to in a court require me 
to accommodate myſelf, I am, Sir, with the 
fincereſt eſteem and regard, 
Your moſt obliged 


And faithful humble Servant, 
F. HARTFORD. 
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LETTER XX. 
From the ſame. 


"ST R, Hermitage on St. Leonard's Hill, May 2, 1737. 


4 RETURN you my thanks for the Epigram * 
you were ſo good as to ſend me, and ſhould 
think myſelf very happy if any thing of mine 
could deſerve to ſhow the. joy I ſhould feel 
in being able to imitate Mrs. Rowe in the 
ſmalleſt inſtance. I have only two medita- 
tions of hers which ſhe gave me with the 
ſtrongeſt injunctions not to let any body ſee 
them leſt they ſhould be thought too raptu- 
rous, but, as I conclude ſhe would not have 
included you among thoſe from whom ſhe 
meant they ſhould be concealed, I will have 
them copied if you deſire it. | 

I thank God all my family except myſelf 
are in perfe& health, and I am myſelf much 
better than in the winter, only that I have 
ſtill a ſhortneſs of breath, which makes walk- 


—³»⸗ — WS 4 = 9 13111 —_—_ 


* This Epigram is to be met with in the ſixth Number 
of the Doctor's Miſcellanies, entitled, Remnants of Time 
employed i in Proſe and Perſe puliliſhed after his deceaſe, and 
it is thus introduced: 


On an Elegy written by the Right Honourable the Counteſs of 


Hartford on the Death of Mrs. Rowe, 1737. 
Struck with the ſight of Philomela's urn 
Euyſebia weeps, and calls her Muſe to mourn : 
While from her lips the tuneful ſorrows fell 
The groves confeſs a riſing Philomel, 
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ing up ſtairs, or any aſcent very painful to 
me, but as I have a better appetite I have re- 
covered ſome of my fleſh, and a little of my 
natural colour. My Lord and Betiy are in 
London, ſo that "my ſon and his governor are 
my only companions at preſent, bur we pals 
our time agreeably enough between reading, 
walking, and ſuch other amufements as the 
place in which we are, and the feaſon of the 
year afford us. We have been lately reading 
Leonidas, in which I think there are many 
fine thoughts, but I hear the town are much 
divided in their ſentiments about it, ſince one 
part of them are for preferring it to Milton, 
and others for levelling it to the loweſt rank 
of poetry. I confeſs neither of theſe appear 
to me a juſt repreſentation of it. If you have 
read it I ſhall be glad to KNOW your one 
of it. 

I own I find a pleaſure in thinking that 
perceive dawnings of an honeſt heart, and 
tolerable reaſoning in Lord Beauchamp, and his 
governor and I flatter ourſelves that we ſee 
X clearnef of judgment and diſtinctneſs of ideas 
in the themes he compoſes, which are infinitely 
the favourite part of his ſtudies, and always 
performed with good humour, though he is 
obliged to write them in three languages, 
Engliſh, Latik, and French. He i is by no means 
good at getting things by heart, for which 
reaſon Mr. Dalton is very favourable in his 


impoſitions of that kind, which he ſeldom 
gives 
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gives him, and in ſmall quantities. Now I . 
have ſaid ſo much of my ſon I ſhould be un- 
juſt to his ſiſter if I did not tell you that I have 
the happineſs to ſee her a very good-natured, 
ſenſible young woman, with a ſincere ſenſe of 
religion and virtue, and the ſame obſervance 
from affection to my Lord and me at almoſt 
one and twenty years old that ſhe had in her 
earlieſt childhood. You ſee, Sir, I take the 
privilege of a friend, and flatter myſelf that 
you w1ll not be tired with a detail of my family 
comforts, for the enjoyment of which I hope I 1 
am thankful as I ought to be, and moſt parti- — 
cularly ſo that my Lord 1s ſo entirely recovered | 1 5 
as to allow me to hope his children will long 1 
have the bleſſing of the tendereſt father, and 28 
my ſelf of the beſt huſband I ever ſaw. You "PN; 
will forgive the length of this letter, and believe 4 
me with the trueſt eſteem, Sir, | Ng 
Your moſt obliged | 1 f 
And faithful humble Serrün . 
F. HARTr ORD. in 193 
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LETTER XXL 
From the ſame. 16 (1 
SIR), Marlborough, July 13, 1737. 


Norhixo but my own very bad ſtate of ei 
health, and the confinement I have had with 111 


my Lord, who is juſt recovering from a ſevere "Nous 
fit of the gout, ſhould fo long have hindered WG 
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me from acknowledging the receipt of your 
letter, and the papers incloſed with it, parti- 
cularly the letter which you were ſo good as to 
deſign to prefix to Mrs. Rewe's Meditations. I 
can with the ſtricteſt truth affirm that I do not 
know any diſtinction upon earth that I could 
feel a truer pleaſure in receiving were I deſer- 
ving of it, but, as I am forced to ſee how much 
I fall below the idea which the benevolence of 
your nature has formed of me, it teaches me 
to humble myſelf by that very incident which 
might adminiſter a laudable pride to a more 
worthy perſon. If I am conſtrained to acknow- 
ledge this mortifying truth you may believe 
there are many people in the world who look 
upon me with more impartial eyes than ſelf- 
love will allow me to do; and others, who 
perhaps think I enjoy more of this world's 
goods than I either merit, or than falls to the 
common lot, look at me with envious and ma- 
lignant views, and are glad of every oppor- 
tunity to debaſe me or thoſe who they believe 
entertain a favourable opinion of me. TI would 
hope that I have never done any thing, wil- 
fully I am ſure I have not, to raiſe any ſuch 
ſentiments in the breaſt of the meaneſt perſon 
upon earth, but yet experience has convinced 
me that I have not been happy enough to 
eſcape them. For theſe reaſons, Sir, I muſt 
deny myſelf the pleaſure and the pride I ſhould 
have in ſo public a mark of your friendſhip 


and ny "4 and beg, that if you will deſign 
me 


R 
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me the honour of joining any addreſs to me 
with thoſe valuable remains of Mrs. Rowe, that 
you will either retrench the favourable expreſ- 
ſions you intended to inſert, or elſe give me no 
other Title at the top of it than that of a Friend 
of yours and hers, an appellation which, in the 
| fincerity of my ſoul, I am prouder of than 1 
could be of the moſt pompous name that 
human grandeur can lay claim to. My Lord 
and his children deſire me to aſſure you of their 
ſeryice and beſt wiſhes. I incloſe you. a copy 


of the letter which Mrs. Rowe left for me *, 
„ and 


. rern 
— 


The following is an exact copy of Mrs. Rowe's letter 
tranſcribed from Lady Hartford's own hand-writing. 


To the Right Honourable the Counteſs of | Hartford. 


Mavpam, 

This is the laſt letter you will ever receive from me, the 
laſt aſſurance I ſhall give you on earth of a ſincere and ſted- 
faſt friendſhip ; but, when we meet again, I hope it wall 
be in the heights of immortal love and extaſy. Mine per- 
haps may he the firſt glad ſpirit to congratulate your ſafe 
arrival on the happy ſhores. Heaven can witneſs how fin- 
cere my concern for your happineſs is. Thither I have 
ſent my ardent wiſhes that you may be ſecnred from the 
flattering deluſion of the world, and, after your pious ex- 
ample has been long a blefling to mankind, may you 
calmly reſign your breath, and enter the confines of un- 
moleſted joy! | 

Jam now taking my farewel of you here, but tis a ſhort 
adieu, for I die with full perſuaſion that we ſhall meet 
again, —But, O, in what elevation of happineſs! in what 
enlargement of mind, and PRION of every faculty! 
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and am glad of every opportunity to repeat, 


that I am with the greateſt eſteem, Sir, 
Your moſt obliged 


And faithful humble Servant, | 
F. HARTTORD. 


— — —_— — Tͤ— 


What tranſporting reflections ſhall we make on the advan- 
tages of which we ſhall feel ourſelves eternally poſſeſt! 

To him that loved us and waſhed us from our fins in his 
own blood we ſhall aſcribe immortal glory, dominion, and 
praiſe for ever. This is all my falvation, and all my hope. 
That name in whom the Genziles truſt; in whom all the 
families on earth are bleſſed is now my glorious, my un- 
failing confidence; in his merits alone I expect to ſtand 
juſtified before infinite purity and juſtice. How poor were 
my hopes if I depended on thoſe works, which my own 
vanity or the partiality of men have called good, and 
which, if examined by Divine Purity, would prove perhaps 


but ſpecious fins? The beſt actions of my life would be 


found defective, if brought to the teſt of that unblemiſhed 
holineſs in whoſe fight the heavens are not clean, Where 
were my hopes but for a Redeemer's merits. and atone- 
ment?—How deſperate, how undone my condition? 
With the utmoſt advantage I can boaſt I ſhould tart 
back and tremble at the thoughts of appearing before the 
unblemiſhed Majeſty. — O Jeſus, what harmony dwells in 
thy name ?—Celeſtal joy and immortal life are in the 
ſound. —Let angels ſet thee to their golden harps ; let the 
ranſomed nations for ever magnify thee! 

What a dream 1s mortal life! —What ſhadows are the 
objects of ſenſe! — All the glories of mortality, my much- 
beloved friend, will be nothing in your view at the awful 
hour of death, when you muſt be ſeparated from the whole 
creation, and enter on the borders of the immaterial 
world. 

Something perſuades me that this will be my laſt fare- 
wel in this world, Heaven forbid that it ſhould be an 
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LETTER XXII. 
From the ſame. 


"Lo Marlborough, Auguſt 17, 1737. 
Tas fincere eſteem I have for you makes it 
very difficult for me to oppoſe any thing you 
deſire , and it is doubly ſo in an inſtance 
where I might have an opportunity of in- 
dulging ſo juſtifiable a pride as I ſhould feel in 
letting the public ſee this freſh mark of your 
partiality to me, but as I am apprehenſive that 
the envy ſuch a diſtinction would raiſe againſt 
me might draw ſome vexation with it, I hope 
you will have the goodneſs to change the Dedi- 
cation into a Letter to a Friend, without giv- 
ing me any other appellation, 
1 have been ſo ill as to keep my chambers 
and almoſt, my bed ſince I received the firſt of 
your letters, and my Lord has had a return of 
the gout. Nothing elſe ſhould have made me 
ſo long delay owning the receipt of it, and 
aſſuring you that I am with the greateſt eſteem, 


Sir, 
Your moſt obliged humble Servant, 


F. HARTrORD. 
everlaſting parting of =May that Dia Protection, whoſe 
care I implore, keep you ſtedfaft in the faith of Chriſtianity, 
and guide your ſteps in the ſtricteſt paths of virtue! Adieu, 
my moſt dear friend, till we meet in the paradiſe of God. 


ELIZABETH Rowe. 


+ That the Doctor Ae addreſs Mrs. Rowe's Devout 
Exerciſes to her Ladyſhip by name. 


1 


— 
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LETTER XXIII. 
From the' ſame. 


SIR,  __ Oltober 27, 1737. 

I snoviD ſooner have thanked you for Mrs. 

Roos Meditations, which you were ſo good 
as to ſend me, but that I had a mind to read 
them carefully over firſt, You have in your 
Preface taken the kindeſt and moſt judicious 
care to excuſe ſome expreſſions in them which 
I muſt confeſs appear to me to ſtand in need 
of ſome apology, but upon the whole I think 
there are ſeveral excellent ſentiments in them, 
which I think cannot fail of doing good eſpe- 
cially to thoſe who, by their acquaintance with 
her, know how ſincerely they came from her 
heart. Lady Betty returns her thanks for the 
book you ſent her, and ſays ſhe ſhall always 
value 1t as being written by Mrs. Rowe, and 
as a mark of your kind regard to herſelf. 1 
have many acknowledgments to make you for 
the honour you have done me in your Dedica- 
tion F, which by your kindneſs in ſuppreſſing 
my name gives me an unmixed pleafure by 
affording me the ſatisfaction of receiving ſuch 


- 


t This declaration of her Ladyſhip, and what the ſays in 
the two foregoing letters make it evident to whom the 
Doctor inſcribed Mrs. Rowe's Meditations, though the name 
is concealed in the Dedication. The whole of it agrees to 
her Ladyſhip, and ſhows what a high opinion and efteem 


he entertained concerning her. . 
| 2 mark 
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a mark of your partiality without the hazard of 
Miſing the public envy. 
My Lord, and my ſon preſent has ſervices 
to you, and I am with the ſincereſt gratitude 
and eſteem, Sir, 


Your moſt faithful humble Servant, 
F. FLARTFOR D. 


F LETTER XXIV. 
From the. ſame. 


SIR, St. Leonard's Hill, June 6, 1738. 


I rar the pleaſure on Saturday to receive 
the book *, and the kind letter you were ſo 
good as to ſend me. I dare ſay I ſhall go 
through the book with a great deal of pleaſure. 
I have already read part of it, and find nothing 
as yet to give me any apprehenſions that I 
ſhall find it dry or unpleaſant. I am ſure the 
ſubject is of importance, and is rendered moſt 
particularly ſo at. this time, when the polite 
part of the world look on the Sabbath as an 
old-faſhioned inſtitution, from which they 
would gladly be releaſed. I incloſe you ſome 
verſes which, though perhaps not ſtrictly right 
as to the rules of poetry, I believe you will ex- 
cuſe for the piety of the ſentiments. They 
were ſent me by a friend of mine who lives 


. — — 


— 


* Undoubtedly his Diſcourſes on the Holineſs of Times, 
Places, and People ; publiſhed 1738. 
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at Glouceſter, and ſhe ſays were written by 2 
young TARGA there F. 


** 


I thought 


— 


F 


—— 


+ The verſes are entitled, Returning to Ged, and are as 


er : 


All- gracious God, my belt retreat, 
A wounded ſoul reſtore: 
Unnumber'd are my fins, and great, 
Thy tender mercies more : 


Receive a wandring, wanton ſon, 
Unworthy of the name, 


85 Who bends before thine awful throne, 


O'erwhelm'd with guilt and ſhame: - 
Long-wean'd from Heav'n by earthly joys 


I've fix'd my Canaan here, 


Quitting for preſent empty toys 


My bright reverſion there : 


Like Noah's reſtleſs dove I've flown 


Around the delug'd ball, 


But, ah! what reſt can there be known, 


Where ſin has cover'd all ? 


Then let me to my ark return, 
Where peace and comfort reign, 
With holy flames here let me burn, 
Nor wiſh to cool again. 


With fin and toil, ye miſers blind, 
Your idol, gold, procure, 

Here I ſhall nobler treaſure find, 
From moth and ruſt ſecure. 


While ſenſual joy vain fools inflames - 
With gay deluſive ſhow, 


Grant me, O God, thoſe bliſsful ſtreams 


That from thy preſence flow ! 


* 
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1 thought it very long fince T had heard 
from you, and ſhould without ceremony have 
written again, but J have laboured under a very 
painful diſorder in my head and face, which 
has of late made writing very difficult to me. 
thank God it is now a little better, though {6 
far from well as to hinder me of the pleaſures 


of riding and walking, to which the ſeaſon of 


the year would naturally invite me, and which 
are generally more beneficial to my health than 
any medicine in the diſpenſary. But I ought 
not. ro. repine at theſe little inconveniencies 


which are ſo far leſs afflicting than I deſerve, 


while I have the bleſſing to ſee my Lord and 
my children enjoy a perfect ſtate. of health, for 
though I doubt I muſt never hope to ſee my 
Lord able to walk again, he is otherwiſe in as 
good health and ſpirits as ever he was ſince I 
knew him. He and my daughter are this day 
going to London to ſtay till T hur/day or Friday, 


A 1 ves of | 1 1 e 


If worth and beauty claim my heart 
What's fair and good like thee ? 

If kindeſt love my ſoul can move, 
What love s like thine to me ? 


I burn, deſcending from the ſkies 
Swift flames diſſolve my ſoul ; 

My pow'rs in ſacred raptures riſe, 
And ſoar above the pole. 


Adieu, vain earth, vain thoughts, depart, 
Deluſive dreams farewel ; 

Such trifling gueſts muſt n that heart, 
Where God vouchſafes to dwell. 
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but my ſon and I remain here. They all aſſure 
you of their beſt wiſhes. It is comfortable to 
find that there are ſtill enough of ſuch well- 


© diſpoſed minds as to encourage Mrs. Rowe's 


Meditations, which certainly breathe as ſincere 
2 ſpirit of piety as can be met with in any 
writing. I am afraid I have tired you with 
this long letter, and indeed the pain of my 
eyes reminds me that it is time to conclude it 
by aſſuring you that I am with the greateſt 
eſteem, Sir, 
Your moſt obliged humble Servant, 
F. HarxTrorD, 


LETTER XXV. 
From the ſame. | 


SIR, St. Leonard's Hill, Aug. 8, 1738. 
I voulp much ſooner have thanked you for 
the favour of your laſt letter but have been 
hindered by my attendance on my Lord in a 
ſevere fit of the gout, though, I thank God, it 
has been only in his limbs, and not affected 


either his head or ſtomach. 


E think every body muſt wiſh a Muſe like 
Mr. Pope's-were more inclined to exert itſelf on 
divine and good. natured ſubjects, but I am 
afraid Satire is his higheſt talent, for I think 
his Univerſal Prayer is by no means equal to 


ſome other of his works; and I think his tenth 
ſtanza 
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ſtanza f an; inſtance how blind the wiſeſt men 
may be to the errors of their own hearts; for 
he certainly did not mean to imptecate ſuch 4 
proportion of vengeance on himſelf, as he is 
too apt to load thoſe with whom he diſlikes } 
nor would he wiſh to have his own failings ex- 
poſed to the eye of the world with all the in- 
vective and ridicule, with which he publiſhes 
thoſe of his feNow=creatures; 

I have lately met with ſome tiddles 1 
we think pretty enough in their way; and, as 
I remember you once told me; you thought 
them tolerable amuſements, I will incloſe you 
one or two of them, and, if they do not diſ- 
pleaſe you, can furniſh you with a few more, 
which we don't think bad ones. My Lord and 
our young people aſſure you of their ſervices: 
I am, Sir, with the ſincereſt eſteem, 

Your moſt faithful humble Servant, 
F. HarrTrorD. 


LETTER XXvI. 
From the Same: 
SIR; jan. 17, 1739. 
I a truly ſorty to find you complain of any 
decay, but I am ſure if you have any it muſt 


- - 2 1 
— — — —— 
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Teach me to feel another's woe, 
To hide the fault I fee, 
That mercy I to ethers ſhow; 
That mercy ſlow to me. 
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be bodily, and has no other effect than that, 
which both Mr. Waller * and your/elf have fo 
happily deſcribed as latin in light upon the ſoul, 

T never 


—— 


—_ wy Sata. a * 2 - 


— 


Mr. Waller's lines, to which her Ladyſhip olives; are 
at the concluſion of his Divine poems. 


The oul's dark cottage batter'd and decay'd 

Lets in new light through chinks that time has made : 
Stronger by weakneſs, wiſer men become, 

As they draw near to their eternal home : 

Leaving the old both worlds at once they view, 
That ſtand upon the threſhold of the new. 


The verſes of Dr. Watts which her Ladyſhip intends is 
the poem in his Hor Lyrice entitled 4 fight f heaven i in 


fichnt/os 
Oft have I ſat in ſecret ſighs 
To feel my fleſh decay, 
Then groan'd aloud with frighted eyes 
To view the tottering clay; | 


But I forbid my ſorrows now, 
4 Nor dares the fleſh complain ; 
| Diſeaſes bring their profit too ; 
The joy o'ercomes the pain, 


My chearful ſoul now all the day 
Sits waiting here and ings ; 
Looks through the ruins of her clay, 
And praQtiſes her wings. 


Faith almoſt changes into ſight, 
While from afar ſhe ſpies 

Her fair inheritance in light 
Above created ſkies. 


Had but the priſon-walls been ſtrong, 
And firm without a flaw, 
In darkneſs ſhe had dwelt too long, 


And leſs of glory ſaw: 
Buß 
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I never read any thing in my life that pleaſed 
me better than your meditations on Revela- 
tion roth, and I hope I ſhall not only delight 
in reading the words, but lay the ſubſtance of 


it to my hear; to which end allow me to beg 
your prayers as an aſſiſtance, 


My dear Lord's ſtate of ſuffering (for he is 
again confined to his bed by the gout) gives 
me little opportunity and leſs inclination to 
loſe much time in the: gay amuſements which 
are apt to divert other people from the thoughts 
of their diſſolution; but I am not ſure that a 
life of care and anxiety has not as bad an effect 
by fixing the mind too attentively on the pre- 
ſent gloom, which obſcures every chearful ray 
which would otherwiſe enliven one's ſpirits. 


a 


* * * 
* 


But now the everlaſting hills 
Through ev'ry chink appear, 
And ſomething of the joy ſhe feels, 
While ſhe's a priſoner here. 


The ſhines of heav'n ruſh ſweetly in 1 
At all the gaping flaws; (TBA 
Viſions of endleſs bliſs are ſeen, | | 1 
And native air ſhe draws, . 


O may theſe walls ſtand tottering ſtill, 
The breaches never cloſe 
If I muſt here in darkneſs dwell 

And all this glory loſe! 


Or rather let this fleſh decay, 
The ruins wider grow 

Till glad to ſee th? enlarged way 
I ſtretch my pinions too, 


Cc 3 
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I wiſh I had any thing to ſend more worth 
your reading than the following verſes ; but! 
have ſo little leiſure that I can ſcarce get time 


to write letters to the few friends I correſpond 


with, Theſe lines were written one morning 
in October as JI was ſitting in a bow-window in 
my chamber at St. Leonard's Hill, which looks 
on a little grove in the garden, and beyond hag 
an extenſive yiew of the foreſt, 


How lately was yon ruſfet grove 

The ſeat of harmony and love ? 

How beauteous all the ſylvan ſcene ? 

The flowers hay gay, the trees how green? 

But no it no ſuch charms can boaſt, 

Its muſick gone, its verdure loft ; 

The changing leaves fall faſt away, 

And all its pride is in decay; 

Where bloſſoms deckt the pointed thorn - 

Now hangs the wintry drop forlorn; 

No longer from the fragrant buſh 

Odours exhale, nor roſes bluſh, 

Along the late enamel'd mead 

No golden cowflip lifes its head, 

Scarce can the graſs its ſpires ſuftain, 

Chill'd by the froft, or drench'd with rain. 

Alas—juſt thus with life it fares, 

Our youth like ſmiling ſpring appears, 

Allied to joy, unbroke with cares ; 

But ſwiftly fly thoſe chearful hours, 
Like falling leaves, or fading flowers; 

We quickly haſten to decline, 

And ev*ry ſprightly joy reſign : 

Then be our heart prepar'd to leave 

F hoſe joys, nor at their abſence grieve 3 
ET. : Sublime? 
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Sublimer pleaſures let us prove, 

And fix our thoughts on thoſe above, 
By the bright eye of ſacred truth 

| Review the dangers of our youth, 


Think how by turns wild paſſions rag'd, 


By calm reflection now aſſuag'd, 
And bleſs the gentle ev'ning hour, 
When reaſon beft exerts its pow'r, 


And drives thoſe tyrants from our breaſt, 


Whoſe empire they too long poſſeſt: 
Devotion comes with grace divine, 
Around them heavenly glories ſhine 
While ev'ry gloom their rays diſpel, 
And baniſh the deceits of hell ; 
Ambition now no more aſpires, 
Contentment mod”rates our deſires, 
From envy free we can behold 
Another's honours, or his gold, 
Nor jealouſy our reſt alarms, 
No longer flaves to mortal charms. 
With prudence, patience comes along, 
Who ſmiles beneath oppreflive wrong : 
If then ſuch peaceful heav'nly gueſts 
Age introduces to our breaſts, 
Can we his ſoft approaches fear, 
Or heave a figh, or drop a tear 
Becauſe our outward forms decay, 
And time our vigour fteals away? 
Should we regret our ſhort-lived bloom, 
Which, could it laſt us to the tomb, 
Muſt quickly there to duſt conſume ? 
If thus life's progreſs we ſurvey, 
View what it gives, what takes away, 
We ſhall with thankful hearts declare, 
It leaves us all that's worth our care. 


— 
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I am importuned by a very valuable old 
woman, who is declining apace, to beg your 
prayers. She took me from my nurſe, and, if 
J have any good in me, I owe it to her. She 
was truſted by my mother with the care both 
of my ſiſter and myſelf, and has lived with me 
ever ſince. But now, though paſt 70, ſhe can- 
not meet death without terror, and yet I be- 
lieve I may venture to anſwer, that ſhe has al- 
ways lived under the ſtricteſt ſenſe of religion, 
but lowneſs of ſpirit joined to many bodily in- 
firmities will ſhed darkneſs on the moſt chear- 
ful minds, and hers never was of that caſt; 1 
fear ſhe has very few months (if weeks) to come 
on earth, and a notice that you will grant her 
requeſt would make her I believe paſs them 
with more comfort, 

I am forced to take another page to affure 
you of my Lord's compliments, and thoſe of 
my young people; the two latter are very well. 
I haye no other view in ſending the above 
verſes, but to prove that my confidence 1n your 
friendſhip has received no alteration from the 
length of time which has paſſed ſince I had an 
opportunity of aſſuring you in perion, with how 
true a regard I am, Sir, 

Tout moſt faithful humble Servant, 
F. HAaRTFORD. 


LET 
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LETTER XXVII. 
From ihe ſame. 


SIR, Windſor-Foreſt, May 19, 1739. 

I wourD ſooner have expreſſed my concern 
for your illneſs had I been free from complaint 
myſelf, I have been afflicted for ſome weeks 
with a pain in my jaws and face, which is yet 
very little better, and really diſheartens me 
from doing any thing. My Lord and Betty 
are in town, as is my ſon's governor on account 
of a violent rheumatiſm, ſo that he, and I, and 


a young gentleman three or four years older 


than himſelf live here in perfect ſolitude. Our 
amuſement within doors is at preſent Rapin's 
Hiſtory of England in Engliſb, which they abridge 
as they go along; I work or draw while they 
read aloud, and we do not ſeem tired of our 
way of life, | 5 

Your good prayers for poor Rot hery have met 
with unexpected ſucceſs. She is ſo much re- 
covered that I begin to think ſhe will get en- 
tirely well, and if ſhe does I think nothing of 
that kind has ſince I can remember looked 
more like a miraculous operation of the healing 
power of the Almighty. 

I hope the ſame divine mercy will long pre- 
ſerve you a bleſſing to the age, and that you 
will find your ſtrength return with the warm 
weather. | 


My 
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My ſon aſſures you of his kindeſt wiſhes and 
ſervices, and I am ſure the other branches of 
my family would do the lame if they were 
here. 

I hoped every week (of late) for the publica- 
tion of the ſermons you were ſo good as to ſay 
you intended me. I find Mr. Grove's are going 
to be publiſhed by ſubſcription. I have ſent to 
town to deſire that my name may be added 4 to 
the liſt, 

I have juſt had the oddeſt pamphlet ſent me 
which I ever ſaw in my life, called Amuſemens 
Philoſophiques ſur le Language des Betes. It was 

burnt by the hands of the common executioner 
at Paris, and the prieſt who wrote it baniſhed 
till he made a formal retraction of it, and yet 
I think it very plain by the ſtyle that the man 
was either in jeſt or crazed, It is by no means 
wanting of wit, but extremely far from a ſyſtem 
of probability. I will now only recommend 
myſelf to your prayers, and ſubſcribe myſelf, 
Bir, 
ee moſt obliged and faithful Servant, 
| F. HARTFORD, 
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LETTER XX VIII. 
From the ſame, 


| SI 3 Marlborough, June 7, 1739. 


You will have great reaſon to think me very 
ungrateful for your kind preſent to my ſon, 
and 
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and very indifferent in regard to your health, 
till I have told you what has fo long hindered 
my returning you thanks for the one, and aſ- 
ſuring you of my concern for the other. I 
have been ſince I received yours afflicted with 
a pain in my head, which was almoſt ready to 
deprive me of my eye-ſight. It laſted four or 
five days, and, as ſoon as it was over, we pre- 
pared to remove hither, where we have only 
been threg days, Theſe have been the impe- 
diments which have kept me ſilent at a time 
when I had the ſtrongeſt inclination to inquire 


after you, and aſſure you of my ſincereſt wiſhes 


and prayers for your perfect recovery. 


J have the pleaſure of finding my garden ex- 


tremely improved in the two years I have been 
abſent from it. Some little alterations I had 
ordered are completed. The trees which I 
left ſmall ones are grown to form an agreeable 
ſhade, and I have reaſon to bleſs God for the 
pleaſantneſs of the place which 1s allotted me 
to paſs many of my retired hours in. May I 
make uſe of them to fit me for my laſt, and 
that I may do ſo allow me to beg the continu- 
ation of your prayers! 

My poor old woman is got hither contrary 
to her own, and all our expectations. She has 
the deepeſt gratitude for your goodneſs to her, 
and begs you will accept her thanks. She is 
{till very weak, and I fancy will hardly get 


over the autumn, My Lorg and Betty deſire to 
aſſure 
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My ſon aſſures you of his kindeſt wiſhes and 
ſervices, and I am ſure the other branches of 
my family would do the ſame if they were 
here. 

I hoped every week (of late) for the 8 
tion of the ſermons you were ſo good as to ſay 
you intended me. I find Mr. Grove's are going 
to be publiſned by ſubſcription. I have ſent to 
town to deſire that my name may be . to 
the liſt. 

I have juſt had the oddeſt pamphlet ſent me 
which I ever ſaw in my life, called Amuſemens 
Philoſophiques ſur le Language des Betes. It was 
burnt by the hands of the common executioner 

at Paris, and the prieſt who wrote it baniſhed 
till he made a formal retraction of it, and yet 
I think it very plain by the ſtyle that the man 
was either in jeſt or crazed. It is by no means 
wanting of wit, but extremely far from a ſyſtem 
of probability. I will now only recommend 
myſelf to your prayers, and ſubſcribe myſelf, 
. 

Your moſt obliged and faithful Servant, 

F. HarTFORD, 


LETTER. XXIII. 
From the Jane. 


i. - | Marlborough, June 7, 1739» 


You will have great reaſon to think me very 
ungrateful for your kind preſent to my fon, 
and 
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and very indifferent in regard to your health, 
till I have told you what has fo long hindered 
my returning you thanks for the one, and aſ- 
ſuring you of my concern for the other. I 
have been ſince I received yours afflicted with 

a pain in my head, which was almoſt ready to 
deprive me of my eye-ſight. It laſted four or 
five days, and, as ſoon as it was over, we pre- 
pared to remove hither, where we have only 
been three days, Theſe have been the impe- 
diments which have kept me filent at a time 
when I had the ſtrongeſt inclination to inquire 
after you, and aſſure you of my ſincereſt wiſhes 
and prayers for your perfect recovery. 

] have the pleaſure of finding my garden e ex- 
tremely improved in the two years I have been 
abſent from it. Some little alterations I had 
ordered are completed. The trees which I 
left ſmall ones are grown to form an agreeable 
ſhade, and I have reaſon to bleſs God for the 
pleaſantneſs of the place which is allotted me 
to paſs many of my retired hours in. May I 
make uſe of them to fit me for my laſt, and 
that I may do ſo allow me to beg the continu- 
ation of your prayers! 

My poor old woman is got hither. contrary 
to her own, and all our expectations. She has 
the deepeſt gratitude for your goodneſs to her, 
and begs you will accept her thanks. She 1s 
{till very weak, and I fancy will hardly get 


pyer the autumn. My Lord and Betty defire to 
aſſure 
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affure you of their compliments. 1 am, Sir, 


with the trueſt eſteem, 
Your moſt faithful humble Servant, 
F. HarTFeorD. 


LETTER XXIX, 
From the ſame. 


8 IX. June 10, 1739 

Troven I troubled you with a letter ſo 
lately I cannot diſpenſe with my impatience to 
thank you for the valuable preſent you have 
made me of one of the beſt books I ever ſaw f. 
I received it only on Friday night, but, as the 
goodneſs of Providence has allowed me many 


hours of leiſure and retirement, I have had 


time enough to read ſo much of. it as gives me 
the higheſt veneration for its author. I hope 
God will grant me grace not only to read it, 
but to endeavour after the piety it dictates, 
which is delivered in ſuch a manner as both to 
convince the reaſon, and touch the heart. I 
have forgot whether in any of my later letters _ 
ever named to you a little book newly tranſ- 


. lated from the 1tahan by the ſame Mrs. Carter, 


who has a copy of verſes printed in the begin- 
ning of Mrs. Rowe's Works occaſioned. by her 
death. The book ſhe has now tranflated is Sir 


+ Very probably his Diſcourſes on the World to 277 
dated by him in his Preface 759. . 


2 
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Jſaac Newton's Doctrine of Light and Colours 
made eaſy for the Ladies. My daughter and I 
have both read it with great pleaſure, and 
flatter ourſelves that we at leaſt underſtand 
ſome parts of it. She joins with her father 
and brother in their aſſurances of eſteem and 
good wiſhes: toward you, and I hope you are 
convinced that on both thoſe ſubjects you may 
equally depend upon the ſincerity of, Sir, 
* . Your moſt obliged. 
And faithfully affectionate Serin 
F. HARTTORD. 


LET TE KR XXX 
From the ſame. 


SIR, Marlborough, July 30, 1739. 


I woulD much ſooner have written to you 
to thank you for the favour of your laſt letter 
had I enjoyed more leiſure; but I have had 
a friend with me this laſt month who has en- 
groſſed a good many of thoſe hours which 1 
uled to employ in writing to my correfpond- 
ents. She 1s a very plous, and religious, as 
well as agreeable woman, and has ſeen enough 
of the world in her younger years to teach her 
to value its enjoyments, and fear its vexations 
no more than they deſerve, by which happy 
knowledge ſhe has brought her mind and ſpi- 
rits to the moſt perfect ſtate of calmneſs I ever 
ſaw, and her converſation ſeems - to impart 
the bleſſing to all who partake of her diſcourſe. 
| | By 
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By this you will judge that I have paſſed my 
time very much to my ſatisfaction while ſhe 
was with me; and, though I have not written 
to you, you have ſhared my time with her, 
for almoſt all the hours I paſſed alone I have 
employed in reading your works, which for 
ever repreſent to my imagination the idea of 


a ladder or flight of ſteps, ſince every volume 
ſeems to riſe a ſtep nearer the language of 


heaven, and there is a viſible progreſſion to- 
ward that better country through every page 
ſo that, though all breathe piety and juſt rea- 
ſon, the laſt ſeems to crown the whole, till 
you ſhall again publiſh ſomething to enlighten 
a dark and obſtinate age, for I muſt believe 
that the manner in which you treat divine ſub- 
jects is more likely to reform and work upon the 
affections of your readers than that of any other 
writer now living. I hope God will in mercy to 
many thouſands, myſelf in particular, prolong 
your life many years. I own this does not ſeem a 
kind wiſh to you, but I think you will be con- 
tent to bear the infirmities of fleſh ſome years 
longer to be an inſtrument in the hands of 
God toward the ſalvation of your weak and 


_ diftreſſed brethren. The joys of heaven. can- 


not fade but will be as glorious millions of 
ages to come as they are now, and what a 
moment will the longeſt life appear when it 
eomes to be compared with eternity? My 
Lord deſires to aſſure you of his regards and 
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beſt wiſhes, I am, Sir, with the trueſt Ves 
neration, | | 


Your moſt faithfullamble Servant 
F. HARTTORD. 


ET TER NET 
From the ſame. 
SIR, | Marlborough, Sept. 10, 1739. 


I am extremely glad to find that you have 
ſtill a reſerve of writings which the world may 
at ſome time or other hope to ſee, for without 


the leaſt flattery (a vice I would always avoid 


and more particularly on ſo important an oc- 
caſion) it is my opinion that God has in a 
very extraordinary manner bleſſed your en- 
deavours to the advancement of piety. I can- 


not help mentioning one inſtance of it to you, 


which has fallen within my own knowledge, 
N perſon who, after having drunk extremely 
hard, and made a very ill huſband for upwards 


of twenty years, has within this year and half 


entirely changed his courſe of hfe, and is now 
as ſober a man, and as good an huſband as is 
poſſible, and he himſelf ſays that his reform- 
ation has been entirely owing to reading your 


three volumes of ſermons which were printed 


fome years ſince. 
I muſt beg you to direct your next letter to 


me at St. Leonard's Hill, for we remove thi- 


ther (if it pleaſe God) the day after to- mor- 
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_ MEMOIRS OF 
row for about two months. My Lord arid" my 


| fon aſſure you of their ſincere regards, as Tam - 


fure Betty would do was ſhe with me; but ſhe 
is ſtill in Lorxſbire. I will not add any more 
at preſent than to deſire the continuance of 
your prayers,. and aſſure you that I am with 
a real veneration and friendſhip, Sir, 
Your moſt affectionate 
And faithful humble Servant, 
F. HARTTORD. 


LE I 
From the ſame. 
. London, Nov. 28, 1739. 
I am very much aſhamed when I conſider 
how long I have been indebted to you for the 
favour of a letter, but ſigce that time I have 


had my heart full of care, and my hands full 
of buſineſs. When TI received yours my Lord 


was laid up with a ſevere fit of the gout, 


which did not permit me to leave Windſor 
Foreſt (whither we are to return no more) 
till the thirteenth of this month. When I firſt 
came to town I had the diſagreeable news of 
my daughter's being ill in Yorkſhire, but, I 
thank God, ſhe 1s now well again, and I ex- 
pect her in town next week. Beſides all this I 
have been buly in getting ſome things ready 
to go down into Buckinghamſhire, to an houſe 
which my Lord has bought there of my Lord 
Bathurſt, and where we are to go to-morrow 

morning 
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morning to paſs there three or four days. It 
is the place which Mr. Pope in one of his let- 
ters to Mr. Digby calls my Lord B's ex- 


travagant bergerie*. The little paddock in 


which it ſtands perfectly anſwers that title. 


The houſe is old, but very convenient, and 


large enough; and what makes it very agree- 
able to me, though within ten miles, it looks 


as if it were an hundred from London, The 


life of God in the ſoul of man is a book which 
I have had and admired above theſe twelve 
years. Nothing can breathe a truer ſpirit of 
piety. My Lord and fon defire to aſſure you 
of their ſervices, and beſt wiſhes, and I am, 
with a very ſincere regard, Sir, 
Four moſt faithful 
And obliged humble Servant, 
F. Hanrroxp. 


LETTER xxxIII. 
From the ſame. 
8 IN. Percy Lodge, Dec. 3, 1747. 
I Have received the valuable book + you 
was ſo good as to ſend me, and though I 


have, from ſome neceſſary interruptions, been 
able to read only about half of it, I am ſo 


n 
* PR 2 — 


*A large ſheepfold. 


+ Undoubtedly the Doctor's Volume of Evangelical 
Diſcourſes, 
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much pleaſed with thoſe admirable diſcourſes 


that I cannot be eaſy any longer to defer my 
fincere thanks for the ſatisfaction I have already 
received from them. 

It is much to be lamented that the modern 
preachers in our church indulge themſelves 
and their hearers with cold, though well pen- 
ned, eſſays of morality, as it were forget- 
ting that the only anchor of our ſalvation 
is the merits of Jeſus Chriſt, who laid down 
his life to redeem us from the ſlavery of ſin 
and Satan. *Tis by this faſhionable way of 
preaching that I am afraid many ſerious peo- 
ple are led into the unhappy miſtake of truſt- 
mg to their own righteouſneſs, and find it a 
hard leſſon to rank themſelves with the ſinners 
of this world. 

My Lord deſires to ave you of his ſincere 
regards, and I am with the moſt cordial eſteem 
and gratitude, Sir, 

Your moſt obliged 
And faithful humble Servant, 
| F. HARTFORD. 


Sir Hugb Smirhſon ang Lady Betty have been 


in town ſome time, but I will let them know 


your kind remembrance of them. 


LET- 


— 


1 
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LETTER XXXIV. 
From the late Lord Barrington *, 


Rev. Six, London, Jan. 11, 1718. 
I cannot diſpenſe with -myſelf from taking 


the firſt opportunity I have of acknowledging 


your great fayour in aſſiſting me ſo readily to 
offer up the praiſe due ta almighty God for 
his ſignal mercies vouchſafed me on three ſe- 
veral occaſions, and of aſſuring you that it was 
with the utmoſt concern I underſtood that I 
muſt not flatter myſelf with the hopes of your 
being with us in this laſt, But how very ob- 
liging are you, who would give yourſelf the 
trouble to let me know that, though you 
could not give me the advantage of your com- 
pany at Hatton- Garden, yet I ſhould not want 
your aſſiſtance at a diſtance, where you would 
addreſs ſuch petitions to heaven to meet ours 
as tend to render me one of the beſt and hap- 
pieſt men alive. This they will influence me 
to be in ſome meaſure, both by their preva- 
lency at the throne of grace, and by inſtruct- 
ing me in the moſt agreeable manner what I 
ſhould aſpire to. Whilſt J read your letter 
I found my blood fired with the greateſt am- 
bition to be what you wiſh me. I will there- 


fore carefully preſerve it, where it ſhall be 


_—_— 


— 


* See his life in the Biegraphia Britannica. 
D d 2 leaſt 
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leaſt liable to accidents, and where it will be 
always moſt in my view. There, as I ſhall 
fee what I ought to be, by keeping it always 
before me, I ſhall not only have the pleaſure 
of obſerving- the maſterly ſtrokes of the cha- 


racter you will me, but I hope, come in time 
to bear ſome reſemblance to it. 


Whilſt you were praying for us, we did not 


forget you; nor ſhall J ceaſe to beſeech al- 


mighty God to make you a bright example 
of paſſive virtue till he ſhall ſee fit to reſtore. 
you to that eminent degree of acceptableneſs 
'and ſervice 7m have once enjoyed. I am, 
Sir, | 
Your moſt obliged humble Servant, 
—_ BARRINGTON. 
My wife is very much obliged by your ci- 
vility. She has deſired a copy of your letter, 
which ſhe ſays will be as uſeful to her, as it 
Has been entertaining, if it be not her own 
fault. Both our humble ſervices attend the 
good family where you are. I am ſorry my 
Lady's cold is like to deprive us of their com- 
pany on ///, eren 


LK R XXXV. 
From lle ber 


REV. Sir, Tofts, 1 a 23, 1724. 


I RETURNED you my thanks for the kind 
preſent of your Tan ſoon after I received it. 
1 can 
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J can now do it on much better grounds, for 


ſince I have read it (which from the ſcene of 


ſorrow and buſineſs I have lately been in I 
have not been able to do till within theſe few 
days) I do not barely thank you for the civi- 
lity of your preſent, or only for the ſatisfaction 
I have received on reading a book finely writ- 
ten on a noble and uſeful ſubject, or for the 
profit I have reaped. by it, but for a book, 
by which I expect not only the youth of Eng- 
land, but all, who are not too lazy, or too 
wiſe. to learn, will be taught to think and 
write better than they do, and thereby become 
better ſubjects, better neighbours, better rela- 
tives, and better chriſtians. As far as wrong 
reaſoning helps to ſpoil. each of theſe (and a 
great way every one, who will reflect, muſt 
ſee it goes towards it) ſo far will putting us 
in a right way of thinking help to mend us. 
J think your book ſo good an help to us this 


way, that I ſhall not only recommend it to 


others, but uſe it as the beſt manual of its 
kind myſelf, and intend as ſome have done 
| Eraſmus, or a piece of Cicero for another 
purpoſe to read it over once a year. I am, 
Sir, 1 | 
Your molt faithful humble Servant, 

| BARRINGTON. 
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LET . E R XXXVL 
From the ſame. 
Rev. SIR, Becker-Houſe, Feb, 4; 1731. 

Ar laſt I have received the kind preſent* 
you ſo long ſince ordered. me. I have read it 
over, and looked over ſome parts of it again. 
I ſhall lay it in my nurſery, hall, and parlour, 
and keep it in my ſtudy, I think it a book 
that will be very inſtructive and entertaining 
to people of all ages and conditions. You 
know I am very much for the whole Bi- 
ble's being looked through, and' not one part 
of it only; or even the New Teſtament alone 
in prejudice of the reſt. I think you have 
done very good ſervice in giving us the Apo- 
cryphal hiſtory, as a part of the account of 
God's tranſitions with his people. But, after 
ſaying this I muſt own to you I could have 
wiſhed you had made your ſections, eſpecially 
at the beginning, not barely as hiſtorical ones, 
but with a view to the different diſpenſations 
of God to mankind (I mean in that part of 
the book before the law) though ftill preſerv- 
ing the order of the Bible. The breaks, that 
ariſe from that conſideration, are what are 
moſt likely to lead us into the true knowledge 


of the Bible. Without them the hiſtory of 


the Bible will be little more than the amuſe- 
ment of other hiſtories. I am, Sir, 
Your very faithful humble Servant, 
BARRINGTON. 


—— 


x Dr. Waits's View of the whole N Hiftory« 
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LETTER XXXVIL 
From the preſent Lord Barrington. 
Rev. SIR, Becket-Houſe, Feb. 22, 1734-3. 
My Lady begs you to accept through my 
hands her beſt thanks for your laſt kind letter 
to her. She 1s fully ſenſible of the favour 
you do her both by the handſome manner in 
which you ſpeak of her deceaſed Lord, and 
the excellent motives you propoſe for her con- 
ſolation. 
Give me leave, Sir, to return you my 
thanks for your kind wiſhes on my account. 
My late dear father was often commending me 
in a manner far above what I any ways de- 
ſerved, and for which I eſteem myſelf entirely 
indebted to his paternal fondneſs. But, if I 
was to have choſen to whom I would have 
been ſo commended, it ſhould have been to 
Dr. Waits at Lady Abney's. I eſteem it in- 
cumbent on me to come up as far as I am 
able to his account of me, which I ſhall en- 
deavour to do by the cloſeſt imitation of his 
bright example. | 
The deſire you expreſs of having my father's 


head among your collection of learned men is 


worthy of a perſon who had ſo long an inti- 
macy and friendſhip with him. I am ſenſible 
that if all the world had the ſame regard, and 
ſo quick a remembrance of men of merit as 
_ yourſelf, a picture would be entirely ſuper- 
fluous, Yet if you think that from the in- 
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ſpection of the late Lord Barrington's picture any 
may be induced to. fallow the pattern of vir- 
tue and ſelf-denial he has ſet, it may be eaſily 


done. 1 am in a very particular manner, Sir, 


' Your moſt humble Servant, 
BARRINGTON®, 


LETT ER XXXERL 
From the Honourable Jonathan Belcher, Eg. 6 


Rev. AN D DEAR SIR, Boſton, Oct. 20, 1732. 


In Auguſt laſt I had the favour of yours of 
the fourth of May, with your lamentation on 
the death of that excellent chriſtian Mrs. Sarah 
Abney. God indeed in his unerring wiſdom 
orders every thing at the beſt time, yet, to 
ſpeak after the manner of men, her death was 
untimely to the world, and uncommonly ſo 
to thoſe who were happy in her relation and 
acquaintance, She ſeemed to be ſeaſoned 
with a peculiar ' modeſty, grace, and piety, 
and her converſation diſcovered a good know- 
ledge of the world and things. But, dear 
Doctor, I muſt not excite you, or any of her 
ſurviving friends to new grief. I doubt not 


but ſhe has dropped anchor within the veil. 


May God of his infinite mercy enable us to 
follow her in imitation of the holy 7eſus 


— — 


His Lordthis was o 51 eite years of age when he 


wrote the above letter. 


+ Governor of New Ergland, or the province of Maſſer 


I heartihy 
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1 heartily condole with you and his bereaved 
flock in the death of Dr. Calamy, who was a 
faithful labourer in his maſter's vineyard, and 
doubt not is entered into the joy of his Lord. 

J know, Sir, the ſtation in which God has 
ſet me is ſurrounded with ſnares and difficul- 
ties, and requires great care and thought; 
bow then your knees with mine to the fountain 
of grace and wiſdom that I may fo conduct my 
adminiſtration as moſt of all to advance the: 
honour of 'God with the welfare and happi- 
neſs of his people, then ſhall I at laſt be able 
to give up a joyſul account of the talents! 
committed to my truſt. 

May the God of the ſpirits of all fleſh re- 
ſtore your health, and ſtrengthen your tender, 
. crazy conſtitution! and may the great Head: 
of the Church repleniſh you continually with! 
the effuſion of his holy ſpirit for . the better 
edification of the body of the church, and at 
laſt receive you to the general aſſembly and 
church of the Firſt-born, and the ſpirits of 
Juſt men made perfect! This is, and ſhall be 
the hearty- prayer of, Sir, > 

Your affectionate Friend, 
And very humble Servant, 
J. BELCHER. 
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LETTER XXXIX. 
From the ſame. 
| WorTnyY SIR, Boſton, Oct. 24, 1735. 
In June laſt Mr. Boylſtone brought me your 
obliging letter of 2d of May. I again thank 
you for your prayers and good wiſhes for me 
in the weight of the government. It ſhall be 


my ſtudy to be faithful to my maſter, and with 


2 tender eye to keep inviolate all the liberties 


of my dear country, and ſuch a practice I 


think very compatible. I was ſotry to hear of 
the death of the late ingenious, and religious 
I looked on him as a part of our 
glory and defence; but what ſhall we ſay, the 
reſidue of the ſpirit is with God? Apur ſhall 
not fave us, neither will we ride on horſes; and 
ceaſe ye from man whoſe breath is in his noftrils, 
for wherein 1s he to be accounted of. God's 
church and people ſhall be ſafe here and ſafe 
for ever; while their faith is fixed truſting in 
the Lord, they ſhall be as Mount Zion which 
cannot be removed but abideth for ever. I 
have from others the ſame account you give 
me of the declining ſtate of the health of my 
predeceſſor Governor Shute, for whom I have 
a great eſteem, as a gentleman of great virtue 
and integrity : his days have filled up the age 
of a man, whoſe ſtrength is not the ſtrength of 
ſtones, nor his fleſh of braſs. We muſt all cry 
out at laſt, Corruption, thou art my father! O 

© worm, 
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worm, thou art my ſiſter and mother! but 
happy, thrice happy ſhall they be, who, when 
this corruptible ſhall put on incorruption, and 
this mortal ſhall put on immortality, ſhall be 
able to triumph over the laſt enemy of mankind, 
and ſay, O death! where is thy ſting? O grave! 
where is thy victory? This I hope will be the 
portion of my worthy friend Col. Shute, who, 
I doubt not, in God's beſt time, will come to 
his grave in full age, like as a ſhock of corn 
cometh in his ſeaſon. Faxit Deus. 

I aſk leave to condole the Honourable Lady 
Abney on the death of Mrs. Gunſton, and to 
congratulate her on the mercy of God in her 10 
own recovery. May ſhe live long in good | | 

health a ſtill more extenſive bleſſing to her fa- 1 
mily, and this unworthy world! 
I thank you, Sir, very heartily for your 
ſhare of the 54 diſcourſes delivered at Mr. 
Coward's Lectures; the two volumes being ſent 
me by my excellent friend Dr. Gay/e. 

I pray God to pour out upon you and upon 
your brethren more and more of his Holy 
Spirit. That you may be faithful to your great 
Lord and Maſter, even unto death, and then 
receive the crown of life, is the prayer of, 
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My dear Friend, 
Your moſt obliged and moſt humble Servant, 
J. BIER. 
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LETTER XL y 
From the ſame. 
Dear SIR, | December 10, 1737. 


Tux ſeventh current came to my hand your 
favour of the thirteenth of OZober, for which 
you have my kindeſt thanks. 

Mr. Loving's ſermon 1s allowed by thoſe 
who have the beſt ſenſe of religion to be full of 
excellent advice to rulers and people; and I 
humbly pray that by the influences of that God; 
who has honoured him to be an overſeer of one 
of his flocks, we may for the future live and 
act more to his glory! And I am here again 
thankful for your prayers to heaven on my be- 
half. 

The acceptance of my 3 is a token of 
your reſpect, and ſo is the preſent of yours to 
me, which I hope to receive by one of the 
Spring- ſhips, with Mr, Edwards of Northampton's 
narrative, printed by your ſelf and Dr. Guyſe at 
London, of the wonderful things wrought by 
the Spirit of God on the hearts of our penn 
in the county of Hampſhire, 

You will, Sir, oblige one of your conſtant 
readers, and hearty well-wiſhers to let me 
have any thing new with which you oblige the 
world. 

It 1s very wad of pious Lady Abney to allow 
me a ſhare in her good wiſhes. She is making 
haſte to a better world, and at her great change 

cc will 
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« will come-to the grave in full age, as a ſhock 
« of corn comes in its ſeaſon.” In the mean 
time I wiſh her length of days with health and 
comfort. 

Thar you may be continued a burning and 
ſhining light by which many ſouls may be 
guided to the regions of eternal day, and there 
be witneſſes to that crown of life, which you 
ſhall receive from your Lord and Maſter in 
teſtimony of your fidelity, is and ſhall be the 
prayer of, Rev. Sir, 
| Your obliged FN 

And moſt obedient Servant, 
J. BRELCHER. 


mw. F TER MC 
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Rev. Six, 5 Boſton, Oct. 20, 1739. 


Id Auguſt laſt came to hand your kind letter | 
of the 6th of Fane which grieved me with the 
account you gave me of a paralytic diſorder 
which had lately viſited you. Our times are 
in God's hands. The ſands run low in your 
glaſs and mine. Ol that I could realize it as I 
ought, then I ſhould ſtand with my loins girt 
and my light burning, and ready to depart at 
whatever hour the Lord ſhall come. I offer 
i up my ſincere praiſes to the God of all grace 
g and mercy who ſtill ſaves, and has ſo much re- 
ſtored you. _ your life and health be pre- 
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cious in 15 ſight, and your uſcfulneſs 5 in your 
Maſter's ſervice be extended even to old age! 
Not long after I wrote you of the affairs of 
my government the clouds returned after the 
rain, and things are not fo placid and eaſy as ] 
could wiſh. I deſire to be patient and ſub- 
miſſive to the diſpenſations of God's wiſe and 
holy providence. It is eaſy with him to ſay, 
« And at evening time it ſhall be light.“ I 
thank you for the preſent of your laſt book +, 
which Dr. Sewall borrowed before I could get 
through 1t—the others were delivered as you 
deſired. Pleaſe to make my beſt regards ac- 
ceptable to the worthy Lady Abney, and be- 
lieve me, Sir, with entire eſteem, 
Your Friend and moſt obedient Servant, 
J. BELCHER, 


LET EK: Xt 
From Sir Gilbert Elliot, Bart. 


Rev. Sis, Epſom, Nov. &, 1727. 
I eyxorostD myſelf the pleaſure of ſeeing 
you before this, but ſeveral unexpected acci- 
dents have prevented me, and, as I do not 
know when I ſhall enjoy ſo great a ſatisfaction, 
I take this opportunity to renew my old re- 
queſt, that you would be ſo good and charitable 


as to oblige the world with a ſhort catechiſm 


— OY 


> o » * — * * s — 


I + Not unlikely the Doctor's Diſcourſes on the Holineſs 


of Times, Places, and People, printed 1738. 


in 
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in a plain, eaſy, intelligible way, adapted to 


the ſeveral ages and capacities of children. 


Give me leave to be importunate in my re- 
queſt becauſe it would be of great uſe to a 
fociety that I have ſome concern in. It would 
look like flattery and not ſincere friendſhip 
was I to tell you what a general and deſeryed 
applauſe your writings meet with. Sure this 
is a great encouragement ; let me. uſe it as an 
argument to undertake fo uſeful and beneficial 
a work which ſeems to be reſerved by Provi- 
dence for your happy genius and extenſive ca- 
pacity. It was no ſmall pleaſure to hear upon 
the road by Mr. Tonge of your health, which 
I hope and wiſh you may {till long enjoy to be 
continued as'a further bleſſing in your day and 
generation. My reſpectful ſervices attend Lady 
Abney ; J hope ſhe will be my advocate in this 
cauſe, and uſe her intereſt with you in my fa- 
vour. I ſhould be extremely glad to hear of 
your welfare, as being with a ſincere eſteem, 
Rev. and dear Sir, ; 
Your molt affectionate We Servant, 
SGi. ELL10TT. 
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LE F x XU 
From Lady Mary Levett *. 


STR, - | | March 10, 1722, | 


Tris preſents you with grateful acknow- 
ledgments for your book F and picture, both 
are worthy of a better place than I have to 
put them in. I did not receive them till 
laſt Monday. So far as I have looked into your 


book J have reaſon, to believe that the method 


together with the ſpirit and temper is bet 
ſuited to convince of error and eſtabliſh in the 
moſt important articles of Chriſtianity, and 
hope the divine bleſſing will by theſe your la- 
bours produce theſe . happy effects. I have 
been much concerned for the death of Sir 
Thomas Abney at a juncture when his zeal as a 
magiſtrate, and his prayers as a good Chriſtian 
are ſo much wanted. I beg my ſervice to 
Lady Abney ; tell her I ſympathize with her, for 
though Sir Thomas was full of years, and na- 
ture was ſpent, yet. to loſe ſuch an huſband, 
parent, and maſter muſt be matter of deep 
ſorrow : one every way ſo fit for heaven muſt 
be a diffuſive bleſſing to our earth. But how- 


— 


*The relict, if T cone right, of Sir William Levett, 
Alderman of London. 


+ His Chriſtian Doctrine of the Trinity, as appears from 
what fellows in her letter, printed by the Doctor 1722. 


ever 
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ever her Ladyſhip is not unacquainted with her 
duty, or an experimental benefit by a due ſub- 
miſſion to the darkeſt diſpenſations. She 
knows the God who ſends, the errand, and 


tendency of afflictions. And here I can't but 
ſay I am more apt to pity a carnal wretch un- 


der afflictions than a pious ſoul; the one is ſo 
hardened, that he uſually either contemns or 
reproaches God, or ſtudies indire& methods 
to relieve himſelf, whilſt the other is more ſo- 
licitous to have trouble ſanctified than re- 
moved. Happy is my Lady in ſuch a diſpoſi- 


tion, and in having you, Sir, to mention her 


complaints to, and aſk your advice and prayers. 
That you may have confirmed health of body 
and growing degrees of a proſperous ſoul, and 
abundant ſucceſs in your miniſterial labours i is 
the with of, Sir, 
With great reſpect, your Servant, 
Mary LEVETr. 


LETTE R-XETV. 
From Samuel Holden, E 


SIR, Coram s-Hall, Dec. 28, 1733. 


TRR papers you communicated contain two 
ſtories remarkably ſad and profane, though I 
fear 


—— & 1 1 e * 4 ** 1 *. „ ** Py — —_— 


* Dr. Benjamin Colman of Bees in en 
preached and publiſhed a funeral ſermon for this Gentle» 
man, in which are contained ſeveral extracts from his let- 


ters to the Doctor, which ſhew Ar. Holden to have been 
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fear there are but two. many inſtances of the 


like nature. 
Mr. Chandler told me one which happened 


at a coffee-houſe where he was preſent, A 


perſon came in retching and ſtraining as 
though he wanted to vomit, He was aſked 
what ailed him. He replied, he had been the 
day before at the ſacrament to qualify himſelf, 
and that he ſhould never be eaſy, till he got the 
damned bread and wine off his ſtomach. 

How. thoſe who haye it in their power to re- 

move the occaſions of ſuch horrid impieties 
(and yet continue them for ſecular ends) can 


anſwer it to the great Judge of all, muſt be left 


to their own conſciences, if they have anx. 
My reſpects wait upon yourſelf and the good 
l 
Your moſt humble and affectionate a 
SAMUEL HoLDEN, 


LE 1 I'S K  XNIV- 


From the Rev. Mr. Frederic Michael Ziegen- 
hagen 
Rev. Sir, | Leatogton, Od. 29, 1736. 
Your very kind letter of 23d inſtant, to- 
gether with three books of the late Rev. Mr. 
1 | £ 1 1438217 John 


— 
* 


3. man of conſiderable” abilities, and eminent piety. He 


was Chairman of the Committee of Proteſtant Diſſentets in 


London. 


e was chaplain to his Majeſty George U. Miniſter of 


the. German Chapel at St. rn 5s upwards of fifty three 
224 ö 


years, 


A 4 
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Fob Jeunings's Diſcourſes concerning evangelical 


and experimental preaching came ſafe to my 


hands Oct. 26, TI heartily thank you, dear | 


Sir, as well as the Rev. Mr. David Jennings 
for ſo agreeable a preſent, and more eſpecially 
for the care and pains both of you have been 
at either in tranſlating or reviſing and publiſh- 
ing the late Profeſſor Franct's Epiſtle on the 


fame ſubject. I ſhall not fail to acquaint the 


ſon of that good man, the preſent Profeſſor 
Franck, with your particular eſteem for and 
love to the memory of his father, and by the 
firſt opportunity alſo tranſmit, according to 
your direction, two copies of the ſaid Diſcourſes 
to Hull. In the mean time I dare aſſure you 
this freſh inſtance of your pious deſire to pro- 
mote the intereſt of true Chriſtianity will cer- 
tainly be acknowledged with praiſe to the 
Lord, and endear your name to very many 
who wiſh well to the cauſe of Chriſt in Germany, 
May the Lord be pleaſed to awaken by this 
little book the whole order of men who pre- 
tend to be miniſters of Chriſt and the goſpel, 
and nevettheleſs have been too negligent, if 
not aſhamed to preach Chriſt or the goſpel; 
that they may recover themſelves out of the 
ſnare and deceit, they moſt unhappily are fallen 
into, that for the futute they may not preach 
themſelves, but Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, and 


years, bore an excellent character, atid died Faruary 24tb, 
1776. | 
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eſpecially him crucified, who alone is made 
of God unto us wiſdom, and righteouſneſs, 
and ſanctification, and redemption. 

As to your kind invitation to come and dine 


with you on a Tueſday in Aldermanbury I very 


thankfully accept of it, but muſt beg leave to 
defer it a time longer, till the arrival of three 
miſſionaries for the proteſtant miſſion in the 


Eaſt-Indies at Tranquebar, who are expected 


from Hall the middle of December next, and 
will certainly be very glad to have the happi- 
neſs to get acquainted with good and pious 
men, and particularly with the author of that 
excellent book called The Redeemer and Sanc- 
tifier, and I do not queſtion that your good- 
neſs will grant them a friendly acceſs and con- 
verſation. My moſt humble ſervice to my 
Lady Abney, and her family. I remain with 
much ſincerity and eſteem, reverend Sir, 
Your affectionate Brother, 
And humble Servant, 
Fae, Mica. ZIkCENHAOEN. 


L E T TER XLVI, 
From the ſame. 
Dear ax b Rev. Sis, Kenſington, Nov. 30, 1737. 


Your kind letter of Nov. 25, with the little 
book* annexed to it lays me under a new 


I” 


Poſſibly the Doctor's Diſcourſe on Humility, pub- 
Uſhed 1737. 5 
obligation, 


Da. IS AAC WATTS. . 
obligation, and I ſincerely wiſh to be able and 
to have an opportunity to acquit the ſame. 


I think I foreſaw what you were pleaſed to ob- 


Ject againſt the encomiums, however well de- 
ſerved and no doubt well meant, beſtowed 
upon you and your writings by Mr. Kort bold 
and the Abbot Steinmetx. Perhaps you will be 
the more inclined to excuſe. the liberty both 
of them have taken in acquainting the public 
with your character, when I beg leave to tell 
you, that probably neither of them was aware. 


that any thing publiſhed in the German lan- 
guage would be tranſlated into Engüſb, or 


come to your knowledge, For Mr. Korthold's 
tranflation of Mr. Benſon's vindication of prayer 
has not been ſent aver as yet, although it 
came out for aught I know a year ago, and 
as to the 4bbot's preface the tranſlating of it 
was purely a motion and reſolution of my 
own in order to ſhew my great eſteem and 


_ reſpect I juſtly owe you. This is really the | 
caſe, I believe, why theſe Gentlemen did ex- 


preſs their ſentiments concerning Dr. Hatts 
and his writings ſo full and freely, and no 
doubt they would be ſorry to hear they had 
given the leaſt offence to a man they value 
fo much. The preventing of which is the 
true reaſon why I trouble you with the fore- 
mentioned circumſtances, I agree entirely 
with you that it is more ſafe to have low 
thoughts of outſelves and our abilities than 
great ones. Highmindedneſs and more eſpe- 
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gially ſpiritual pride is the neareſt image of 
the fallen angels, and an infallible way to 
loſe all, and every grain of grace, the favour 
of God, and the glory that is promiſed to the 
faithful Servants of God. But however low 
and mean we have reaſon to think of ourſelves 
this makes no law to others to think fo too, 
nor can their liberality in ſpeaking to our 
praiſe, conſidered in itſelf, be blamed. The 
inſtance we have of this, Mat. xi. 79—11, 
compared with John i. 27, is clear. 
The preſent of your Catechifms 1s really very 
agreeable to me, and I thank you heartily for 
Ie. : 
Having received letters this day ſe'nnight 
from en in the new colony of Georgia, 


where ſome of the Salizburghers driven out 
from 


2 


— — 


Who theſe Sahæburgbers were, what were the ſuffer- 
ings they met with, and the compaſſionate regards that 
were ſhown them may be learned from the Continuation 
of Mr. Rapin's Hiſtory of England. A moſt dreadful 
perſecution of. the Proteflants at this time (1732) raged 
in the biſhopric of Sa/tzburgh in contravention of the treaty 
of We/phalia, which the biſhop of Saltxburgb endeavoured 
ta juſtify by charging his Broze/ant ſubjects with facts that 
amounted to little more than ignorance and intemperate 
zeal. The cruelties and hardſhips they underwent produced 
a letter from the Proteſtant Miniſters in the diet of Ratiſbon to 
the Emperor, which refuted moſt of the facts alleged by the 
Biſhop to Juſtify his cruelties, and very plainly proved 
that he could not by the treaty. of Meſiphalia refuſe them 
liberty to go out; of the dioceſe. as they ſhould ſee occaſion. 


Notwybſlanding this letter the Biſhop continued his cruel- 
- ties 
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from their own native country are ſettled, 
and finding to my own great grief and forrow 

that 


2 
— ——ů ů ——ů— ů — - ——  —— ubↄ— — 
. 
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ties againſt his Proteſtant ſubjects till his Britaunie majeſty 
(King George the Second) intereſted himſelf fo far in their 

favour with the Emperor as to interpoſe his authority in be- 
half of the treaty of Wegphalia: this is the more extra- 
ordinary as the family of Auſtria had always been remark- 
able for oppreſſing the Proteftants in Germany, and the 
2 before this interpoſition had made uſe of the Empe- 
ror's forces to reduce his Proteſtant ſubjects to the miſer- 
able condition before mentioned. Oct. Edit. Vol. VIII. 
p. 123. Again, The perſecution againſt the Proteſf- 
ans in Germany, particularly the Saltæburgbers, ſtill rag- 
ing, it was thought by many public-ſpirited gentlemen 
in Englaud that it would be good policy to grant thoſe 
unhappy people an aſylum in the Britiſb dominions in 
America; particularly in Georgia. This colony was then 
in its infancy, and through the indefatigable pains of Mr. 
Oglethorp, afterwards Lieutenant-general, wote 4 pro- 
miſing aſpect. It had been ſettled by a royal charter in 
1732, which conſtituted a body politic and corporate by 


the name of the Truſtees for eftabliſhing the Colony of 


Georgia in America: The charter had likewiſe impoweted 
them to ere& the ſame into an independent province, and 
the truſtees; who by their own deſire were reſtrained from 
taking any fee, ſalary, or profit whatſoever, alſo took 
ſubſeriptivnb, and collected fuch monies as were contri- 
buted. They therefore on the 1eth of May (1733) pe- 
titioned the Houſe of Commons, ſetting forth that many 
Saltzburghers, and other perſecuted and diſtreſſed Proteſt- 
ants would be glad to go and ſettle in the ſaid province of 
Georgia, where they may find, under his majeſty's pro- 
tection, an aſylum from perſecution and arbitrary power, 
but were unable at their own charge to tranſport. them- 
ſelves thither, and as the ſettling them there will be a 

CY highly becoming this Proteſtant kingdom, the em- 
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that their preſent, circumſtances are very dif- 
treſſed and deplorable, not having given 
them, 


— 


biene horn. in raiſing rough materials for ſeveral of the 
moſt uſeful manufactures, with which none of our planta- 
tions at preſent ſupply us, will be of great ſervice to the 
trade of this nation, increaſe the number of his majeſty's 

ſubjects, and give further employment for our poor at 
home: and that the petitioners, notwithſtanding the be- 
nefactions of many well-diſpoſed and charitable people 
find themſelves unable to ſend over any number of the ſaid 
diſtreſſed Proteſtants without the aſſiſtance of parliament, 
and therefore praying the houſe to take the premiſes 
into conſideration, and grant ſuch relief therein as this 
houſe ſhall think fit. This petition was judged ſo reaſon- 
able that the Parliament granted this year o, ooo J. to the 
truſtees out of the ſale of lands of the iſland of Sr. Comes 
pher's for carrying the purpoſes of it into execution,” 


Ibid. p. 183. 


I have now before me a pamphlet printed by F. Doe: 
ing in Bartholomew-cloſe, entitled An Account of the Suffer- 
inge 4 the perſecuted Proteſtants, in the Archbiſhopric of 
Saltzburgh with their reception in ſeveral imperial. cities in 
Germany, together aich their confeſſion of faith take from 
authentic papers; to which are added the Archbiſbop's decree 
and paſsport, and two Letters relating thereto from the evan- 


gelic Body at Ratiſpon. In a letter in the above pamphlet 


dated at Augsburg in anſwer to an Inquiry what is the real 
cauſe of the expulſion of this people from their country, 
it is declared that no other cauſe can be alleged but their 
confeſſion of the Proteſtant religion, which i is not tolerated 
in the territory of Sgltzburgh : and that this is the true 
cauſe i is manifeſt not only from the many kinds of ſuffer- 
ings theſe poor people have endured, all of which were 
deſigned to make them quit the Preteftant religion, but 
alſo from the public acts of he Imperial Diet. Next fol- 
lows an inquiry how have _—_ people been treated? To 

which 
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them, when the letters came away, the land 
which was e them, and ſuffering in 


every 


1 th... 


— 2 2 "a F wa —— — 


which it is anſwered that at firſt all pains were taken to 
diſſuade them from the Proteſtant religion by arguments 
from worldly intereſt, and, when that would not do, 
their books, whieh they had been many years collecting, 
were ſeized in ſeveral places, and it is reported of the 


Dean of Werfen that he burned them. After they were 


thus deprived of the word of God their enemies proceeded 
to more violent methods. Many were apprehended, par- 
ticularly thoſe who were ſuſpected to be their leaders, and 
fent in deriſion with white caps which hung down to their 
breaſts into the deepeſt dungeons in Sa/zzburgh, and others 
have been ſent away their relations not knowing whither, 
When this would not do the Papiſts threatened them with 
beheading, drowning, the gallies, and the like. At laſt, 


when it was found that they could not be brought by any 


of theſe violent means to love their lives and poſſeſſions more 
than God and his truth they were on a ſudden ordered to 
leave the country. The order was immediately executed 
with all imaginable rigour. Some were taken from the 
field, others were dragged naked out of their beds, All 
in general had a ſudden ſummons to depart, and none or 
very few were permitted ſo much as to ſell their goods, 
or take any thing neceſſary with them. Many have been 
obliged to leave their wives and their ſubſtance behind 
them, and go away deprived of all they had in the world, 

This, and much more appears by the complaints that have 
been laid before the Evangelic body at Ratiſbon, and by the 
imperial mandates iſſued thereupon ; and what increaſed 
the calamity of theſe people was that they were forced to 


begin their journey in the depth of winter, when the cold 


is moſt ſevere (Chriſtmas 1732). The firſt 800 ſpent five 
whole weeks in their journey, and that in the moſt bitter 
cold and ſtormy weather, and they were a fortnight in 
wandering over mountains and hills not knowing whither 


they 
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every reſpect great. poverty, and hardſhips, I 


am reſolved to acquaint all my friends I have 


2 particular confidence in with the diſtreſs 
this chriſtian and truly good people are in at 
this time. Their pious and indefatigable mi- 
niſter the Rev. Mr. Bollzius acquaints the Rev. 
Mr. Urlſpurger at Augsburg and myſelf, that 
any old rag thrown away in Europe is of ſer- 
vice to them, for inftance, old ſhoes, ſtock- 
ings, ſhirts, or any thing of wearing apparel 
for men or women, grown people or children. 

Wherefore, dear Sir, if Baron Oxie's ſup- 
poſition that you have ſome hundreds of friends 
at your diſpoſal be true, perhaps you might 
by the bleſſing of God be an happy inſtru- 
ment to get here and there ſomething of old 
clothes for them to cover their nakedneſs. 
Some well-diſpoſed perſons in Germany have 
hitherto ſent them through my hands at ſeveral 
times conſiderable benefactions, and more 
eſpecially have agreed among themſelves to 
contribute a certain ſum of money for the 
buying of linen cloth, and by the laſt ſhip, 
which failed from hence the 6th of this month 
for Georgia, there were actually ſent them 


"> 4 "IA (TY + 4.4 . * 21 n hy r 


n 


they went. Theſe hardſhips fatigued and emaciated them 
ſo much that they were almoſt famiſhed, having been in 
want of bread for three days together. At the concluſion 
of the above pamphlet there is an account of the particular 
number of exiles from ten diſtricts in the Archbiſhopric 
of Salixburg, amounting in the whole to 20,078. 
| | fifteen 
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fifteen pieces of linen, for ſhirts, aprons, caps, 
&c. I muſt needs own, if the good providence 
of God had not raiſed them ſuch kind bene- 
factors, I am afraid there would have been very 


few of them yet alive. If the journal ſent by 


Mr. Boltzius was not in the German language I 
ſhould not fail to communicate it to you, and 
am pretty ſure that the reading of it would as 


well edify as raiſe: your compaſſion to them. 


Your goodneſs lets me hope you will kindly 
pardon the length of this letter, and the free- 
dom uſed in laying before you the miſery and 
calamity of the poor Saliaburgbers at Ebenezer. 
May the Lord give us grace at all times to ful- 
fil the good pleaſure of his will! Lam with great 
ſincerity and eſteem, Rev. Sir, 
Your affectionate Brother, 
And humble Servant, 
FaeD. Mich. ZIEGENHAGEN. 


LETTER XEVIL 
From the ſame, 
_ Kenſington, Dec. 9, 1737. 


Rev. AND DEAR SIR, 

I RETURN you many thanks for your kind 
letter of December 6, which came not to my 
hands till juſt now at fix o'clock at night, 
elſe I ſhould not have failed to have anſwered 
it ſooner. The readineſs you ſhow 1n aſſiſting 
the poor Seltzburghers, yea your well receiving 
the mentioning them, and their circumſtances 
| in 
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in my laſt letter give me great ſatisfaction. 
What you are pleaſed to mention of an appli- 


cation made to you in behalf of the Saltzburgh- 
crs three years ago by three Minifters of the 


Church of England, viz. in the name of the 


Society, is all fact, and I myſelf remember the 
thing yery well, but I never heard the reaſon 
why the application had no ſucceſs; and am al- 


moſt apt to queſtion whether the gentlemen 


commiſſioned with that affair made their re- 
port to the Society for promoting Chriſtian Know- 
ledge, agreeable to what I find in your letter. 
N. B. The other Society called The Incorporated 
Society for foreign Parts, that is to ſay for the 
Weſt Indies, have done nothing for, or have any 


any thing to do with the 8 in 


Georgia. 

But to come to the main point upon which 
you are ſo good as to deſire my anſwer. The 
caſe ſtands thus. When the ſaid Society for 
promoting Chriſtian knowledge, after having read 
the accounts of the ſufferings of the Saltzburgh- 
ers, which were ſent me from Germany, and by 
me communicated to them, did agree to have 
the ſame publiſhed in Eugliſb, in order to raiſe 


a collection for the benefit of the perſecuted. 


Setlzburghers i in general, they appointed at the 
ſame time ſix truſtees for receiving all the 
charities of that branch, and among the reſt I 
myſelf was one of them, as you will | ind 3 in the 
firſt account of the ſufferings of the Saltzburgh- 


ers — by the 7" "My The office of a 
truſtee 


1 


% F 


A. 


- 


Da. IS AAC WATTS. 429 


truſtee laid me under an obligation to report 


to the Society what money I received from 
benefactors here in Eugland, and ſo I did re- 
port it except the money that was put into my 
hands for particular uſes, and defired to” þ 
ſent to Germany by myſelf, for inſtance, the 
money for the Sa/zburghers 67 l. collected by 
the Rev. Mr. Burroughs, a miniſter of the Bap- 
tiſt perſuaſion, who preached two ſermons upon 
that charity; alſo the money that was, or is 
ſill ſent me from Germany: for thoſe Saltæburgb- 
ers who are gone to Georgia, I never was ob- 
liged to make a report of it to the Society, and 
never did. 

The reaſon of this ch I ſuppoſe you 
apprehend very eaſily. I have ſent, thank God, 
every year charitable contributions to Ebenezer, 
and given directions to the Rev. Mr. Boltzius 
how it is to be applied. Sometimes the bene- 
factors ſignify expreſsly to me for what uſe 
they deſign their charity, either for the relief 
of the ſick, or old people, or for widows and 
orphans, or for maintaining ſome: poor chil- 


dren, or for inſtructing ſome negroes, or for 


the pooreſt among them to buy ſhoes, ſtock- 


ings, ſhirts, &c.; but ſometimes they leave it 
to the diſcretion of Mr. Boltzius to apply the 


money to the beſt advantage of the Saltze 


 burghers. 


All this I do in my private Pe.” without 
acquainting the Society with particulars either 
from whence the money comes or for what 

particular 
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particular uſe it is deſigned. Neither do they 
deſire it, being ſenſible that the miſerable con- 
dition the Saltzburgbers are in is more fully 
known to me than to themſelves. As to my 
former office of truſtee I think it is quite at an 
end, not having here in Zngland in more than 
two years time received the leaſt benefaction 
for the Saltzburghers, the thing being now 
A e gt 
Wherefore, dear Sir, if the Lord bleſſes your 
good intention and interceſſion in behalf of the 
Saltzburghers, and ſends them by your means 
ſome ſeaſonable help it will be an additional 
kindneſs if you will be at the trouble to ſpecify 
in what manner it is to be applied, and 1 ſhall 
be very punctual in every reſpe& agreeable to 
your order and direction, and ſend your charity 
by the firſt ſhip to Mr. Boltzins at Ebenezer, 
and I am well aſſured that the adminiſtration of 
this ſervice not only will fupply the want of the 
faints (and I hope many of them really are 
ſuch). but will be abundant alſo by many 
thankſgivings to God, and by their prayers for 
you, good Sir, and all their benefactors. May 
the Lord give us grace to'do whatever is pleaſ- 
ing to him! I remain with fincere eſteem, 
Revi/ Sit, i | 
Your molt obliged humble Servant, 
And Brother in the Lord, 
Faro, Micn, ZIEGENHAGEN« 
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LETTER NIV. 
From tl Rev. Mr. Joſeph Standen. 


Dean FRM Newbury, May 26, 1721, 


. I nave more thanks to offer than a man of 
your generous ſpirit will be perſuaded to receive 


for all the favours. you have been pleaſed to 


confer on me, than whom none can more value 


them, though few can leſs deſerve them. I 


know an hearty acknowledgment and continual 
gratitude (which I am ſure I cannot be without) 
is a better return than a multitude of words. I 
am very particularly obliged to you, Sir, for 
your laft invaluable preſent. May that excel- 
lent book * (through the Divine bleſſing): an- 
ſwer the deſign. of the author, and the end 
which the ſeveral ſubjects ſo naturally lead to 
that profane and unthinking men may no long- 
er make a jeſt of their own reaſon, while they 
banter the inward teſtimony which an improved 


Chriſtian has for the truth of his religion; that 


mankind may more value. thoſe noble faculties 
by which they are diſtinguiſhed from the brutes, 
and that ſupernatural grace by which alone at 


laſt they can be diſtinguiſhed from the devils; 


that they may ſeek help from God rather than 
creatures, and not only ſpread their ſorrows 


before the God of all conſolation, but their ſins 


before him, who can abundantly pardon ; that 


— 


— — 


5 Undoubtedly the Doctor's firſt volume of Sermons. 
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there may be fewer inſtances of perſons in 
whom man may think he ſees all the beauty of 
an angel without, while the all- ſeeing God 
knows there is the hideous deformity of a devil 
within, and that the world may be brought to 
ſo juſt and reaſonable a taſte and judgment as 
not to think that the former makes amends fot 
the latter; that the hidden life of Chriſtians 
may be their better part, and that they may 
more place their felicity in nearneſs to the 
great author of it, and may be more ambitious 


of riſing by the heavenly ſcale of Tzuz, than 


the earthly one of imaginary blefſedneſs, and ſo 
may every day grow more fit for a ſolemn ap- 
pearance before God both in this and FR other 
world! 5 

I had the happineſs to ſee your good father 
three weeks ago at Southampton; and Mrs. 
Watts, your mother, was then ſo well as to ap- 
pear abroad. I hope they will both live ſome 
years the longer being ſupported with the joy 
of having ſuch a fon. I ſaw the dear Sariſſa f 
too, whoſe temper and ſpirit I am ores you 
are pleaſed with. | 

Shall we never ſee you at Newbury? Nobody 
(hardly Sariſſa herſelf, had ſhe been in my caſe) 
could more regret your paſſing by without 
my ſnatching a look or two at you. It will (I 
confeſs) more ſhow my reſpect to Mr. Watts, if 
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I go to Southampton on purpoſe to meet him for 
an hour or two, and that I beg you'll permit 

me to do by letting me have timely notice of 

your being there, as (if I miſtake not) ſome- 

body told me you intended this ſummer. 

I have not the honour to know Sir Thomas 
and his family, but can't forbear congratulating 
them on the happineſs of your company, which 
in my opinion is a greater honour than titles 
and coronets. . 

I again beg a line from you, and pray give 
me ſome hopes that you'll admit me to an in- 
terview with you at Southampton, which will be a 
greater ſatisfaction than you imagine to, dear 


Sir, | 
Your moſt obliged Friend, 
And moſt obedient Servant, 
| J. STANDEN J. 
| | LETTER XX = 
| Wu 


; From the Rev. Mr. George Thomſon “. Wn 


10 
St. Ginnys, Jan. 17, 1736, : 1 
; Pokr, 5 LE Ic SainT, the delight, the guide, 1 
) the wonder of the virtuous world; permit, Ft 
3 | of 
7 25 EE : 5 95 » — | — © A l y 
1 t Mr. Standen was firſt miniſter among the Proteſtant {ohh 
K Diſſenters at Newbury, Berks, and afterwards conformed to 4 1. | 
the Church of England, continuing hisminiſtry at the ſame (HR 
town or in its neighbourhood. 1 
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Rev. Sir, a ſtranger nenn and likely to be 
for ever unknown to deſire one bleſſing from 
you in a private way. Tis this, that when 
you approach the Throne of Grace, and lift up 


holy hands, when you get cloſeſt to the Mercy- 


ſeat, and wreſtle mightily for the peace of 
Feruſalem, you would breathe one petition for 
my ſoul's health. In return I promiſe you a 


ſhare for life in my unworthy prayers, who ho- 


nour you as a father and a brother (though 
ä ordered) and conclude myſelf, 
Your affectionate humble Servant, 
GEOROCE THOMSON. 


P. S. If you can forgive my freedom, and 
find a few minutes leiſure to aſcertain me of 
your kind deſign to oblige, to make me happy 
direct to George Thomſon Vicar of St, Ginny's, 
near Camelford, in Cornwall, 


LET TREE 


From the Rev. Mr. James Hervey, Author of 
he Meditations among the. Tombs, &c. 


Weſton-Favell, Dec. 10, 1747. 


Rev. AND DEAR SIR, 

Pan box me if I take leave to interrupt your 
important ſtudies for the good of mankind, or 
ſuſpend for one moment your delightful com- 
munion with the bleſſed God. I cannot excuſe 
myſelf without expreſſing my gratitude for the 


preſent by your order lately tranſmitted from 
| your 
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your Bookſeller *, which TI ſhall always value 
not only for its inſtructive contents, but in a 


very peculiar manner for the ſake of the author 
and giver. . 


To tell you, e Doctor, Tr your Works 


have long been my delight and ſtudy, the fa- 
vourite pattern by which I would form my 
conduct and model my ſtyle, would be only to 
echo back in the fainteſt accents what ſounds 


in the general voice of the nation. Among 


other of your edifying compoſitions I have rea- 
ſon to thank you for your Sacred Songs, which 
I have introduced into the ſervice of my 
church; ſo that in the ſolemnities of the Sab- 
bath, and in a lecture on the week-day your 
Muſe lights up the incenſe of our praiſe, and 
furniſhes our devotions with harmony. 

Our excellent friend Dr. Doddridge informs 
me of the infirm condition of your health, for 
which reaſon I humbly beſeech the Father of 
{pirits, and the God of our life to renew your 
ſtrength as the eagle's, and to recruit a lamp 
that has ſhone with diſtinguiſhed luſtre in his 
ſanctuary ; or, if this may not conſiſt with 
the counſels of unerring wiſdom, to make all 
your bed in your languiſhing, ſoftly to untie 


the cords of animal exiſtence, and enable your 


diſlodging ſoul to paſs e through 
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the valley of death leaning on your beloved 
Jeſus, and * in the greatneſs of his ſal- 


vation. 
You have a multitude of names to i on 


your breaſt, and mention with your lips, when 
you approach the Throne of grace in the bene- 
ficent exerciſe of interceſſion, but none I am 
ſure has more need of ſuch an intereſt in your 
ſupplications, none I believe can more highly 
eſteem it, or more earneſtly deſire it than, dear 

Sir, 
Your W and affectionate humble Servant, 
JAMEs HERVEY, 


L E TT ER LI. 
s Mr. Iſaac Greenwood, New- eien. 


Harvard College, _ Fx; 1728. 


Rev. Sin, 


Youss of the 10th of May laſt I received 
this week together with the generous preſent of 
the ſecond edition of your Afronomy and Geogra- 
phy ; and your Prayer-book for the aſſiſtance of 
children, It is an undeſerved honour you do me 
in your correſpondence, and I acknowledge 
myſelf under the ſtrongeſt obligations of grati- 
tude and all poſſible returns. Thoſe I have 
ſhown your Prayer-book . to are very well 
pleaſed with the deſign, and performance; and 
ſome have told me that, were it not-that we are 


ſuſpicious of novelties, they would encourage 
the 
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the reprinting of it among us. Your Aftronomy 


and Geography is highly worthy the eſteem our 
ſtudents have of it, and if there are enough in 
the country to be purchaſed I propoſe this fall 
to make it their vade mecum in thoſe ſtudies. 
Could I obtain treatiſes on all the mathema- 


tical ſciences which are proper for the education 


of divines written with ſuch a freedom and eaſe 
of expreſſion, as well as perſpicuity of-thought, 
it would exceedingly facilitate the buſineſs of 
profeſſing the Mathematics *, &c. 

It is our moſt hearty prayer that God would 
confirm your health ſtill more and more, and 
give you an opportunity to go on as you have 
ſo excellently done in your Logic, Geography, 
and Aſtronomy, to ſhew us what ſtudies you pur- 
ſued and in what method in order to arrive at 
that perfection we admire in your theological tracis. 


I have ſent you incloſed a ſmall book of ſer- 


mons which were preached among us upon the 
death of his late Majeſty, and the acceſſion of 
the preſent King to the throne, which, being 
very much admired among. us, I have thought 
they might not be unacceptable to you. I am 
with the utmoſt reſpect | 
Your obliged humble Servant, 
IS AAC GREENWOOD. 


Pleaſe to preſent my bumbüe ſervice to the 
Rev. Mr. Price, your colleague. 


— — * 


be Probably Mr. eee was the Profeſſor of Mathe- 
»atics in that ſeminary of learning. 
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LET T FR Lu. 
From Mr. John Sergeant. 


N Rey, SIR, Stockbridge, Nov. 8 8, n 1745» . 


By the favour of the Rev. Dr. Colman of 
Boſton 1 was ſome months ago informed that 
by your kind and charitable interpoſition a col- 
lection of money was put into his hands to for- 
ward the deſign of a more effectual method of 
educating the Indian children, which inſtance 
of your beneficence, though late, Inow acknow- 
ledge with great Nene and thankfulneſs. 
From the too little ſucceſs of the ordinary 
means of inſtruction and cultivation the neceſ- 
ſity of ſome ſuch method appears more and 
more every day. The moſt promiſing hopes 
we have are frequently blaſted, and national 
ill habits ſtill prevail againſt all the oppoſition 
we can make, and the riſing generation to ea- 
ſily learns to tread in the wrong ſteps of thoſe 
who go before them, All their ſeeming re- 
pentance and reſolutions of amendment ate weak 
and ineffectual, and rarely ſufficient to with- 
ſtand the force of national cuſtom and too ge- 
neral example. Where idleneſs is a national 
habit, vice in every ſhape, 'tis to be feared, 
will always prevail with fatal ſucceſs. The 
grace of God can indeed overcome all oppoſi- 
tion, and without his bleſſing the beſt means 
will prove ineffectual; but yet the means are 
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to be uſed, and it is a divine obſervation, 


« Train up a child in the way he ſhould go, 
« and when he is old he will not depart from 
cc it;” and in univerſal experience it is found 


that open and ſcandalous wickedneſs will be 


predominant where national cuſtoms are not 
corrected by early diſcipline. The truth is, we 


ſeem to labour almoſt in vain, unleſs we can 


have the entire framing of their young ones in 
a well-ordered ſchool, where induſtry and a re- 
gular manner of life may, by exerciſe as well as 
inſtruction, be made habitual. Nor is it eaſy 
for thoſe who converſe only with the politer 


part of mankind to form any juſt notion of 


the degeneracy of thoſe who are brought up 
in the wild woods, and ſeem to learn their 
manners from the beaſts ey” hunt in the 
foreſts. 

As the deſign I have propoſed is diſintereſted 
in its intention I hope it appears ſo to the world, 
and that in due time that gracious Providence 
which provides for all will give it effect. Your 
kind notice of it and encouragement to it is a 
good onggn, of ſucceſs. Your former benefi- 
cenee Fm 2 been without ſome good 
effect. "Gar techiſms are taught among us, 


and have learned to ſpeak Indian. 
I long to ſee this propoſed method of educa- 


tion put intd execution. Till that is done we 
have but a dull proſpect of ſucceſs in all we ean 
do for ſo wild and wandering a people. It 


would, I believe, meet with ſome encourage- 
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ment in theſe parts, if the wars were happily 
ended. In the preſent ſituation of affairs it is 
not thought adviſeable to expend any money if 
we had enough to lay a foundation. If matters 
may be ſo prepared now that we may be ready 
to enter upon the execution of this deſign, as 
ſoon as it may be thought convenient and ſafe 
to do it, it will be a great ſatisfaction to me. 
Indeed we ſeem to gain ground ſo ſlowly in the 
preſent method that my reſolution ſometimes 
almoſt fails me, for the expence and pains of 
their converſion ſeem almoſt labour loſt. So 
ineffectual their repentance and reſolutions have 
hitherto appeared. Of ſome few indeed, I 
thank God, I hope better things. Towards 
them all it is my heart's deſire and prayer to 
God that they may be ſaved, and my conſtant 
grief that there are no more, of whom I can 
hope well; and if the method propoſed for their 
better education (if ever it be put into execu- 
tion) does not prove more effectual we muſt I 
think conclude this people to be under ſome 
ſtrange and awful curſe of heaven; but till we 


have tried all that is in the power of human 


means to do, we ought not perhaps to deſert 
them as incorrigible, If it ſhall pleaſe the 
great Saviour of the world to make me inſtru- 
mental to bring them into the fellowſhip of the 
ſaints, and to the fulneſs of the ſtature of per- 
fe& men in Chriſt I ſhall eſteem myſelf both 
honoured and happy. | 
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As your piety has already moved you to do 
ſomething for us, I hope in the midſt of yqur 
other concerns you will ſtill remember this af- 
fair, and, as you have opportunity, recommend 


it to the notice and countenance of gentlemen 


of fortune and piety. 
heartily congratulate you or the * ra- 


ther upon the recovery of your health ſo as not 
to be only able to preach, but to prepare and 
put things to the preſs; which I hope will be 
the means, by the bleſſing of God, to propa- 
gate that piety, goodneſs, and candour, which 
appear with ſo amiable a luſtre in your writ- 
ings; from which (I ſpeak it with thankfulneſs 
to God, and to you his inſtrument) I myſelf and 
many others have reaped ſo much benefit. 
When I hear of an thing of Dr. Waits's com- 
ing abroad I am impatient till I have read it: 
nor will you, I hope, account it a flattery that 
I fay with many others that I never read any 
thing of yours, without being made wiſer and 
I hope better. That candour which ſhines in 
your writings is extremely wanted in this day, 
at leaſt in this part of the world; and, though 
I compliment myſelf in ſaying it, tis what 
gives me a peculiar reliſh for your books that, 
with the ſtrongeſt ſentiments of piety to God, 
there is always joined the moſt extenſive cha- 
rity to men, and an happy freedom from the 
| bigotry of party opinions; two things I hardly 
know how to ſeparate from the notion of a truly 

2 | Chriſtian 
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_ Chriſtian temper, I earneſtly recommend my- 


| _ to eee prayers, and am with great reſpect 


Tour moſt obliged humble Servant, 
BY Joh SERGEANT, 


N. B. On the 3 of this letter of Mr. 
Sergeant find the following ſhort letter to Dr. 
Watts. 


8 1 R, 
Two or three days paſt I wrote to you. This 


I cover from Mr. Sergeant, and it breathes his 


pious ſoul, and will increaſe your eſteem of 
him, as it does mine. 
Tour affectionate Brother LEP Servant, 
BExJamin CoLMAx. 


EE T TKA LULL 
From Mr. Eliſha Williams * 
Rkv. SIR, New-Haven, May 24, 1736. 


I gave now before me yours of May 13th, 
17.35, for which, as well as the two volumes of 
ſermons 


— 


4 — 


8 This gentleman Was Rector of Tale-College at . 
Haven in Connecticut from the year 1726 to the year 1739, 


when he reſigned his office on account of his ſedentary life, 


attended with application to ſtudy, and the work of in- 
ſtruction, bringing upon him a dreadful pain in his head, 
and threatening him with the loſs of his ſight, if not even 
of his life itſelf. But when he was diſabled for ſerving his 
country in one capacity he did it in another. He went 

4 chaplain 
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fermons ſent therewith to the college, my grate- 
ful acknowledgments on my own account, as 
well as in behalf of the College Corporation, 
you might juſtly have expected before this 
time; yet, when J have informed you that my 
friend at Boſton, into whoſe hands your packet 
was put to convey it to me, happened to ſend 
it by one who left it in the country at ſome 
diſtance from Boſton, where, notwithſtanding 
all the care I coyld poſlibly take, it lay till this 
ſpring, and then was carried back to Boſton for 
conveyance hither, and but two days ago came 
to my hands, you will not, Sir, e it as 


2 . 


chaplain to a regiment font from New England 3 Cape 
Breton in the year 1745, when that important place ſur- 
rendered to the Britiſb arms. After this, when an expe- 
dition was concerted againſt Canada, and a regiment of a 
thouſand men was raiſed by his Majeſty's order for the pur- 
poſe, he was appointed by the General Aſſembly to be the 
chief Colonel, which office he accepted, and was in readi- 
neſs to have gone upon the ſervice, when orders came from 


Great Britain for diſbanding the troops deſigned for the ex- 


pedition, He came to England to ſolicit the payment of 
the regiment in Fanuaty 1749-50, and did not leave it till 
Auguſt 175 1. During this time I had a particular and inti- 
mate acquaintance with him, and ſo had that excellent 
man Dr. Doddridge, who in a letter to a friend gives this 
account concerning him. * I look upon Colonel Villiams 
e to be one of the moſt valuable men upon earth: he has 
«« joined an ardent ſenſe of religion, ſolid learning, con- 
«© ſummate prudence, great candour, and ſweetneſs of 
<< temper, and a certain nobleneſs of ſoul capable of con- 
< triving and acting the greateſt things without mg to 
he conſcious of having done them.” 
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a neglect of duty that our thanks reach you no 
ſooner. 

Though I have had fo little time to en 
on what you laid before me in yours relating to 
thoſe Philoſophical Inquiries, yet I durſt not 
omit this firſt opportunity of tranſmitting this 
to Boſton, and the rather expecting it may 
reach the hands of. Mr. Hooker, an ingenious 
and hopeful young gentleman educated at this 
college, now failing for Londen, who intends 
to do himſelf the honour of waiting on yourſelf, 
if God ſhall give him leave, and ſol hope this 
may ſafely reach you. by him. Since the theſis 
I ſent you was not — 1 venture to 
l you the laſt. 

The ſtate of religion in the nation en very 
Jamentable according to your account of it, 
and, conſidering the light and means they have, 
it is amazing, and a very ſtrong evidence of 
the dreadful depravation of human nature, and 
ſo of ſome of thoſe truths they ſo earneſtly op- 
poſe. As thoſe volumes of ſermons you were: 
pleaſed to ſend us were doubtleſs very ſeaſon- 
able where they were preached, wherein ſeve- 
ral truths were fairly cleared which had been 
ſuffering from various quarters, ſo they are in-. 
deed ſeaſonable in this country, and I cannot 
ſufficiently expreſs my thankfulneſs to God and 
to you for them on account of the youth who 
are here educated. 

Tam obliged in thankfulneſs to God to own 
that your ſermons have done great ſervice to 

: | our 
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our youth, as I hope thoſe now ſent will, which 
I purpoſe. ſhall be read in the College- ball every 
Sabbath evening, as yours and ſome others have 
been, that they may be made the more exten 
ſively beneficial. 

J ſometime ſince informed you I hoped your 
Catecbiſms for youth would have an impreſſion 14 
in this country, and ſhould when accompliſhed 1 
have offered one to your acceptance had there = 
not been the miſtake of copying after the firſti 
edition inſtead of your corrected one, which I 
truſt will be mended when ir receives a ſecond. 
edition which I wiſh for—and my father (who 
wrote the preface to it) lately telling me Mr. .-- 
S. Mather of Boſton had acquainted him he had it! 4 
ſent you one of them, I thought it not amiſs to ih 

inform you how the miſtake came. The mi- 
niſters in that county of Hampſhire devolved the 
care of printing it on one of their number who 
told me he had your corrected edition, I having 
ſeaſonably obſerved to him the neceſſity of put- 
ting ſuch an one into the printer's hands, and 
that if he had not one I would furniſh him, and 
upon his telling me ſo I took no further care of 
the matter till it was too late to help his miſ⸗ 
take. 

Since the advancement of Chriſt's kingdom 
is always your rejoicing it will not be diſagree- 
able to you if I ſhould acquaint you that there 

has been a remarkable revival of religion in 

ſeveral parts of this country, in ten pariſhes in 
the county of Hampſhire, in the Maſſachuſets 
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province where it firſt began a little more than 


* | a year ſince, and in near 20 pariſhes of this 
4 colony. It has not been equal in them all, 
| though in all the Spirit of God has appeared 
by remarkably poured out on many old profeſſors, 
i" 3 5 but eſpecially on the riſing generation. In 
il ſeveral towns it was very general, and a ſerious 
780 


= thorough concern was ftirred up in them to 
” | make a buſineſs of religion ſo as to ſpeak the 
ſpecial hand of God therein. I will only in- 
ſtance in one town, Hatfield. There appeared 
a great concern upon the minds of many in one 
part of the town at once. Children from 10 
to 12 years of age of their own accord (and 
without the knowledge of elder people) aſſem- 
bled to read and pray by themſelves, while 
others who were elder did the like (though in 
this practice the children were firſt), The other 
part of the town obſerved this, and rather 
wondered what had happened to them than 
thought of any ſuch thing themſelves, and the 
looſer among them ridiculed it, but in a few 
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| days they were awakened themſelves, and the 
A concern became ſo general that it ſeemed al- 
a: moſt the univerſal cry (among the unconverted) 
. what they ſhould do to be ſaved, ſo that they 
applied to their miniſter in numbers every day 


from morning till night with their difficulties 
1 for "I direction and help. The ifſue has been 
bi that many are happily converted, ſome chil- 
dren under ten years of age, many of whom 
ſurpriſe us with their piety and underſtanding 
| in 


—— 
3 
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in religion. There is an univerſal reformation 
of manners, there are frequent meetings for 
reading and praying kept up in ſeveral parts 
of the towns, the moſt engaged attention on 
the miniſtry, and the converſation of people 


is much turned from worldly concerns to thoſe 


of a religious nature, and their religion ſeems 
to be a real living principle within them. 
After this manner has the work been, and is 
ſtill going on in ſome places. This mercy 
has alſo reached ſome of the Indians, eſpecially 
a tribe of them, to whom Mr. Sergeant, lately 
a tutor at this college, a learned pious man, 
has gone, and entirely devoted himſelf to ſerve 
the intereſt of Chriſt among them, and ſince 
laſt OFober has baptiſed fifty infants and 
adults, of whom he ſays he has reaſon to hope 
they will live worthy the profeſſion they 
have made, that they ſeem ſurpriſed at the 
change they feel in themſelves, and compare 
their former ſtate of heatheniſm to a dream, 
and their chriſtianity to their being awake ; 
their heatheniſm to the darkneſs of the night, 
their chriſtianity to the brightneſs of the day: 
theſe and ſuch like metaphors they uſed to 
expreſs the difference between their former 
and preſent ſtate. Would to God this bleſs- 
ing might be extended not only through our 
land and nation but the whole world! 

We have juſt received the unwelcome news 
that the parkament has rejected the application 
of the Proteſiant Diſſenters to have the Cor- 
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poration and Teſt Alis repealed. I had hoped 
by this time that the juft notions ' of liberty 
had ſo far prevailed in the nation as to have 
delivered as good ſubjects as any the king has 


from a part at leaſt of that perſecution they 


had long felt. Are the adverſaries of truth 
and liberty ſtill ſo ſtrong as to . e any 
further attempt? 

Forgive all the trouble of this tedious letter, 
* be pleaſed to accept of our ſincere and 
affectionate regards, and of the humble duty 
of our tutors and Mr. Hubbard, and allow me 
to ſubſcribe myſelf, reverend Sir, | 

Your moſt obliged and 
Very humble Servant, 
ELISHA WILLIAMS, 


LATTER. 
From Z. Boylſton, M. D. 
Rev. Srx, Boſton, N. E. Aug. 12, 1732. 


TRE repeated and undeſerved favours you 
have done me have laid me under ſuch obli- 
gations as I am at preſent unable to diſcharge: 
and my long ſilence ſavours ſo much of in- 
gratitude that had I not a long indiſpoſition of 
body, viz. a convullive aſthma which has 


torn me down for five or ſix years paſt, to 


have pleaded for me, I muſt have been with- 
out excuſe. | 
I thankfully accept the preſent” os your ex- 


traordinary performances, viz, fourteen ſer- 
mons 
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mons on various ſubjects, that on King 
George's death, your four catechiſms, and an 
humble attempt to revive religion, Sc. All 
which, and indeed every piece which drops 
from your golden pen, meet a joyful accept- 
ance in general from thoſe who ſee them here 


in New England as well as thoſe at home. 


May your ſhining gifts and graces be increaſ- 
ed, your very . valuable uſeful life and health 
be preſerved, and your pious endeavours” be 
more and more ſucceſsful in the work of the 
Lord to which you are called! 

Your concern to find out the donor of an 


handful of cranberries ſent you ſome years paſt, 


and the repeated acknowledgment of ſo ſmall 
a preſent ſurpriſes me, conſidering your public 


and extraordinary labour 1n ſtudying, preach- 


ing, writing, converſing, viſiting, Sc. in your 
weak ſtate of health. That you ſhould regard 
ſuch a trifle, or the unworthy giver 1s but 
agreeable to your uncommon goodneſs and 
gratitude to all. 


I am ſorry I cannot at preſent inform you of 


the ſucceſs of our later practice of inoculating 
the ſmall-pox. Although our phyſicians ge- 
nerally came into it, at; a time when they 
found it their intereſt ſo to do, yet they have 
declined giving the public an account, not- 
withſtanding they ſucceeded well therein. 
However, if it may pleaſe God to reſtore my 
health, I intend to collect their number and 
ſucceſs, with my own, which will amount to 

G g hundreds, 
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hundreds, and give them the public, r 
it may be thought too late. 

The bearer, Mr. Joſeph Baxter, is a young 
gentleman of ſo much worth as will in my 
opinion recommend him to all. He has be- 
haved ſo well here that we hope he may at 
leaſt meet with the common civilities abroad. 
He was deſigned for the pulpit, and preached 
ſome years, but, the organs of ſpeech in him 
proving weak, and his voice low, about a year 
paſt he altered his profeſſion, and became a | 
pupil to me, and has been induſtrious and made 
a conſiderable progreſs in the practice of phyſi c 
and ſurgery, and now comes to London to in- 
form himſelf further in the cure of difeaſes in 
order to ſerve his country better at his return. 
I am, reverend Sir, 

Your moſt humble 


Ard moſt obliged Servant, 
La. 17 


| q 
L. EY, 
From Mr. Theophilus Rowe “. 


Rev. Sis, Hampſtead, Sept. 22, 1739. 


I am perſuaded I need not excuſe my giving 
you an account of a good undertaking now on 
foot, ſince the relation of a deſign to Fromuve 


1 


* 


* Mr. T heophilus Roawe, the ae of Mrs, W's works, 
and the writer of her life. He was brother to Mr. Thomas 


Rowe, Mrs, Rowe's huſband, 


hs 


practical 
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practical religion (if you have not already 
heard of it) muſt neceſſarily yield very ſincere 
pleaſure to ſo pious and benevolent a mind as 
yours. Mr. Jillard of Taviſtock, Devon, has 
ſet up a kind of charity-ſchool in that place, 
the occaſion of which he thus repreſents. 
cc This being a town of trade here has 
ce been and is a multitude of poor. Parents 
ce of the laſt age were many of them negligent 
« as to bringing up their children to read. 
«© They are better in this. However ſome with- 
© out difficulty cannot, and others will not 
ce pay for their ſchooling. I have ſet on 
© foot a defign of making this eaſy to them, 
* engaging them to ſend their children to 
te Ome place of public worſhip (in which 
© they are egregiouſly defective), and to 
et make it more extenſively uſeful I have pro- 
« poſed to ſend them to Mr. Sandercock's 
et daughter to learn. Several of my people 
e approve of the thing, I wiſh I could add 
cc contribute too; herein they are too back- 
© ward. Could I be ſo happy as to have a 
te little encouragement, with the proſpect of 
c ſome Bibles to carry on the deſign, I hope 
ce jt would ſtimulate ſome of my people. A 
te ſmall company of children I have, provid- 
ce ing the New London Method of Teaching, Fane- 
ce mays Token for Children, and Dr. Watts's Songs, 
«© as the introduction to the Bible, and pro- 
«© mifing each of them a Bible when they are 
ce able to read it, or leave the ſchool. Could 
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I do more I hope I would; but I am almoſt 
* alone in this. Dr. Walts's Songs for Chil- 
«© dren are univerſally reliſned both among the 
«© people of the church and meeting; and, as 
ce this charity is not confined, if any gentle- 
© man would be ſo good as to ſend me ſome 
ce of them I hope he would never repent it, 
« and God would reward him. I would only 
« add this is a very populous, but a very 
« wicked town. The children are very pro- 
e fane. We have no government; and I 
«© would hope the ſanctions of Chriſt's laws 
© might have an influence now and hereafter, 
« Whoever laments the wickedneſs of the age 
© would look with an eye of IO pity and 
« compaſſion on this town.“ 

In a letter written about half a year 0 
the former he gives this further account of 
his progreſs in his deſign. 

« I bleſs the glorious name of God 1 have 
cc now a wheel of twenty children, My 
cc aſſiſtants promiſe me only for one year, 
ce however at the end of it I hope to have it 
ce repeated. Moſt of the parents belong to 
ce the eſtabliſhed church, who are only deſired 
ce to carry their children to public worſhip, 
« chuſing what mode they pleaſe. They are 
cc very willing I ſhould talk to the children 
© on the common principles of religion, 
« and, thanks to Almighty God, I have hope 
cc of ſome good ſucceſs. The Lord's day is 
< not ſo moch profaned I truſt. Religious 
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worſhip is more frequented, — The parents 


own their children are more obedient to 


them, and cautious of their words. I have 
met with ſurpriſing ignorance even as to the 
firſt principles of religion; but the children 
are willing to know better, and readily come 
to my houſe. They have an eye over one 


another, and the miſtreſs I-apprehend does 


her part very faithfully. I have great diſ- 
couragements within myſelf, and nothing 
but a divine power and divine motives can 
ſtrengthen my reſolutions. Vice bears ſuch 
an head here, no place I imagine more 
corrupt, The poor very numerous and 
wicked, and the rich far from being ex- 
emplary chriſtians. But why ſhould not 
theſe things prompt me on? They ſhould 
I acknowledge, and, through concurring 
aſſiſtance from heaven, I hope they will. 
Parents who are: high-church allow me the 
liberty of inſtructing their children, and the 
good influence may be conveyed to ages 
yet unborn. God grant it! Had I an an- 
nuity, nothing ſhould in my preſent thoughts 
prevent it. But God is all- ſufficient. This 
cauſe ſeems to be entirely his, and I would 
not deſpair,” 

In another letter written about two months 


ſtances convince me that an infinitely wiſe 
and good Providence brought and continues 
me here. I may do good to ſome, I 
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ec believe I ſhall. I pleaſe myſelf that my ſub- 
ce ſcriptions will be increaſed this following 
« year. Bibles and ſeveral of Dr. Watts's 
ce pieces have been ſent, which have 1 hope 
« been uſeful. Dr. Wattss Songs are uni- 
cc verſally acceptable: all the church people 
« conſent to their children's learning them, 
« and his firſt ſet of Catechiſms. We have a 
* multitude of poor people in this town, being 
ce the center of certain low trades, and I have 
« reaſon to fear many families have ſcarce a 
« Bible. If a few low-priced Bibles can be 


<< procured ]-ſhall be exceeding thankful.” 


Thus far I have capied My. Jillard, one 
with whom I am unacquainted, but have ſuf- 
ficient grounds to believe him to be a perſon of 
uncommon worth and piety, and of ſo benevo- 
lent a diſpoſition that it occaſioned the loſs of 


his whole fortune, which he lent to ſome of his 


own and his wife's relations. He has loſt m 
my late dear brother a friend who was able 
and ' zealous to ſerve him, and I know not 
whether he is ſo happy as to have any other 


miniſter in town for his patron. So that J will 


take the liberty to add that if at the time of 
new impreſſions of your excellent books for 
the inſtruction of youth you reſerve any of 
them, and are willing to oblige him with the 
preſent of a few, or can influence any of your 
numerous friends to allow Mr. Jillard a ſhare 
in their charity, or aſſiſt him in his deſign, 
1 think it would be an action worthy of your- 
| 3 ſet, 
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ſelf, and pleaſing to God: but of this you are the 
beſt judge. It may be fit for you to chuſe an 
object of your beneficence whom you know to 
be more, or at leaſt equally deſerving. How- 
ever it ſeemed to be my duty to mention a 
caſe I thought ſo worthy of regard. 
Whether the bleſſing be deny'd or giv'n, 
Thus far was right; the reſt is left to heav'n. 
| POPE. 
I am, Sir, 
Your moſt obedient 
And moſt humble Servant, 

TRE. Rows. 
My fiſter and nephew preſent their moſt 
humble ſervice. Mine with due thanks at- 

tends Dr. Colman. 5 
I forgot to ſay that, though Mr. Jillard's 
falary from his people is not ſo ſmall. as that 
of ſeveral other miniſters in the country, yet 
the largeneſs of his family may make him 
equally ſtand in need of relief. | 


LETTER LVI*. 


From the ſame. 


Rev. SIR, | 
As my nephew, who according to your 
permiſſion gave Mr. Fillard an account of your 


— — 


This letter is not dated, but the Doctor has put upon 
the back of it January 1740. 
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ſentiments on the ſubje of the ediciricn of 
children, received yeſterday an anſwer from 
him, I thought it might not be improper to 
ſend you the! following tranſcript of Part of his 
letter. 

«© J am much obliged to the Doctor for what 
ce he has been Nes to ſend me, and his 
« good advice. And to ſay all the truth I 
« began with a ſpelling-book, viz. the Lon- 
« don new Method, &c. but, conſidering my 
« circumſtances and family, I could not well 
« go on with the purchaſe. Gladly therefore 
ce I took thoſe treatiſes of Dr. Watts which were 
c providentially ſent me, and put the chil- 
“ dren upon reading them, and ſo learning 
« them in the place of the Spelhyg-book. I 
« own all the Doctor faith, but what ſhall I 
« do who am concerned with people who are 
ce ignorant, wicked, and bigotted to old 
« cuſtoms? The Bible is given to the ſcho- 
c Jars when they leave the ſchool, and before 
« this what books I can get for them, ſo that 
e a Teſtament would be exceeding welcome 
« to learn to read by, and I own abundantly 
ce ſufficient for ſalvation. But how ſhall I 
. © overcome the prejudices of education as to 
« this? Beſides the Bible is not only read at 
e home, but carried to the church for the 
ce texts and proofs. What need you will 
« fay for ſo many Bibles? Why, really, I 
ce ſeem obliged to ſatisfy my friends, in what, 
*© I hope, they will not r of. Love 
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to God and man is the ſum of religion ſo 


that I endeavour to know the poor families 
of the town, who have not a Bible in the 
houſe, or certain children who appear well 
diſpoſed; or to make them ſo, and encou- 
rage their parents to continue them till they 
can read I promiſe à Bible when capable 
of it. Alſo apprentices who come in my 
way I examine, and to encourage their pains 
to learn, and their maſters care to teach, 
I make the like promiſe. And having 


young companies, who come alternately 


every week to my houſe I endeavour to 
make my diſcourſes from the ſcripture more 
acceptable by giving now and then a Bible. 
Theſe beſides the children at ſchool. I hope 
you will not conſtrue this as vanity (of 
which 'tis my grief I have ſo much), but I 
had never mentioned this ſurely without 
ſuch a reaſon for it. With an aking heart 
I look over this town, where there 1s a large 
number of people but no government; 


and, as they carry it with unexpected and 


undeſerved civility to me, it appears an 
incumbent duty to try whether I may not 
be able, through the divine bleſſing, to do 


good. The work is much upon my heart, 


and I would adore that over-ruling hand 
which appears ſo evident in certain remark- 
able circumſtances, and encourages my 
hope of increaſing ſucceſs. Dr. Wettiss 


divine Songs are exceeding acceptable to all. 
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« J have begun in the country as well as 
cc town-ſchools with them, and every where 
ce they take both with parents and children, 
c J would attempt further, and deſign that 
© not one ſchool in theſe parts but what 
ce ſhould be tried, could I leave a few in it. 
ce Pleaſe to preſent my moſt humble and hearty 
« ſervice to all who give the leaſt encourage- 
ce ment to my weak, but I truſt honeſt en- 
« deavours to diffuſe the practical knowledge 
« of the only living and true God, and of 
« his Son whom he hath ſent, and that moſt 
tc excellent religion Chriſt hath taught us. 
«© My moſt humble ſervice to Dr. Watts, and 
te hearty thanks for paſt favours, the preſent 
« proſpect, and his good advice.“ | | 
I doubt not but your gentle diſpoſition will 

_ ealily forgive the inaccuraty of language in 
what I have here copied from a letter written 
in careleſs haſte to a young friend without the 
leaſt thought that it would be ſeen by a gentle- 
man of your great reputation for learning and 
judgment. The ſtrain of unaffected piety 
which appears in every letter Mr. Jillard writes 
to his friends ought I think to charm one be- 
yond all the wit and elegance in the world, 
and that eminent benevolence, which, even 
oppreſſed with poverty. and affliction, could 
exert itſelf in forming excellent deſigns for pro- 
moting practical Chriſtianity, will ſufficiently 
endear him to all who have that intereſt at 
heart. However obſcure and unnoticed he 
| may 
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may be in the preſent world, as God has (1 
truſt) choſen him to be an inſtrument of turn- 
ing many to righteouſneſs, without all doubt 
in the life to come he will, with a diſtinguiſhed 
luſtre, ſhine as the ſtars for ever and ever. 

I could not write to you without expreſſing 
my juſt ſenſe of your goodneſs in intereſting 
yourſelf with ſo generous a zeal in favour of 
the ſubſcription to Mr. Grove's works. Indeed 
to ſerve the orphans of a learned and good man, 
whom you honoured with your friendthip, who 
are unhappily left to ſtruggle with the neceſſi- 
ties of a narrow fortune, 1s a very beneficent 
action, worthy of yourſelf. = _ 

Be pleaſed to accept the compliments of the 
ſeaſon with my ſincereſt withes that you may 
enjoy a long and vegete old age, crowned with 
all happineſs, and increaſing opportunities of 
doing good. I am, Sir, £ 
Four moſt humble and obedient Servant, 

TRE. Rowe, 


My ſiſter and nephew preſent their beſt wiſhes 
and moſt humble ſervice, 
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LET; FER . 


From Mr. Robert Porter, afterwards a Phyſician 
in London. 

5 Oct. 29, 1726. 

WREN I took my leave of you in England 1 
had no ſmall honour done me in being deſired 
to write to Mr. Watts. 

I have ſeen but very little of Holland, and 
conſequently am capable of giving but a very 
little account of the country, and indeed there 
are not a great number of things obſervable in 
the provinces. I was much pleaſed at Delft 
with the magnificent tomb of William Maurice 
Prince of Orange, which really is no common 
monument: this I think Miſſon has given an 
account of. What they have erected for Van 
Trompe has likewiſe in it a great deal of pro- 
priety to the ſubject of it. 'I cannot help taking 
notice here of the abſurdity of Sir Cloudeſy 
Shovel's in Weſtminſter- Abbey, who is figured in 
an eaſy careleſs poſture like a beau, "whetzas 
Trompe on the contrary lies with his head upon 
a cannon. The Sad-houſe at Delft has written 


over the door, 


* Hæc domus amat, punit, conſervat, honorat, 
© Nequitiem, pacem, ſcelera, jura, probos “. 


— — — 


* This houſe hates vice, loves peace, ſwift Vengeance flings 
Impartial upon malefactors heads, 
To laws inſulted timely ſuccour brings, 
And glory round the brows of virtue ſheds. 


As 
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As ſoon as you enter there hangs depending 


from the ceiling a tub without a bottom, de- 
creaſing gradually to the top which is likewiſe 
open. This is put over perſons who have com- 
mitted crimes, and with this (their heads ap- 
pearing out above) they are condemned to 
walk along the ſtreets. Ar Haerlem 1 ſaw the 
books which the citizens ſay were firſt printed, 
and according to them (for Mentz is a rival in 
this point) Cofterus, their townſman, firſt in- 
vented this art. The houſe where he lived is 
now little better than a petty ſtationer's. The 
college of phyſicians have erected a ſtatue 
(ſuch as it is) to his memory in their phyſic- 
garden, and behind upon the pedeſtal are theſe 
lines, "A. 


Caſterus clara redimitus tempora lauro 
Quiſquis ades, quare conſpiciatur, habe. 

Hæc propria heroum fuit olim gloria, quorum 
Vel geſtis celebris vita vel arte fuit. 

Invento qui geſta ſuo, ſervavit, et artes, 
Quis neget hunc tantum bis meruiſſe Deus“? 


* See Cofter here with laurels deck'd : 
Aſk you the cauſe of ſuch reſpect? 
If thus of old their heads were crown'd, 
For bold heroic deeds renown'd, 
Or theirs who with ſuperior mind 
Diſclos'd ſome art to bleſs mankind, 


What pow'r divine but will beſtow 
A double wreath to grace his brow, 


Whoſe wond'rous {kill to deeds and arts 
Eternity of fame imparts ? 


This 
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This good precaution the States of Holland 
have that every night a watch is placed upon 
the church or Stadbouſe that he may thus over- 
look the town, and diſcover any fire that might 
break out, and as a proof of his watching he is 
obliged to ſound a trumpet every hour. At 
ſome diſtance from Leyden is a very neat peſt- 
houſe kept in that order to be ready at an hour 
or two's warning, if any ſuch calamity ſhould 
happen. Dr. Boerbaave has a very diſtin& way 
of teaching, but has not an equal gaiety in his 


dreſs with an Exgliſb phyſician, He was firſt 


deſigned for the miniftry, and has a brother of 
that profeſſion, who was on the contrary de- 
ſigned for phyſic; this gentleman has an impe- 
diment in his ſpeech and the people don't 
greatly admire him, but the Doctor conſtantly, 


when his brother preaches in the town, goes 


to hear him. "Theſe trifling remarks, Sir, can 
give you but ſmall entertainment. I with I 
could have the honour to afford you more in 
the remaining part of this letter, 

I wonder amidit all the ſtudies which em- 


5 ploy our thoughts we take not more notice of 


thoſe miracles which preſent themſelves to our 
view in the lower rank of creation. Were 
theſe attended to they would prodigiouſly en- 
large our minds, and give us far more ex- 
alted ideas of the Supreme Being. Perhaps it 
might almoſt puzzle Mr. Derham were the 
queſtion aſked whether his quadrant-or micro- 
1 whether a ſtar or an inſect has given him 

greater 
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greater ſurpriſe or ſatisfaction? But man ſtalks 
heedleſs and thoughtleſs along amidſt a world 
of beings which ſurround him on every fide, 
and becauſe they occur frequently to his fight 
he takes'no regard of them. If I might be al- 
lowed; Sir, the preſumption of preſenting you 
what I have frequently thought on this ſubject 
I would ſay we may as rationally find footſteps 
of Divinity in the moſt abject reptile upon the 
ground as 1n the ſun himſelf. How wonderful 
muſt be the contrivance in the legs of a Scolo- 
prendra ! How inexpreflibly curious muſt be 
the ſtructure of thoſe muſcles which move its 
unnumbered joints! Or to carry this {till far- 
ther, how. amazingly ſmall muſt. the nerves be 
which © convey the ſpirits to actuate thoſe muſ- 
cles in ſuch a regular ſucceſſion! And Tqueſtion 
not but the limbs of every inſect are compaſed 
of ſuch conſtituent parts adapted to the nature 
of the creature, as anſwer to the connexion of 
the bones in the human body, attended with all 
the ſupplement of cartilages or epiphyſes. All 
animals as they fall below each other in the 
ſcale of exiſtence have their organs ſuitably 
prepared, nor is there more wiſdom, no nor 
power evidenced in the formation of an ele- 
phant than A an Ichneumon . 


** An inſect of a very anal and long body, very 
ſmooth, and of a yellowiſh or reddiſn colour, furniſhed with 
a vaſt number of legs, and having a clefted tail. 

+ A particular kind of fly bred in the bodies of cater- 


lars. 
25 It 
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It may not be unpleaſing to reflect a Jing on 
the perceptions with which animals ſeem fur- 
niſhed. And I am apt to think a pile of build- 

ing to ſome may appear a level plain; nor can 
J yet find ſufficient reaſon for the , contrary. 
There is no difference in their velocity in aſ- 
cending a brick-wall, or traverſing the flat 
ſurface of the ground, and they will mount or 
run down a Se height with equal 
ſwiftneſs, intrepidity, and unconcern. 

i As to the degree of their ſenſe of pain, it 


„ ſeems plain from what I have ſaid concerning 
bh the formation of their parts, and Shakeſpear ſure 
4 is in the right when he ſays, 

Toa ——— The beetle that we tread upon 

$1 In corporal ſufferance finds a pang as rent 

"1142 

ig As when a giant dies. 

0 However I think it barbarous to take away 
{4 the life of any animal (but what we are neceſ- 


8 
2 
. 


ſitated to) and that from an oſtentation of the 
ſuperiority of human power, eſpecially conſi- 
dering the ſhort duration of time they enjoy 
among us is the whole of their life, and that 
they have no future exiſtence. Mr. Locke J 
remember in his Treatiſe of education adviſes 
parents to let their children have as many birds, 
ſquirre!s, &c. as they will, for he thinks the 
care they take of them will give a tincture of 
humanity to their minds. And by the way 
Leonardo da Vinci, the famous Florentine painter, 


could not bear to ſee a bird even confined in a 
cage, 
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cage, and, as he walked along the ſtreets, would 


purchaſe them, and ſet them at liberty. 

It is obſervable that the Supreme Being has 
given them ſuch perceptions as are ſuited to the 
functions of their lives, and the different places 
of their reſidence. A bee is in its element 
while hovering over a parterre, and a charnel 
houſe is the pafadiſe of a toad. To ſome the 
moſt loathſome ſtench is a perfume, and others 
nauſeate the moſt grateful odour; tis the hap- 
pineſs of theſe to lie baſking in the noon- day 
ſun, of thoſe to hug themſelves in duſt and 
obſcurity. 

The moſt trivial thing in nature may enter- 


tain a ſpeculative mind with many an agreeable 


meditation. What wonderful art appears in a 
bird's neſt? How contemptible is the very 


mention of it, and yet what great ſagacity ap- 


pears in its make ? Not only every ſpecies 
compoſes them of different materials, and in 2 
peculiar plan, but each conſtantly preſents the 
ſame form, and invariably keeps to one model. 
Mr. Addiſon. has obſerved this before me, but 
there are two other conſiderations which fall 
under this head that gentleman has not noticed. 
One is the ſtrength and firmneſs with which 
thoſe little buildings (if I may ſo call them) 
are made. A piece of architecture founded on 
a rock is not more ſecure than the baſis of a 
bird's neſt, which is ſo intricately interwoyen 
with the branches of a tree. An oak may be 
riven with lightning ar torn up * an hurri- 
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cane before the ſtorm l be ae to diſlodge 
the neſt, | 

The Kher . is, they, whoſe 
young can bear the ſeverity of the cold, or 
where they would periſh by being expoſed to 
the ſeverity of the weather, accordingly provide 
for their offspring. A crow brings up its little 
family upon the ſummit of an elm, while a 
iparrow nurſes her tender progeny within the 
cloſe receſs of an houſe- ridge. 

The organs of ſight in ſome can endure and 
take delight in the effulgence of the ſun, and 
others cannot bear the light; therefore a lark 
never builds in a barn, nor an owl in a corn- 
Is it; not remarkable, that among all inſects 
the bee and the piſmire-ſhould be ſo regardful 
of futurity, and ſhew ſuch indefatigable induſ- 
try tn laying up their winter's proviſion? And 
x the entrance of an hive is guarded by proper 
eecntinels to prevent a foreigner's admiſſion to 
the community, could we diſcover the paſſage to 
the ſubterraneous kingdom of ants,: poſſibly we 
might find the like policy uſed by them, and 
the fame outguards poſted before their ſepa- 
rate ſtates. Thoſe animals, whoſe life is 
determined to a ſhort period, diſcover none 
of this care, for in them it would not only be 
uſeleſs but burdenſome. Or as Mr. Cowley 


expreſſes it, 


Wiſely 


Wiſely the ant againſt poor winter hoards | 
The ſtock, which ſummer's wealth affords; 


In graſsboppers, that muſt at autumn die, 
How vain were ſuch an induftry ? 


The Supreme Being has cliected an infinite 
desselben towards every individual of his 
creatures, and has made the lives of all eafy 
and pleaſant to themſelves. - In thoſe which 
amphibiouſly ſearch their food by land and 
water, how mult it have obſtrutted their flight, 
if that element had adhered to the feathers 
of water-fow]? Where the neceſſity of their 
lives confines them to places which mutt other 
wiſe have been deſtructive to them how has 
their Maker ſufficiently guarded them from 
thoſe injuries? * God, ſays Bozrhaave, leſt 
ce fiſhes ſhould be affected by the falt water 
« which ſurfounds them; has placed innume- 
ce rable glands in their ſkins which ſecrete an 
cc Oil.“ He has left no creature unguarded 
from and expoſed to the inclemency of the 
weather, but each carries with itſelf a ſufficient 
ſhelter from the cold. Nay this; in thoſe of 
the ſame ſpecies, is proportioned according to 
the difference of the climate they inhabit. The 
ſkin of hares is remarkably thicker in the 
northern than the ſouthern parts of Enpliand. 

I think this moral, Sir, may naturally be 
drawn from what I have mentioned: If the 
Supreme Being has ſhown ſuch extenſive bene- 
volence towards this inferior rank of his crea- 
tion, and if he has given them all ſatisfaction 

Hah 2 and 
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and pleaſure in their own momentary life, what 
unknown and ſuperior joy muſt he have re- 
ſerved for man, whoſe exiſtence is not confined 
to time and this world, but whoſe duration he 
has deſigned ſhall meaſure with eternity? And 
on the contrary how dreadful will be the effects 
of his vengeance on thoſe incorrigible wretches 
who take no care to pleaſe him, and live, as it 
were, in defiance of his wrath, when they ſhall 
have an angred Omnipotence by which to be 


v puniſhed, and an everlaſting ſtate in which to 
1 endure thoſe puniſhments ? Theſe are but a ſmall 
77 part of his works, but the thunder of his power who 
Ag can underſtand! 

| 1 Sir, as foon as I was ſettled here I wrote to 


my mother to deſire Mr. Price at the cloſe of the 
then next ſucceeding ſacrament to offer up my 
thanks to God for my ſafe arrival here, but I 
find ſhe had anticipated me herein, and, before 
that letter came, had already ſent to him on 


6 that account. You will pleaſe, Sir, to preſent 
| my humble ſervice to him, in whoſe, and in 
11 your own prayers I beg I may be remembered, 
j and hope I ſhall ever be enabled ſo to behave 
N myſelf that through me no ſcandal ſhall fall on 
A the profeſſion I have made, or on the religion 
/Y of my Saviour. I am, Sir, 
5 Your moſt obliged | 
1 And moſt humble Servant, 
5 R. PoRTER. 
"i 
AM Sir, 


Dun. ISAAC WATTS © 


Sir, you will believe me when I ſay 1 
ſhall be glad to receive a letter from Mr. 
Watts. If you can ever find leiſure for this, 
I hope it will come ſafe to me at Mr. Jobn 


Fraſenburgb's upon the Long Bridge in Leyden, 


Holland. 


N. B. The ingenious gentleman who wrote 


the above letter was a member of the Doctor's 
church. | 
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AF PE ND La 
No I. 

A CATALOGUE of his WRITINGS. 

IN DIVINITY. 


1. QERMONS on various Subjects, Divine 
and Moral, with a Sacred Hymn ſuited 


to each Subject; deſigned for the Uſe of Chriſ- 


tian Families, as well as for the Hours of de- 
vout Retirement. 
2. A Guide to Prayer, or a free and rational 


Account of the Gift, Grace, and Spirit of 
Prayer, with plain Directions how every Chriſ- 


tian may attain them, 

3- The Chriſtian Doctrine of the Trinity, or 
Father, 'Son, and Spirit three Perſons and one 
God afferted and proved, with their divine 
Rights and Honours vindicated by plain Evi- 
dence of Scripture without the Aid or Encum- 
brance of human Schemes. 

4. Seven Diſſertations relating to the Chriſ- 
tian Doctrine of the Trinity in two Parts. 

5. Death and Heaven, or the laſt Enemy 
conquered, and ſeparate Spirits made perfect, 
Hh 4 attempted 
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attempted in two funeral Diſcourſes in Memory 
of Sir John Hartopp Baronet, and his Lady. 

6. A Defence againſt the Temptations to 
Self- murder, wherein the criminal Nature and 
Guilt of it are diſplayed ; together with ſome 
Reflections on Exceſs in ſtrong Liquors, Duel- 
ling, and other Practices akin to this heinous 
Sin. 

5 Caveat againſt ie or the Danger 
of Apoſtacy from the Chriſtian Faith; with an 
Anſwer to ſome Queries concerning the Salva- 
tion of the Heathens, and the Hope of the 
modern Deiſts upon Pretences to Sincerity. -- 

8. The Strength and Weakneſs of Human 
Reaſon, or the important Queſtion about the 
Sufficiency of Reaſon to conduct Mankind to 
Religion and future Happineſs, argued be- 
tween an Inquiring Deiſt and a Chriſtian Di- 
vine, and the Debate compromiſed and deter- 
mined to the Satisfaction of both. 

9. An humble Attempt towards the Revival 
of practical Religion among Chriſtians, and 
particularly the Proteſtant Diſſenters, by a ſeri- 
ous Addreſs to Miniſters and wie mh in ſome 
occaſional Diſcourſes. 

10. Diſcourſes on the Love of God, and the 
Uſe and Abuſe of the Paſſions in Religion; with 
a devout Meditation annexed to each Diſ- 
courſe. 

11. The Redeemer and the Sanctifier, or hs 
Sacrifice of Chriſt, and the Operations of the 
Spirit vindicated, with a free Debate about 
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the Importance of thoſe Doctrines repreſented 
in a friendly Converſation between Perſons of 


different Sentiments. 
12. The Holineſs of Times, Places, and 


People under the Fewiſþ and Chriſtian Diſpen- 


fations conſidered and compared in ſeveral 


Diſcourſes on the Sabbath, the Temple, 


Churches, Meeting-houſes, &c. 

13. A Book of Catechiſms, complete, con- 
taining (1) A Diſcourſe of Catechiſms, how to 
write and judge of them. (2) The firſt Set of 
Catechiſms and Prayers for young Children of 
Four or Five Years of Age. (3) The ſecond 
Set of Catechiſms and Prayers for Children of 
Eight or Nine Years of Age. (4) The Aſſem- 
bly's Catechiſm with Notes for Children of 
Ten or Twelve Years of Age. (5) A Pre- 
ſervative from the Sins and Follies of Child- 


hood and Youth, written by Way of Queſtion - 


and Anſwer; to which is added a large Cata- 
logue of remarkable Scripture Names collected 
for the Uſe of Children. 

14. Prayers compoſed for the Uſe and Imi- 
tation of Children ſuited to their different Ages, 
and their various Occaſions, together with In- 


ſtructions to Youth in the Duty of Prayer, 


drawn up by way-of Queſtion and Anſwer, and 
a ſerious Addreſs to them on that Subject. 

15. A ſhort View of the whole Scripture- 
Hiſtory, - with a Continuation of the Jewiſh 
Affairs from the End of the Old Teſtament to 
the Coming of Chriſt, illuſtrated with various 
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Remarks on the Laws, Government, Sects, 
Cuſtoms, and Writings of the Jews, and 


adorned with Figures. | 


16. Humility repreſented in the Character 


of 87. Paul, the chief Springs of it opened, 


and its various Advantages diſplayed, together 
with ſome. occaſional Views 'of the contrary 
Vice. — 5 ne 

17. Self-love and Virtue reconciled only by 
Religion, or an Eſſay to prove that the only 
effectual Obligation of Mankind to practiſe 
Virtue depends on the Exiſtence and Will of 
God, together with an occaſional Proof of the 
Neceſſity of Revelation, 

18. The World to come, or Diſcourſes on 
the Joys and Sorrows of departed Souls at 
Death, and the Glory or Terror of the Reſur- 
rection, to which is prefixed an Eſſay towards 
the Proof of a ſeparate State of Souls after 
Death. . . | 

19. The Ruin and Recovery of Mankind; 
or an Attempt'to vindicate the Scriptural Ac- 
count of theſe great Events upon the plain 
Principles of Reaſon; with an Anſwer to va- 
rious Difficulties relating to original Sin, the 
univerſal Depravation of Nature, and the over- 
ſpreading Curſe of Death; general Offers of 
Grace to all Men, and the certain Salvation of 
ſome ; the Caſe of the Heathen Nations, and 
the State of dying Infants. To which are ſub- 
joined Three ſhort Eſſays, namely, the Proof 
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of Man's Fall by his Miſery; the Imputation 
of Sin and Righteouſneſs; and the Guilt and 
Defilement of Sin. 

20. The Harmony of all the Religions which 
God ever preſcribed, containing a brief Survey 
of the ſeveral public Piſpenſations of God to- 
wards Man, or his Appointment of different 
Forms of Religion in ſueceſſive Ages, humbly 
propoſed as an eaſy Clue to lead us through 
many Difficulties of the Old Teſtament, and 


the New, and particularly to explain and re- 
concile the ſeveral Parts of St. Paul's Epiſtles 


on theſe Subjects to every Capacity. 
21. Orthodoxy and Charity united in ſeveral 
reconciling Eſſays on the Law and Goſpel, 


Faith and Works, namely, Effay 1ſt, The 


Subſtance or Matter of the Goſpel. Eſſay 2d, 
The Form of the Goſpel. Eſſay 3d, The Uſe 


of the Law under the Goſpel. Effay 4th, Miſ- 


taken Ways of coming to God without Chriſt, 
Eſſay 5th, A plain and eaſy Account of Saving 
Faith, or coming to God by Jeſus Chriſt, 
Eſſay 6th, A Reconciling Thought on various 
Controverſies about Faith and Salvation. 
Eſſay 7th, Againſt Uncharitableneſs. Eſſay 
3th, The Difficulties in Scripture, and the dif- 
ferent Opinions of Chriſtians, Eſſay gth, 
An Apology for Chriſtians of different Senti- 
ments. 

21. The rational Foundation of a Chriſtian 
Church, and the Terms of Chriſtian Commu- 


nion! to which are added Three Diſcourſes, 
namely, 
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namely, A Pattern for a Diſſenting Preacher; 
the Office of Deacons; and Invitations to 
Church-fellowſhip. 

22. Uleful and important Queſtions con- 
cerning Jeſus the Son freely propoſed ; with 
an humble Attempt to anſwer them according 
to Scripture. 

23. The glory of Chriſt as God-Man diſ- 
played in Three Diſcourſes. - Diſcourſe 1ſt, A 
Survey of the viſible Appearances of Chriſt as 
God before his Incarnation, with ſome Obſer- 
vations on the Texts of the Old Teſtament 
applied to Chriſt. Diſcourſe 2d, An Inquiry 
into the extenſive Powers of the Human Na- 
ture of Chriſt in its preſent glorified State, 
with ſeveral Teſtimonies annexed. Diſcourſe. 
3d, An Argument tracing out the early Exiſt- 
ence of the Human Soul of Chriſt, even before 
the Creation of the World. With an Appen 
dix containing an Abridgment of Doctor 
Thomas Goodwin's Diſcourſe of the © Glories 
* and Royalties of Chriſt,” in his Works in 
Folio, Vol. ii. B. 3. 

24. Evangelical Diſcourſes on ſeveral Sub- 


jects; to which is added an Eſſay on the Powers 


and Conteſts of Fleſh and Spirit. 
25. A Sermon preached at Salters-hall to the 
Societies for Reformation of Manners in the 
Cities of London and Weſtminſter, October 6, 

1707. 
26. The religious Improvement of public 
Eyents, a Sermon Preached at Bg. Areet, June 
+ 18, 
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18, 1727, on Occaſion of the Death of George the 


Firſt, and the peaceful Succeſſion of George the 
Second, 

27. Several Sermons in the Bury-ſtreet Col- 
lection of Diſcourſes preached by ſeveral Mi- 
niſters. Sermon I. The Knowledge of God 
by the Light of Nature, together with the 
Uſes of it, and its Defe&ts. Sermon II. God's 
Election of a People for himſelf among Men, 


.and giving them to his Son in the Covenant 


of Redemption. Sermon III. The Excel- 


lency and Advantages of the Chriſtian Diſpen- 


ſation with the Invitations and Promiſes of the 


Goſpel. Sermon IV. The Exaltation of Chriſt 


to his Kingdom, and his ſending down the 
Holy Spirit. Sermon V. The perpetual Ob- 
ligation of the moral Law, the Evil of Sin, 
and its Deſert. of Puniſhment. Sermon VI. 


The Lord's Day, or Chriſtian Sabbath. Ser- 


mon VII. Chriſtian Baptiſm. Sermon VIII. 
Chriſtian Diligence with the Bleſſings that at- 


tend it, in Oppoſition to Sloth, Security, Back- 


ſliding, &c. Sermon IX. Chriſtian Fellow- 
ſhip, with its Duties and Advantages. 

28, Queſtions proper for Students in Di- 
vinity, Candidates of the Miniſtry, and young 
Chriſtians, to be propoſed to them by them- 
{elves or others. 

29. A ſhort Eſſay towards the Improvement 
of Pſalmody, or an Inquiry how the Pfalms of 


David ought to be tranſlated into Chriſtian 


Songs, and how lawful and neceſſary it is to 


compoſe other Hymns according to the clearer 
Revelation 
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Revelation of the Goſpel, for the Uſe of the 
Chriſtian Church, | 


IN POE TRY. 

30. Hore Lyrice ; Poems chiefly of the Ly- 
ric Kind, in three Books. Book I. Sacred to 
Devotion and Piety. Book II. Sacred to Vir- 
tue, Honour and Friendſhip. Book III. Sa- 
cred to the Memory of the Dead. 


31. The Pſalms of David imitated in tlie 
Language of the New Teſtament, and applied 
to the Chriſtian State and Worſhip. 

32. Hymns and ſpiritual Songs, in three 
Books. The firſt collected from the Scrip- 
tures. The ſecond compoſed on divine Sub- 
jects. The third prepared for the Lord's Supper. 

33. Divine Songs attempted in eafy Lan 
guage for the Uſe of Children. 


ON VARIOUS SUBJECTS. 


34. Logic, or the right Uſe of Reaſon in 
the Inquiry after Truth, with a' Variety of 
Rules to guard againſt Error in the Affairs of 
Religion and human Life as well as in the 
Sciences. : | 
36 T0E Improvement of the Mind, or 
Supplement to the Art of Logic, cen ab A 
Variety of Remarks and Rules for the Attain- 
ment and Communication of uſeful Know- 
ledge in Religion, in the Sciences, and in 
common Life. In two Parts. The firſt con- 
taining Remarks and Rules for the Attainment 
of uſeful Knowledge 3 and the ſecond —— 
an 
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and Rules for its Communication to others. 
N. B. The two Parts are in two Volumes: 

36. A Diſcourſe on the Education of Chit 
dren and Youth. | 

37. The Knowledge of the: Tie aki 
the Earth made eaſy, or the firſt Principles of 
Aſtronomy and Geography explained by the 
Uſe of the Globes and Maps; with a Solution 
of the common Problems by a plain Seale 
and Compaſſes as well as by the Globe. Writ- 
ten for the Uſe of Learners. 

38. Philoſophical Effays on various Sub- 
jects, namely, Space, Subſtance, Body, Spi- 
rit, the Operations of the Soul in Union with 
the Body, innate Ideas, perpetual Conſciouſ- 
neſs, Place and Motion of Spirits, the depart- 
ing Soul, the Reſurrection of the Body, the 


Production and Operation of Plants and Ani- 


mals, with ſome Remarks on Mr. Locke's Eſ- 
fay on the Human Underſtanding. To which 
is fubjoined a brief Scheme of Ontology, or 
the Science of Being in general with its Aﬀec- 
tions. 


39. The 1 of Reading and Writing Br 


lib; or the chief Principles and Rules of pro- 
nouncing our Mother-Tongue, with a Va- 
riety of Inſtructions for true Spelling. | 


40. The Doctrine of the Paſſions explained 


and improved; or a brief and comprehenſive 
Scheme of the natural Affections of Mankind, 
and an Account of their Names, Nature, Ap- 
pearances, Effects, and different Uſes in hu- 

| man 


man 1 to OTE. are ſubjoined-moral and 
divine Rules for the Regulation: or Govern- 


4 ment of them. 

tg 441. Reliquis Fuveniles ; Miſcellaneous . 
bl Thoughts in Proſe and Verſe on natural, mo- 
. ral and divine Subjects. Written chieny in 
1 younger Years. - 

br 42. Remnants of Time e in Proſe 
5 and Verſe, or ſhort Eſſays and bet on 
1 various Subjects. 

4 43. An Eſſay on the Eisedem of the Will 
W in God and in Creatures, and on various Sub- 
* jects connected therewith, namely, The Ideas 
bl of Liberty and Neceſſity; the - Cauſes of the 
5 Determination of the Will; the Uſe of the 
5 Underſtanding to direct, not determine it; 
9 the Liberty of God as a Creator, a Governor, 
. and a Benefactor; the Doctrine of Fatality; 
3 the Spring of moral Good and Evil, the Dif- 
3 ference. between moral and poſitive - Laws; 
aA the Sin and Fall of Man, and the free Grace 
iS of God; the Rewardableneſs of Faith in the 
i Goſpel, and the criminal Nature of Infidelity. 
x 44. An Eſſay on Civil Power in Things ſa- 
bl cred, or an Inquiry after an eſtabliſhed Reli- 
1 gion conſiſtent with the juſt Liberties of Man- 
up kind, and practicable under every Form of 


= 


civil Government. 

45. An Eſſay covands- the Encouragement 
of Charity-ſchools, particularly thoſe which 
are ſupported by Proteſtant Diſſenters for teach- 
ing the Children of the Poor to read and 


work, 
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work, together with ſome Apology for thoſe 
Schools which inſtru& them to write a plain 
Hand and fit them for Service, or for the 
meaner Trades and Labours of Life; to which 


is prefixed an Addreſs to the See of 


| thoſe Schools. 


No. It, 


A Colleaion of- Poems, lately publi ſhed ander the 
Title of 'the Doctor's Poſthumous Works, 
SHoron to have been already publ. foe, or 10 bave 
been falſely aſcribed to bim. | 


HE above catalogue contains a genuine 

account, as far as I have been able to 
collect it, of Dr. Watts's works. True it is that 
two volumes in octavo have appeared not a year 


ſince, entitled, The Poſthumous Works of the late 


Reverend and Learned Isaac Warts, D. D. ſaid 
to be compiled from papers in poſſeſſion of his 


immediate ſucceſſors, and to be adjuſted and publiſhed 


by a gentleman of the univerſity of Cambridge, 
and it may be expected in an attempt to fur- 


niſh a complete liſt of his compoſitions that 7 


ſome notice ſhould be taken of them, 

To the firſt yolume is prefixed an account of 
his life and character; next follow in great abun- 
dance what are called hymns and ſpiritual ſongs, 
filling up one hundred and eighty-five pages, 
and above fifty more are employed in what are 
ſtyled Tranſlations, that is Engliſh verfions of par- 


ticular paſſages or poems of Latin and Greek 


writers, and with theſe the volume is com- 


T4 pleted. 
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pleted. The other volume is made up of 
letters to and from the Doctor, and five ſer- 
mons aſcribed to him. In juſtice to him I 
feel myſelf conſtrained to declare to the 
world that the poems 1n the firſt volume under 
the title of Hymns and. ſpiritual Songs either 
cannot with truth be ſaid to be his poſthumous 
works, or that they are the compoſures of ſome 
other perſon. As to what pieces in the col- 
lection cannot be truly ſaid to be the DoZor's 
poſthumous works they are the firſt nine in the 
volume, which may be met with in general 
to much greater advantage in his Hymns, though 
it is granted that one of the number is taken 
word for word from them. It is obſervable 
alſo that part of two of his Hymns, one entitled 
Delight in God (B. ii. Hymn 42.) and another 
called The rich Sinner dying, (B. i. Hymn 24.) are 
| moſt abſurdly blended together, and formed 
bl | into one, though the firſt is evidently in common | 
and the ſecond in long metre, and the ſubjects of 
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8 them are the remoteſt diſtance from each other. 
Me As to the great number of other. pieces, 
ip | more than ſixty, and ſome very long ones, 
0 | printed under the title of Hymns and Spiritual 
5 Songs, I am very certain they never were com- 
A poſed by the Doctor, were it only for this in- 
5 . ternal reaſon that the marks of his ſublime, en- 
raptured Muſe are not to be found in them, and 


that they manifeſtly fall far, far below the dig- 

nity of his verſe. Even the embers of old age, 

on ſuppoſition that the poems were written by 
. him 
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him at that period of life, would ſurely have 
diſcovered ſomething of the poetic fire he once 
poſſeſſed, but where is there ſo much as one 
glimmering ſpark of it to be diſcovered? or at 
leaſt where is there a ſingle piece in the whole 
Miſcellany that can, in point of poetical merit, 
ſtand a moment's compariſon with thoſe which 
are uriqueſtionably his own? I can truly affirm 
that I have not as yet met with ſo much as 
a ſingle perſon acquainted with Dr. Watis's 
writings who has been at the leaſt difficulty in 
determining his opinion that the poems attri- 
buted to him in the late publication were never 
his compoſition, but that they muſt have ori- 
ginated from ſome other perſon. 

I have further to obſerve that, it may be 
about three or four years before his deceaſe; 
perhaps not ſo much, he repeated to me his 
Epigram upon the fight of an Elegy written by the 
Counteſs of Hartford on the death of Mrs. Rowe, 
as one of the laſt, if not the very lait, if my 
memory does not fail me, of his attempts in 
poetry, and accordingly this epigram bears a 
date given under his own hand * nearer the 
time of his death than the date of any one of 
his poems beſides. Theſe verſes were written 
by him eleven years before he left our world: 
What then becomes of the pretenſion of the 
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* See his Remnants of Time employed in Proje and Perſe, 
publiſhed after his Deceaſe by Dr. Fennings and Dr. Dod- 
driage, to whom he had bequeathed the care of his papers. 


I'1 2 poems 


Wo 
5 
1 
1 
3 
510 


bi 
& 
11 
Th; 


4 * wo - 
n 


— 


r 


e 


* 


484 AF NY TX 


poems in Dr. Watts's Poſthumous Works, as they 
are called, to authenticity, which are ſaid to 
be compoſed by him on his arrival at ſixty-five 
years of age, two years beyond the above 
date, and another in his ſeventy- firſt year, that 
is about ſix or ſeven years after he wrote the 
epigram in honour of her Ladyſhip ? 

It may be further worthy of notice that in 
his Mzſceilaneous Thoughts in Proſe and Verſe, 
publiſhed when he was not quite fixty years of 
age, we find twelve whole pages taken up in 
what he ſtyles Epigrams, Inſcriptions, and Frag- 
ments of Poefy. Now is it probable the Doctor 
would thus induſtriouſly collect his little pieces 
in verſe, ſome of them of not above two lines, 
and ſuppreſs the elegy on his ſiſter's death of 
no leſs than ſixty, which 1s given in the late 
publication as his own compoſure, and which, 
if it were his production, muſt have lain by 
him, when he printed his Miſcellauies, above 
forty years? Would not alſo the ode on the 
return of King William conſiſting of fifty lines, 
which we find in theſe Poſthumous Works, - as 
they are entitled, aſcribed to him, have been 
long ago communicated by himſelf to the 
world, it he had in truth been the author of 
11 45 

8 11 


— * a ith 2. _—_ _ 46.5 CY tc — 


Was this ode in particular compared with the verſes of 
the Doctor in honour of King William in his Here Lyrice T 


am perſuaded there 1 appear ſuch a manifeſt. diſparity 
h between 
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It may be further remarked, that in the re- 
cent publication there is an elegy, as we have 
juſt now obſerved, though for another reaſon, 
ſaid to be written by the Doctor on the death of 
| | his 
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between them as would convince every intelligent reader 


that the author of the firſt poem, and more eſpecially nearly 
at leaſt, it may be at the _ ſame period of life, could 
never have been the author of the laſt. Specimens of the 


two poems ſhall be given, as I am certain they will form a 
moſt ſtriking contraſt, In the Doctor's verſes in honour of 


King William 1 in his Lyric Odes we meet with the faltssting 
lines: 


O could my thoughts but graſp the vaſt deſign, 
And words with infinite ideas join, 
I'd rouſe Apelles from his iron ſleep, 
And bid him trace the warrior o'er the deep, 
Trace him, Apelles, o'er the Belgian plain, 
Fierce how he climbs the mountains of the ſlain, c 
Scattering juſt, vengeance through the red campaign: 
Then daſh the canvaſs with a flying ſtroke 
Till it be loſt in clouds of fire and ſmoke, 
And ſay *twas thus the conqueror through the ſquadrons 

broke: 8 

Mark him again emerging from the cloud 
Far from his troops: there like a rock he ſtood, 1 
His country's ſingle barrier in a ſea of blood. 
Calmly he leaves the pleaſures of a throne, 
And his Maria weeping, while alone f 
He wards the fate of nations, and * his own : 
But heav'n ſecures its champion; o'er the field 
Paint hov'ring angels; though they fly conceal'd c 
Each 1 intercepts a death, and wears it on his ſhield. 


In the Ode on the Return of King William imitated from 
Horace, B. iv. Od. 2. which this new publication aſcribes 
to the Doctor, are the two following ſtanzas. 
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his ſiſter Eizabeth Watts, who deceaſed Nov. 
11, 1691, aged two years. Now, though it is 
true that he had at that time begun to compoſe 
in poetry, as-appears from. the Latin Ode ad- 
dreſſed to his brother Enoch Watts in an earlier 
month in the ſame year (ſee page the 64th of 
our work), and that therefore there can be no 
objection taken from the date againſt the Doc- 
tor's being the writer of the elegy, yet his 
young Muſe, if ſne had choſen ſuch a very 
tender and mee ſubject, would undoubt- 


* , 
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As you Te ſeen the painful bee; that roves 
About the woods, the flow'ry banks, and groves 
Te gather fragrant thyme, | 
So unambitious I 
With much laborious induſtry 
Op Perhaps may hammer out a grateful rhyme : 
But let ſome greater poet fing 
The honours of a Britiſh King | 
When he ſhall lead the captive French along 
Through Veſiminſßter attended with a noble throng. 


The-bounteous Gods could ne'er beſtow 
A greater gift on men, 
No, though the golden age returns again, 
And ſtreams of milk and wine in ey'ry channel flow. 


Sing of the joyful merry day, 
The city-ſport, and public play 
At England's mighty monarch's ſafe return; 
As welcome as the long' d- for ſun, 
When bluſt' ring ſtorms are paſt and gone; $ 
Then ſhall my humble Muſe attend the joyful choir, 
And in the ſacred chorus join: 
If they can hear ſo mean a thing as mine 
bin tune the fringe, and firike the warbling Iyre. 
f 5 ; 
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edly have clothed her verſe with the deepeſt 

gloom, and moſt ſolemn pomp of melancholy, 
and poured out the moſt melodious ſtrains of 
ſorrow, ſuch as we find in the elegies compoſed 
not many years after on the deaths of Mr. Gouge 
and Mr. Gunſton, whereas, inſtead of any ſuch 
powers of verſe, and ſtriking images of woe, 
the lines creep on in one low, heavy uni- 
formity, of which the firſt ſtanza may ſerve as 
a ſpecimen. 


And has ſhe left us too? Dont infant ! What 
But two ſhort years, and ſcarcely that ? 
Could nothing, nothing here commend thy ſtay ? 
Could eager paſſion brook no ſmall delay ? 
What flames of longing love did thus extend 
Thy wings, or move thy haſty feet? 
A mile or two and then at journey's end! 
Methinks a little travel in the way 
Should make thy home more © pleaſant, and thy reſt more 
ſweet, 


The above conſiderations have forced my con- 
viction that the-poems called Hymns and Spiritual 
Songs attributed to Dr. Watts in this /ate publi- 
cation were not written by him, except the firſt 
nine, which I have ſhown to be taken from his 
Book of Hymns. In the fame light and for 
the like reaſon I conſider the other poetical 
pieces in the ſame volume ſtyled Tranſlations, 
in which there is no kind of intrinſic deſert 
that allows me to imagine that he could be the 
author of them, except the verſes to the Coun- 
teſs of Sunderland, which were a 
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his production, but which are moſt improperly 
inſerted under the article of Tranſlations in the 
ſame Miſcellany. 

Should it be inquired if the poems 
ſaid to be the Doctor's Poſthumous Works 
were not his who may be ſuppoſed to be 
the author of them? My anſwer is that they 
were moſt probably written by his father, 
a man of eminent p:ety and yirtue, (ſee the 
marginal note in our firſt chapter) but who 
poſſeſſed no conſiderable talents as a poet, 
and who never, as far as I have learned, made 
any pretenſions to them, but innocently amuſed 
himſelf in his intervals of leiſure in putting his 
thoughts into metre, and coupling like ſounds 
together, and principally upon ſerious ſubjects. 
What leads me into this apprehenſion is that, 
when I wasat Southampronabout fifteen years ſince, 


Mrs. Fane Rolleflon *, a member of the congre- 


gation 


* 


* The ſame gentlewoman furniſhed me at the ſame time 
with two more poetical performances which ſhe ſaid were the 
compoſitions « of old Mr. Watts. The three copies of verſes 
ſhe gave me as his, and the poem inſerted in Dr, Watts 5 
Poſthumous Works, as they are ſtyled, and there ſaid to be 
written by his father when he was fourſcore years old, it 
ſhould rather, as appears from the poem itſelf, be fourſcore 
and five, together with the numerous pieces in verſe which 
make up the zeww publication are all moſt evidently upon 
the ſame humble level; and I am perſuaded that, if my 
Readers had the peruſal of them, they would readily be- 
lieve that they had one and the ſame author. However, 


not to preſume on any deference to my opinion, I wquld 
deſire 


gation of Proteſtant Diſſenters there, gave me a 
copy of verſes, which ſhe ſaid were made by 


Mr. Watts, the Doctor's father, and that ac- 
0 cordingly 


deſire the verſes of Mr. Watts given me by Mrs. Rollefton in 
the marginal note in the ſecond page of our work, but 
which the /ate publication, p. 169, attributes to the Doctor, 
to be carefully compared with the poem which we find 
there printed and aſcribed to his father when he was four- 
ſcore years old, leaving it with my Readers to judge for 
themſelves after the compariſon whether there is not the 
higheſt probability that the author of one of theſe compo- 
ſures was alſo the author of the other. 'The poem, which 
this new publication expreſsly aſcribes to old Mr, Watts, 
runs as follows : 


Worn with the toils of fourſcore years and five, 
A weary pilgrim, Lord, to thee I come 
To beg ſupporting grace till I arrive 
At heav'n, thy promis'd reſt, my wiſh'd- for home. 
Here's nothing to invite my longer ſtay 
Among theſe darkſome melancholy cells. 
When ſhall I leave this tenement of clay? 
Fain would I be where my Redeemer dwells, 


O! had I but ſome gen'rous ſeraph's wing 
There's nothing ſhould prevail to keep me here, 
But with the morning-lark I'd mount and ſing 
Till I had left earth's gloomy atmoſphere. 


My ſoul directly riſing upward ſtill = 

Till I ſhould reach the glorious court above, 
Where endleſs pleaſures my defires ſhall fill, 
And ſolac'd be with my dear 7e/us* love. 


With ſweet refreſhments on ſuch things as theſe 
My ſerious thoughts have often been employ'd, 
- But how much more will happineſs increaſe, 
When more than cap be thought ſhall be enjoy'd ? 
b | I have 
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cordingly ſtand at the head of my work as his 
compoſition, but which are aſcribed, in, the 
new publication I have ſo often mentioned, not 
to the father but to the ſon. This apprehen- 
ſion is confirmed by an authentic information 
J have received that Dr. Watts was poſſeſſed of 
a volume of his father's poems in manuſcript, 
and that he directed this collection to his ſiſter 
Mrs. Sarah Brackſtone, ſignifying that ſhe might 
like to read them as they were written by their 
father, but that they were not proper to be 
publiſhed. 555 

Upon the whole, as I have already ob- 
ſerved, in juſtice to Dr. Watts's memory, 
J have taken the liberty of laying before the 
world my reaſons for believing that the poems 
that make up the firſt volume of his Poſthumous 
Works, as they are called, are not his, but 


ſome other perſon's, moſt probably his father's: 


—_— 


— 


1 


J have only to obſerve that this ſelf-ſame poem, which 1s 
ſaid to be written by Mr. I/aac Watts ſenior in this recent 
publication, p. 28, is in the ſame volume reprinted under 
the title of a Birib-day Thought as one of the poſthumous 
pieces of the Doctor, p. 167, only in the poem printed as 
the production of old Mr. Watts the firſt line runs, 


Worn with the toils of four/core years and five, - 


an age to which Dr. Watts never attained by many years, 
and in the poem as attributed to the Dockor the firſt line is, 


Worn with the toils of threeſcore years and five, 


ſo that both father and ſon were, according to this publi- 
cation, the compoſers of the ſame * 


and 
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and it gives me no ſmall pleaſure that all en- : 
deayours, on the ſuppoſition that they were 


the Doctor's, to depreciate his poetical me- 
rit, or hold him up to ridicule and contempt 
by the abuſe or diſtortion of any particular 
paſſages contained in any of them will hence- 
forward abſolutely, and for ever ceaſe. A cloud 
of ſmoke may for a moment obſcure the luſtre 
of a diamond. The ſmoke vaniſhes, and the 
diamond ſhines in its farmer glory, 
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888 of Devotion and Virtue. 

2. The Chriſtian Miniſter, in three poetic 
Epiſtles to Philander. To which are added, 1. 
Poetical Verſions of ſeveral Parts of Scripture. 

2. Tranſlations of Poems from Greek and La- 
tin Writers. 3. Original Pieces chiefly in Verſe 
on various Occaſions. | 

3. Hymns adapted to divine Worſhip, in 
two Books. Book I. Derived from ſelect Paſ- 
ſages of the Holy Scriptures. Book IT. Writ- 
ten on ſacred Subjects, and particular Occa- 
ſions: gathered in part from various Authors, 
but moſtly original. 

4. Eſſays in Proſe and Verſe, partly collected 
and partly original, for the Improvement of 
vounger Minds. 

5. The Birth-place, or Thoughts on a Viſit 
made to it. A Poem in the Manner of Dr. 
Young. | 

6. An Ode to the Memory of his Grace the 
Duke of Newcaſtle. 

7. The religious Obſervance of the Sabbath 
practically ſtated and enforced. 


8. Sermons on various Subjects, with an 
I Hymn 
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Hymn adapted to each Subject, deſigned to aſ- 
fiſt the Devotions of the Family and Cloſet. 

9. Rhetoric, or a View of its principal 
Tropes and Figures in their Origin and Powers, 
with a Variety of Rules to eſcape Errors and 
Blemiſhes, and attain Propriety and Elegance 
in Compoſition. 

10. Memoirs of eminentiy pious Women, 
in two Volumes. 

11. Confeſſion of Faith at his (Gibbons's) 
Ordination at Haberdaſhers-hall, London, Oct. 
27, 1743. | 

12. The Deliverance and Triumph of Great 
Britain in a Thankſgiving Sermon for the Suc- 
ceſs of his Majeſty's Arms under his Royal 
Highneſs. the Duke of Cumberland preached at 
Haberdaſbers- hall, Oct. 1, 1746, at the Con- 
cluſian of the weekly Exerciſe of Prayer. 

13. The Proſperity of the Chriſtian Church 
in the latter Ages of a Time repreſented and 
improved in a Sermon preached June 17, 1747, 
at the Rev. Mr. Bradbuny's Meeting- place in 
Neu- court, near Lincoln's-inn-fields, at a monthly 
Exerciſe of Prayer. 

14. The divine Improvement of deſolating 
Judgments repreſented in a Sermon preached 
at Haberdaſbers- ball March 27, on Occaſion of 
the dreadful Fire in. the City on March 25, 
1748. 

15. The Excellency of the Goſpel and the 
Happineſs of an Intereſt in it. repreſented in 
a Sermon * at Haberdaſberos- hall, Nov. 


55 1751 
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5, 1751 to the charitable Society for pro- 
moting religious Knowledge among the Poor. 

16. A Letter from a Paſtor to his People 
on the Commencement of the Year 1752. 

17. Sympathy with our ſuffering Brethren, 
in two Diſcourſes preached at Haberdafhers-hall, 
Feb. 9 and Feb. 16, 1755, occaſioned by the 


cruel Oppreſſions of the Proteftants in France, 


and enlarged with a recent and particular Ac- 
count of the State of the Pericewidery” in that 
Kingdom. 

18. A Sermon preached at Haberdaſhers-ball, 
Nov. 3o, on Occaſion of the tremendous Earth- 
quake at Liſbon Nov. 1, 1755. | 

19. Our Duty as Patriots, Proteſtants, and 
Chriſtians in a Time of War repreſented and 
enforced in a Sermon preached at Haberdaſbers- 
hall on Occaſion of the public Declaration of 
War againſt the French King May 18, 1756. 

20. A Sermon on the Death of his Majeſty 
King George the Second Oct. 26, 1760. 

21. Divine Conduct vindicated, or the 
Operations of God ſhown to be the Operations 
of Wiſdom in the Subſtance of two Diſcourſes 
preached at Haberdaſbers- hall March 29, 1761, 

occaſioned by the Death of the Rev. Samuel 
Davies, M. A. Preſident of the College of 
Naſſau- hall in New Ferſey, Feb. 4, 1761, in 
which are contained ſome Memoirs of Mr. 
Davies, and ſome Extracts from his Letters. 
22. Dedication of ourſelves to God argued 
from the divine Mercies in a Sermon preached 
at 
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at St. Thomas's Jan. 2, 1764, for the Benefit 
of the Charity-ſchool in Gravel- lan, Southwark. 

23. The divine Glories diſplayed in Babes 
and Sucklings. A Sermon preached at Ha- 
Berdaſbers-hall, une 10, occaſioned by the 
Death of Nathaniel Gibbons (the Editor's Son) 
who departed this Life May 28, 1764, in the 
eleventh Year of his Age. 

24. The Duty of ſerving one another in 
Love opened and enforced in a Sermon 
preached at Little-Baddow in Eſſex at the Sepa- 
ration of the Rev. Mr. Evan Jones to the Office 
of a Paſtor in that Place, Sept. 20, 1764. 

25. A Charge delivered to the Rev. William 
Kingſbury, M. A. at his Ordination at South- 
ampton OR. 18, 1765. 

26. A Charge delivered to the Rev. Charles 
Caſe, M. A. at his Ordination at Witham in 
Eſſex, Oct. 15, 1767. 

27. The State of the World in | general, and 
of Great Britain in particular as to Religion, and 
the Aſpects of Providence ſeriouſly and im- 
partially conſidered in a Sermon preached at 
Haberdaſbers- hall, Oct. 21, 1770. | 

28. The Character and Bleſſedneſs of the 
Righteous repreſented in a Sermon preached 
at Haberdaſhers-hall on the Death of William 
Cromwell, Eſq. July 9, 1772. To which are 
added the Speech delivered at his Interment, 
and a brief Account of the Cromwe!! Family 
from about the Year of the Lord 1000 to the 
preſent Time, in which are inſerted Anecdotes 

| of 
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of the memorable Oliver and his Sons Richard 
and Henry Cromwell. 

29. The Bleſſedneſs of dying i in the Lord 
conſidered in a Sermon preached at the Veigb- 
houſe in Little Eaftcheap on the Death of the 
Rev. William Langford, D. D. who departed 
this Life April 23, 1775 in the ſeventy-firſt 
Year of his Age, with Memoirs of his Life 
and Character, to which is added the Speech at 
his Interment. 

30. The Remembrance of our Creator in 
the Days of our Youth opened and enforced in 
a Sermon on the Death of Mr. Thomas Wilton, 
who departed this Life Auguſt 5, 1776, in the 
thirty-firſt Year of his Age, to which is added 
the Addreſs at the Interment by Abrabam 
Booth. N. B. A new Edition of this Sermon 
may ſoon be expected. 

31. An Account of a moſt 8 Fire 
that happened at Burwell in Cambridgeſhire, at 
which by Computation about one hundred and 
forty Perſons were aſſembled in a Barn at a 
Puppet-ſhow, of whom no leſs than eighty 
periſhed, or received ſuch Injury by the 
Flames as to expire ſoon after, taken in 
part from the Pariſn- regiſter of Baptiſms and 
Burials belonging to the ſaid Town, and more 
largely from the Relation of Mr. Thomas Howe, 
who, being at that Time about ſixteen Years 
of Age, was preſent in the Barn, and an Eye- 
witneis of the dreadful Calamity. To which 
Account are ſubjoined ſome ſerious and im- 
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portant Inquiries relating to the 8 
Event, and ſome Obſervations deſigned as 
practical Improvement of the awful desde. 

32. Objections againſt the Application to 
the Legiſlature for Relief of Proteſtant Diſſent- 
ing Meniſters, and Diſſenting Tutors and Scbool- 
maſters diſpaſſionately conſidered and obviated; 
to which are added the Sentiments and Ob- 

ſervations of La#antins, a Chriſtian Writer in 
the fourth Century, and of the eminent Dr. 
John Owen in the laſt Century upon the only 
warrantable Methods of TEE" Diverſities 
of Opinion in Religion. 

33. The hidden Life of a Chriſtian exem- 
plified in the Diary, Meditations, and Letters 
of a young Miniſter, publiſhed from authentic 
Manuſcripts, with a large Preface by the Edi- 
for, 
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By Dr. Grszows 
A VOLUME os HYMNS, 


NEVER BEFORE PRINTED, 
IN TWO BOOKS. 


Book I. Derived from ſelect Paſſages of the 
: Holy Scriptures; and 


Book II. Written on ſacred Subjects, and 


particular Occaſions. 


Price Three Shillings bound. 
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